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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 296

Adopted 9 July 2002
Regulations regarding the Border Control Point Regime

Issued pursuant to Section 13, Paragraph five of the 

State Border Law of the Republic of Latvia

I. General Provisions
1. These regulations prescribe the border control point regime.

2. The border control point regime (hereinafter – regime) are the procedures specified in these Regulations and other regulatory enactments, and the procedures specified in international agreements binding on Latvia, by which persons may stay and move at border control points and border crossing points (hereinafter – border control points), and the procedures by which the State Border Guard, customs authorities of the State Revenue Service, the Sanitary Border Inspection of the Food and Veterinary Service, the territorial environmental health centre (hereinafter – control services) shall perform other activities related to the movement of persons and means of transport and conveyance of goods across the State border.

3. Staying of persons at border control points shall be regulated in conformity with the status of the relevant persons at the border control point. Within the meaning of these Regulations persons have the following status at the border control point:

3.1. control officials – border guards, officials of the customs authorities of the State Revenue Service (hereinafter – customs officials), officials of the Sanitary Border Inspection of the Food and Veterinary Service and the territorial environmental health centre who perform service (work) duties at border control points;

3.2. supervisory officials – employees of the State Police, security guard employees of ports and airports, and employees of aviation safety at airports who perform service (work) duties at border control points;

3.3. persons crossing the State border – persons who have arrived at a border control point in order to cross the State border;

3.4. service personnel – employees of commercial companies, employees of traffic management services, and individual merchants who perform service (work) duties at border control points; and

3.5. visitors – persons who have arrived at a border control point in order to see off (meet) persons crossing the State border, to receive (transfer) a freight, to complete customs formalities or other matters.

II. Application of Regime
4. The regime shall be determined in conformity with the type of border control point. The regime in buildings, constructions and the territory of a border control point shall be determined taking into account the functional meaning of the relevant building, construction and territory.

5. The following degrees of regime are specified:

5.1. the border control zone regime;

5.2. the closed territory of the border control point regime; and

5.3. the open territory of the border control point regime.

6. The border control zone of a border control point is a specially organised part of a border control point that is permanently demarcated and marked or specified and demarcated for the time period of arrival of international means of transport in accordance with the requirements of the control services, through which persons, means of transport and goods cross the State border and in which they are subject to border control checks.

7. The closed territory of a border control point is a permanently demarcated and marked part of the territory of an international airport or port in accordance with the requirements of the airport or port administration. Procedures for entering and staying of persons in the closed territory of a border control point shall be determined by the administration of the relevant airport or port.

8. The open territory of a border control point is the remaining part of the territory of a port, an international airport or a railway station except the part thereof referred to in Paragraphs 6 and 7 of these Regulations.

9. The border control zone regime shall determine the entering, movement and staying of a restricted group of persons in the border control zone in order to prevent illegal crossing of the State border. Persons who cross the State border must be in possession of a valid travel document at the border control zone, and they are only permitted to stay in places or premises where the border control is performed and where the staying of such persons has been provided for in accordance with the border control checks. Persons referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.1, 3.2, 3.4 and 3.5 of these Regulations must be in possession of a passport or a service identification document, an identification card or a pass of a specified form at the border control zone.
10. The regime of the closed territory of a border control point shall determine the recording of all persons who stay in such territory, and the control of their activities in order to prevent direct or indirect encouragement of illegal crossing of the State border by persons, illegal conveyance of means of transport and goods over the State border from or to the closed territory.

11. The regime of the open territory of a border control point shall not determine individual restrictions on persons except the restrictions, which have been determined by the administration of the State stock company Latvijas dzelzceļš [Latvian Railways], airport or port respectively.

III. Securing of the Regime
12. Compliance with the regime shall be ensured:

12.1. by border guards ‑ in the border control zone, but in places where they are not present – by customs officials;

12.2. by supervisory officials ‑ in the closed territory of a border control point in accordance with the procedures specified by the control services; and 

12.3. by control or supervisory officials in the open territory of a border control point in conformity with their tasks at the border control point and the competence specified in regulatory enactments.

13. At combined and joint border control points in the territory of which the control services of two states operate, the regime shall be determined and control of compliance with such regime shall be performed by the officials of the control services of both states in accordance with the procedures determined in international agreements binding on Latvia.

14. In order to ensure compliance with the regime, the chief of a border control point subject to control of the territorial unit of the State Border Guard (hereinafter – chief of a border control point) shall determine the co-operation of control and supervisory officials after co-ordination with the control and supervisory officials.

