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Cabinet
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Regulations for the Allocation of Capacity of the Public-Use Railway Infrastructure

Issued pursuant to

Section 27, Paragraph 12

of the Railway Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures, by which the capacity of the public-use railway infrastructure (hereinafter – the capacity) is being distributed, and the action of the manager of such infrastructure if the infrastructure is congested, as well as the content of a application for the performance of carriage, the documents to be attached, the financial and other guarantees, the procedures for the examination of the application and the action after the receipt of capacity.

2. The total number of trains, which is admissible in a railway district, shall form the distributable capacity, taking into account the technical condition of the district, the traffic speed and technological restrictions provided for the maintenance thereof.

3. The capacity of the public-use railway infrastructure (hereinafter – the infrastructure), on the basis of a application (annex) regarding the request of capacity, shall be distributed and a capacity distribution plan shall be approved by the allocation body, who concurrently is also the manager of such infrastructure (hereinafter – the manager). If the manager is concurrently also a railway undertaking or is included in the same holding company with it, the State Railway Administration shall be the allocation body.

4. After the allocation of capacity the manager shall be granted the rights to use the infrastructure in a definite district.

5. Capacity shall be granted for a time period of twelve months that begins on the last Sunday of May of the relevant year and ends on the last Saturday of May of the following year.

6. The allocation body, in distributing capacity, shall reserve it for the technological needs of the manager thereof and repair works.

II. Procedures for the Application and Examination of Applications regarding the Request of Capacity
7. In order to obtain access to the infrastructure, railway undertakings shall submit to the allocation body a application regarding the request of capacity.

8. Railway undertakings shall submit an application regarding the request of capacity for the following period of granting of capacity by 15 October.

9. A railway undertaking shall add the following to the application regarding the request of capacity:

9.1. a copy of the railway undertaking licence;

9.2. a copy of the railway undertaking safety certificate;

9.3. the analysis of the execution of the application regarding the request of capacity of the preceding year in accordance with the data indicated therein;

9.4. information regarding the charges for the use of railway infrastructure in the preceding period of granting capacity and the guarantees if the previous liabilities related to the utilisation of the infrastructure have not been fulfilled; and

9.5. information regarding the public procurement contract of the railway carriage if the railway undertaking wants priorities in accordance with the conditions of Paragraph 13 of these Regulations.

10. If amendments or additions are necessary to a application regarding the request of capacity, the allocation body shall inform the railway undertaking regarding it in writing. After the receipt of a notification the railway undertaking shall make the necessary amendments or additions to the application regarding the request of capacity and shall submit them to the allocation body within a time period of seven working days.

11. Railway undertakings shall attach a justification for the request of capacity to the application regarding the request of capacity. If a railway undertaking does not have a safety certificate for activity in the requested districts of the infrastructure, it may apply only for the undistributed part of capacity.

III. Criteria for the Allocation of Capacity
12. In examining the applications of railway undertakings regarding the request of capacity, the conditions of Section 27, Paragraph two of the Railway Law shall be applied to the allocation of capacity.

13. In distributing capacity, a priority for trains shall be determined in accordance with Section 27, Paragraph three of the Railway Law or pursuant to the international agreements entered into.

14. In distributing capacity, the following criteria shall also be complied with:

14.1. co-operation experience of the railway undertaking and manager;

14.2. the planned regularity, intensity and duration of use of the infrastructure; and

14.3. the compliance of technical parameters of trains for ensuring efficient use of the infrastructure.

IV. Granting of Capacity
15. Where possible, a railway undertaking shall be granted all capacity requested in the application regarding the request of capacity.

16. If the capacity requested is larger than it is possible to grant, the railway undertaking shall be offered:

16.1. to select other time for the requested train route (if time is referred to in the application regarding the request of capacity);

16.2. to select another route instead of one indicated in the application;

16.3. to reduce the travelling period of passenger trains by reducing the number of stops or otherwise;

16.4. to reduce the total mass of a passenger train or to use a traction unit with better parameters of traction;

16.5. to increase the total mass of a freight train or to use a traction unit with better parameters of traction; or

16.6. to refuse any of the requested capacity.

17. If a railway undertaking agrees to amend the application regarding the request of capacity in accordance with Paragraph 16 of these Regulations, the railway undertaking shall be granted the co-ordinated capacity.

18. If a railway undertaking does not agree to amend the application regarding the request of capacity, the allocation body shall offer the railway undertaking to come to an agreement with other railway undertakings who apply for capacity in the same district within a time period of two weeks after the railway undertaking has been notified that it is not possible to grant all the capacity requested in the application regarding the request of capacity. If railway undertakings come to an agreement, they shall submit to the allocation body a letter of agreement.

19. If railway undertakings cannot come to an agreement within a time period of one month, the allocation body shall distribute capacity in accordance with the procedures specified in Chapter III of these Regulations.

20. If after the allocation of capacity performed in accordance with the procedures specified in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations a part of capacity remains, which it is not possible to distribute accordingly, an auction shall be organised by applying a bidding principle to the charges for the use of the relevant railway infrastructure. If the allocation body organises the auction, it shall take place in accordance with the procedures specified by the allocation body. In the auction capacity shall be granted to the railway undertaking whose bid price for the use of the relevant district of infrastructure is the highest.
21. The allocation body shall take a decision regarding the allocation of capacity and shall approve a plan of the allocation of capacity not later than on 15 December. If the allocation body is the State Railway Administration, it shall take a decision regarding the allocation of capacity and approve a plan of the allocation of capacity after getting acquainted with the proposals regarding the allocation of capacity among railway undertakings submitted by the manager and interested railway undertakings. The referred to proposals regarding the allocation of capacity shall be submitted to the State Railway Administration by 8 December.
22. Unclaimed and undistributed capacity shall remain at the disposal of the manager. The manager shall distribute it on the basis of applications of railway undertakings and taking into account the procedures and principles specified in these Regulations.

