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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 476

Adopted 26 August 2003

Regulations Regarding the Control of Pesticide Residues in Products of Plant Origin

Issued pursuant to

Section 5, Paragraph 4

of the Plant Protection Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the maximum permissible level for pesticide residues in the products of plant origin referred to in Annexes 1, 2, 3, and 4 of these Regulations (hereinafter – products) and the procedures by which the control of the pesticide residues shall be performed from the moment the products are involved in the handling of food.

2. These Regulations do not apply to products with documentary evidence regarding the fact that the products:

2.1. are intended for exportation from the State and are treated by plant protection materials before exportation if such treatment is required by the importing state;

2.2. are intended for exportation from the State and are treated before exportation if such treatment is necessary for the protection of products against harmful organisms during the period of transportation or storage in the country of destination; or

2.3. are intended for sowing or planting.

3. The maximum permissible level for pesticide residues referred to in these Regulations shall apply to dried and processed products for which the maximum permissible level for pesticide residues has not been determined, taking into account the concentration of pesticide residues caused by the drying process of products, or the concentration or the dilution of pesticide residues caused by the processing of products.

4. The maximum permissible level for pesticide residues referred to in these Regulations shall apply to mixtures of food ingredients (compound food products) for which the maximum permissible level for pesticide residues has not been determined, taking into account the relative concentration of food ingredients in the mixture.

5. In relation to the products for which the maximum permissible level for pesticide residues has not been determined, temporary maximum permissible level for residues shall be adopted or if such level has not been indicated – the lowest limit of analytical determination.

6. In products intended for further industrial processing, the level of pesticide residues may not exceed the maximum permissible level specified in these Regulations.

7. Product lots (quantity of food products delivered at one time and possessing uniform characteristics such as origin, producer, variety, packer, type of packing, marking, consignor) which are of various level of pesticide residues may not be mixed or otherwise blended.

8. The level of pesticide residues in products shall be controlled by the State Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – service). In order to carry out the control referred to, the service shall take samples from products and send them for further examination.

9. Analysis for determining pesticide residues shall be carried out by a laboratory accredited in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments.

10. Each year by 1 March the Service shall submit a report to the Ministry of Agriculture regarding the results of control and supervision, the number and type of inspections carried out and the number and type of violations discovered in the previous year.

11. Each year by 1 August the Minister for Agriculture shall approve the State monitoring programme for the control of pesticide residues in products of plant origin for the following year. The monitoring programme shall be an integral part of the control of pesticide residues and it shall include the pesticide residues and products to be inspected, as well as the type and frequency of the inspection.

II. Sampling Procedure

12. Fully or partially spoilt products shall not be fit for sampling (the procedure used to obtain and constitute a sample).

13. Samples for conformity assessment of each lot shall be taken separately, and special devices intended for this purpose shall be used (for example, knife, spear, drill or cup used to remove a smaller unit from bulk material or package for a primary sample (one or more units selected from a single place of the lot)).

14. Primary samples shall be taken of approximately the same size from the randomly chosen places in the whole lot.  The samples shall be taken from accessible places.

15. If the load consists of several lots, each lot shall be analysed separately and the results obtained shall be documented separately.

16. Where the boundaries of each lot in a large load are impossible to be clearly established, it shall be considered that a separate lot is, for example, each wagon, ship, and bay.

17. Loads may not be mixed or  otherwise blended.

18. The minimum amount and characterisation of primary samples to be taken from the lot are specified in Annexes 5 and 6 of these Regulations.

19. When preparing primary samples units of products shall not be separated in smaller parts (for example, cut or broken).

20. Primary samples shall be combined and mixed forming bulk sample (combined and well-mixed aggregate of the primary samples taken from a single lot).

21. Amount of primary samples shall correspond to the amount necessary for the formation of at least two laboratory samples (amount of a bulk sample or a part thereof intended for sending to the laboratory or received by the laboratory). The minimum amount of a laboratory sample is specified in Annex 6.

22. If the size of a bulk sample exceeds the amount necessary for the laboratory sample, it shall be divided by applying the appropriate method of reduction (fourfold division), but not by cutting and dividing separate fruits or vegetables. At this stage a duplicate of a laboratory sample necessary to ensure and evaluate the accuracy of the obtained analytical results shall also be prepared.