15. In order to provide support for securing compliance with the regime, service personnel, persons crossing the State border, and visitors at the border control point have a duty to:

15.1. in staying at a border control point, carry the documents specified in these Regulations;

15.2. present, upon request from control or supervisory officials, residence documents, means of transport in their possession and documents thereof, personal property and goods, as well as accompanying documents of goods necessary for the check at the border control point;

15.3. provide, upon request from control or supervisory officials, oral and written explanations regarding activities at the border control point, as well as to fulfil other lawful requirements of control or supervisory officials;

15.4. comply with and fulfil the rules of the regime, the requirements of fire safety, safety equipment and regime of passes and other binding regulations, and to comply with public order and hygiene standards;

15.5. notify the control or supervisory officials regarding the necessity to import arms, ammunition, special means, explosives, narcotic and psychotropic substances, radioactive substances, other items or substances for the transportation of which a special permit is necessary, into the territory in which a regime has been determined;

15.6. notify the control or supervisory officials regarding the necessity to perform any kind of activities at the border control point which may affect border control; and

15.7. observe the road signs and informative signs when moving in the border control point, as well as the instructions of the control or supervisory officials.

16. Control and supervisory officials in ensuring compliance with the regime have the right to examine the premises, buildings and territory of commercial companies and individual merchants if they operate at the border control point.

17. The chief of a border control point shall co-ordinate the activities of control and supervisory officials and service personnel for the maintenance of the regime.

18. The duties of the chief of a border control point in the co-ordinating of the control service activities and in ensuring the regime shall be the following:

18.1. to organise informative co-operation of control and supervisory officials and service personnel;

18.2. to co-ordinate with the control and supervisory officials the procedures for ensuring the regime and liability for the control thereof in the entire territory of the border control point;

18.3. to inform the managers of the control and supervisory officials if the relevant persons violate the requirements specified in regulatory enactments when performing duties, and to temporarily suspend the performance of duties of individual control and supervisory officials or service personnel if such performance causes harm to the interests of State border security, and without delay to notify the manager of the relevant person thereof;

18.4. to require the suspension of commercial activities at the border control point in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments if they cause harm to the interests of State border security; and

18.5. in cases specified in these Regulations to determine the form of passes and to approve the passes issued for the entering of persons and means of transport in the border control point.

IV. Specific Features of the Regime at Motor Roads Border Control Points 
19. The regime of the border control zone shall be permanently determined at the motor road border control points in the entire territory thereof. The territory of a border control point shall be enclosed and border guards shall perform the supervision and guarding thereof. In a motor road border control point with three or more lanes in one direction a fence shall separate the opposite roadways.
20. The walking of persons and driving of means of transport into the motor road border control point shall be regulated and controlled by border guards, but walking or driving out of it – by border guards or customs officials.

21. The movement of persons and means of transport crossing the State border in the territory of a motor road border control point shall be regulated and controlled by officials of all control services at their work places.

22. Persons crossing the State border, when being at the motor road border control point, are prohibited to leave the means of transport without the permission of control officials, except in cases if such has been permitted in accordance with the procedures of border control checks or if staying in the means of transport endangers the health and life of such persons.

23. Control officials, when performing official duties, shall enter the border control point and exit from it presenting a service identification document. Service or private vehicles in the possession of control officials shall be allowed to enter and leave the border control point on a priority basis in accordance with a list approved by the chief of the border control point and shall be parked in specially designated parking places. Officials of the control services who perform tasks of internal control, corruption prevention and combating of smuggling are permitted to walk or drive into the border control point without prior co-ordination with the chief of the border control point.
24. Service personnel shall enter the motor road border control point during their working time and exit from it presenting a pass of a specified form. The form of a pass shall be approved by the chief of the border control point, but the pass shall be issued by an individual merchant or the head of the relevant commercial company operating at the border control point. Service or private vehicles in the possession of service personnel shall be allowed to enter and leave the border control point on a priority basis in accordance with a list approved by the chief of the border control point, and shall be parked in specially designated parking places.
25. Control officials and service personnel (except individual merchants and the heads of control services and commercial companies) who operate at the motor road border control point, are not permitted to stay at the motor road border control point outside the working time specified in shift or assignment lists, if it is not related to:

25.1.  personnel training;

25.2.  prevention of an emergency situation;

25.3. activity in an intensified regime; or

25.4. the fulfilment of other tasks received at the border control point from individual merchants and the heads of control services and commercial companies.

