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Regulations regarding Conformity Assessment of Wheeled Agricultural or Forestry Tractors and Their Parts

Issued pursuant to

Section 7 of the Law On Conformity Assessment.

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. the general procedures for conformity assessment of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors the maximum calculated speed of which is from 6 to 40 km/h, which are equipped with wheels having at least two axles and the main function of which is tractive power. They are specially constructed to tow, push, carry or power certain agricultural or forestry tools and machinery or towed vehicles (trailers) and may be equipped to carry a load and passengers (hereinafter - wheeled tractors); and

1.2. the general procedures for conformity assessment of assembly units, sub-units, mechanisms, devices, aggregation units, systems and equipment of wheeled tractors (hereinafter – parts) which are offered on the market or which are intended for exploitation in Latvia.
2. These Regulations do not apply to:

2.1. wheeled tractors, which have been registered in Latvia up to the day of coming into force of these Regulations;

2.2. wheeled tractors the previous permanent place of registration of which was abroad and which were manufactured up to 31 December 2002;

2.3. wheeled tractors registered abroad and temporarily imported therefrom; and

2.4. parts of wheeled tractors, which have been imported or manufactured in Latvia up to 31 December 2004.

3. It is permitted to offer (sell, give as a gift, put into service with or without a charge) on the market only such wheeled tractors and their parts the conformity of which has been assessed in accordance with the requirements of these Regulations and the requirements of technical standards specified by the Minister for Agriculture.

II. General Type Approval Procedure

4. Type approval within the meaning of these Regulations shall be an administratively technical conformity assessment procedure performed by an authorised certification authority (hereinafter – certification authority) in order, on the basis of reports provided by testing laboratories and examination results specified in a type-approval certificate, to assess 

the conformity of wheeled tractors or their parts to the requirements of the relevant technical standards.

5. In order to approve the type of a wheeled tractor or parts thereof, the manufacturer, an authorised representative thereof or an importer shall submit a relevant application to the certification authority.

6. The following shall be appended to the application:

6.1. a specified sample information document with a type technical description of the wheeled tractor or parts thereof;

6.2. technical drawings and photographs of the type of wheeled tractor or parts thereof necessary for conformity assessment;

6.3. reports of a testing laboratory under the supervision of the manufacturer or another independent testing laboratory and other documents that may provide information regarding the type of the wheeled tractor or parts thereof (upon request of a certification authority or at the discretion of the manufacturer or an authorised representative thereof); and

6.4. a specified conformity certificate by which the manufacturer or an authorised representative shall certify the conformity of each particular wheeled tractor to the type approved.

7. A separate application regarding the type of each wheeled tractor or parts thereof shall be submitted to the certification authority of only one Member State (European Union Member State or any other state which is legally bound by the regulations annexed to the Agreement Concerning the Adoption of Uniform Technical Standards for Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which can be Fitted and/or be Used on Wheeled Vehicles and the Conditions for Reciprocal Recognition of Approvals Granted on the Basis of These Standards reached at Geneva on 20 March 1958 within the framework of the UN Economic Commission for Europe).

8. Within a time period of 30 working days after evaluation of the documents submitted and examination of the sample of a wheeled tractor (selected using the random selection technique) submitted for type-approval the certification authority shall grant:

8.1. a type approval for the type of wheeled tractor which conforms to the technical description submitted, has passed examinations specified in a type –approval certificate and

conforms to the requirements of the relevant technical standards;

8.2. a multi-stage type approval for the type of unfinished or finished wheeled tractor that conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards, taking into account the stage of completeness of the wheeled tractor;

8.3. a parts type approval for the type of wheeled tractor that conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards; or

8.4. a type approval for the type of parts of wheeled tractor that conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards.

9. The certification authority shall issue a type approval certificate for the relevant type of wheeled tractor.

10. A legal or natural person who has submitted the application referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations for type approval of a wheeled tractor or parts thereof shall cover type approval expenses.

11. If the certification authority has determined that a wheeled tractor or parts thereof may present a threat to road safety, human health, life or the environment, it does not conform to all the data specified in the informative document or has not passed all the examinations specified in the type-approval certificate, it shall take a reasoned decision not to a grant type approval and within a time period of 30 working days shall notify the certification authorities of other Member States thereof.

12. Upon the request of a certification authority of another Member State, the certification authority which has assessed the conformity shall send the information regarding type approvals granted and types of wheeled tractors not approved within a time period of one a month.

13. If amendments are made in these Regulations or technical standards and the type approval granted by the certification authority no longer complies with the requirements, the certification authority shall immediately notify the manufacturer or its authorised representative thereof.

14. Upon receipt of the information referred to in Paragraph 13, the manufacturer or an authorised representative thereof shall submit an application for amendments to the type approval.

15. If the construction of such a wheeled tractor, to which the certification authority has issued a type approval has been changed, and amendments have been made to an informative document of the type, the manufacturer, an authorised representative or an importer together with an application regarding the making of amendments shall submit to the certification authority such part of the informative document which applies to the referred to changes indicating the changes and the serial number with which the manufacturing of the wheeled tractors of modified construction was commenced. 

