Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 585

Adopted 27 December 2002

Regulations Regarding Consumer Information to be Provided in Labelling and Promotional Publications on Fuel Consumption and CO2 Emissions of New Passenger Cars

Issued pursuant to Section 21, Paragraph one of the Consumer Rights Protection Law

and Section 7, Paragraph one of the Advertising Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the information to be provided to consumers in labelling (informative sign or sticker, informative poster at the point of sale, guide regarding fuel consumption and CO2 emissions) and promotional publications regarding fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of new passenger cars.

2. These Regulations apply to new previously unregistered passenger cars which are specified in the standard LVS 87:1997 “Types of Means of Transport and their Definitions” and are offered to consumers for the first time (hereinafter — cars).

3. It is prohibited to distribute passenger cars in respect of which the information provided for by these Regulations is not provided. In all informative materials prepared for consumers (informative sign or sticker, informative poster at the point of sale, guide on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions, promotional publications) it is prohibited to specify symbols, labelling or inscriptions regarding fuel consumption or CO2 emissions which do not comply with the requirements of these Regulations, numerical value of the fuel consumption and specific emissions of CO2 specified in the certificate of conformity and type-approval documentation (hereinafter — numerical value of the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2) or otherwise mislead consumers.

4. In order to inform consumers regarding the numerical value of the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2, the seller shall label the car with an informative sign or sticker which shall be attached or clearly and visibly displayed near each car model (commercial description of the make, type and, if necessary, also variant and version of the passenger car) at the points of sale, as well as trade fairs.

5. The informative sign or sticker (standard size — 297 x 210 mm (A4)) shall specify the following information:

5.1. the model and fuel type of the car;

5.2. the numerical value of the official fuel consumption expressed in litres per 100 kilometres (1/100 km) and/or kilometres per litre (km/l) with an accuracy to one decimal place;

5.3. the numerical value of the official specific emissions of CO2 expressed in grams per kilometre (g/km), rounded off to the nearest whole number; and

5.4. the following references:

5.4.1. “Rokasgrāmata par degvielas patēriņu un CO2 izplūdi (izdruka vai kopija), kurā ir dati par visiem jaunajiem vieglo automobiļu modeļiem, ir bez maksas pieejama visās automobiļu tirdzniecības vietās, Patērētāju tiesību aizsardzības centrā un Ceļu satiksmes drošības direkcijā” [A guide on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions (a print-out or a copy) which contains data regarding all new passenger car models is available at all points of car sale, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre and the Road Traffic Safety Directorate free of charge]; and

5.4.2. “Papildus automobiļa degvielas patēriņa efektivitātei automobiļa degvielas patēriņu un CO2 izplūdi ietekmē arī braukšanas stils un citi netehniski faktori. CO2 ir galvenā gāze, kas izraisa siltumnīcas efektu un rada globālo sasilšanu” [In addition to the fuel consumption efficiency of a car, driving behaviour, as well as other non-technical factors affect a car's fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. CO2 is the main gas, which generates the greenhouse effect and causes global warming]

6. The Ministry of Transport together with the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development shall ensure the development of the guide on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions (hereinafter — guide) and publish it in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia]. The Ministry of Transport shall ensure that the information provided by manufacturers or importers regarding fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of the cars available on the market is compiled in the guide on an annual basis.

7. A print-out or a copy of the guide shall be available free of charge at the points of car sale, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre and the Road Traffic Safety Directorate.

8. The guide shall contain the following information:

8.1. a list of all cars available on the market (in the specific year) arranged by the names of makes (trade mark of the manufacturer specified on the certificate of conformity and type-approval) in alphabetical order;

8.2. for each model specified in the guide the following shall be indicated:

8.2.1. the fuel type;

8.2.2. the numerical value of the official fuel consumption expressed in litres per 100 kilometres (1/100 km) and/or kilometres per litre (km/l) with an accuracy to one decimal place; and

8.2.3. the numerical value of the official specific emissions of CO2 expressed in grams per kilometre (g/km), rounding off to the nearest whole number;

8.3. the ten most efficient car models as regards fuel consumption economy, ranked in increasing order according to the numerical value of the official specific emissions of CO2. The list shall specify the model of the car, the numerical value of the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2;

8.4. an indication that correct use, regular maintenance of the means of transport and driving behaviour (for example, avoiding aggressive driving, driving at a lower speed, anticipation braking, correct pressure in tyres, reducing periods of idling, avoiding carrying of excessive weight) will reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions;

8.5. an explanation that gas emissions generate the greenhouse effect which may cause climate change, as well as the environmental impact assessment of different types of fuel available to the consumer in conformity with the requirements of regulatory enactments;

8.6. a reference to the average amount of CO2 emissions for cars specified by the European Community, as well as the date by which such indicators are to be achieved; and

8.7. a reference to information regarding car fuel consumption and CO2 emission compiled by the European Commission and available on the Internet.

