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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 547

Adopted 21.June 2004

By-laws of the State Assay Supervision Inspectorate
Issued pursuant to

Section 16, Paragraph one of 

State Administration Structure Law

I. General Provisions

1. The State Assay Supervision Inspectorate (hereinafter ‑ Inspection) is a State institution of direct administration supervised by the Ministry of Finance.

2. The aim of the Inspection shall be the development of the market of precious metals, precious stones and the products thereof, the protection of consumers' interests, the support of fair competition and entrepreneurship.

II. Functions, Tasks and Field of Competence of the Inspection

3. The Inspection shall have the following functions:

3.1. to perform supervision of the official hallmark in the Republic of Latvia;

3.2. to hallmark precious metal products with the hallmark seals and guarantee marks specified in the Republic of Latvia;

3.3. to issue quality attestations which shall certify the hallmark of the precious metal or the content of the alloy;

3.4. to register the places where economic activity with precious metals, precious stones and products thereof are performed; 

3.5. to register the personal seals of the manufacturers of precious metal products;

3.6. to control observance of the Law on Supervision of the Official Hallmark and other regulatory enactments related to the implementation of said Law;

3.7. to perform the functions of the authorised institution in Latvia which are referred to in Article 5, Paragraph 1 of the Convention of 15 November 1972 regarding control and marking of precious metal products;

3.8. to perform the functions specified in the Law on the Prevention of Laundering of Proceeds Derived from Criminal Activity;

3.9. to provide services related to hallmark work; 

3.10. to control the process of the manufacture of State awards and the quality of the awards; and 

3.11. to perform other functions specified in external regulatory enactments. 

4. In order to ensure the performance of the functions referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations, the Inspection shall perform the following tasks:

4.1. examine places of economic activity for work with precious metals, precious stones and products thereof and track that persons comply with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments; 

4.2. determine the hallmark of precious metals and products thereof, perform composition analysis and expert examination thereof, and perform control analysis;

4.3. issue quality attestations and provide expert opinions;

4.4. perform expert examination of the guarantee marks and hallmarks;

4.5. perform expert examination of precious stones and other valuable stones utilised in articles of jewellery and issue quality attestations;

4.6. control the observance of the manufacture of State awards, technical state of compression moulds and chisels, the quality of precious metal alloys and coatings;

4.7. prepare and submit to the Ministry of Finance proposals for measures to be taken in the branches of activity within the competence of the Inspection;  

4.8. develop draft regulatory enactments in the branches of activity within the competence of the Inspection; 

4.9. in compliance with its field of competence, examine complaints, submissions and proposals of natural and legal persons and provide responses thereto;

4.10. inform the public regarding the activities of the Inspection;  

4.11. impose administrative penalties; and

4.12. perform other tasks specified in regulatory enactments.

5. The Inspection has the following rights:

5.1. in the cases specified in external regulatory enactments, to request and receive free of charge the information and documents necessary for the performance of tasks from the State and local government authorities, as well as from natural persons and private law legal persons;

5.2. to co-operate with foreign public administration institutions, international and non-governmental organisations, their representatives and experts; and

5.3. to exercise other rights specified in regulatory enactments.

III. Structure of the Inspection and Field of Competence of the Officials

6. The head of the Inspection shall manage the activities of the Inspection. The head, upon confirmation of candidacy by the Cabinet, shall be appointed to and removed from office by the Minister for Finance.

7. The head of the Inspection shall perform the functions of the head of the State institution of direct administration which are specified in the State Administration Structure Law.

8. The head of the Inspection may have deputies. The head of the Inspection shall determine the field of competence of the head’s deputies, as well as the units directly subject to the relevant head deputy.

9. The constitutional units of the Inspection shall be departments, divisions thereof and independent divisions.

10. The functions and tasks of the constitutional units of the Inspection shall be determined in the by-laws of the Inspection.

11. The Minister for Finance shall approve samples of the service identification documents of officials of the Inspection.

12. A service identification document shall contain the following information:

12.1. the name of the Inspection; 

12.2. the name of the constitutional unit and the office of the official;

12.3. the given name, surname and personal identity number of the official; 

12.4. the date of issue and period of validity of the document; and

12.5. the number of the document.

13. The following officials of the Inspection shall have the powers of supervision:  the head, senior inspectors and inspectors of the constitutional unit of control and supervision.

14. It is prohibited for officials and employees of the Inspection to:

14.1. disclose to third parties (except law enforcement institutions the competence of which includes the receipt of the relevant information) information regarding persons who have provided the Inspection with the information regarding violations of laws and other regulatory enactments; and

14.2. express an official opinion in the mass media without the authorisation of the head of the Inspection.

15. In implementing State supervision and control, the officials of the Inspection, in compliance with the field of competence and the prescribed powers, have the following rights:

15.1. to engage specialists of other constitutional units in the performance of examinations and analysis; 

15.2. to perform the selection of precious metals, precious stones and products thereof at the objects to be examined, in order to deliver them for expert examination; 

15.3. to request that a controlled person provides the necessary working conditions at the object to be examined;

15.4. to request that a controlled person endures the presence of the head or the responsible official during the examination; 

15.5. to prepare examination documents, take decisions, give instructions the implementation of which is mandatory to eliminate the deficiencies and violations discovered within the specified time period, to examine materials regarding violations of regulatory enactments which are related to the performance of economic activity with precious metals, precious stones and products thereof; 

15.6. if necessary, to invite employees of the police and other law enforcement institutions; and 

15.7. to exercise other rights specified in regulatory enactments.

IV. Mechanism for Ensuring Legality of the Activities of the Inspection and Reports on the Activities of the Inspection

16. The head of the Inspection shall ensure the legality of the activities of the Inspection. The head of the Inspection shall be responsible for the establishment and functioning of the system of internal control and examination of decisions.

17. The head of the Inspection has the right to revoke illegal decisions and internal regulatory enactments of officials of the Inspection.

18. The head of the Inspection shall take a decision regarding the administrative enactment issued by an official of the Inspection which has been disputed and the actual action of employees, unless otherwise specified in external regulatory enactments.

19. A person may dispute the administrative enactments issued by the Head of the Inspection or the actual action to the Ministry of Finance in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regulating the administrative process.

20. The Inspection shall provide a report to the Minister regarding the performance of the functions of the Inspection and the utilisation of budget resources at least once a year.

21. The Minister has the right at any time to request a report regarding the performance of the functions of the Inspection, as well as regarding the activities of the Inspection. 

V. Closing Provisions

22. Cabinet Regulation No. 27 of 18 January 2000, By-laws of Inspection of Supervision of Official Hallmark (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2000, No. 18/19) is repealed.

Acting for the Prime Minister,

Deputy Prime Minister 







A. Šlesers

Minister for Finance 







O. Spurdziņš
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