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Republic of Latvia 

Cabinet

Regulation No. 530

Adopted 27 December 2001

Regulations regarding Specification of the Amount, Collection, Distribution and Payment of Blank Tape Levy for Reproduction of Film or Phonogram for Personal Use

Issued pursuant to Section 34, Paragraph two of the Copyright Law

1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. procedures by which the blank tape levy for the reproduction of a film or a phonogram for personal use shall be determined (hereinafter – levy);

1.2. procedures for the collection and payment of the levy; and

1.3. procedures by which the levy shall be proportionally distributed among authors, performers, phonogram producers and film producers.+6
2. For authors, performers, phonogram producers and film producers to receive the levy for the reproduction of phonograms and films for personal use, manufacturers and importers of blank recording media (for example, audio recording cassettes, videotapes, video cassettes, laser discs, compact discs, minidisks) and equipment intended for the reproduction for personal use shall pay a levy.

3. The levy shall be collected, it shall be distributed and paid to the owners of the rights by an organisation that administers economic rights on a collective basis (hereinafter – organisation).

4. As a certification that a manufacturer or importer has settled the formalities related to the blank tape levy for blank recording media and equipment used for reproduction, the organisation shall issue a certificate (Annex 1).

5. Natural persons shall pay the levy in cases where the total value and number of the goods referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations to be imported exceeds the norm of quantity of non-commercial goods exempt from value added tax to be imported in the Republic of Latvia as prescribed by regulatory enactments.

6. If blank recording media are imported wholesale for reproduction of works for commercial purposes and the equipment intended for reproduction is imported for utilisation in professional activities by broadcasting organisations, the levy shall not be paid but the importer shall receive the certificate referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations. Reproduction for commercial purposes shall mean commercial activities, producing audio recordings or video recordings intended for general utilisation. Professional activity by broadcasting organisations shall mean utilisation of equipment to create broadcasts and perform activities related thereto.
7. An importer who is importing blank recording media and equipment intended for reproduction shall submit a report and documentation within six months from the receipt of the certificate issued by the organisation to the organisation regarding the actual utilisation of blank recording media and equipment intended for reproduction.

8. If blank recording media and equipment intended for reproduction are manufactured in Latvia, manufacturers shall pay the levy before removing the goods from the production unit and before the first alienation.

9. An importer has a duty to pay the levy before the importation of blank recording media and equipment intended for reproduction.

10. The organisation has the right to withhold from the total collected levy only the costs that are related to the administration of the levy collection, distribution and payment.

11. The organisation that collects the levy shall distribute and pay it to the owners of rights groups, and co-ordinate, at the beginning of the financial year, the expected estimate of administrative costs with organisations that administer economic rights on a collective basis representing authors, performers, phonogram producers and film producers.

12. Subsequent to the withholding of administrative costs, by 1 March of the current year, the organisation shall pay the levy to organisations that administer economic rights on a collective basis representing authors, performers, phonogram producers and film producers.

13. The levy shall be distributed between the owners of rights groups referred to in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations in percentages as follows:

13.1. for blank recording media and equipment intended for audio recordings:

13.1.1. to authors — 40%;

13.1.2. to performers — 30%; and

13.1.3. to phonogram producers — 30%;

13.2. for blank recording media and equipment intended for video recordings:

13.2.1. to authors — 33.3%;

13.2.2. to performers — 33.3%;

13.2.3. to film producers — 33.3%.

14. The levy which has been collected for blank data media (for example, CD, DAT, DCC, MD, CD-R, CD-E, CD-I, CD-RW, MD) shall be distributed as follows: 80% shall be added to the levy share of owners of rights referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations and 20% shall be added to the levy share of owners of rights referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of these Regulations.

15. The organisation has the right to request information, which is necessary for the collection of the levy and which is not confidential from customs authorities, statistics institutions, manufacturers and importers. The organisation is entitled to use the obtained information only for the collection of the levy.

16. By 1 April of the current year the organisation shall submit a report to the Ministry of Culture regarding the collection, distribution and payment of the levy, as well as the administrative costs related thereto.

17. The Ministry of Culture has the right to control the accounting of the organisation in respect of issues related to the collection, distribution and payment of the levy, as well as the administrative costs related thereto.

18. The basic amount for determination of the levy shall be the price (without value added tax) set for the goods referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations by the manufacturer (for goods manufactured in Latvia) or by the importer, which price shall not be lower than the prices of goods indicated in the information at the disposal of customs.

19. The amount of the levy shall be determined and calculated in percent on the basis of the price of goods referred to in Paragraph 18 of these Regulations:

19.1. for blank recording media, including data media — 6%; and

19.2. for equipment utilised for reproduction — 3%.

20. After the importer has paid the levy the organisation shall issue the certificate referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, which shall be presented at customs when declaring the goods to be imported for release for free circulation in the territory of Latvia. The customs authority shall make a notation on the certificate. The certificate is intended for single use and shall be valid for three months.
21. In order to receive the certificate the importer shall submit to the organisation a statement, which states which goods referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations are imported by the importer and an invoice of goods stating the quantity and price of groups of goods. The nomenclature of the goods indicated in the statement may not differ from the nomenclature indicated in the certificate and the quantity of goods may not exceed the quantity indicated in the certificate.

22. When settling customs formalities for release of goods for free circulation in the territory of Latvia the importer has a duty to submit to customs officials the original of the certificate.

