Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 372

Adopted 24 October 2000

Regulations on Tree Felling in Forest Lands

Issued pursuant to Section 13 of the Law on Forests

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe: 

1.1. the criteria for final felling and thinning – the minimum and critical basal area of a forest stand, and procedures for the determination thereof; 

1.2. the maximum area or width of clear felling (the largest width of a felling area which has been measured parallel to the felling direction); 

1.3. the procedures for declaring a forest stand as unproductive; 

1.4. the procedures for felling of trees infected with diseases or infested with pests (trees which are damaged due to disease infection or pest infestation); 

1.5. the procedures for establishment of felling areas (forest stands or parts thereof where felling of trees is conducted or planned); and 

1.6. the procedures for felling of trees in emergency situations. 

II.  Minimum and Critical Basal Area of Forest Stands and Determination Thereof

2. The minimum and critical basal area of a forest stand shall be determined directly or indirectly depending on the average height of trees growing in the first storey of the forest stand (dominant stands and other trees of the forest stand the height of which is not less than two thirds of the average height of the dominant stand): 

2.1. directly – for forest stands where the average height of trees of the dominant tree species in the first storey is 12 metres or more. The minimum and critical basal area in square metres per hectare depending on the dominant tree species and average height of trees is indicated in Annex 1 of these Regulations; or 

2.2. indirectly – for forest stands where the average height of trees of the dominant tree species in the first storey is less than 12 metres, based on the number of trees in the first storey of a forest stand. The number of trees in accordance with the minimum and critical basal area, depending on the dominant species of tree and the average height of trees, is indicated in Annex 2 of these Regulations. 

3. The basal area of a forest stand shall be determined using methods which ensure measurement precision with a permissible error of 10 per cent or less. 

III. Maximum Area or Width of Clear Felling

4. Depending on the type of forest growing conditions (the type of forest growing conditions is a systematisation unit of forest stands; forest stands are systematised according to the soil and humidity conditions of the forest stand, its formation, regeneration process and productivity; in forest stands of one type of forest growing conditions uniform forest management principles are applied) the following shall be determined: 

4.1. maximum area of clear felling – in the following types of forest growing conditions: cladinoso callunosa, vacciniosa, myrtillosa, hylocomiosa, oxalidosa and aegopodiosa; and 

4.2. maximum width of clear felling – in other types of forest growing conditions. 

5. The maximum area of clear felling shall not be restricted if felling of trees takes place in accordance with the procedures prescribed in Section 9, Paragraph one, Clause 3 of the Law on Forests. 

6. Maximum area of clear felling: 

6.1. in cladinoso callunosa, vacciniosa, myrtillosa, hylocomiosa, oxalidosa and aegopodiosa – five hectares; and 

6.2. if not less than forty seed pine per each hectare of the felling area are retained in cladinoso callunosa, vacciniosa and myrtillosa – 10 hectares. 

7. Maximum width of clear felling: 

7.1. in sphagnosa, caricoso-phragmitosa, dryopterioso-caricosa<and filipendulosa – 50 metres; and 

7.2. in callunoso-sphagnosa, vaccinioso-sphagnosa, myrtilloso-sphagnosa, myrtilloso politichosa, dryopteriosa, callunosa mel., vacciniosa mel., myrtillosa mel., mercuraliosa turf. mel., callunosa turf. mel., vaccinios a turf., myrtillosa mel. and oxalidosa turf. mel. – 100 metres. 

8. The maximum width of clear felling shall not be restricted if the area of clear felling in callunoso-sphagnosa , vaccinioso-sphagnosa, myrtilloso-sphagnosa, myrtilloso politichosa, dryopteriosa, callunosa mel., vacciniosa mel., myrtillosa mel., mercuraliosa turf. mel.<, callunosa turf. mel., vaccinios a turf., myrtillosa mel. and oxalidosa turf. mel. does not exceed two hectares. 

IV. Declaring a Forest Stand as Unproductive

9. The following forest stands may be declared as unproductive: 

9.1. spruce forest stands in myrtillosa, vaccinioso-sphagnosa, caricoso-phragmitosa, vacciniosa mel. and vaccinios a turf. mel. where the average increase of growing stock is less than one cubic metre per hectare per year; 

9.2. pine or spruce stands where, after reaching the age of 40 years, the admixture of aspen or white alder or any mix thereof is more than 40 per cent of the total growing stock of the forest stand; or 

9.3. 40 year old and older pine stands where the branch diameter at the lower third of the trunk is more than 8 centimetres for more than 30 per cent of the pine. 

10. Forest stands located in specially protected nature territories, micro-reserves and protective zones of water bodies and flowing bodies of water, as well as in the protective coastal zone of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga shall not be declared as unproductive. 

