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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 280

Adopted 24 April 2007

General Procedures for the Issue of Licences for the Use of Subterranean Depths and Authorisations for the Extraction of Widespread Mineral Resources, and for the Use of Geological Information
Issued pursuant to

Section 4, Paragraph five, Clause 1,

Section 10, Paragraph one and eleven and

Section 23, Paragraph four 

of the Law On Subterranean Depths

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:


1.1. the contents for the passport of the deposit of mineral resources (except groundwater);


1.2. procedures for the issue of a licence for the use of subterranean depths (hereinafter – licence) and for the issue of an authorisation for the extraction of widespread mineral resources (hereinafter – authorisation); and


1.3. the general procedures for the use of geological information.

2. These Regulations also apply to the cleaning, deepening or installation of surface water bodies, if the referred to objects comply to any of the following criteria: 


2.1. the surface water body is cleaned, deepened or installed within the territory of the deposit of mineral resources, which is included in the register of mineral resources; and


2.2. it is intended to extract more than 20 000 m3 of mineral resources during the course of implementation of the surface water body installation project. 

3. The requirements referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.1. of these Regulations shall not apply to the renovation and reconstruction of land amelioration systems.  

4. In respect to hydrocarbons these Regulations shall be applied only in those matters regarding the information to be submitted to the Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Agency (hereinafter – Agency) or the use of geological information at the disposal thereof.

 

5. The categories of the stocks of deposits of mineral resources shall be applied for exploration, extraction and record of mineral resources in the Mineral deposit register and for the balance of the stock of mineral resources pursuant to the detailedness of geological research in accordance with the regulatory enactments which determine the procedures for the use of subterranean depths.

 

6. Licences in which the use of the useful properties of subterranean depths is intended, shall be issued, if the section of subterranean depths to be licensed has been geologically researched and the research data have been evaluated and accepted in the Agency.

 

7. Licences, in which the construction and exploitation of underground structures not connected with the extraction of mineral resources is intended, shall be issued, if the section of subterranean depth to be licensed has been geologically researched and the research data have been evaluated and accepted in the Agency, as well as if such construction is not in conflict with the territorial planning of the local government.

 

8. The addressee of a licence or authorisation has the right of ownership to the mineral resources extracted, if the addressee has not refused from it in the contract regarding the rights to use subterranean depths.

 

9. The users of subterranean depths (except groundwater) prior to the extraction of mineral resources shall be:


9.1. issued the passport of the deposit of mineral resources (Annex 1), in which the basic information regarding the deposit of mineral resources obtained during the geological research, accepted stocks, quality of the stocks of mineral resources and possibilities for use is included, as well as in which the requirements to be observed in issuing the authorisation or licence are specified; and  


9.2. granted the limit for extraction of mineral resources (Annex 2) in which the maximum permissible amount for extraction of mineral resources within the specified land area and time period is specified. 

 

10. The passport for the deposit of mineral resources shall be prepared and the authorisation or licence shall be issued:


10.1. if the detailedness of the geological research of the stocks of mineral resources complies with the stocks of mineral resources of A or N category; and


10.2. if the extraction of mineral resources within the relevant land parcel is specified as the intended (permitted) type of use of the territory in the territorial planning of the local government.

 

11. The term of validity of the passport of the deposit of mineral resources may not exceed 10 years.

 

12. In issuing the passport of the deposit of mineral resources for the extraction of the stock of mineral resources of N category, the Agency may request the performance of additional geological research prior to the commencement of extraction works.

 

13. The limit of extraction of mineral resources may be divided into smaller parts upon co-ordination with the Agency.

II. Procedures for the Issue of Authorisations and Licences

14. In order to receive an authorisation (Annex 3) or licence (Annex 4), the following documents shall be submitted: 


14.1. a submission for the receipt of an authorisation or licence (Annex 5);


14.2. a copy of that contract, which has been entered into with a land owner regarding the use of subterranean depths, if the authorisation or licence is requested by a person who is not the land owner;


14.3. information regarding the qualification of the personnel and technical provision intended for performance of works except the case, when it is intended to use subterranean depths for recreational and tourism activities; 


14.4. the work programme, except the case, if the authorisation or licence is issued for the extraction of mineral resources;


14.5. the map or plan of the territory intended for the use of subterranean depths; 


14.6. if the territory intended for the use of subterranean depths is located within the protection zone of cultural monuments – written consent of the State Inspection for Heritage Protection; 


14.7. for the receipt of an authorisation – the passport and document of the deposit of mineral resources, where the limit for extraction of mineral resources granted by the Agency is indicated; and 


14.8. if the rights for use of subterranean depths are granted in accordance with the competition or tendering procedures – the decision of the commission regarding the results of the competition or tendering procedure. 

