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Regulations regarding the State General Secondary Education Standard
Issued pursuant to

Section 14, Clause 19 of the Education Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the State general secondary education standard.

II. Main Objectives and Tasks of General Secondary Education Programmes

2. The main objectives of general secondary education programmes shall be the following:

2.1. to provide a student with the knowledge and skills, which give an opportunity to prepare for the continuation of education;

2.2. to promote the improvement of a student as a mentally and physically developed personality, to raise awareness regarding health as a condition for quality of life;

2.3. to facilitate a positively critical and socially active attitude of the student and develop a perception of the rights and duties of a Latvian citizen; and

2.4. to develop the ability of the student to learn and improve independently, to motivate them for lifelong learning and an informed career. 

3. Appropriate tasks for the main objectives of general secondary education programmes are specified in Annex 1 to these Regulations. 

4. An educational institution, independently drawing up an educational programme for minorities, shall select the utilisation of languages in the acquisition of the content of teaching in accordance with the requirements set out in Paragraph 3 of the Annex. An educational programme shall be licensed in the Ministry of Education and Science.

[17 March 2004]

III. Mandatory Content of General Secondary Education Programmes

5. The mandatory content of general secondary education programmes (hereinafter – educational programmes) shall include the following fields of education, which shall comprise the appropriate subjects:

5.1. a field of language:

5.1.1. the Latvian language;

5.1.2. literature;

5.1.3. a first foreign language;

5.1.4. a minority language and literature (in educational programmes for minorities) or a second foreign language;

5.2. a field of social sciences:

5.2.1. history;

5.2.2. economic basis of business;

5.2.3. philosophy, geography, psychology, politics and law, home and health education;

5.2.4. sport;

5.3. a field of mathematics, natural and technical sciences:

5.3.1. mathematics;

5.3.2. applied informatics;

5.3.3. physics (including astronomy), chemistry, biology, health education and natural sciences (physics, chemistry, biology); and

5.4. a field of cultural education: music or cultural history.

6. The mandatory content of educational programmes shall comprise:

6.1. mandatory subjects for all educational programmes;

6.2. mandatory subjects in the relevant directions of the educational programmes:

6.2.1. a general education direction shall proportionately offer subjects, balancing all fields of education;

6.2.2. a humanitarian and social direction shall stress the fields of languages and social sciences;

6.2.3. a mathematics, natural sciences and technics direction shall stress the fields of mathematics, natural sciences and technics; and

6.2.4. a vocational direction shall stress vocational orientation (a vocational qualification is not granted); and

6.3. subjects included in the educational programme of the relevant educational institution.

7. Mandatory subjects appropriate to the directions of educational programmes are specified in Annex 3 of these Regulations.

8. An educational programme of educational institution may include:

8.1. subjects, which broaden or deepen the content of mandatory subjects; and

8.2. subjects, which broaden the relevant education fields:

8.2.1. in the field of languages – foreign languages;

8.2.2. in the field of social sciences – logic, ethics or history of religion;

8.2.3. in the field of mathematics, natural sciences and technical sciences – information science, technical graphics or astronomy; and

8.2.4. in the field of cultural education – art history, visual arts or amateur art classes.

9. The following themes shall be included in all educational programmes:

9.1. health education;

9.2. environment education;

9.3. vocational orientation; and

9.4. national defence.

IV. Basic Principles and Procedures for the Assessment of General Secondary Education Obtained by Students

10. The basic principles and procedures for the assessment of general secondary education obtained by the students shall be the following:

10.1. the principle of openness and clarity of requirements – in the subjects the standard specifies the content of a subject, including the basic requirements for the achievements of a student;

10.2. the principle of aggregation of positive achievements – the education obtained shall be evaluated, aggregating positive achievements in the level of memorisation and comprehension, utilisation of knowledge and creative activity;

10.3. the principle of assessment conformity – in a final test work an opportunity shall be given to certify his or her own knowledge, ability and skills in conformity with all levels of assessment of study achievements in tasks, questions, examples and other learning situations. The organisation of the test work shall ensure adequate and objective assessment;

