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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 525
Adopted 19 July 2005

Procedures for Recognition of Professional Qualifications to Perform Permanent Professional Activities in the Republic of Latvia
Issued pursuant to

Section 36, Clause 8;

Section 43, Paragraph one and two, and

Section 57, Paragraph one, Clause 1

of the Law On Regulated Professions and

Recognition of Professional Qualifications

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which:

1.1. the applicant shall submit to the Information institution the documents necessary for the issuing of a professional qualification recognition certificate;

1.2. the Information institution and the institution that issues professional qualification recognition certificates for the regulated professions within the relevant branch of activities (hereinafter – institution that issues recognition certificates) shall examine the documents submitted by an applicant for the recognition of professional qualifications to perform permanent professional activities in a profession regulated in the Republic of Latvia, applying the general professional qualification recognition system, special professional qualification recognition system or recognition of professional qualifications on the basis of the professional experience of the applicant; and

1.3. the institution that issues recognition certificates shall take a decision regarding the recognition or non-recognition of the professional qualifications of the applicant.

2. These Regulations do not apply to the cases when other procedures for the recognition of professional qualifications acquired in foreign states has been specified in the international agreements binding on the Republic of Latvia.

3. In order to have professional qualifications recognised and to receive a professional qualification certificate, the applicant shall provide a personal identification document and submit the following to the information institution:

3.1. a copy of a personal identification document;

3.2. a submission;

3.3. documents that confirm educational and professional qualifications corresponding to the profession specified in the submission (originals or copies certified by the information institution or notarised copies);

3.4. documents (originals) issued by the competent institutions of the state of residence that attest to the right of the applicant to perform professional activities within the relevant profession or his or her professional experience in the state of residence – in the cases specified by the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications; and

3.5. documents approving that the payments referred to in the regulatory enactments regarding the procedures by which the applicant shall cover the expenses related to the recognition of professional qualifications have been made.

4. The applicant shall submit the documents for the recognition of professional qualifications in the official language or in the original language alongside with a certified translation into the official language.

5. The information institution specified for the relevant regulated profession in the Republic of Latvia shall perform the primary examination of the submission of the applicant and of the documents appended thereto, and shall verify that the applicant has submitted a completely filled in submission as well as the documents specified in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations. 

6. If the information institution establishes that the submission has not been filled in completely or all the documents necessary for the recognition of the professional qualification have not been submitted, or the documents submitted by the applicant require a translation into the official language, the institution shall inform the applicant regarding the established deficiencies to be remedied. 

7. If the submission of the applicant has been filled in completely and all the necessary documents have been submitted, the information institution shall register the submission of the applicant in the register for submitted and examined submissions (hereinafter – register of submissions) and evaluate the submission of the applicant and the documents appended thereto.

8. The information institution shall compare the duration of the education and practical training certified in the educational and professional qualification documents submitted by the applicant with the requirements determined in the Republic of Latvia for the acquisition of professional qualifications within the relevant regulated profession and shall prepare a statement regarding the conformity of the educational and professional qualifications of the applicant to the requirements determined in the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – a statement of the information institution).

9. The information institution shall forward the statement referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations as well as the submission of the applicant together with the documents appended thereto to the institution that issues professional qualification recognition certificates in the regulated profession for examination and taking of the decision.

10. The information institution shall forward the documents referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations to the institution that issues recognition certificates observing the following time periods:

10.1. within a time period of one and a half months after the registration of the submission of the applicant if the applicant wishes to perform professional activities in the regulated profession, in which professional qualifications are recognised applying the special professional qualification recognition system; or

10.2. within a time period of two months after the registration of the submission of the applicant if the applicant wishes to perform professional activities in the regulated profession, in which professional qualifications are recognised applying the general professional qualification recognition system or on the basis of the professional experience of the applicant.

11. The institution that issues recognition certificates shall examine the submission of the applicant and documents appended thereto that are received from the information institution and shall evaluate the information provided in the statement of the information institution.

12. If the documents submitted by the applicant attest to the conformity of the educational and professional qualification of the applicant to the requirements for the acquisition of professional qualifications in the regulated profession specified in the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications or are supplemented (if the conformity is partial) with documents that attest to conforming professional experience within the relevant profession in the state of residence of the applicant, and no substantial discrepancies are set out in the statement of the information institution, then the institution that issues recognition certificates shall take a decision regarding the recognition of professional qualifications. 

13. In the case referred to in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations the institution that issues recognition certificates shall prepare a professional qualification recognition certificate or a document conforming to the requirements specified in Section 41, Paragraph two of the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications, which document shall attest the right of the applicant to perform professional activities within the relevant regulated profession in the Republic of Latvia.

