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Regulations for the Spatial Planning of a Planning Region

Issued pursuant to

Section 7, Paragraph one, Clause 3

of the Spatial Planning Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the constituent parts of a spatial plan of a planning region (hereinafter – spatial plan), as well as the procedures for the preparation, public discussion, evaluation of the legality , coming into effect, amendment and the supervision of compliance thereof with the plan.

2. A spatial plan shall be developed for the whole territory of the planning region.

3. In developing a spatial plan, the present and long-range development resources of the region, as well as functional association with other regions shall be evaluated.

4. The Planning Region Development Council, within a time period of seven days after the taking of the decision regarding the development of a spatial plan, shall send the relevant decision to the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government.

5. The Planning Region Development Council shall inform the Development councils of neighbouring planning regions about the development of a spatial plan and send:

5.1. a decision regarding the commencement of the development of the spatial plan and a decision regarding the approval of the spatial plan;

5.2. a notification regarding the public discussion measures undertaken; and

5.3. a notification regarding the place and time of a meeting where a project of the spatial plan will be examined.

6. A spatial plan shall be prepared in not less than two original copies. One of them shall be stored in the Planning Region Development Council, the other – in the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government.

7. The obsolete spatial plans and amendments thereto shall be stored in accordance with the procedures specified in the Law On Archives.

8. The Planning Region Development Council shall provide each interested person with a possibility to get acquainted with:

8.1. the spatial plan and amendments thereof, as well as to purchase the relevant copies; and

8.2. the basic documents and information that has been used in the development of the spatial plan.

II. Parts of the Spatial Plan
9. A spatial plan shall have the following parts:

9.1. the description of the spatial structure of the planning region;

9.2. the perspective of the spatial development of the planning region;

9.3. the guidelines of the spatial plan; and

9.4. the report on the development of the spatial plan.

10. A description of the spatial structure of the planning region shall be an informative report that reflects the present use of the territory of the planning region as the spatial structure of the region (open space, population and infrastructure) in relation to an individual and his or her lifestyle in the aspect of the value and the use of the territory. National values shall be indicated therein, regional values and trends of the spatial development of the planning region, as well as the problematic territories of the development shall be determined.

11. A perspective of the spatial development of the planning region shall be the basic parameters that reflect the planned (allowed) use of the territory as the spatial structure of the region (open space, population and infrastructure) and the restrictions of use, vision of the preferable spatial structure after 20 years, the strategy and actions for reaching such a vision shall be described and included in the graphical form.

12. The guidelines of the spatial plan shall be the recommendations to the District and Territorial local governments for the development of the development programmes and spatial plans.

13. A report regarding the development of the spatial plan shall include:

13.1. a decision of the Planning Region Development Council regarding the development of the spatial plan and a decision regarding the approval of the spatial plan;

13.2. public discussion materials :

13.2.1. a generalised public opinion which has been received before the commencement of the development of the spatial plan, as well as during the development of the spatial plan;

13.2.2. public discussion materials as regards drafts of spatial plan documents;

13.3. a report regarding the public proposals that have been taken into account and the rejected proposals;

13.4. a report of the manager of the spatial plan development regarding the compliance of the developed spatial plan with the programming documents of the regional development of a national level and regulatory enactments;

13.5. information and conclusions  provided by State administrative and local government institutions, public agencies and companies (hereinafter – institutions);

13.6. conclusions of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government and the National Regional Development Council;

13.7. conclusions of territorial local government city councils (boards) and district councils of the relevant planning region;

13.8. statements of the neighbouring planning region development Councils; and

13.9. other information that has been used in the development of the spatial plan.

III.  Spatial Plan Preparation 
14. In preparing a spatial plan:

14.1. the relevant planning region shall be evaluated  from an international, national and neighbouring regional aspect;

14.2. the spatial  planning documents of the European Council and the Council of the Baltic Sea States shall be taken into account;

14.3. the development programme of the planning region shall be taken into account;

14.4. the spatial plans and development programmes of the district and territorial local government territories, which are in the planning region, shall be evaluated; and

14.5. planners shall co-operate with other planning regions in Latvia and other states that border Latvia.

15. The Planning Regional Development Council shall take a decision regarding the commencement of the development of a spatial plan.

16. The Planning Region Development Council shall approve the manager of the development of a spatial plan.

17. In order to develop a spatial plan, the Planning Region Development Council shall establish a co-ordination group for the spatial plan (hereinafter – co-ordination group). The co-ordination group shall consist of representatives of territorial and district local governments that are in the planning region, the Ministry of Economics, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Welfare, the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Health and (or) institutions that are subordinate thereto.

18. In order to develop a spatial plan, the Planning Region Development Agency shall form work groups and invite experts to work therein.