 

15. The Agency shall request the consent of the relevant regional branch of the State Agency “Sabiedrības veselības aģentūra” [Public Health Agency] for establishment of a water supply borehole.

 

16. If the information indicated in a submission is incomplete or the documents referred to in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations are not appended to a submission, the issuer of the authorisation or licence shall notify the submitter of the submission within 14 days after the receipt of the submission and indicate the information to be submitted. The day of receipt of a submission shall be considered the day when all the necessary information is received.

 

17. If the submitter of a submission does not provide additional information or it is discovered, that he or she has provided false information, the issuer of the authorisation or licence shall take a decision not to issue the authorisation or licence.

 

18. A merchant may receive a licence for a time period of up to one year for the entire territory of Latvia or for the territory of a separate State region, if the subterranean depths are intended to be used in the following way:


18.1. for engineering geological research for the needs of I category structures, as well as for hydro-geological, geo-ecological or geophysical research; and


18.2. 18.1. for establishment of monitoring systems and performance of observations.

 

19. The Agency shall extend the licence referred to in Paragraph 18 of these Regulations for one year, if a merchant has fulfilled the licence conditions during the term of validity of the previous licence. 

 

20. The addressee of a licence shall enter into an agreement with the land owner regarding the rights to use subterranean depths during the term of validity of the licences referred to in Paragraph 18 of these Regulations and shall notify the State Environmental Service regarding the intended works and time for fulfilment thereof.

 

21. The authorisation or licence shall have the following Annexes:


21.1.conditions for the use of subterranean depths;


21.2. the layout of the territory intended for the use of subterranean depths on the map or plan or description of borders, if the licence has been issued for extraction of mineral resources or geological research; and


21.3. the limit for extraction of mineral resources, if the licence is issued for the extraction of mineral resources. 

 

22. The requirements to be observed when using subterranean depths shall be included in the conditions for the use of subterranean depths of an authorisation or licence.

 

23. The authorisation for extraction of mineral resources shall be issued for a time period, which is indicated in the limit for extraction of mineral resources issued by the Agency.

 

24. The following information shall be indicated in the map or plan referred to in Sub-paragraph 21.2. of these Regulations: 


24.1. the area of the deposit of mineral resource or geological research;  


24.2. the land parcel in the ownership or possession of the addressee of the authorisation or licence; and


24.3. the co-ordinates of the border points of the territory intended for the extraction of mineral resources or geological research in the Latvian geodetic datum LKS-92.

 

25. If the addressee of the authorisation or licence has fulfilled the requirements of the regulatory enactments regulating environment protection and the requirements of the conditions of the authorisation or licence, he or she may request that the area specified in the authorisation or licence is enlarged or reduced.

 

26. In the cases referred to in Paragraph 25 of these Regulations the addressee of the authorisation or licence shall submit a submission to the issuer of the authorisation or licence and the following documents:


26.1. the work programme in the area of the authorisation or licence after the enlargement or reduction thereof; and


26.2. if the addressee of the authorisation or licence wishes to enlarge the area – a copy of the contract entered into with a land owner regarding the use of subterranean depths , if the addressee of the authorisation or licence is not the land owner.

27. If the addressee of the authorisation or licence requests to enlarge or reduce the area specified in the authorisation or licence, the issuer of the authorisation or licence shall request the information from the State Environmental Service regarding the completion of the conditions of the authorisation or licence. 

 

28. The authorisation or licence for one land property for two or more types of use of subterranean depths shall be issued, if the different types of use of subterranean depths do not interfere with each other in accordance with the opinion of the Agency.

 

29. If the new type of use of subterranean depths interferes the present licence or authorisation holder to perform activities allowed for him or her in accordance with the opinion of the Agency , in order to receive an authorisation or licence for the new type of use of subterranean depths, the approval by the present authorisation or licence holder is necessary.