23. The laboratory sample shall be taken to the control laboratory, but the duplicate thereof – to the owner of the lot or an authorised person thereof.

24. Safety measures shall be complied with when taking and preparing a laboratory sample in order to avoid any changes that may affect the contents of pesticide residues, adversely affecting the analytical determination thereof or reducing the degree of pesticide residue representation.

25. Units of products intended for a laboratory sample at the time of taking the primary samples shall be taken by using the random selection principle in cases where blending of products to form the bulk sample is not practical or appropriate:

25.1. if during the mixing or division process the units of products (the smallest discrete amount in a lot which is taken from the total amount in order to form a primary sample) may be damaged, thus affecting the level of pesticide residues; and

25.2. if large units of a product may not be mixed ensuring smooth dispersion of residues.

26. The result to be evaluated in cases referred to in Paragraph 25 of these Regulations shall be the arithmetic mean obtained from the analytical results of laboratory sample and duplicate of the laboratory sample

27. Each laboratory sample shall be identified, by indicating the name of the product, amount and date on the label.

28. Each laboratory sample shall be placed in a clean, inert package, ensuring appropriate protection of the sample against infection and spoilage during transportation. A label shall be attached to the package and it shall be sealed so that opening of the package or removal of the label would be related to damaging the seal. The sample shall be delivered to the laboratory as soon as possible.
29. The inspector of the service shall draw up a sampling act approved by the service for each laboratory sample, in which:

29.1. each lot is identified (the origin, owner or supplier thereof), the date and place of taking of the sample is indicated, as well as any additional information that may be of value to the person analysing the sample; and

29.2. any deviations from the approved sampling methods are indicated, if there are such.

30. The sampling act shall be drawn up in two copies, one of which shall remain with the inspector, but the other – with the owner of the lot or an authorised person of the owner. 

III. Preparation of a Sample for Analysis
31. The sample to be analysed (a part taken from the laboratory sample which is prepared for testing by mincing, chopping or by any other process) shall be separated from the laboratory sample as soon as possible. In cases when the level of pesticide residues is calculated for the product containing portions, which are not analysed, they shall be weighed and registered in the test report.

32. The sample to be analysed, where possible, shall be chopped and well mixed so that representative parts are included in the analytical portion (the amount of the product taken from the analysed sample, which is necessary for determination of concentration of pesticide residues).

33. The size of the analytical portion shall depend on the analytical method and blending efficiency.

34. The methods for blending and mixing a sample shall be registered and they may not affect the level of pesticide residues to be determined in the sample to be analysed. 

35. If the processing of the product may change the level of pesticide residues in a sample, the sample to be analysed may be subject to processing under special conditions.

36. If the processing of a sample may affect the level of pesticide residues therein, and the utilisation of an alternative method is impossible, the analytical portion may consist of whole units or separated segments, but it may not be considered to be representative, and parallel sample analysis are required to ensure the reliability of the results.

37. If an analytical portion is to be stored before analysis, the method and length of time of storage may not affect the level of pesticide residues to be determined.

38. The amount of the analytical portion shall be sufficient for the performance of the main analysis with at least two repetitions.

39. Analytical results shall be derived from the laboratory samples taken from one lot and received in a fit state for analysis. The results may be appended by the documents attesting to the quality control.

40. Where the maximum level of the pesticide residues is exceeded, the concentration shall be verified by repeated analysis of one or several analytical portions.

41. If after performance of a repeated analysis of the analytical portions, it is approved that the maximum level of pesticide residues in the sample is exceeded, and the owner of the load or a representative person thereof has objections against the analytical results, the duplicate of a laboratory sample may be submitted for the analysis.

IV. Evaluation of Analytical Results
42. The maximum level of pesticide residues shall be applicable to the bulk sample.

43. If the analytical results suggest that the amount of the pesticide residues exceeds the maximum permissible norm, it shall be considered that the maximum permissible level of pesticide residues is exceeded in the whole lot.

44. The service may not delay the inclusion of products in circulation, if it is not proven that the level of pesticide residues in or on products exceeds the maximum permissible level of pesticide residues specified in these Regulations.