After evaluation of the amendments applied the certification authority shall, if necessary, grant a new type approval.

16. An application regarding the making of amendments to the type approval granted shall be submitted to the certification authority of such Member State, which has granted the initial type approval.

17. If the certification authority determines that additional tests or examinations are necessary, it shall notify the manufacturer or its authorised representative thereof. 

In such cases the certification authority shall grant a new type approval only after successful performance of the additional tests and examinations.

18. If amendments have been made to a type approval certificate, a new type approval has been granted or the manufacturing of the approved wheeled tractor is suspended, the certification authority within a time period of one month shall notify the competent institutions of other Member States regarding the serial number of the last wheeled tractor which has been manufactured in conformity with the previous certificate and, if necessary, also the serial number with which the manufacturing of wheeled tractors has been commenced in conformity with the amended or new certificate.

III. Individual Approval of Wheeled Tractors

19. Individual approval of wheeled tractors within the meaning of these Regulations shall be an administratively technical conformity assessment procedure performed by a certification authority to assess conformity of a particular wheeled tractor to the requirements of the relevant technical standards.

20. Individual approval of wheeled tractors may be performed to a wheeled tractor imported from abroad or made in Latvia in one original if the wheeled tractor does not conform to the type of wheeled tractors approved in Latvia or if such wheeled tractor has not been previously permanently registered in Latvia.

21. An owner of a wheeled tractor or an authorised person thereof shall submit an application for individual approval of a wheeled tractor to the certification authority. The following shall be appended to the application:

21.1. technical description of the wheeled tractor;

21.2. a picture or a photograph of the wheeled tractor;

21.3. examination protocol of the wheeled tractor; and

21.4. reports of a testing laboratory or other documents applying to the relevant type of wheeled tractor to be approved (upon request of the certification authority or at the discretion of the manufacturer, importer or distributor).

22. The certification authority shall within a time period of 10 working days after the evaluation of documents submitted grant an individual approval and issue an individual approval certificate of the wheeled tractor if it conforms to the wheeled tractor technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards, or provide a substantiated refusal.

IV. Provision of Manufacturing Conformity

23. Before granting of the approval the certification authority shall ascertain whether the manufacturer takes the necessary measures and procedures for effective control of the conformity of wheeled tractors or their parts during manufacturing to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof.
24. After the receipt of the type approval the manufacturer shall:

24.1. ensure conformity of each wheeled tractor or parts thereof to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof;

24.2. control conformity of the wheeled tractor or parts thereof to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof during the manufacturing process;

24.3. ensure access to the testing equipment in order to periodically examine the conformity of wheeled tractors or their parts during manufacturing to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof;

24.4. ensure registration and availability of test results, as well as after co-ordination with the certification authority, determine for how long the test results shall be kept;

24.5. analyse test results on a regular basis in order to examine and ensure the conformity of the characteristics of wheeled tractors and their parts to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof; and

24.6. carry out repeated tests if non-conformity of a sample or series of samples with the approved type of a wheeled tractor or parts thereof has been determined, as well as ensure elimination of deficiencies and restoration of conformity as soon as possible.

25. The certification authority shall periodically examine the conformity control methods of wheeled tractors or their parts and, shall select samples (using the random selection technique), the conformity of which with the approved type of the wheeled tractor or parts thereof shall be tested in the manufacturer's laboratory or in another testing laboratory selected by the manufacturer or the certification authority.
26. The manufacturer shall provide the certification authority with an opportunity to perform the control of the technological process of the wheeled tractor and parts thereof.

V. General Type Recognition and Registration Procedures

27. Recognition of type approval within the meaning of these Regulations is an administrative conformity assessment procedure which is conducted by a certification authority in accordance with regulatory enactments in order to attest that the type approval (the issued type approval certificate and documentation attached thereto) granted by a certification authority of another state comply with the requirements of these Regulations.
28. Wheeled tractors and parts thereof which have a recognised type approval may be offered on the market in Latvia without additional conformity assessment.

29. The following shall be recognised in Latvia:

29.1. type approvals of wheeled tractors and parts thereof granted in the European Union states if the type approval certificate has been issued in accordance with the procedures prescribed in the European Union; and

29.2. type approvals of wheeled tractors and parts thereof granted in the Member States if the type approval certificate has been issued in accordance with the requirements of the relevant regulatory enactments.

30. Type approval certificates of wheeled tractors issued in European Union Member States shall be registered in accordance with the following procedures:

30.1. the manufacturer of a wheeled tractor, an authorised representative thereof or an importer shall submit to the certification authority a submission for registration of a type approval certificate.