9. The seller shall provide for each make of car an informative poster or an electronic display which shall specify the numerical value of the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2 for all car models displayed or offered for sale or lease at the specific point of sale (or through it), as well as at trade fairs.

10. The informative poster shall be drawn up in accordance with the sample specified in the Annex to these Regulations (minimum dimensions — 70 x 50 cm) regarding each passenger car model, specifying the following information in a clear and easily legible manner:

10.1. the numerical value of the official fuel consumption expressed in litres per 100 kilometres (1/100 km) and/or kilometres per litre (km/l) with an accuracy to one decimal place;

10.2. the numerical value of the official specific emissions of CO2 expressed in grams per kilometre (g/km), rounding off to the nearest whole number; and

10.3. the following information:

10.3.1. “ Rokasgrāmata par degvielas patēriņu un CO2 izplūdi (izdruka vai kopija), kurā ir dati par visiem jaunajiem vieglo automobiļu modeļiem, ir bez maksas pieejama visās automobiļu tirdzniecības vietās, Patērētāju tiesību aizsardzības centrā un Ceļu satiksmes drošības direkcijā” [A guide on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions (a print-out or a copy) which contains data regarding all new passenger car models is available at all points of car sale, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre and the Road Traffic Safety Directorate free of charge]; and

10.3.2. “Papildus automobiļa degvielas patēriņa efektivitātei automobiļa degvielas patēriņu un CO2 izplūdi ietekmē arī braukšanas stils un citi netehniski faktori.  CO2 ir galvenā gāze, kas izraisa siltumnīcas efektu un rada globālo sasilšanu” [In addition to the fuel consumption efficiency of a car, driving behaviour, as well as other non-technical factors affect a car's fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. CO2 is the main gas, which generates the greenhouse effect and causes global warming]

11. Information to be specified in the poster shall be updated every six months. If it is necessary to supplement the poster earlier, the information shall be specified at the bottom of the list.

12. In all printed promotional materials intended for a consumer data regarding the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2 shall be specified, except for cases if a promotional publication only contains reference to the make in general without specifying particular car models.

13. The information to be specified in advertising regarding the numerical value of the official fuel consumption and the official specific emissions of CO2 shall meet the following requirements:

13.1. it shall be as easy to see and comprehend as the main part of the promotional publication; and

13.2. information on the official fuel consumption shall be provided for all car models referred to in the promotional publication. If several models are indicated in the promotional publication, information on the fuel consumption of each model shall be provided or the range of the fuel consumption for all models shall be indicated. The numerical value of the official fuel consumption shall be specified in litres per 100 kilometres (1/100 km) and/or kilometres per litre (km/l) with an accuracy to one decimal place.
14. Compliance with these Regulations, in conformity with its competence, shall be monitored by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre and the Competition Council.

15. Paragraphs 6 and 7, as well as Sub-paragraphs 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4 and 8.5 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 June 2003.

16. Sub-paragraphs 8.6 and 8.7 of these Regulations shall come into force by special Cabinet Regulations.

17. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2003.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives
These Regulations contain legal norms arising from Directive 1999/94/EC.
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Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 585

27 December 2002

Sample of the Informative Poster to be Displayed at the Point of Sale 

	Fuel type
	No.
	Model
	CO2 emission
	Fuel consumption

	Petrol
	1.
	
	
	

	
	2.
	
	
	

	
	...
	
	
	

	Diesel fuel
	1.
	
	
	

	
	2.
	
	
	

	
	...
	
	
	


Note.

Car models shall be listed and grouped according to the fuel type. For each fuel type car models shall be ranked in order of increasing numerical value of CO2 emissions, specifying the model with the lowest fuel consumption at the top of the list. 
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