45. When carrying out the control, the service does not have the right to request of persons who introduce products into circulation, a laboratory certification regarding the level of pesticide residues in the products.

V. Closing Provision

46. Cabinet Regulation No. 320 of 21 September 1999, Regulations Regarding the Control of Pesticide Residues in Products of Plant Origin (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1999, No. 313/316) is repealed.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

The legal norms arising from directives 76/895/EEC, 86/362/EEC; 90/642/EEC and 2002/63/EEC have been included in these Regulations.
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Annex 5

Cabinet Regulation No. 476

26 August 2003

Minimum Number of Primary Samples to be Taken

	No.

No.
	Type of the product
	Minimum number of primary samples to be taken

	1.
	Products – packed or in the form of a load which may be considered as well mixed or homogeneous 
	1

(the lot may mix depending on the quality, category or production process)

	2.
	Products – packed or in the form of a load which may not be considered as mixed or homogeneous,

where:
	for food products of plant origin which consist of large units, the minimum amount of primary samples equals the minimum amount of units referred to in Annex 6 of these Regulations for the laboratory sample 

	2.1.
	lot weight (kg)
	

	2.1.1.
	< 50
	3

	2.1.2.
	50–500
	5

	2.1.3.
	> 500
	10

	2.2.
	number of packages or units in a lot
	

	2.2.1.
	1–25
	1

	2.2.2.
	26–100
	5

	2.2.3.
	> 100
	10
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Annex 6

Cabinet Regulation No. 476

26 August 2003

Characterisation of the Primary Sample and 

the Determined Minimum Amount of the Laboratory Sample

	No.

No.
	Characterisation of the product
	Example.
	Type of the primary sample to be taken
	The minimum amount of the laboratory sample

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
	Food products not exposed to processing

	1.1.
	all fresh fruit and fresh vegetables, including potatoes and sugar beets (except greens)

	1.1.1.
	fresh products of small size, the size of the unit < 25 g
	berries, beans, olives 
	whole packages or units which have been taken using the special instrument
	1 kg

	1.1.2.
	average size fresh products, the  average size of a unit 25-50 g.
	apples, oranges
	whole pieces
	1 kg

(at least 10 pieces)

	1.1.3.
	large size fresh products, the average size of the unit 250 g
	cabbages, cucumbers, grapes (clusters)
	the whole piece or all pieces
	2 kg

(at least 5 pieces)

	1.2.
	legumes
	beans 
peas
	
	1 kg

	1.3.
	cereal
	rice, wheat
	
	1 kg

	1.4.
	tree nuts
	other than coconut
	
	1 kg

	1.4.1.
	
	coconuts
	
	5 pieces

	1.5.
	oil seeds
	peanuts
	
	0.5 kg

	1.6.
	seeds intended for the production of beverages and sweets
	coffee beans
	
	0.5 kg

	1.7.
	greens
	fresh parsley
	all pieces
	0.5 kg

	1.7.1.
	
	other, fresh
	
	0.2 kg

	1.8.
	spices
	dried
	all parts or units taken by using a special instrument
	0.1 kg


	2.
	Processed products

	2.1.
	other food products of plant origin, dried fruit, vegetables, greens, hops, ground cereal products;

food products obtained from plants, teas, herbal teas, vegetable oils, juices and other products (for example, processed olives and citrus fruit syrups);

products processed which have one component, packaged or non-packaged products which have one or several components (for example, spices) and which are ready for use immediately after opening of the packaging; 

products processed which have several components, including products with components of animal origin, in which the components of plant origin are prevailing – bread and processed cereal products

	2.1.1.
	products with high piece price
	
	packages or units taken  by using a special instrument 
	0,1 kg*

	2.1.2.
	hard products of small amount
	hops, teas, herbal teas
	packaged units or units taken by using a spear
	0.2 kg

	2.1.3.
	other hard products
	bread, flour, dried fruit
	packages or whole pieces, or parts taken by using a spear
	0.5 kg

	2.1.4.
	liquid products
	vegetable oils and juices
	packaged units or units taken by using a spear
	0,5 l or 0.5 kg


Note. * Taking of a smaller amount of a laboratory sample is possible, provided that the reason for such action is referred to in the sampling act.
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