19. Institutions and local governments shall assign the responsible officials for  participation in the spatial plan co-ordination groups and work groups  .

20. The Planning Region Development Agency shall:

20.1. prepare a working plan  for the development of a spatial plan and for  public participation (also public discussion) (hereinafter – working plan); and

20.2. prepare a working task for the planning of the development of documents related to the spatial plan (hereinafter – working task for planning).

21. A co-ordination group shall co-ordinate a working plan and a working task for planning. The working plan and the working task for planning may be amended after listening to the public opinion of  society and the receipt of  information from institutions.

22. The Planning Region Development Council shall approve a working plan and a working task for planning.

23. After the approval of a working plan and a working task for planning and before the commencement of the development of the spatial plan the Planning Region Development Agency shall:

23.1. listen to public opinion regarding the prospective development of the planning region in accordance with Sub-paragraph 31.1 of these Regulations; and

23.2. request the information necessary for the development of spatial plan from institutions.

24. In requesting from institutions the information necessary for the development of a spatial plan, the Planning Region Development Agency shall attach to the request a decision of the Planning Region Development Council regarding the commencement of the development of the spatial plan, the approved working plan and the working task for planning.

25. Within a time period of four weeks after the receipt of the request of the Planning Region Development Agency, institutions shall prepare the relevant information that is at the disposal thereof free of charge and send such information to the Planning Region Development Agency.

26. The Planning Region Development Agency shall submit the developed drafts of the spatial plan documents for evaluation in the co-ordination group.

27. A co-ordination group shall evaluate drafts of the spatial plan documents and take a decision regarding the submission thereof to the Planning Region Development Council or the need for their improvement.

28. The Planning Region Development Council, on the basis of the evaluation of the draft of the spatial plan document of the co-ordination group, may take a decision regarding:

28.1. the release of the drafts of spatial plan documents for public discussion and receipt of  conclusions; or

28.2. the improvement of the drafts of spatial plan documents.

29. The Planning Region Development Council shall send the drafts of the spatial plan documents to institutions, as well as territorial local government city councils (boards) and district councils, which are in the region, for the provision of statements.

30. Statements regarding the drafts of the spatial plan documents shall be received from all the ministries and secretariats of ministers for special assignments, as well as other institutions that are indicated in the working task for planning. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall submit the statement in accordance with the procedures specified in Chapter V of these Regulations.

IV. Public Discussion of Spatial Plan
31. The public discussion of spatial plan shall be organised in not less than two stages:

31.1. the first stage shall be organised, in commencing the preparation of the drafts of the spatial plan documents. This stage shall last for not less than four weeks after the publication of an announcement in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia]. The announcement shall be placed on the Internet home page of the Development agency of the relevant planning region;
31.2. the second stage shall be organised after the preparation of the spatial plan draft. This stage shall last for not less than eight weeks after the publication of an announcement in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis. The announcement shall be placed on the Internet home page of the Development agency of the relevant planning region.
32. After the approval of a working plan and a working task for planning the Planning Region Development Council shall place an announcement regarding the commencement of the development of a spatial plan and listening to  public opinion in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, regional and district newspapers, as well as the Internet home page of the Planning Region Development Agency not less than seven days in advance. The following shall be included in the announcement:

32.1. a decision of the Planning Regional Development Council regarding the commencement of the development of the spatial plan;

32.2. the time period for the listening to  public opinion;

32.3. the informative reference regarding the place and date of displaying of the regional development planning documents;

32.4. information regarding where and when it is possible to get acquainted with the working plan of the spatial plan development process (also of the public discussion);

32.5. information regarding the manager of the spatial plan development, telephone number and address of his or her work place;

32.6. the informative reference regarding the place and time for the reception of visitors and the submission of written proposals;

32.7. the informative reference regarding the place and time of the discussion;

32.8. requirements for the drawing up of proposals if the submitter wishes to receive a written reply; and

32.9. information regarding the developer of the spatial plan, his or her telephone number and address.

33. The following documents shall be given over for evaluation and displayed during the listening to the opinion of the society:

33.1. the valid spatial plan;

33.2. the regional development programme;

33.3. the national plan;

33.4. the national development plan;

33.5. the decision of the Planning Region Development Council regarding the commencement of the spatial plan, working plan and working task; and

33.6. other materials which the co-ordination group regards as important.

34. The Planning Region Development Council shall publish an announcement regarding the public discussion of the drafts of the spatial plan documents in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, the relevant regional and district newspapers, as well as the Internet home page of the Planning Region Development Agency not less than seven days before the commencement of the public discussion. The announcement shall indicate:

34.1. the time period for the public discussion;

34.2. the place and date for the displaying of the drafts of the spatial plan documents;

34.3. the place and date of the discussion process and public discussion meeting;

34.4. the place and time for the reception of visitors and the submission of written comments and proposals; and

34.5. requirements for the drawing up of comments and proposals if the submitter wishes to receive a written reply.