V. Annual Train Working Timetable

23. The manager shall draw up an annual train working timetable (hereinafter – an annual timetable) in accordance with the plan of the allocation of capacity.

24. An annual timetable shall be a technological document, which determines the procedures for train traffic.

25. In drawing up an annual timetable, the manager shall take into account the following priorities of train categories (they are arranged from the most important to the least important ones):

25.1. international passenger trains;

25.2. accelerated (international) freight trains;

25.3. domestic passenger trains;

25.4. freight trains for carriage in closed routes;

25.5. goods collecting trains and clean-up trains; and

25.6. other trains.

26. The manager shall develop and notify the annual timetable to railway undertakings not later than within a month before coming into effect thereof.

VI. Amendments to Annual Timetable
27. A manager is entitled to amend the annual timetable in accordance with the planned repair works or after the receipt of a written application of railway undertakings if it does not have an influence on the approved plan of the allocation of capacity.

28. If amendments to the annual timetable have an influence on the approved plan of the allocation of capacity, the amendments to the annual timetable shall be made only after the allocation body has made all the necessary amendments to the plan of the allocation of capacity.

29. A railway undertaking has the rights to submit a written application regarding amendments to the application of the request of capacity (for example, utilisation of other routes or expansion of the present rout, change of a place and stopping time) if it relates to the trains, which have already been included in the accepted annual timetable.

30. Proposals regarding amendments to the annual timetable shall be submitted, taking into account the following time periods:

30.1. international passenger trains – at least 60 days before the intended journey;

30.2. domestic passenger trains – at least 25 days before the intended journey; and

30.3. freight trains – at least 25 days before the intended journey.

31. The manager may accept the proposed amendments if they do not affect the interests of other railway undertakings.

32. If amendments to the annual timetable offered by any railway undertaking affect the interests of other railway undertakings, the railway undertakings shall come to an agreement through negotiations and shall submit to the manager the agreement reached, taking into account the time periods referred to in Paragraph 30 of these Regulations. If an agreement is not reached within such time periods, the amendments shall not be accepted.

33. If the railway undertaking does not use the granted train path of the annual timetable, the manager has the right to grant such train path to another railway undertaking.

34. Issues regarding unused train paths of the annual timetable shall be stipulated in an agreement regarding the utilisation of the infrastructure if it has not been specified in these Regulations.

VII. Action of the Manager if the Infrastructure is Congested
35. If the infrastructure is congested, the manager shall perform the analysis of the utilisation of the infrastructure in order to specify the capacity restrictions and offer solutions or measures for the prevention thereof.

36. The manager may offer railway undertakings the participation in measures, which will increase capacity in a particular section of the infrastructure.

37. If the infrastructure is congested, the allocation body is entitled to reduce or not to grant capacity to such railway undertakings, the technical parameters of the trains of which do not ensure the efficient utilisation of the infrastructure.

38. Disputes regarding the allocation of capacity, which occur between the railway undertaking and the allocation body, shall be examined in accordance with Section 31, Paragraph one, Clause 8 of the Railway Law. Decisions of the State Railway Administration may be appealed to the court.

Prime Minister 



A. Kalvītis

Minister for Transport 
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Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 539

27 June 2006

Application regarding the Request of Capacity for the Allocation of Capacity of the Public-Use Railway Infrastructure of Latvia

	No.
	District name
	Planned number of trains
	Periodicity of journeys in passenger traffic
	Type of the mean of traction
	Weight and length of trains
	Speed of the mean of traction
	Dislocation of the mean of traction
	Additional operations necessary for the preparation
	Locations of technical service of trains
	Specific provisions for the pass of trains

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Explanatory notes.

1. The name of the district shall be indicated in box 2 in accordance with the procedures specified in the Public Infrastructure Register. Railway undertakings whose number of trains changes within the boundaries of one district, shall divide such district into sections according to the stations in the district, in which the number of trains changes, in the application.

2. An average number of trains per twenty-four-hours shall be indicated in box 3.

3. Provisions for the train traffic for a season, months or days of a week shall be indicated in box 4, as well as the preferable time of the train working timetable between the destination stations of the district shall be attached if it is important to the railway undertaking. A precise stopping place for each train shall also be indicated.

4. Series of the means of traction shall be indicated in box 5.

5. The weight of the train, which the relevant means of traction may pull, shall be indicated in box 6. In order to specify the length, the number of wagons shall be indicated for passenger trains.

6. The actual possible movement speed of the means of traction in the district shall be indicated in box 7 (taking into account all restrictions).

7. The turnaround point of means of traction that are in the main depot and district shall be indicated in box 8.

8. Duration of operations, which are necessary in order to prepare the means of traction for movement, shall be indicated in box 9. An itemised list of times shall be attached according to the types of operations.

9. the wagon technical inspection posts (WTIP) of the district shall be indicated in box 10.

10. Specific conditions of the railway undertaking, which affect the time and conditions of traffic (if such exist), shall be indicated in box 11, adding a more detailed explanation.

Minister for Transport 


K. Peters
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