26. Visitors shall be allowed to enter the motor road border control point after approval from the responsible official of the relevant control service has been received and his or her passport has been presented.

27. Supervisory officials and their means of transport, as well as means of transport of fire-fighting and other emergency services shall be allowed to enter the motor road border control point in accordance with the procedures determined by the chief of the State Border Guard if other procedures are not determined in other regulatory enactments.

28. The lists of service personnel and the following activities to be performed at the motor road border control point shall be co-ordinated with the chief of the territorial administration of the State Border Guard, which the border control point is subject to the control of :

28.1. the building of new facilities and communications, as well as the disassembling or reconstruction thereof;

28.2. the organisation of a security guard for the premises, buildings and territory of the commercial companies and individual merchants that operate at the border control point; and

28.3. the operation of public means of communications at the border control point.

V. Specific Features of the Regime at Railway Border Control Points
29. Two degrees of regime shall be determined at the railway border control points – the regime of the border control zone and the regime of the open territory of the border control point.

30. Movement of trains in the territory of a railway border control point shall be managed by the traffic management services. The referred to services shall co-ordinate the movement of trains subject to border control with the control services.

31. The border control zone shall include the territory and premises of the railway border control point in which the border control of trains, persons and goods is performed, as well as the train in which the border control is performed. 

The border control zone shall be demarcated (enclosed) and marked with information signs and notices.

32. The regime of the border control zone shall be introduced before the arrival of the train and withdrawn after the departure of the train. During the operation of the regime only persons crossing the State border, control officials and service personnel are permitted to stay in the border control zone.

33. Persons crossing the State border, when being at the border control zone, are prohibited to leave the train without the permission of control officials, except in cases if such has been permitted in accordance with the procedures of border control checks or when staying in the train endangers the health or life of such persons.

34. Control officials and service personnel shall stay in the border control zone based on shift and assignment lists, which have been submitted to the chief of the border control point. Control officials shall carry a service identification document, but service personnel – a service identification document issued by the relevant head, or a pass of a specified form. The chief of the border control point shall approve the form of the pass.
35. Upon request from the chief of a border control point, individual merchants and commercial companies, which operate at the railway border control point shall submit lists of the employees who perform duties at the relevant border control point.

36. During the time period when a train crossing the State border is not present at the railway border control point, the regime of the open territory of the border control point shall be specified at the railway border control point.

37. Borders of the territory of a railway border control point and borders of the border control zone shall be determined and approved by the chief of the border control point together with the head of the customs control point and the head of the railway station.

VI. Specific Features of the Regime at Port Border Control Points
38. Three degrees of regime shall be determined at port border control points – the regime of the border control zone, the regime of the closed territory of the border control point and the regime of the open territory of the border control point.

39. The border control zone shall include the part and premises of a port (quayside) in which the border control of persons, means of transport, freight, goods, other items and documents is directly performed. 

Heads of control services shall specify the territory and premises of the border control zone after co-ordination with the port administration and the relevant head of the port territory. The head of the port territory shall mark the border control zone with information signs and notices and enclose it upon a request of the control services. If the border control is performed directly on a ship, a motorboat, a yacht or other floating structure (hereinafter – ship) and if it is necessary, the control officials shall determine the border control zone directly on the ship to be controlled.
40. Masters of ships or agents shall inform the control services regarding the movement and location of ships in the territory of a border control point and the border control zone. The port control service or the relevant yacht club shall provide information on yacht movements in the port to the control services.

41. If a ship enters or leaves the port, before commencing border control in the territory in which the border control of the ship is performed, the control officials may introduce a regime of the border control zone in compliance with the conditions referred to in Paragraph 39 of these Regulations. The regime of the border control zone that is temporarily specified shall be cancelled after completion of the border control or after the un-mooring of the ship (upon leaving the port). Only persons crossing the State border (passengers and the crew of the ship), control officials, and service personnel and visitors (consignees) are permitted to stay in the border control zone.
42. In order to ensure the security of the State border of the Republic of Latvia, the control services shall, if necessary, determine the border control zone regime in any territory of the port border control point for the relevant time period, ensuring the control of the rules thereof. 

43. Control officials and service personnel shall stay in the border control zone based on shift and assignment lists that have been submitted to the chief of the border control point. Control officials shall carry a service identification document, but service personnel – a pass of a specified form issued by the port administration or the head of the relevant port territory. The chief of the border control point shall approve the form of the pass.
44. Upon request from the chief of a border control point individual merchants and commercial companies, which operate at the border control point of the port shall submit lists of the employees who perform duties at the relevant border control point.