 

30. If the merchant, who has received an authorisation or a licence, changes the company or carries out reorganisation, the issuer of the authorisation or licence shall re-register the authorisation or licence on the new name of the addressee of the authorisation or licence, when the merchant has submitted a copy of the relevant decision of State notary of the Register of Enterprises.

 

31. An authorisation or licence shall be issued in accordance with the following procedures:


31.1. the addressee of the authorisation or licence shall present:



31.1.1. a natural person – a passport, a representative of a legal person – a document attesting that the representative is authorised to receive an authorisation or licence on behalf of the legal person, if the person has not registered the right of representation of the legal person in the Register of Enterprises;



31.1.2. a document confirming that the State fee regarding the authorisation or licence has been paid;


31.2. the issuer of the authorisation or licence shall register the authorisation or licence in the journal of issuance of authorisations or in the journal of issuance of licences –in paper form or in electronic form; and


31.3. one copy of the authorisation or licence shall be issued to the addressee of the authorisation or licence, the other shall be kept by the issuer of the authorisation or licence.

 

32. A local government shall notify the State Environmental Service regarding the authorisations issued and cancelled once a quarter up to the twentieth day of the month following thereof.

 

33. The Agency shall notify the State Environmental Service regarding the licences issued and cancelled, as well as the passports of deposits of mineral resources and limits for extraction granted, once per quarter up to the twentieth day of the month following thereof.

 

34. The decision of the Agency may be contested in the Environment State Bureau. A decision of the Environment State Bureau may be contested in the court in accordance with the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law. 

 

35. A decision of the local government may be contested and appealed in accordance with the procedures specified in the Law On Local Governments. 

III. General Procedures for Use of Geological Information

36. The users of subterranean depths shall hand over the geological information (except the report regarding the amount of extraction of mineral resources) to the State Geology Fund of the Agency. The State Geology Fund shall ensure the accumulation, storage and use of geological information in accordance with the requirements of the relevant regulatory enactments.

 

37. A user of subterranean depths shall submit a report regarding the extraction of mineral resources (Annex 6) to the State Environmental Service up to 1 February of the next calendar year. 

 

38. The data obtained during the use of subterranean depths shall be compiled in a geological report, if it is not requested in the conditions of the authorisation or licence to submit geological information in another form.

 

39. A geological report shall consist of:


39.1 a text part, where the activities performed and methods used are described, the data obtained during the use of subterranean depths are compiled, the analysis thereof and conclusions made; and


39.2. a graphical part – maps, sections, charts and tables.

 

40. If the user of the subterranean depths has submitted geological information not complying with the requirements of the licence, the Agency shall request to make the necessary correction within 30 days (of the day of fact detection).

 

41. The extractors of mineral resources shall notify the Agency:


41.1. regarding the necessity for repeated acceptance of the stocks of mineral resources, if they have lost the quality greatly due to the circumstances of extraction or other reasons, as well as if during the extraction new geological information has been discovered regarding the amount of the stocks of mineral resources; and


41.2. regarding mineral resources not referred to in a licence or authorisation, mineralisation features, concentration of dangerous substances, palaeontological or archaeological finds, discovered during the course of permitted activities.  

 

42. The information may be generally accessible and restricted access information: 


42.1. restricted access geological information shall be the following:



42.1.1. the content of negotiations of bilateral, also State authorities, merchants and foreign partners thereof and the results in the field of use of mineral resources of national significance, deposits of national significance and areas of subterranean depths;



42.1.2. the geologically economic substantiation and conceptions of the strategies for the use of mineral resources of national significance, deposits of national significance and areas of subterranean depths;



42.1.3. materials of geological and geo-physical research of mineral resources of national significance, deposits of national significance and areas of subterranean depths, also initial materials and geological reports;



42.1.4. information regarding new methods of geological activities and technical means, which are at the stage of development of approbation and are not protected by patent law or copyright;



42.1.5. geological data the disclosing of which may endanger the economic interests of their owners; and



42.1.6. information owned by private persons the use of which is limited by the conditions of the contract regarding the use of geological information. The referred to information is specially marked and interested persons receive it only with the permission of the information owners. If the interested person wants to receive geological information which is intended for fee by the owner thereof, the Agency shall notify the information owner thereof. A special contract shall be drawn up where the provisions for transfer of information, its price, commission and other conditions are specified; and


42.2. the information which is not referred to in Sub-paragraph 42.1. of these Regulations shall be generally accessible information.