11. In order to declare a specific forest stand as unproductive a forest owner or lawful possessor shall submit an application to the relevant district forest office of the State Forest Service in whose territory the specific forest stand is located. Within a month of receipt of the application the State Forest Service shall inspect the forest stand and issue a written opinion regarding the state of the forest stand. 

12. If the opinion of the State Forest Service states that a forest stand is unproductive, such opinion shall be the basis for felling of the forest stand in a reconstructive felling. 

V. Felling of Trees Infected With Disease or Infested With Pests

13. Trees infected with disease, infested with pests or damaged otherwise shall be felled in thinning. Tree damage is a complete or partial loss of tree growth potential. Damage which has not caused the loss of tree growth potential, and it is likely that the tree growth potential shall improve in comparison to the condition at the moment of determination of damage, shall not be regarded as tree damage within the meaning of these Regulations. 

14. If, before commencing a thinning, it is expected that the basal area of the forest stand, after felling of the trees infected with disease, infested with pests or otherwise damaged, will be smaller than the minimum basal area but not smaller than the critical basal area, such trees shall be felled in a sanitary felling. 

15. If, before commencing a thinning, it is expected that the basal area of the forest stand will be smaller than the critical basal area, the forest stand shall be felled according to the procedures prescribed by Section 11 of the Law on Forests. 

VI. Establishment of Felling Areas

16. In felling forest stands in clear felling, the permissible felling direction shall be from east to west or from north-east to south-west. Felling direction is the direction in which felling areas adjacent to the clear felling area follow one another. 

17. Requirements for marking the final felling area on site are that: 

17.1. the borders of a felling area prepared for final felling shall be clearly visible and marked on site; 

17.2. a sketch of a felling area with a referencing (to a clearance, route, ditch, edge of felled area or belt of trees) for the relevant area shall be drawn. The sketch of a felling area is a graphic image of the external borders of the felling area (scale 1:10 000); and 

17.3. a forest owner or lawful possessor shall be responsible for ensuring that the on-site marks can be found also after the felling has been performed and the borders of the felling area correspond to the sketch of the felling area submitted to the State Forest Service. 

18. In performing thinning, the forest owner or lawful possessor shall create the felling area at his or her own discretion. 

19. In performing clear felling the total area of the felling area in hectares and growing stock of the felling area in cubic metres shall be included in the maximum permissible felling volume. 

20. For other methods of final felling, the area to be felled attributable to the specific year shall be calculated according to the following formula: 

Sizc = (Mizc/Msāk) x Scirs, where

Sizc – the area of a felling area to be felled in the specific year (in hectares); 

Mizc – growing stock of a forest stand to be felled in the specific year (in cubic metres); 

Msāk – growing stock of a forest stand before commencement of felling (in cubic metres); and 

Scirs – total area of the felling area (in hectares). 

VII. Tree Felling in Emergency Situations

21. Trees in emergency situations shall be felled if: 

21.1. clearing of infrastructure – roads, power transmission lines and other lines of communication – of windthrown trees is required, as well as parts of windthrown and snowthrown trees; 

21.2. containment or elimination of fire is required; or 

21.3. tree felling is related to other cases of eliminating the consequences of emergency situations. 

22. The persons eliminating the consequences of emergency situations have a duty to notify the forest owner or lawful possessor within five working days of the tree felling. 

VIII. Closing Provisions

23. Until 30 June 2001, final felling is prohibited: 

23.1. in ravine slopes (forests on ravine slopes where the slope angle exceeds 45 degrees); 

23.2. mating-places of wood grouse (permanent forest territory determined by natural conditions where wood grouse gather during their mating period); 

23.3. in forest biotopes of protected species of plants, mushrooms, lichens and animals (natural forest territories inhabited by endangered, disappearing or rare plant, mushroom, lichen and animal species); 

23.4. in protected compartments (forest compartments where forest stands which are characteristic to the terrain, typical, and as far as possible least changed, are represented); 

23.5. in parks and dentrological plantations which are not under specific State protection; 

23.6. in reference types of growing conditions (forest stands which most accurately characterise the particular type of growing conditions according to soil and humidity conditions, forest stand formation, regeneration process and productivity); and 

23.7. in protected forest biotopes (forest biotopes little affected by commercial activities the preservation of whose species is impossible in forests managed for wood harvest purposes, as well as forest biotopes whose structural elements and composition of the species present are indicative of the suitability of the biotopes for the life of specially protected species). 

