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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 261

Adopted 16 July 1996

Procedures Regarding Purchase, Sale and Export of Ferrous and Non-ferrous Metal Waste and Scrap

Issued pursuant to Section 32 of the 

Law On Entrepreneurial Activity
I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations determine the procedures for the purchase from natural persons and legal persons, as well as the sale and exportation of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap.

2. Terms used in these Regulations:

2.1. ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap – metal waste and scrap resulting from the manufacture or mechanical working of metals and metal goods not usable as such because of breakage, cutting-up, wear or other reasons;

2.2. re-export – exportation (export) of goods, imported from foreign states, to another state; and

2.3. storage place of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap – an enclosed territory or a warehouse, indicated in the relevant special permit (licence) (hereinafter – licence), where ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap may be purchased and stored.

3. In order to carry out the purchase as well as export of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap, a relevant licence shall be obtained.

4. The following types of licences have been determined for entrepreneurial activity with ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap:

4.1. a licence for the purchase of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap:

4.1.1. with the right to purchase waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals from natural persons;

4.1.2. without the right to purchase waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals from natural persons; and

4.1.3. with the right to purchase only waste and scrap of ferrous metals; and

4.2. a licence for the export of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap purchased in Latvia (indicating the commodity code in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia).
5. Licences shall be issued by a licensing commission, formed by the Ministry of Economics, which shall consist of authorised representatives from the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Transport and the Ministry of Economics.

6. A licence for the purchase of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap, as well as for the export of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap purchased in Latvia, shall be issued for one year.

7. If a licence is issued only for the purchase of waste and scrap of ferrous metals, the licensing commission is entitled to extend such licence by re-registration, but not more than for five consecutive years.

8. Re-export of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap shall be performed only under the control of customs authorities.

9. Ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap intended for re-export may be stored, as well as otherwise handled, only in customs warehouses.

10. The transport of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap intended for re-export is permitted only by motor vehicles accompanied by officers of the relevant unit of the Customs Department of the State Revenue Service.

11. Temporary importation and exportation of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap for recycling shall be performed in accordance with the procedures set out in the Law On Customs Duty (Tariffs) (Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official gazette of the Government of Latvia], 1994, No. 121; 1995, Nos. 146, 159, 170 and 177) and in other legal enactments. 

12. Any type of advertising of the pursuit of entrepreneurial activity with ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap is permitted only after a relevant licence has been obtained.

13. In advertising the pursuit of entrepreneurial activity with ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap, an undertaking (company) shall indicate the number of the licence obtained and the date issued, as well as the address of the place of purchase and storage of the ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap.

14. The purchased ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap may be stored only in the place indicated in the licence.

15. If an undertaking (company) has submitted several lease contracts to the licensing commission regarding warehouses or enclosed territories for the purchase and storage of scrap metal, the legal address of the relevant warehouses or enclosed territories shall be indicated in the licence after the undertaking (company) has transferred the State fee to the State budget – 30 lati for each subsequent purchase and storage place of scrap metal.

16. The licensing commission shall annul the issued licence if the undertaking (company):

16.1. has not commenced, within three months and without good cause, the activity provided for in the licence issued;

16.2. has provided false information in order to obtain the licence;

16.3. has violated the procedures set out in these Regulations;

16.4. has committed a violation of the customs regulations with respect to the procedures of import, export or storage of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap;

16.5. has failed to comply with the procedures by which an undertaking (company) is to settle accounts with the State budget; or

16.6. is involved in illegal transactions and State law enforcement institutions have established such in accordance with procedures prescribed by law.

17. A licence that has been annulled for an undertaking (company) shall not be renewed.

18. A notarised copy of the licence shall be kept at the storage places of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap.

19. Only the undertaking (company) to which the licence has been issued is entitled to utilise the licence, and the undertaking (company) referred to shall be liable for utilisation thereof.

20. A licensed undertaking (company) is not entitled to authorise another legal or natural person to purchase ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap.

21. A licensed undertaking (company) is entitled to settle its mutual accounts with another legal person, only by mediation of bank institutions.

II. Purchase, Sale and Export of Ferrous and Non-ferrous Metal Waste and Scrap

22. Only such undertakings (companies) as have obtained a licence for the purchase of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap are permitted to purchase ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap from natural and legal persons.

23. It is permitted to purchase any type of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap that has resulted from economic activity in industry, construction and agriculture, and from domestic use and other fields.

24. Purchase of waste and scrap of ferrous metals from natural persons shall be documented with a purchase document which shall indicate the seller’s given name and surname, personal identity number, place of residence and passport number or personal identification document number, as well as the name, origin and weight of the waste and scrap metal purchased.

25. The purchase of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap from legal persons shall be documented with a strict accountability bill of lading-invoice.

26. Waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals may be purchased from legal persons if a deed has been drawn up attesting to the primary acquisition and origin of the waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals. One copy of the deed shall be kept by the seller, the other by the purchaser. A document that attests to the origin of the waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals shall be added to the deed. The documents referred to shall be kept for three years.

[5 December 2000]

26.1 Undertakings (companies) may purchase from natural persons only waste and scrap of ferrous metals of domestic-use origin.

[5 December 2000]

27. The licensing commission may permit the purchase of waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals of domestic-use origin from natural persons by such licensed undertakings (companies) as have operated for at least two years without violations.

28. The purchase of waste and scrap of ferrous metals of domestic-use origin from natural persons shall be permitted during specified days and hours if the passport or a personal identification document of the seller has been presented and a purchase document has been drawn up indicating the given name, surname, personal identification number, place of residence and the number of the passport or the personal identification document of the seller, as well as the origin of the waste or scrap (non-usable household objects, car batteries, or other specific description of the waste or scrap).

29. If a natural person wishes to sell waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals of non-domestic-use origin, the undertaking (company) shall immediately notify the State police thereof.

[5 December 2000]

30. The waste and scrap of non-ferrous metals of domestic-use origin purchased from natural persons shall be stored at a separate warehouse or an enclosed area of a warehouse.

[5 December 2000]

31. Only such undertakings (companies) as have obtained, in accordance with prescribed procedures, a licence for the pursuit of the relevant entrepreneurial activity shall be permitted to export ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste and scrap purchased in Latvia.

III. Closing Provisions

32. [8 September 1998 ]
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