 

43. The status of restricted access information for the information transferred to the State Geological Fund shall be determined by: 


43.1. a private person – regarding the information owned by him of her in accordance with Sub-paragraph 42.1.5. of these Regulations for a period of time up to five years after the transfer of information; or


43.2. the Director of the Agency – in all other cases.

 

44. The owner of the geological information shall submit a justified submission regarding the specification of the status of restricted access information for the geological information owned by him or her to the Agency in the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 42.1.5 of these Regulations.

 

45. Private persons may use:


45.1. restricted access geological information owned by the State – upon the permit of the Director of the Agency; and


45.2. restricted access geological information owned by private persons – upon the permit of the owner thereof.

IV. Closing Provisions

46. Up to the day of coming into force of these Regulations:


46.1. the authorisations and licences issued shall be valid up to the end of the term of validity indicated therein; and


46.2. passports of deposits of mineral resources shall be valid up to 20 June 2015.

 

 

Prime Minister




A. Kalvītis

Minister for the Environment



R. Vējonis

Annex 1
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Passport of the Deposit

of Mineral Resources (Except Ground Water)

	1. The name of the deposit of mineral resources
	 


 

	2. Administrative possession
	 


 

	3. Type of mineral resources
	 


 

	4. Deposit explored by
	 

	 
	(who explored the deposit and when)


 

	5. The status of the deposit of mineral resources of national significance
	 


 

	6. Information regarding the development of deposit performed earlier
	 

	 


 

	7. Amount of the stock of mineral resources in accordance with
	 


 

	Type of mineral resources
	Division of stock by categories

	
	total amount (thousand m3)
	including under the level of groundwater (thousand M3) 

	
	A
	N
	P 
	A
	N
	P 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 

8. Characterisation of mine deposits

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Area

(thousand m2)
	Thickness of useful layer (m)

	
	
	from
	until
	on average

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


 

9. Characterisation of topping and seam

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Area (thousand m2)
	Thickness of topping

(m)
	Thickness of seam between useful layers (m)
	Thickness of water layer

	
	
	from
	until
	on average
	from
	until
	on average
	from
	until
	on average

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

10. Main quality parameters of mineral resources

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Quality parameter
	Unit of measurement
	Value

	
	
	
	from
	until
	on average

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

11. Possible use of mineral resources

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Possibilities of usage by exploration data

	
	

	 
	 

	 
	 


 

12. Hydro-geological conditions of the deposit of mineral resources

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Deposit of useful cluster of layer in relation to level of ground water


	Static water level from the surface of the land

	
	
	from
	until

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 

13. Other accepted stocks and resources of mineral resources within the deposit:


13.1. the amount of mineral resources by categories

 

	Type of mineral resources
	A
	N
	P 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 


13.2. characterisation of the mine deposit

 

	Type of mineral resources
	Area

(thousand m2)
	Thickness of useful layer (m)

	
	
	from
	until
	on average

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 


13.3. layout of other mineral resources in relation to the main mineral resource

	 

	 


 

14. Special areas of conservation within the territory of the deposit of mineral resources

 

	Special area of conservation
	Area (ha)

	 
	 

	 
	 


 


15. Additional information and conditions to be observed in exploitation of the deposit

	 

	 


 

Appended: 1. Decision of the commission for accepting of the stocks of mineral resources,

2. Map (plan) of layout of the deposit.

 

	Passport has been drawn up
	____________________ (date)

	 
	 

	Passport is valid up to
	____________________ (date)


 

	Director of the Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Agency
	 

	 
	(signature and full name)


 

Place for a seal

Minister for the Environment


R. Vējonis

Annex 2
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Limit for Extraction of Mineral Resources

 

	 

	(the name of the deposit of mineral resources)


 

	 

	(the location of the deposit)


 

	 

	(the given name, surname or firm name of the user of subterranean depths, the local government to which the limit for extraction is granted)


 

	 

	(a time period for which limit for extraction is granted)


 

	Type of mineral resources
	Unit of measurement
	The amount of limit for extraction
	Stock category

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 

(Plan of the layout of the deposit of mineral resources, where the borders of the land in ownership or possession are indicated, for which the limit for extraction is granted.)

