Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 196

Adopted 30 March 2004

Regulations regarding Accreditation of Museums
Issued pursuant to

Section 4, Paragraph 6 

of the Law on Museums

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which accreditation of a State, local government or private museum shall be performed for the activities of a state-recognised museum.

2. The accreditation shall be performed and a museum accreditation certificate (Annex) shall be issued by the State Authority on Museums.

3. When accrediting a museum for the first time, accreditation shall be organised as an initial accreditation, when subsequently accrediting the museum, the accreditation shall be organised as a re-accreditation.

4. A museum shall submit to the State Authority on Museums an application for the accreditation of the museum (hereinafter – submission) and the documents referred to in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations (for initial accreditation) or the documents referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations (for re-accreditation).

5. The submission for initial accreditation shall specify:

5.1. the name of the museum;

5.2. the date of approval of the museum by-law (statutes); and

5.3. the registered office of the museum.

6. The submission for the initial accreditation shall be accompanied by the following documents:

6.1. a copy of the constitutive document;

6.2. the by-law or statutes;

6.3. an authorisation issued to a natural person to perform activities related to the accreditation of the relevant museum and receipt of the accreditation certificate;

6.4. a self-appraisal by the museum, which shall specify the activities related to the preservation and development of cultural heritage and the following information:

6.4.1. the mission, objective and tasks of the museum;

6.4.2. the staff of the museum and the qualifications thereof;

6.4.3. the registration system of the museum collections and the provision of conservation;

6.4.4. public accessibility to the museum collections;

6.4.5. the scientific research work of the museum;

6.4.6. the material and technical basis of the museum, specifying the premises, equipment and security systems guaranteeing the preservation of the museum collections; and

6.4.7. financing for the museum; and

6.5. the development concept for the museum.

7. A submission for re-accreditation shall specify:

7.1. the name of the museum;

7.2. the date of approval of the museum by-law (statutes); 

7.3. the date of the initial accreditation of the museum; and

7.4. the registered office of the museum.

8. A submission for re-accreditation shall be accompanied by the following documents:

8.1. an authorisation issued to a natural person to perform activities related to the accreditation of the relevant museum and the receipt of the accreditation certificate;

8.2. annual reports;

8.3. a report regarding the implementation of the proposals of the previous accreditation;

8.4. a development concept for the museum for a period (one or two terms) for which the museum is applying for the receipt of accreditation;

8.5. the by-law or statutes; and

8.6. regulations regarding the museum collections.

9. Accreditation shall commence after the receipt of the submission and documents referred to in Paragraph 6 or 8 of these Regulations (hereinafter – submitted materials).

10. The time period for the examination of the submission for accreditation shall be determined by the regulatory enactments regulating the administrative process.

11. If the State Authority on Museums determines that the information submitted is insufficient, it shall send the submitter a notification requesting the necessary information.

12. If within a period of 14 days after sending the notification referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations the submitter fails to provide the State Authority on Museums with the necessary information, the submission shall not be examined and the materials submitted shall be sent back to the submitter, accompanied by a substantiated decision. 

13. The time period from the day of sending the notification referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations until the day of receipt of the additional information shall not be included in the time period for examination.

14. The State Authority on Museums shall examine the submitted materials, evaluate the compliance of a museum with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums, prepare opinions and, together with the submitted materials, submit these to the Latvian Council of Museums.

15. The Latvian Council of Museums shall examine the submitted materials and the opinion prepared by the State Authority on Museums, if necessary, assess the compliance of a museum with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums and provide an opinion regarding the compliance of the relevant museum with the accreditation requirements.

16. In accordance with the opinion of the Latvian Council of Museums regarding the conformity of the relevant museum to the accreditation requirements, the State Authority on Museums shall take a decision regarding the accreditation of a museum or a substantiated decision regarding the refusal to accredit the museum.

17. A decision regarding the refusal to accredit a museum shall be taken if the museum fails to comply with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums:

17.1. a by-law (statutes) of the museum has not been approved;

17.2. registration of the museum collections have not been maintained in accordance with the procedures specified in the Cabinet Regulation No.311 of 18 August 1998, Regulations on National Museum Holdings;

17.3. the premises, equipment and security systems of the museum fail to guarantee maintenance of the museum collections; or

17.4. accessibility for the public to the museum collections has not been ensured.

18. In an initial accreditation a museum shall be accredited for one term – five years.

19. In a re-accreditation a museum may be accredited for one or two terms. 

20. The State Authority on Museums shall publish a notification regarding the accreditation of a museum in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of the Republic of Latvia].

21. The State Authority on Museums shall control the compliance of an accredited museum with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums, analyse the annual reports of the museum and carry out examinations in the museum.

22. If the State Authority on Museums determines that the accredited museum fails to comply with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums, it shall prepare a relevant opinion and submit it to the Latvian Council of Museums.

23. In accordance with the opinion of the Latvian Council of Museums, the State Authority on Museums shall take a decision to withdraw the accreditation of a museum, if:

23.1. the museum is being liquidated or reorganised; or 

23.2. the museum fails to comply with the museum accreditation conditions laid down in the Law on Museums.

24. The procedures for dispute and appeal of the decisions of the State Authority on Museums shall be determined by the regulatory enactments regulating the administrative process.

25. Cabinet Regulation No. 242 of 7 July 1998, Regulations regarding Accreditation of Museums (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 205/207) is repealed.

26. Museum accreditation certificates issued prior to the coming into effect of these Regulations remain in force until the end of the accreditation term.

Acting for the Prime Minister,

Deputy Prime Minister 







A. Šlesers

Minister for Culture 







H. Demakova

Annex

Cabinet Regulation No. 196

30 March 2004

Museum Accreditation Certificate

No. ___
___________________________________

(place and date of issue)

Issued ___________________________________________________________________

(name of the museum)
__________________________________________________________________________

(address of the museum)
as a certification for the activities of a state-recognised museum from _______________________ 


(date of accreditation)
until ________________________________

(expiry date of accreditation)
Place for a seal

Head of the State Authority on Museums ________________________

(signature and full name)
Minister for Culture 







H. Demakova
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