23. When releasing goods for free circulation in the territory of Latvia the customs authority shall make a notation on the submitted certificate and return it to the submitter.

24. The person who has received the certificate on which there is a notation by the customs authority has a duty to submit it to the organisation within 14 calendar days from the day the notation was made.

25. The goods to be imported must be identifiable according to their accompanying documents and the certificate issued by the organisation. If doubts or disagreements arise while clearing goods regarding the correspondence of the quantity, name or nomenclature of the goods indicated in accompanying documents or the certificate with the goods submitted to customs, customs authorities have the right to detain the relevant goods until the importer submits a new certificate, which after adjustment of the information has been issued by the organisation.

26. If the importer has imported less goods than indicated in the certificate the organisation has a duty to repay to the importer the overpaid part of the levy.

27. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2002.

 Prime Minister 
A. Bērziņš

Minister for Culture 
K.Pētersone

Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 530

27 December 2001

Certificate No. ______________

For submission to customs authorities when declaring goods for free circulation in the territory of Latvia

	Organisation that administers economic rights on a collective basis
	
	

	
	(name)


	

	certifies that
	
	

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number, passport No. – for natural persons;
	

	
	,

	name and registration No. of undertaking (company) – for legal persons)
	


on the basis of the following submitted documents (title, number, date of issue):

	1. 
	
	;

	2. 
	
	;

	3. 
	
	,


and in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 530 of 27 December 2001,

Regulations for Determination of the Amount, Collection, Distribution and Payment of Blank Tape Levy for Reproduction of Film or Phonogram for Personal Use (tick the appropriate)

	
	has paid the blank tape levy
	

	
	
	(amount in words in lati)


for the importation of the blank recording media and equipment for reproduction for personal use specified below

or

	
	is exempt from the payment of blank tape levy because the blank recording media specified below


are imported wholesale for reproduction of works for commercial purposes and/or the equipment intended for reproduction specified below is imported for utilisation in professional activities by a broadcasting organisation.

	Latvian Combined Nomenclature Code
	Name of goods
	Quantity of goods

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	On the basis of the above
	

	
	(name of the organisation that administers economic rights on a collective basis)


does not delay the release of the goods referred to for free circulation in the territory of Latvia.

	Date of issue of the certificate
	
	

	Certificate valid until
	
	
	

	Certificate issuer
	

	
	(signature and full name)


Place for seal

Customs notations

	Place of completion
	

	Date
	
	
	

	Goods declaration number
	
	

	Other notations
	

	Customs officer
	

	
	(signature and full name)


Place for seal

Within fourteen calendar days after the making of the notations, the certificate with customs notations shall be submitted to 


(name of the organisation)
Minister for Culture 
K.Pētersone

Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 530

27 December 2001

Blank Recording Media and Equipment Used for Reproduction for which Blank Tape Levy Shall Be Paid

	Latvian Combined Nomenclature Code
	Description

	8520
	Magnetic tape recorders and other sound recording apparatus (whether or not incorporating a sound reproducing device):

	8520 10 000
	- dictating machines not capable of operating without an external source of power

	8520 33
	-- other, cassette-type:

	
	--- with built-in amplifier and one or more built-in loudspeakers:

	8520 33 110
	---- capable of operating without an external source of power

	8520 33 190
	---- other

	8520 33 900
	---other

	8520 39
	--other:

	8520 39 100
	--- using magnetic tape on reels, allowing sound recording or reproduction either at a single speed of 19 cm per second or at several speeds if those comprise only 19 cm per second and lower speeds 

	8520 39 900
	---other

	8520 90
	- other:

	8520 90 900
	-- other

	8521
	Video recording or reproducing apparatus, whether or not incorporating a video tuner:

	8521 10
	- magnetic tape-type:

	8521 10 100
	-- other:

	8521 10 300
	--- using tape of a width not exceeding 1.3 cm and allowing recording or reproduction at a tape speed not exceeding 50 mm per second

	8521 10 800
	--- other

	8521 90 000
	- other

	8523
	Prepared unrecorded media for sound recording or similar recording of other phenomena, other than products of Chapter 37:

	
	- magnetic tapes:

	8523 11 000
	-- of a width not exceeding 4 mm

	8523 12 000
	-- of a width exceeding 4 mm but not exceeding 6.5 mm

	8523 13 000
	-- of a width exceeding 6.5 mm

	8523 20
	- magnetic discs:

	8523 20 100
	--- rigid:

	8523 20 900
	-- other

	8523 90 000
	- other

	8527
	Reception apparatus for radio-telephony, radio-telegraphy or radio-broadcasting, whether or not combined in the same housing, with sound recording or reproducing apparatus or a clock:

	8527 13
	-- other apparatus combined with sound recording or reproducing apparatus:

	8527 13 100
	--- with laser reading system

	
	--- other:

	8527 13 910
	---- of the cassette-type with an analogue and digital reading system

	8527 13 990
	---- other

	8527 31
	-- combined with sound recording or reproducing apparatus:

	
	--- with one or more loudspeakers in the same housing:

	8527 31 110
	---- of the cassette-type with an analogue and digital reading system

	8527 31 190
	---- other

	
	--- other:

	8527 31 910
	---- with laser reading system

	
	---- other

	8527 31 930
	----- of the cassette-type with an analogue and digital reading system

	8527 31 980
	----- other


Minister for Culture 
K.Pētersone
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