24. Until 30 June 2001, clear felling is prohibited: 

24.1. in forest clumps (forest sections which are smaller than one hectare and are located 500 metres or further away from the main forest); 

24.2. in forests endangered by water or wind erosion (forests on soil endangered by wind and water erosion); 

24.3. in forests surrounding medical treatment institutions (forests not less than within a radius of one kilometre around the medical treatment institution); 

24.4. in genetic reserves (high-quality forest stands of natural origin for preservation of genetic diversity and gene pool of tree species); 

24.5. at scientific research sites if the research programme does not specify otherwise (forests with long-term scientific research sites which are located outside the forests of scientific research); 

24.6. forests of other protected landscapes (landscape forests which are not under specific State protection); 

24.7. stands with elite trees (stands with elite trees selected according to certain criteria which are intended for vegetative propagation in order to establish a seed plantation); and 

24.8. in reference stands (optimally formed forest stands in specific forest growing conditions according to the composition, structure, quality and productivity of species). 

25. The following are repealed: 

25.1. Cabinet Regulation No. 449 of 9 December 1996, Regulations on Final Felling (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 217/218); and 

25.2. Cabinet Regulation No. 450 of 9 December 1996, Regulations on Intermediate Felling (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 217/218). 
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These Regulations come into force on 28 October 2000.

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 372

24 October 2000

Minimum Basal Area (Gmin) and Critical Basal Area (Gkrit) of First Storey Growing Trees of a Forest Stand Depending on the Dominant Tree Species and the Average Height of Trees (in Square Metres per Hectare)

	Average height of trees
	Dominant tree species

	
	
	pine
	fir
	birch, linden
	aspen, alder
	oak
	ash

	(m)
	Gmin
	Gkrit
	Gmin
	Gkrit
	Gmin
	Gkrit
	Gmin
	Gkrit
	Gmin
	Gkrit
	Gmin
	Gkrit

	12
	13
	7
	11
	6
	8
	4
	10
	5
	9
	5
	7
	4

	13
	14
	8
	12
	6
	9
	5
	10
	6
	10
	5
	8
	4

	14
	14
	8
	12
	7
	10
	5
	11
	6
	10
	6
	8
	5

	15
	16
	8
	14
	7
	10
	5
	11
	6
	11
	6
	9
	5

	16
	17
	8
	15
	7
	11
	6
	12
	6
	12
	6
	10
	5

	17
	18
	8
	16
	8
	11
	6
	12
	7
	12
	6
	10
	6

	18
	19
	8
	17
	8
	12
	6
	13
	7
	14
	7
	11
	6

	19
	19
	8
	19
	8
	12
	6
	13
	7
	15
	7
	13
	6

	20
	20
	9
	20
	8
	13
	6
	14
	8
	16
	7
	13
	6

	21
	21
	9
	22
	8
	14
	7
	15
	8
	17
	7
	14
	6

	22
	21
	9
	23
	9
	14
	7
	16
	8
	17
	8
	14
	6

	23
	21
	9
	24
	9
	16
	7
	16
	8
	18
	8
	14
	6

	24
	21
	9
	24
	9
	16
	7
	18
	9
	18
	8
	14
	7

	25
	22
	9
	26
	10
	17
	8
	19
	9
	19
	8
	15
	7

	26
	22
	9
	26
	10
	17
	8
	19
	9
	20
	8
	15
	7

	27
	22
	9
	27
	10
	17
	8
	20
	10
	20
	9
	15
	7

	28
	22
	9
	28
	10
	18
	8
	21
	10
	21
	9
	16
	7
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Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 372

24 October 2000

Number of Trees Growing in the First Storey of a Forest Stand According to Minimum Basal Area (Nmin) and Critical Basal Area (Nkrit) Depending on the Dominant Tree Species and the Average Height of Trees (Trees per Hectare)

	Average height of trees (m)
	Dominant tree species

	
	pine
	fir
	birch, linden
	aspen, alder
	oak
	ash

	
	Nmin
	Nkrit
	Nmin
	Nkrit
	Nmin
	Nkrit
	Nmin
	Nkrit
	Nmin
	Nkrit
	Nmin
	Nkrit

	1
	3000
	1000
	2000
	800
	2000
	800
	2000
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	2
	2700
	1000
	1900
	800
	1800
	800
	1800
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	3
	2500
	1000
	1900
	800
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	4
	2200
	1000
	1800
	800
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	5
	2000
	1000
	1700
	800
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	6
	2000
	1000
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	7
	1900
	950
	1600
	800
	1600
	800
	1500
	750
	1500
	500
	1500
	500

	8
	1800
	900
	1500
	750
	1500
	750
	1400
	700
	1500
	450
	1500
	450

	9
	1700
	850
	1500
	750
	1500
	750
	1300
	650
	1500
	450
	1500
	450

	10
	1500
	750
	1500
	750
	1500
	750
	1200
	600
	1500
	400
	1500
	400

	11
	1400
	700
	1400
	700
	1300
	650
	1100
	550
	1500
	400
	1500
	400
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