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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 258

Adopted 25 June 2002

Procedures for Investigation of Accidents with Dangerous Equipment

Issued pursuant to

Section 3, Paragraph two, Clause 8 of the State Labour Inspection Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which accidents with dangerous equipment are investigated if the requirements specified in the Law On Technical Supervision of Dangerous Equipment are applicable to this equipment.

2. An accident with dangerous equipment (hereinafter — accident) is an event related to the sudden and total or partial destructive damage of the equipment during the installation, use or maintenance thereof if the referred to damage immediately or after some time causes a threat or harm to the life, health, property of a person or the environment.

3. The purpose of accident investigation is to determine causes thereof, to develop recommendations regarding the necessary measures for the prevention of similar cases and recommendations regarding the increase to the safety level of dangerous equipment, as well as to determine the persons who have allowed violations of the technical supervision or labour protection requirements of dangerous equipment prescribed by regulatory enactments from which the accident has occurred.

4. The accident shall be investigated by an official of the State Labour Inspection, inviting appropriate specialists, experts and an authorised representative of the possessor of the relevant dangerous equipment.

5. If people have been injured or have died, a fire, an explosion, a leak of dangerous substances or substantial environmental pollution has resulted from the accident, the accident shall be investigated by a commission established by the director of the State Labour Inspection. It shall consist of at least three persons. Regional Environment Board and other control institution specialists shall be involved in the investigation of the accident.
6. If an accident is classified as an industrial accident, it shall be investigated in accordance with the procedures for investigating such accidents prescribed in regulatory enactments regarding risk assessment procedures and risk reduction measures for industrial accidents.

7. Accidents shall be registered and the registration thereof shall be performed by the State Labour Inspection. Accident investigation materials shall be kept and deposited in archives in accordance with the procedures specified by law.

8. If an accident has occurred, the service personnel of the dangerous equipment have a duty to act in accordance with the instructions for use of the relevant equipment, if necessary, to call the relevant emergency services (for example, fire-fighting and rescue service, emergency medical service, gas emergency service), as well as to notify without delay the direct work supervisor and the possessor of the dangerous equipment about the accident.

9. The possessor of the dangerous equipment shall notify the State Labour Inspection about the accident without delay and submit a written report within 24 hours of the accident.

10. The possessor of the dangerous equipment has a duty to also notify the following institutions about the accident:

10.1. the State Police Administration (Office) if the accident has caused a serious accident in which people have been injured or have died;

10.2. the Regional Environment Board and local government if the environment has been threatened;

10.3. the fire-fighting and rescue service if the accident is related to a fire or a necessity to perform rescue work; and

10.4. if an accident is to be classified as an industrial accident — the fire-fighting and rescue service, the relevant local government, Regional Environment Board and other institutions specified in regulatory enactments regarding risk assessment procedures and risk reduction measures of industrial accidents.

11. The possessor of the dangerous equipment shall specify in the report referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations the undertaking (company), institution or organisation in which the accident has occurred, the date and time of the accident, information regarding the possessor of the dangerous equipment, place of the event, the dangerous equipment type, work to be performed and circumstances of the accident, as well as specify the number of injured persons (if any).

12. If an accident has occurred, the possessor of the dangerous equipment has a duty prior to the moment of arrival of the relevant services and until the accident investigation is begun to:

12.1. take measures to monitor, contain or eliminate the accident or reduce the consequences thereof;

12.2. to detail the situation which has occurred after the accident in all possible ways (plan, scheme of the place of the accident, testimonies of witnesses, photographs, video materials); and

12.3. to retain the damaged parts of the equipment.

13. An official of the State Labour Inspection or the commission shall investigate the accident within ten working days. If necessary, the time period for an investigation may be prolonged for up to three months with permission from the director of the State Labour Inspection..

14. During an investigation, the official of the State Labour Inspection or the commission has the right, pursuant to the competence thereof to:

14.1. request and receive free of charge written and oral information required for the investigation from the possessor of the dangerous equipment, witnesses of the accident, service personnel of the dangerous equipment and the State and local government institutions;

14.2. request that the possessor of the dangerous equipment:

14.2.1. prepare and submit a plan, scheme, photographs and other informative materials or copies thereof of the dangerous equipment or damaged parts thereof and the place of the accident;

14.2.2. submit the technical documentation of the dangerous equipment and other documents required for clarification of the circumstances of the accident;

14.2.3. ensure the provision of copies of the accident investigation materials;

14.2.4. provide the persons involved in the investigation with special clothing and personal protective equipment;

14.2.5. provide the persons involved in the investigation with transport and communication equipment required for the investigation; and

14.3. if necessary, to request from a competent laboratory, a certification or an inspection institution an opinion regarding the technical state of the dangerous equipment and the potential causes of the accident.