45. Border guards shall control the walking of persons and driving of means of transport into the border control zone and walking or driving out of it. Customs officials shall control the movement of goods in such zone.

46. The port administration and the heads of the relevant port territories shall determine the closed territory of a port after the co-ordination of facilities and the border with control services. The closed territory of a port shall be enclosed and guarded. The port administration or the head of the relevant port territory shall ensure the enclosing and guarding of the closed territory.
47. The regime of the closed territory of the port border control point is the regime of passes specified by the port administration or the head of the relevant port territory. The conditions of the regime of passes shall be co-ordinated with the chief of the border control point.

48. Control and supervisory officials, when performing official duties, shall enter the closed territory of the port border control point and exit from it, presenting a service identification document. Service or private vehicles in the possession of control and supervisory officials shall be allowed to enter and leave the closed territory of the border control point on a priority basis in accordance with a list submitted by the control services, and shall be parked in specially designated parking places. Officials of the control services who perform tasks of internal control, corruption prevention and combating of smuggling are permitted to walk or drive into the closed territory of the border control point without prior co-ordination.
49. Service personnel during their working time shall enter the closed territory of the port border control point and exit from it, presenting a pass of a specified form that is issued by the port administration or the head of the relevant port territory. The chief of the border control point shall approve the form of the pass. Service or private vehicles in the possession of service personnel shall be allowed to enter and leave the closed territory of the border control point in accordance with the procedures specified by the port administration or the head of the relevant port territory. The referred to procedures shall be co-ordinated with the chief of the border control point.
50. Visitors shall enter the closed territory of the port and exit it presenting a pass of a specified form issued by the port administration or the head of the relevant port territory. The chief of the border control point shall approve the form of the pass.

VII. Specific Features of the Regime at Airport Border Control Points
51. Three degrees of regime shall be determined at airport border control points – the regime of the border control zone, the regime of the closed territory of the border control point and the regime of the open territory of the border control point.

52. The border control zone shall include the territory and premises in which the border control of persons crossing the State border, luggage, aircraft and goods is performed. The heads of the control services shall determine the border control zone after co-ordination with the airport administration. The airport administration shall mark the border control zone with information signs and notices and enclose it upon a request of the control services. If the border control is performed directly on the aircraft, the border control zone shall be determined on the aircraft to be controlled and in the immediate proximity thereof.
53. In order to ensure the security of the State border of the Republic of Latvia, the control services, if necessary, shall determine the border control zone regime in any territory of the airport border control point for the relevant time period, ensuring the control of the rules thereof. 

54. The location of aircraft in the territory of the airport border control point and the border control zone shall be managed by the traffic management services. The referred to services shall inform the control services regarding the location of aircraft.

55. Only persons crossing the State border, officials of the control services and service personnel are permitted to stay in the border control zone.

56. Upon request from the chief of a border control point, individual merchants and commercial companies, which operate at the border control point of the airport shall submit lists of their employees who perform duties at the relevant border control point.

57. Control and supervisory officials and service personnel, when performing official duties, are permitted to stay in the border control zone only carrying identification cards or passes of a specified form issued by the airport administration. An identification card or a pass shall be issued to the control officials without charge.

58. At international airports the airport administration shall determine the closed territory after co-ordination of facilities and the border with the control services. The security guard of the closed territory of an airport shall be ensured by the airport administration.

59. The regime of the closed territory of the airport border control point is the regime of passes specified by the airport administration. The rules of the regime of passes shall be co-ordinated with the chief of the border control point.

60. Control and supervisory officials shall enter the closed territory of an airport and exit it, presenting an identification card or a pass of a specified form issued by the airport administration. Officials of the control services who perform the tasks of internal control, corruption prevention and combating of smuggling shall be permitted to walk or drive into the closed territory of the border control point without prior co-ordination

61. Service personnel and visitors shall enter the closed territory of an airport and exit it, presenting an identification card or a pass of a specified form issued by the airport administration.

VIII. Liability for Violations of the Regime
62. Persons shall be held liable for violations of the regime in accordance with the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments.

Prime Minister 







A. Bērziņš

Minister for the Interior 






M. Segliņš

Translation © 2002 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)

[image: image2.png]THC




Translation © 2002 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre) 
2
[image: image1.png]THC





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]