14. The time and place for the receipt of the documents referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations shall be indicated in the decision regarding the recognition of the professional qualifications.

15. The institution that issues recognition certificates shall send the decision referred to in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations to the information institution, which institution shall register the decision taken in the register of submissions and shall inform the applicant thereof in writing. The original of the notification shall be appended to the decision.

16. If the documents submitted by the applicant attest to a partial conformity of the educational and professional qualifications of the applicant to the requirements for the acquisition of professional qualifications within the relevant regulated profession specified in the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications and substantial discrepancies are set out in the statement of the information institution, the institution that issues recognition certificates shall take a decision regarding the following:

16.1. the contents and duration of additionally required education, if the applicant wishes to perform professional activities in the regulated profession, in which professional qualifications are recognised applying the special professional qualification recognition system; or

16.2. determination of an adaptation period or a qualification approval test in accordance with the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications, if the applicant wishes to perform professional activities in the regulated profession, in which the professional qualifications are recognised applying the general professional qualification recognition system or on the basis of the professional experience of the applicant.

17. In the decisions referred to in Paragraph 16 of these Regulations the institution that issues recognition certificates shall also specify the following information:

17.1. regarding the institution (or institutions if a choice is possible) in Latvia in which the applicant can acquire the additionally required education or pass the qualification approval test;

17.2. regarding professional persons in Latvia under the supervision of which the applicant may work during the adaptation period; and

17.3. regarding the rights of the applicant to choose the adaptation period or qualification approval test. If, in accordance with the regulatory enactments in the branch of recognition of professional qualifications, the applicant has no rights to choose, the information regarding the mandatory qualification approval test or adaptation period and justification for the restriction of such rights shall be specified.

18. If the documents submitted by the applicant do not attest to the conformity of educational and professional qualifications of the applicant to the requirements for the acquisition of professional qualifications within the relevant regulated profession specified in the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications, in which profession, in order to recognise professional qualifications, the general professional qualification recognition system is applied, and the statement of the information institution attests thereto, then the institution that issues recognition certificates shall take a decision regarding non-recognition of the professional qualifications and shall specify in such decision the contents and duration of the additionally required education, information regarding the institution (or institutions if a choice is possible) where such education may be acquired and procedures by which the applicant may immediately pass the tests in order to prove that he or she  has the knowledge required for the performance of professional activities within the relevant regulated profession in the Republic of Latvia, which is not attested to by the documents confirming their educational and professional qualifications. 

19. The institution that issues recognition certificates shall send the decision referred to in Paragraphs 16 and 18 of these Regulations to the information institution, which shall register the decision taken in the register of submissions and shall inform the applicants thereof in writing, appending the original of such decision to the notification.

20. The date when the information institution sends a written notification to the applicant regarding the decision referred to in Paragraphs 16, 18, or 21 of these Regulations shall be indicated in the register of submissions as the closing date for the examination of the submission of the applicant. 

21. If the applicant has fulfilled the requirements referred to in Paragraphs 16 and 18 of these Regulations and has submitted the documents that attest to the fulfilment of such requirements to the institution that issues recognition certificates, the institution referred to shall evaluate the fulfilment of such requirements within a time period of one month, and:

21.1. if the evaluation is positive, shall take a decision regarding the recognition of the professional qualifications of the applicant and inform the applicant thereof in writing; or

21.2. if the evaluation is negative, shall take a decision regarding the non-recognition of the professional qualifications of the applicant and inform the applicant in writing thereof.

22. In the case referred to in Paragraph 21.1 of these Regulations the institution that issues recognition certificates shall prepare a professional qualification recognition certificate or a document that conforms to the requirements specified in Section 41, Paragraph two of the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications, which document shall attest to the right of the applicant to perform professional activities within the relevant regulated profession in the Republic of Latvia, and shall issue such document to the applicant.

23. The institution that issues recognition certificates shall send the decision referred to in Paragraph 21 of these Regulations to the information institution for informative purposes. The information institution shall register the decision referred to in the register of submissions, in order to ensure the storage of statistical information regarding the applicants to which any additional requirement specified in the Law On Regulated Professions and Recognition of Professional Qualifications has been made during the process of recognition of professional qualifications.

24. Decisions taken by the information institution and the institution that issues recognition certificates may be appealed by the applicant in accordance with the procedures specified by the Administrative Procedure Law. 

Prime Minister 



A. Kalvītis

Minister for Education and Science 

I. Druviete
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