 

	Latvijas Vides, ģeoloģijas un meteoroloģijas aģentūras direktors
	 

	 Director of the Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Agency
	(signature and full name)


Place for a seal
___________________ __________ (date)

 

 

Minister for the Environment



R. Vējonis

Annex 3
Cabinet Regulation No. 280

24 April 2007

 

	 

	(the name of the local government)


 
Authorisation for the Extraction of Widespread Mineral Resources

No. _______

 

	Issued to:
	 

	 
	(the firm name and registration number of a merchant or the given name, surname, personal identity number, passport number, year and place of issue of a natural person)


 

	(the name of the deposit of mineral resources)


 

	(type of mineral resources)


 

Authorisation issued on ____________ _____ (date)

and shall be valid up to ______________ ______ (date)

 

This authorisation shall be valid together with the passport of the deposit of mineral resources issued by the Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Agency or a copy thereof and a document, in which the limits for extraction of the mineral resources are specified, and a map or plan or description of the borders, taking into account the conditions for use of the subterranean depths.

 

	 
	Chairperson
	 

	(the name of the local government)
	 
	(signature and full name)


 

Place for a seal

 

 

Minister for the Environment



R. Vējonis

Annex 4
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Licence for the Use of Subterranean Depths
No. _______

 

	Issued to:
	 

	 
	(the name of the local government, the firm name, registration number and address of a merchant or the given name, surname and personal identity number of a natural person )


 

	 

	(type of use of subterranean depths)

	 

	(licensed object)

	 

	(administrative possession of a licensed object)


 

Licence issued in Riga____________ ________ (date)

and shall be valid up to ______________ ______ (date)

 

Annexes to the licence shall be an integrated part thereof (….. pages)

 

	Director of the Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Agency
	 

	 
	(signature and full name)

	Responsible secretary
	 

	 
	(signature and full name)



Place for a seal

 

 

Minister for the Environment



R. Vējonis

Annex 5
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Submission for Receipt of an Authorisation or Licence

 

	1. Submitted
	 

	(the name of the issuer of a licence for use of subterranean depths or an authorisation for widespread mineral resources)


 

	2. The submitter
	 

	 
	(the given name, surname, personal identity number, passport number, date and place of issue, address and phone number of the natural person


 

	 

	or merchant’s firm name, registration number and date, address, phone number and fax number, e-mail address)

	 

3. Type of use of the subterranean depths
	 

	 
	 


 

	4. Territories intended for the use of subterranean depths
	 

	4.1. administrative possession
	 

	4.2. burdens, including protection zones
	 


 

	5. Authorisation or licence is requested for the time being 
	 


 

	6. Authorised person who receives a licence
	 

	 
	(position, given name, surname)


 

7. The following documents are appended to a submission (in submitting copies of documents, the originals thereof shall be presented):

	7.1.
	 

	7.2.
	 

	7.3.
	 

	7.4.
	 

	7.5.
	 

	 
	 

	(position, signature and full name of the submitter of a submission or 
his or her responsible official)


Place for a seal

(seal of a legal person)

	(date)


To be completed by the recipient of a submission

	 

Submission registration number
	 

	 

Registration date
	 

	 

 
	 

	(signature of a responsible person)


 

 

Minister for the Environment



R. Vējonis
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Report Regarding Extraction of Mineral Resources

	 
	(year)


 

	The user of the subterranean depths
	 

	 
	(the given name, surname and personal identity number of a natural person or the firm name, registration number and address of a merchant)


 

	Name of the deposit, administrative possession
	Authorisation or licence number, period of validity and issuer
	Mineral resource
	Unit of measurement
	Limit for the extraction at the beginning of the year by categories


	Amount of the mineral resource extracted
	Balance of the limit of extraction at the end of the year by categories
	Information regarding further use of the mineral resource extracted

	
	
	
	
	A
	N
	
	A
	N
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

	The report is drawn up by
	 
	 
	The report is approved by
	 

	 
	(signature and full name)
	 
	 
	(signature of the Head and full name)


Place for a seal

	Date
	 


 

Notation of the State Environmental Service regarding the receipt of a report _______________________________

 

 

Minister for the Environment


R. Vējonis
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