The submission shall have appended the following documents:

30.1.1. a type approval certificate or a copy thereof;

30.1.2. an informative document of the type of the wheeled tractor or parts thereof;

30.1.3. a picture or a photograph of the wheeled tractor;

30.1.4. the reports of a testing laboratory or other documents that apply to the type of the wheeled tractor (at the discretion of the manufacturer or importer); and

30.1.5. a specified sample conformity certificate by which the manufacturer, an authorised representative thereof or an importer shall certify the conformity of each particular wheeled tractor to the approved type;

30.2. the certification authority within a time period of 10 working days shall examine the documents submitted and take a decision regarding registration of a type approval certificate or a refusal to register the type approval certificate; and

30.3. if all necessary documents have not been submitted, the certification authority shall notify the manufacturer, its authorised representative or importer of the wheeled tractor thereof and take a decision after receipt of all necessary documents.

31. Type approval certificates of parts of wheeled tractors shall not be registered.

VI. Conformity Certificate and Type Approval Marking

32. The manufacturer, an authorised representative thereof or an importer of the wheeled tractor shall confirm the conformity of each finished or unfinished wheeled tractor to the approved type of wheeled tractor by a conformity certificate. The Minister for Agriculture shall specify the sample of the certificate and the information to be included therein.

33. The manufacturer of parts of a wheeled tractor shall confirm by a marking the conformity of each part to the type of a part of wheeled tractor approved in a Member State. The marking shall consist of a type approval mark, which includes a type approval symbol and the country code, and additional drawings in conformity with the requirements of technical standards. 

Parts shall not be marked if it is not requested in technical standards in accordance with which the type approval of parts has been granted.

34. The manufacturer, its authorised representative or importer of wheeled tractors and parts thereof shall keep the type approval documentation of wheeled tractors and parts thereof and provide employees of the market supervision authorities thereto upon their request.

VII. Market Supervision

35. The functions of a market supervision authority shall be performed by the State Technical Supervision Inspection (hereinafter – Inspection).

36. Offering on the market (selling, giving as a gift, putting into service with or without a charge) or permanent registration of a wheeled tractor is permitted in Latvia only if it has a valid conformity certificate which certifies that the wheeled tractor conforms with the type of wheeled tractors approved or recognised in Latvia or with the type of wheeled tractors the approval of which has been registered, or if it has an individual approval certificate.
37. Offering on the market or starting exploitation of parts of wheeled tractors is permitted in Latvia if the relevant parts conform with the type of parts of wheeled tractors approved in a Member State and are marked in conformity with requirements specified in Paragraph 33 of these Regulations.

38. If the Inspection determines that wheeled tractors offered on the market which have a conformity certificate or parts thereof do not conform to the approved or recognised type of a wheeled tractor or parts thereof, the Inspection shall notify the certification authority thereof. 

Offering on the market, registration or exploitation of the referred to wheeled tractors, as well as offering on the market or exploitation of parts of wheeled tractors in Latvia may be prohibited until the non-conformity is rectified. 

Within a time period of 30 working days after the receipt of information regarding non-conformity, the certification authority shall notify the manufacturer, an authorised representative thereof or an importer of wheeled tractors or parts thereof.

39. If the Inspection determines that wheeled tractors offered on the market which have a conformity certificate or parts thereof may cause a serious threat to road safety, the Inspection shall notify the certification authority thereof. 

Offering on the market, registration or exploitation of the referred to wheeled tractors, as well as offering on the market or exploitation of parts of wheeled tractors in Latvia shall be prohibited. The certification authority shall within a time period of 30 working days notify a certification authority of such state, which has granted the type approval.

40. If a certification authority receives information regarding the non-conformity of wheeled tractors or parts thereof to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof, depending on the nature of non-conformity, it shall warn the manufacturer, an authorised representative thereof or an importer, declare the conformity certificate invalid and cancel the type approval granted by a certification authority until the non-conformity is rectified.

41. In cases referred to in Paragraph 40 of these Regulations the manufacturer shall take measures specified in Sub-paragraph 24.6 of these Regulations. 

The certification authority shall notify certification authorities of other Member States thereof.

42. If a certification authority of another Member State indicates that wheeled tractors or parts thereof which have been granted a type approval in Latvia and which have a conformity certificate or an appropriate marking do not conform to the approved type of wheeled tractors or parts thereof, the certification authority shall carry out the necessary examinations and notify the manufacturer regarding the results thereof. If non-conformity has been determined, the manufacturer shall, as soon as possible, but not later than within a time period of six months after receipt of the instruction, take the measures specified in Sub-paragraph 24.6 of these Regulations.

43. The certification authority shall within a time period of 30 working days notify certification authorities of other Member States regarding each cancellation of type approval substantiating its decision.

VIII. Notification and Appeal of Decisions

44. Certification authorities shall notify the manufacturer or importer in writing regarding the decision in respect of a refusal or cancellation of type approval, or a refusal to register a type approval certificate substantiating the refusal.

45. The manufacturer, importer or an authorised representative thereof may appeal the decision of a certification authority in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

Legal provisions arising from directives 74/150/EEC, 2000/25 EC, 97/68EC and 2001/3EC have been included in these Regulations.
Prime Minister 
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Samples of Type Approval Marks

1.  The type approval mark granted to Latvia in accordance with the requirements of the regulations of the UN Economic Commission for Europe.
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2.  The type approval mark granted to Latvia in accordance with the requirements of the directives of the European Union.
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