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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 276

Adopted 8 April 2004

Regulations regarding Criteria for Recognition and the Procedures for Recognition, Operational Conditions and the Control of Operations of Fishery and Aquaculture Product Producer Groups
Issued pursuant to

Section 9, Paragraph two 

of the Law on Agricultural and Rural Development 

I. General Provision

1. These Regulations prescribe the criteria for recognition and the procedures for recognition, operational conditions and control of operations of fishery and aquaculture product producer groups.

II. Criteria for the Recognition of Fishery and Aquaculture Product Producer Groups 
2. A fishery product producer group may qualify for recognition if it can operate in accordance with the operational conditions of producer groups specified by the European Union and complies with the following criteria:

2.1. in the possession of members of the producer group at the beginning of each fishing year (i.e. on the basis of the status as of 1 January) in the relevant fishing area – in the Baltic Sea, the Gulf of Riga and coastal area (hereinafter – the relevant fishing area) – there shall be at least 20 per cent of the total number of fishing vessels operating in the relevant fishing area and which have been registered in the list of fishing vessels of the National Board of Fisheries, a State institution under the supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture; and

2.2. their own caught fish, which are offered by the members of fishery product producer group and sold in the market shall be at least 15 per cent of the total volume of catch of the relevant fish species in the internal waters of Latvia.

3. An aquaculture product producer group may qualify for recognition if it can operate in accordance with the operational conditions of a producer group specified by the European Union and the members thereof during a year shall cultivate and sell in the market 25 per cent of the total volume of production reared of the relevant animal species (specie) to be reared in aquaculture in Latvia.

III. Procedure for the Recognition and Operational Conditions of the Producer Groups of Fishery and Aquaculture Products
4. The Rural Support Service is the competent authority in Latvia, which takes decisions regarding the recognition of fishery and aquaculture product producer groups. The Rural Support Service shall take a decision regarding the granting of representative status for a recognised fishery and aquaculture product producer group if, in accordance with the opinion of the Rural Support Service, it observes the criteria specified in the legislation of the European Union regarding the expansion of production and realisation norms for fishery and aquaculture products in respect of the producers, which are not members of the recognised fishery or aquaculture product producer group, but which sell their own caught fish or rear aquaculture animals in the relevant district, in which the recognised fishery or aquaculture product producer group operates.

[21 December 2004]
5. The fishery or aquaculture product producer group, which wishes to qualify for recognition, shall submit an application to the Rural Support Service regarding the recognition of the relevant producer group (Annex). The documents specified in the legislation of the European Union shall be attached to the application.

6. The fishery and aquaculture product producer group in accordance with the procedures set out in regulatory enactments may dispute a decision of the Rural Support Service.

7. The recognised fishery and aquaculture product producer group may qualify for financial compensation for measures performed in respect of withdrawal from the fishery product market, for transfer of fishery products for further processing and storage thereof before a repeated offer in the market (hereinafter – market intervention measures), as well as for drawing up and implementation of operational fishery and aquaculture product producer group programmes.

8. The recognised fishery and aquaculture product producer group, which is attempting to qualify for the compensation provided for in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations, shall ensure the submission of information and documents in the Rural Support Service in accordance with European Union legislation.

IV. Control of the Operation of Fishery And Aquaculture Product Producer Groups
9. In accordance with its competence, the Rural Support Service shall be responsible for the control of the operations of recognised fishery and aquaculture product producer groups, the evaluation of the operational programme drawn up by them, compensation payments provided and submission of the necessary reports to the European Commission. The Rural Support Service shall also perform other activities, which in accordance with European Union legislation are within its competence.

10. [21 December 2004]

11. [21 December 2004]

12. [21 December 2004]

13. [21 December 2004]

14. [21 December 2004]

V. Closing Provision

15. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2004.
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M. Roze

Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 276

8 April 2004

Application for the Recognition of Fishery/Aquaculture Product Producer Groups

	1. Producer group
	

	
	(name)

	
	

	(legal address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address)


	2. Authorised person(-s)
	

	
	(given name, surname) 

	
	

	(address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address)


	3. Contact person(-s)
	

	
	(given name, surname) 

	
	

	(address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address)


4. Modus/modi operandi for which an application is submitted for the recognition of producer group

	Organising of supplies of fishery and aquaculture products
	

	Stabilisation of prices for fishery and aquaculture products
	

	Planning of catch (production)
	

	Promotion of utilisation of fishery methods intended for sustainable fishery
	


5. Members of the producer group qualifying for recognition, the fishing vessels in the possession thereof and the volume of catches of the last two years*

	No.
	Members of the producer group of fishery products
	Fishery vessels in the possession of the members of producer group of fishery products
	The volumes of catches of the last two years of members of producer group of fishery products

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	


6. Members of the producer group qualifying for recognition, their caught/cultivated production during the previous year, its volume and value (LVL)**

	No.
	Members of producer group
	The production caught/cultivated by the members of the producer group during the previous year
	Volumes of production
	Value of production

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	


7. How the modi operandi will be ensured

	Description of modi operandi


8. Annexes:

8.1. copy of the registration certificate of the producer group;

8.2. copy of the taxpayer registration certificate of the producer group;

8.3. copy of the articles of association of the producer group;

8.4. copy of the internal procedure regulations of the producer group;

8.5. a list of persons which are authorised to act on behalf of the producer group;

8.6. the annual accounts approved by the State Revenue Service regarding the last completed business year before the submission of an application, except in the case, when the application is submitted in the first year of operation of the producer group;

8.7. an attestation of the producer group regarding compliance of the producer group with the criteria for recognition as a fishery or aquaculture product producer group.

Notes.

* Shall be completed if the members of the producer group are fishing in the Baltic Sea, in the Gulf of Riga or in the coastal area. 

** Shall be completed if the members of the producer group are fishing in the internal waters or are engaged in aquaculture.
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