15. The possessor of the relevant dangerous equipment shall pay expenses related to the investigation of the accident.

16. The official of the State Labour Inspection shall prepare an accident investigation report relating to the dangerous equipment (annex) which includes results of the accident investigation. The report, together with other accident investigation materials, shall be submitted to the head of unit of the State Labour Inspection.

17. Accident investigation materials are the following:

17.1. report regarding investigation of an accident;

17.2. plan, scheme or photographs of the place of the accident;

17.3. information regarding the injured persons (if any);

17.4. witness statements regarding the accident and written explanations by the service personnel of the dangerous equipment;

17.5. information regarding the training, certification and instruction of the service personnel of the dangerous equipment;

17.6. inspection documents regarding the dangerous equipment prepared by a competent laboratory, certification or inspection institution (laboratory examinations, technical calculations, and reports), as well as the opinions of specialists and experts;

17.7. copies of documents certifying the qualifications of specialists and experts invited to the accident investigation; and

17.8. excerpts from regulatory enactments and instructions, which have not been observed and the accident happened as a result.

18. The head of unit of the State Labour Inspection shall examine the accident investigation materials within three working days. The State Labour Inspection shall register the materials and send a copy of the accident investigation report to the following:

18.1. the possessor of the dangerous equipment; and

18.2. the relevant State Police Administration (Office) if an accident has caused serious injury or the death of persons.

19. The possessor of the dangerous equipment has a duty to familiarise the personnel who serviced the dangerous equipment with the accident investigation results and within the time period specified in the report regarding investigation of an accident investigation to notify to the State Labour Inspection of the measures taken to eliminate the consequences of the accident, as well as of the risk assessment results with respect to other potential accidents and the measures foreseen for the reduction or prevention of this risk.
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V. Jaksons

Annex

Cabinet Regulation No. 258

25 June 2002

Report regarding the investigation of an accident with Dangerous Equipment

	

	(given name, surname, place of work and position of the official of the State Labour Inspection or chairperson of the commission)

	

	


	

	(given name, surname, place of work and position of the invited specialists, experts and commission members)

	

	

	

	


from ___________ (date) to ___________ (date) investigated the accident with the dangerous equipment and prepared the present report.

1. Undertaking (company), institution or organisation in which the accident occurred

	

	(name)

	

	(address)


	2. Possessor of the dangerous equipment
	

	
	(given name, surname) 


	3. Type of business activity
	

	
	


4. The accident occurred on __________ (date) at _________ (time). 

	5. Information regarding the dangerous equipment
	

	
	(name,

	
	

	registration number, year of manufacture, period of use (in years),
	

	
	

	technical state, data from the last inspection and other information)
	

	
	

	
	


	6. Type of work to be performed
	


7. Information regarding the training, certification, instruction and assignment for work of the dangerous equipment service personnel.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	8. Characteristics of the place of the accident
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	9. Circumstances of the accident
	

	
	(sequence of events, organisation of work,

	
	

	information regarding the dangerous substances involved in the accident,
	

	
	

	hazard: fire, explosion, leak of substances or other (specify))
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	10. Causes of the accident
	

	
	(characteristics of the causes, persons

	
	

	who have allowed violations of the requirements prescribed by regulatory enactments and
	

	
	

	enumeration of the relevant regulatory enactments)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	11. Consequences of the accident
	

	
	(number of injured or dead persons,

	
	

	material losses, danger for the environment and other information)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	12. Witnesses to the accident
	

	
	(given name, surname, position (occupation), place of work)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


13. Inspection documents regarding the dangerous equipment prepared by a competent laboratory, certification or inspection institution (laboratory examinations, technical calculations, reports and other documents), as well as the opinions of specialists and experts

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


14. Measures for rectification of the causes and elimination of the consequences of the accident, performance of the measures and time periods for the performance thereof

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	15. List of materials attached to the investigation report
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Official of the State Labour Inspection

	or chairperson of the commission
	

	
	(signature and full name)


Invited specialists and experts

	or commission members
	

	
	(signature and full name)


A report regarding investigation of the accident with dangerous equipment has been registered with the State Labour Inspection on ____________ (date)

Registration No.___

Minister for Welfare 



V. Jaksons
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