Republic of Latvia
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Regulation No. 134
Adopted 22 February 2005
Regulations Regarding the Criteria for the Commencement of the Operations of a College
Issued pursuant to

Section 24, Paragraph three

of the Education Law
1. This Regulation prescribes the criteria for the commencement of the operations of a college.
2. A college shall be put forward for registration in the Educational Institution Register, if it complies with the following criteria:
2.1. the total area and layout of the college premises in possession of or in keeping for at least five years of the founder thereof ensures the opportunity to implement qualitatively a first level vocational higher education. Concurrently during ongoing studies, not less than 4.5 m2 of study premises per student are anticipated;
2.2. the value of the movable and immovable property in possession or keeping of the founder, handed over to the college, is not less than LVL 180 000, and it has not been pledged or otherwise encumbered with property rights;
2.3. none of the college founders have debts of taxes or mandatory State social insurance payments, none of the college founders have been proclaimed insolvent or are in the process of liquidation, their economic activities have not been suspended or discontinued, or legal proceedings have not been initiated for the termination, insolvency or bankruptcy of the activities of the college founder;
2.4. the premises where study programmes are implemented are insured at least against the risk of fire. It shall be confirmed by an insurance contract which has been entered into for a time period of not less than one year;
2.5. the college has the necessary equipment so that teachers may supplement the teaching process with the projection of words and images, as well as students may use a computer for their studies; and
2.6. there is a library at the college, in which the literature and informative issues necessary for the acquisition of study programmes are available, there is a connection to the global computer network (Internet connection), in order to ensure access to the collections of Latvian and international electronic literature and periodicals, which are necessary for independent, scientific and research work.
3. A college shall be put forward for registration in the Educational Institution Register, if its staff complies with the following criteria:
3.1. the college director has a master’s degree or an equivalent degree, at least five years teaching experience and at least five years experience in a managerial position;
3.2. the academic staff of the college have a doctoral or master’s degree;
3.3. a person who has higher education with or without scientific degree may hold the position of docent in profile subjects of vocational study programmes if he or she has at least seven years of practical service corresponding to the subject to be taught;
3.4. a person who has higher education with or without a scientific degree may hold the position of lecturer and assistant in profile subjects of vocational study programmes if he or she has at least five years of practical service corresponding to the subject to be taught.
4. Prior to putting forward a college for registration in the Educational Institution Register, the founder thereof shall enter into employment contracts with the planned academic staff of the college and the college director.
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