Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 291

Adopted 2 July 2002

By-laws of the Latvian Food Centre
Issued pursuant to Section 20 of the Law on the Supervision of the Handling of Food 
1. The Latvian Food Centre (hereinafter – Centre) is a State administrative institution supervised by the Ministry of Welfare.

2. The Centre shall have a seal with the supplemented lesser State coat of arms of Latvia and the full name of the Centre.

3. The Centre shall ensure the performance of the main tasks prescribed by the Law on the Supervision of the Handling of Food, and perform the following functions:

3.1.  in conformity with its competence, compare regulatory enactments and analyse their conformity to the relevant European Union legislative acts and requirements of the European Commission;

3.2. prepare proposals for the optimisation of nutrition policy and organise the implementation thereof, develop a corresponding concept and draft action plans, update it and co-ordinate the implementation thereof in accordance with the strategy of the World Health Organisation regarding healthy nutrition issues, determine the deficit of micro-substances in nutrition, develop draft micro-substance deficit prevention programmes and co-ordinate the implementation of the programmes;

3.3. organise co-operation of science establishments in respect of scientific evaluation of food-related issues in accordance with European Union legislative acts and programmes, which include nutrition and harmless food issues;

3.4. co-ordinate the use of internationally recognised food testing methods, providing laboratories involved in food control with information regarding methods for determination of new risks of food origin;

3.5. organise training of food inspectors and specialists of conformity assessment institutions in determination and evaluation of new risks of food origin;

3.6. analyse the results of the State supervision and control of the handling of food for the current year, as well as analyse the factors that cause illnesses related to food origin and ensure the accessibility of information regarding the results of such analysis to the public;

3.7.  participate, in conformity with its competence, in international co-operation in the area related to the determination and analysis of the risks of food origin;

3.8. create and maintain lists, databases and registers prescribed by regulatory enactments;

3.9.  promote the development of sustainable, healthy and safe agricultural product production in co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture;

3.10. prepare proposals regarding draft regulatory enactments that are necessary to resolve problems related to genetically modified organisms, co-ordinate the evaluation of risk related to genetically modified organisms, develop a database of genetically modified organisms registered in Latvia, ensure accessibility of information regarding genetically modified organisms to the public, as well as perform the secretariat functions of the secretariat of the Monitoring Council of Genetically Modified Organisms and Novel Foods; and

3.11. perform other functions prescribed by regulatory enactments.

4. The Centre is entitled to:

4.1. receive, free of charge, information and materials from institutions, including State supervisory and control authorities, as well as merchants in order to perform the tasks and functions prescribed by these Regulations and other regulatory enactments; and

4.2. provide paid services in conformity with a price list approved by the Minister for Welfare.

5. The structure and staff list of the Centre after co-ordination with the Minister for Welfare shall be approved by the director of the Centre, taking into account the State budget law for the current year.

6. The director of the Centre shall:

6.1. manage the work of the Centre and be personally responsible for the performance of the tasks and functions of the Centre;

6.2.  represent the Centre, in conformity with the competence, in State, local government and other institutions, as well as international institutions;

6.3. in accordance with the State Civil Service Law appoint to a position and remove from office civil servants of the Centre and hire and dismiss employees of the Centre in accordance with the regulatory enactments regulating labour rights;

6.4. deal with the material and financial resources of the Centre in accordance with the procedures set out in regulatory enactments; and

6.5. enter into labour, economic, co-operation and other agreements on behalf of the Centre.

7. The financial resources of the Centre shall be composed of grants from general revenue, income from paid services and other own income.

8. Cabinet Regulation No. 224 of 22 June 1999, By-laws of the Latvian Food Centre (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1999, No. 210/212) is repealed.
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