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Procedures by which Veterinary Medical Care Institutions Acquire, Store and Use Medicinal Products

Issued pursuant to Section 5, Clause 7 of the Pharmacy Law 

1. These Regulations determine the procedures by which veterinary medical care institutions shall acquire, store and use medicinal products.

2. The head of a veterinary medical care institution:

2.1. shall be responsible for the acquisition, storage and use of medicinal products in conformity with the requirements set out in regulatory enactments;

2.2. shall ensure that the veterinary medical care institution has appointed an official responsible for the recording of used and purchased medicinal products (hereinafter — responsible veterinarian); and

2.3. shall ensure the management of used medicinal product packaging and useless medicinal product waste in conformity with the requirements set out in regulatory enactments.

3. A veterinary medical care institution shall:

3.1. acquire medicinal products in licensed veterinary pharmaceutical undertakings (companies);

3.2. acquire medicinal products intended for human use taking into account the regulatory enactments regulating the circulation of the relevant medicinal products;

3.3. acquire narcotic and psychotropic medicinal products in accordance with regulatory enactments;

3.4. record the medicinal products received (purchased) and maintain a detailed database, which shall contain the following information regarding each batch of medicinal products:

3.4.1. the date of the acquisition;

3.4.2. the name of the medicinal product;

3.4.3. the serial number of medicinal product production;

3.4.4. the expiry date; and

3.4.5. the quantity of medicinal products;

3.5. the database referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.4 of these Regulations shall be kept for at least three years following the completion of the last entry; and

3.6. keep waybills and other documents certifying a purchase in which the date of acquisition, name, quantity of medicinal products, the name and address of medicinal product distributor are specified. The documents referred to shall be kept for at least three years and upon demand shall be presented to the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service.

4. A veterinary medical care institution shall store medicinal products in compliance with the following requirements:

4.1. the entry of unauthorised persons to the medicinal product storage premises shall be prohibited;

4.2. the room temperature shall comply with the temperature indicated on the medicinal product labelling;

4.3. in the medicinal product storage premises medicinal products shall be placed on shelves or in a special closet intended for medicinal products;

4.4. an enclosed part of the room (sanitary area) shall be created for the storage of those medicinal products the expiry date of which has elapsed or which due to other reasons have been recognised as being of poor quality or useless and which shall be destroyed in conformity with the requirements set out in regulatory enactments; and

4.5. narcotic and psychotropic medicinal products shall be stored in accordance with the requirements set out in regulatory enactments.

5. Euthanasia substances (substances intended for painless killing of animals) shall be kept separately in a special, lockable closet.

6. Medicinal products (including euthanasia substances) shall be used on the basis of an entry by the responsible veterinarian or duty veterinarian of the veterinary medical care institution in the animal’s case history or outpatient's card.

7. Narcotic and psychotropic medical products shall be used and recorded in accordance with regulatory enactments.

8. The responsible veterinarian shall summarise the information regarding the medicaments utilised in treatment:

8.1. once a month if only domestic (pet) animals are treated; or

8.2. once a week if farming animals are treated.

9. In addition to the information referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations the responsible veterinarian shall specify in the relevant database the following:

9.1. the date when the information was summarised;

9.2. the name of medicinal products;

9.3. the strength of medicinal products;

9.4. the serial number;

9.5. the producing country;

9.6. the producer;

9.7. the quantity of medicinal products used; and

9.8. the animal’s identification number and the quantity of medicinal product administered to the relevant animal if the medicinal product is used for a farming animal.

10. The responsible veterinarian shall create a separate strict accounting register of euthanasia substances the pages of which shall be numbered and sewn together. The register shall be approved by the seal of the veterinary medical care institution and a signature of the head of the veterinary medical care institution.

11. The strict accountability register of euthanasia substances referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations shall contain the following information:

11.1. regarding the received euthanasia substances:

11.1.1. the entry sequence number;

11.1.2. from where the euthanasia substances have been received (the number of the accompanying document);

11.1.3. the quantity; and

11.1.4. the date of receipt;

11.2. regarding the used euthanasia substances:

11.2.1. to whom the euthanasia substances have been issued;

11.2.2. the signature of the animal holder (owner);

11.2.3. the surplus of euthanasia substances; and

11.2.4. the signature of the responsible veterinarian.

12. For the treatment of domestic (pet) animals and exotic animals from which food is not obtained, the following may be used in exceptional cases (for example, if an individual animal or a small number of animals suffer sharp pain):

12.1. veterinary medicinal products intended for another animal species in accordance with regulatory enactments;

12.2. veterinary medicinal products intended for the treatment of other pathological processes to the same animal species;

12.3. medicinal products intended for human use registered in the Medicinal Product Register of Latvia if medicinal products referred to in Sub-paragraph 12.1 and 12.2 of these Regulations are not available; or

12.4. medicinal product made in a pharmacy for a specific animal according to a veterinarian’s prescription if the medicinal products referred to in Sub-paragraph 12.3 of these Regulations are not available.

13. For the treatment of farm animals in exceptional cases (for example, if an individual animal or a small number of animals suffer sharp pain) the responsible veterinarian may use medicinal products which contain active substances which are in the composition of those veterinary medicinal products registered in Latvia which are intended for treatment of other pathological processes to the same species of farm animals.

14. In using the medicinal products referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations the responsible veterinarian shall specify a withdrawal period of medicinal products during which the production of animal origin (for example, milk or meat) shall not be utilised. If no withdrawal period of a medicament for the specific animal species has been indicated, the specified (minimum) withdrawal period shall be the following: 

14.1. for eggs — seven days;

14.2. for milk — seven days;

14.3. for poultry and mammalian meat, including fat and offal — 28 days; and

14.4. for fish — 500 degree days.

15. When using homeopathic veterinary medicinal products in which the concentration level of natural substances is equal to one-millionth part or smaller, the withdrawal period shall be reduced to zero.

16. The responsible veterinarian who performs the operations referred to in Paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15 of these Regulations shall maintain a database, which shall contain the following information:

16.1. the given name, surname and address of the owner of an animal or a group of animals;

16.2. the date when an animal or a group of animals was examined;

16.3. the number of treated animals;

16.4. the results of examinations;

16.5. the diagnosis;

16.6. the medicinal product and doses thereof prescribed to an animal or a group of animals;

16.7. the duration of the treatment course; and

16.8. for farm animals — the medicinal product withdrawal period and animal’s identification number.

17. The database referred to in Paragraph 16 of these Regulations shall be kept for at least five years following the completion of the last entry and upon demand shall be presented to the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service.

18. Circulation of medicinal products at veterinary medical care institutions shall be controlled by the Food and Veterinary Service.
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