10.4. the principle of diversity of types used for the specification of assessment – written, oral and combined tests, assessment of individual and group achievements and various test works (for example, tests shall be used in the assessment of study achievements, diagnostic works, project works, prognosticative works, credits and exams);

10.5. the principle of regularity of assessment – the study achievements shall be evaluated regularly, in order to determine the development of the student and improve the further process of education; and

10.6. the principle of mandatory assessment – necessary to obtain a positive assessment in all subjects of an educational programme and in test works, except those subjects and State test works, from which a student is released in accordance with the procedures specified by the Ministry of Education and Science.

11. The achievements of the student shall be assessed according to a scale of 10 points (Annex 4).

12. The State test works regarding acquisition of the general secondary education shall be:

12.1. by examination:

12.1.1. Latvian language and literature (shall be passed by students, who acquire an educational programme in the Latvian language);

12.1.2. Latvian language and literature (shall be passed by an student, who acquires a minority educational programme);

12.2. by examination in a mandatory subject appropriate to the direction of educational programme;

12.3. by examination in a subject specified by an educational institution, the amount of which in the educational programme is not less than 105 lesson hours;

12.4. two examinations in a subject selected by the student, the amount of which is not less than 105 lesson hours during the educational programme; and

12.5. not more than four credits in mandatory subjects.

13. When the students begin training in Grade 11, the Ministry of Education and Science shall clarify the State test works regarding the acquisition of a relevant education programme in accordance with Paragraph 12 of these Regulations. Students shall pass not less than five examinations for the acquisition of a secondary education.

14. In centralised examinations (Annex 5) achievements of students shall be assessed in six levels (level A, B, C, D, E, F, where A – is the highest level, F- is the lowest level). The levels of assessment in an examination of foreign language shall be determined in accordance with the recommendations of the European Council, the assessment levels of other subjects shall be drawn up by the Ministry of Education and Science.
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Appropriate Tasks of General Secondary Education Programmes

1. In order to provide a student with the knowledge and skills, which give an opportunity to prepare for the continuation of education, the main tasks shall be the following:

1.1. to provide the relevant knowledge, to develop the capacity and skills of the student in the selected general secondary education direction;

1.2. to promote the acquisition of general intellectual operations;

1.3. to develop the necessity to improve;

1.4. to provide skills to plan the direction of life in accordance with his or her ability and wishes; and

1.5. to develop skills to assertively inform regarding his or her competence, achievements and performance.

2. In order to promote the improvement of a student as a mentally and physically developed personality and to raise awareness regarding health as a prescription for the quality of life, the main tasks shall be the following;

2.1. to improve aesthetic perception, to facilitate creative activity and to develop creative abilities;

2.2. to improve fluency in the Latvian language (in conformity with the choice of the student – including minority languages) and in a foreign language;

2.3. to become acquainted with the cultural heritage of Latvia and the world;

2.4. to ensure an opportunity to engage in amateur art activities; and

2.5. to facilitate physical development.

3. In order to facilitate a positively critical and socially active attitude of a student and develop a perception of the rights and obligations of a Latvian citizen, the main tasks shall be the following:

3.1. to ensure the formation of a systematised representation regarding the socio-economic and political structure and course of processes in today’s society;

3.2. to develop the skills to participate in the processes of civil society, pursuant to a positive and full of dignity attitude with respect to himself or herself and others; and

3.3. to promote political development and understanding of human rights in Latvia in the context of Europe and the world.

4. In order to develop the skills of an student to independently learn and improve, as well as to motivate them for lifelong learning and an informed career, the main tasks shall be the following:

4.1. to develop the skills of self-confidence, self-control, self-appraisal and self-discipline and the ability to be responsible for the results of his or her activity;

4.2. to ensure the acquisition of skills and abilities for work with information acquisition and communication technologies;

4.3. to promote the formation of values necessary for moral growth and an independent life in society; and

4.4. to improve the ability to analyse, understand and evaluate the processes happening in himself or herself, nature and society.
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Tasks Characteristic to Directions of Educational Programmes of General Secondary Education

1. Tasks characteristic to a direction of general education shall be:
1.1. to ensure acquisition of a basic knowledge and skill in the appropriate subjects of all fields of education;

1.2. to develop an interest regarding different directions of human activity and science; and

1.3. to ensure an opportunity for each student to prepare for further education.