35. The drafts of the spatial plan documents that are developed shall be given over for  evaluation and displayed during the public discussion. The following shall be attached to the drafts:

35.1. alternative proposals of spatial plan documents;

35.2. the valid spatial plan;

35.3. the development programme of the planning region;

35.4. the national plan;

35.5. the national development plan;

35.6. information regarding  public opinion that has been received before the commencement of the development of the spatial plan and during the development of the spatial plan; and

35.7. other materials which the co-ordination group regards as important.

36. A statement of the institution referred to in Paragraph 30 of these Regulations regarding the drafts of the spatial plan documents of the planning region submitted by the Planning Region Development Agency shall be provided within a time period of eight weeks after the receipt thereof.

37. After the end of the time period of the public discussion the Planning Region Development Agency shall prepare the following public discussion documents of the spatial plan document drafts :

37.1. announcements and publications in the press;

37.2. drafts of spatial plan documents displayed at the public discussion;

37.3. a list of public discussion events; 

37.4. written comments and justified replies thereto; and

37.5. minutes of the public discussion meetings.

38. A co-ordination group shall evaluate the results and statements of the public discussion and submit the drafts of the spatial plan documents to the Planning Region Development Council or gives them to the Planning Region Development Agency for redrafting.

39. The Planning Region Development Council may take a decision regarding:

39.1. the submission of the drafts of spatial plan documents for evaluation in the National Regional Development Council and the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government; or

39.2. redrafting of the drafts of spatial plan documents.

40. Drafts of the spatial plan documents shall be redrafted in accordance with the procedures specified in Chapters III, IV and V of these Regulations.

V. Evaluation of the Lawfulness of the Spatial Plan and Coming into Effect Thereof
41. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall prepare an opinion regarding the compliance of the submitted drafts of the spatial plan documents with the national plan and regulatory enactments for the Planning Region Development Council within a time period of three months after the receipt of the drafts of the spatial plan documents.

42. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall co-ordinate the drafts of the spatial plan documents and support the approval thereof in the Planning Region Development Council without objections or shall not co-ordinate the drafts of the spatial plan documents and indicate justified objections.

43. The Planning Region Development Council shall submit to the National Regional Development Council the drafts of spatial plan documents. The National Regional Development Council shall provide the following opinions:

43.1. regarding the compliance of the submitted document drafts with the other development planning documents  at national and regional level; and

43.2. regarding the proposals of the Planning Region Development Council to amend the development planning documents  at national or regional level if such proposals have been submitted.

44. If a positive opinion of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government has been received, the drafts of the spatial plan documents shall be examined in  a meeting the Planning Region Development Council. Information regarding the place and date of the referred to meeting shall be published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, the relevant regional and district newspapers, as well as the Internet home page of the Planning Region Development Agency not less than seven days before the meeting.

45. A decision regarding the approval of spatial plan shall be taken in a meeting of the Planning Region Development Council. The referred to decision shall be published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, the relevant regional and district newspapers, as well as the Internet home page of the Planning Region Development Agency (it shall also be indicated where it is possible to get acquainted with the approved spatial plan) not less than two weeks after the taking of the decision. The approved spatial plan shall come into effect on the following day after the publication of the relevant announcement in the newspaper “Latvijas Vēstnesis”.
46. The Planning Region Development Council shall submit to the Ministry of the Regional Development and Local Government one original of the spatial plan within a time period of two weeks after the coming into effect of the spatial plan.

47. If a negative opinion of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government has been received, the Planning Region Development Council shall take a decision regarding the elimination of the faults indicated in the opinion.

VI. Amendments to the Spatial Plan and Supervision of the Compliance Thereof
48. Amendments to a spatial plan shall be developed, discussed and approved in accordance with the procedures specified in Chapters III, IV and V of these Regulations.

49. The Planning Region Development Council shall ensure the supervision of  compliance with the spatial plan.

VII. Closing Provisions

50. The Planning Region Development Council shall evaluate the valid spatial plan and take a decision regarding the leaving thereof in effect, amendments thereto or development of a new spatial plan within a time period of three months after the election thereof.

51. The development of the spatial plans, development of which has been initiated until the day of coming into force of these Regulations, shall be continued in accordance with these Regulations. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government and the Planning Region Development Council, which has initiated the development of spatial plan before the coming into force of these Regulations, shall come to an agreement regarding the conditions of termination of the spatial plan within a time period of one month after the coming into force of these Regulations.

52. Time period, by which, after the approval of a spatial plan, the necessary amendments to the spatial plans of districts and territorial local governments that are in the planning region must be made, shall be indicated in the decision of the Planning Region Development Council regarding the approval of the spatial plan.
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