2. Tasks characteristic to the humanitarian and social direction shall be:

2.1. to ensure an opportunity to acquire social science subjects in a broadened and deepened manner;

2.2. to ensure an opportunity to acquire languages in a broadened or deepened manner;

2.3. to improve skills to orientate in social-economic relations of today’s society;

2.4. to ensure an opportunity to understand the culture of the Latvian nation and other nations in the context of Europe and the world in a deepened manner; and

2.5. to promote the competitiveness of the student in humanitarian and social studies.

3. Tasks characteristic to the direction of mathematics, natural sciences and technics shall be:

3.1. to deepen knowledge and perception regarding general regularities of nature and the role thereof in the life of humans and society, to promote investigation of the diversity and coherence of nature;

3.2. to improve skills and experience in experimental work, to encourage research activity, deepening theoretical knowledge and ability in mathematics and the subjects of natural sciences;

3.3. to ensure an opportunity to acquire the language of mathematics and information science for the modelling and forecasting of technological, social processes and the processes of natural sciences; and

3.4. to facilitate the competitiveness of an student in the study of the courses of natural science, engineering, agricultural science and other relevant courses.

4. The tasks characteristic to a vocational direction shall be:

4.1. to ensure an opportunity to acquire knowledge, skills and abilities in subjects of general education, as well as in subjects connected with relevant vocational orientation;

4.2. to create a motivation for the selection of a vocational career; and

4.3. to encourage the competitiveness of the student for the acquisition of further vocational education.
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Mandatory Subjects of Educational programme Directions

1. Mandatory subjects for all educational programmes shall be:

1.1. for students with the Latvian language of instruction:

1.1.1. the Latvian language and literature;

1.1.2. a first foreign language;

1.1.3. a second foreign language;

1.1.4. mathematics (algebra and geometry);

1.1.5. history;

1.1.6. sport;

1.1.7. economic basis of business;

1.1.8. applied informatics;

1.2. for students who pursue a minority educational programme:

1.2.1. the Latvian language and literature;

1.2.2. a minority language and literature;

1.2.3. a first foreign language;

1.2.4. mathematics (algebra and geometry);

1.2.5. history;

1.2.6. sport;

1.2.7. economic basis of business; and

1.2.8. applied informatics.

2. Mandatory subjects in the relevant directions of the educational programmes shall be:

2.1. in a general education direction:

2.1.1. geography;

2.1.2. natural science or physics, chemistry, biology, health education;

2.1.3. music or cultural history;

2.2. in a humanitarian and social direction:

2.2.1. philosophy;

2.2.2. geography;

2.2.3. psychology;

2.2.4. politics and law;

2.2.5. natural sciences (physics, chemistry, biology); and

2.2.6. music or cultural history;

2.3. in a direction of mathematics, natural sciences and technics:

2.3.1. mathematics;

2.3.2. geography and philosophy;

2.3.3. physics (also astronomy);

2.3.4. chemistry;

2.3.5. biology, health education;

2.3.6. music or cultural history;

2.4. in a vocational direction:

2.4.1. geography;

2.4.2. psychology;

2.4.3. politics and law;

2.4.4. natural sciences (physics, chemistry, biology);

2.4.5. music or cultural history; and

2.4.6. subjects with practical direction (commercial science, trades, home economics, technology and design, art or sport).

3. In a minority education programme:

3.1. from 1 September 2004, beginning from Grade 10, not less than five subjects shall be acquired in the Latvian language for each year of study. These subjects shall not include the Latvian language and literature. The acquisition of the content of learning in a minority language may be provided for up to two-fifths of the total amount of lessons in a year of study.
3.2. During the year of study 2004/2005 in Grades 11 and 12 and during the year of study 2005/2006 in Grade 12, not less than three subjects shall be acquired in the Latvian language.

3.3. from 2007 the content of the State test works shall be in the Latvian language.

[13 May 2003]
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Assessment of Study Achievements in a Scale of 10 Points

1. Assessment of study achievements in a scale of 10 points shall contain the following criteria:

1.1. the amount and quality of the knowledge obtained; and

1.2. the skills and abilities acquired.

2. The study achievements of an student in a subject shall be expressed in a scale of 10 points (10-“outstanding”, 9 – “excellent”, 8 -“very good”, 7 – “good”, 6 – “almost good”, 5 –“satisfactory”, 4 – “almost satisfactory”, 3 – “poor”, 2-“very poor”, 1_- “very very poor” In a current test, in which the assessment of study achievements in accordance with the scale of 10 points is not possible, a teacher may evaluate the study achievements by “pass” or “fail”.

3. When determining an assessment in a scale of 10 points, the criteria shall be evaluated in aggregate:

3.1. a student shall obtain 9 and 10 points if:

3.1.1. he or she has acquired knowledge and skills at such a level, that he or she perceives, memorises, reproduces the content of learning, understanding it, as well as he or she can use it independently for the acquisition of new knowledge and for the solution of creative tasks;

3.1.2. he or she can resolve various problems, see and explain regularities;

3.1.3. he or she can express his or her opinion independently, define the criteria of assessment and envisage consequences; and

3.1.4. he or she can respect and evaluate different opinions, promote co-operation in the resolving of study problems;

3.2. a student shall obtain 6, 7 and 8 points if:

3.2.1. he or she can reproduce the content of teaching in a full amount, understanding it, can see the regularities and problems, differs essential from nonessential;

3.2.2. he or she can use knowledge and skills on the basis of example, analogy or in a familiar situation and perform standard and combined study tasks;

3.2.3. in basic questions of the content of the subject can express a personal attitude at a level of assertion;

3.2.4. has acquired a developed ability of co-operation and communication;

3.3. a student shall obtain 4 and 5 points if:

3.3.1. he or she has become familiar with the specified content of teaching, can differ essential from nonessential, knows and can define the concepts, main laws, or can formulate recognition rules and solve standard tasks;

3.3.2. he or she outlines the content of the subject clearly and understandably;

3.3.3. he or she utilises traditional investigation methods during the study, performing the instructions of a teacher; and

3.3.4. has acquired the ability of co-operation and communication; and

3.4. a student shall obtain 1, 2 and 3 points if:

3.4.1. he or she can only perceive and recognise the content of teaching, but memorises and reproduces an insufficient amount of the content to be acquired (less than 50 %), performs primitive tasks only by example in a familiar situation and only carries out part of the tasks without mistakes; and

3.4.2. he or she outlines the content of teaching, but obscurely for others and rarely differs essential from nonessential.

4. A teacher of a subject shall determine a more detailed assessment of the study achievements of the student in the subject by a scale of 10 points in accordance with these Regulations, the standard of a subject, as well as the programme of a subject in the relevant grade.

Minister for Education and Science 


K. Greiškalns 
Annex 5

Cabinet Regulation No. 463

5 December 2000

Centralised Examinations (selected by the student or educational institution) 

1. In the field of language:

1.1. the Latvian language and literature (from 1 September 2005);

1.2. the Latvian language and literature (for minority education programmes);

1.3. foreign languages:

1.3.1. English;

1.3.2. French;

1.3.3. German; and

1.3.4. Russian.

2. In the field of social sciences:

2.1. history;

2.2. economic basis of business (from 1 September 2002); and

2.3. geography.

3. In the field of mathematics, natural and technical sciences:

3.1. mathematics;

3.2. physics (including astronomy);

3.3. chemistry;

3.4. biology; and

3.5. natural sciences (from 1 September 2004).

4. In the field of cultural education:

cultural history (from 1 September 2003).
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