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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 598
Adopted 13 July 2004

Regulations On Acoustic Noise Standards in Residential Premises and Public Buildings

Issued pursuant to

Section 14, Paragraph one, Clause 3

of the Law on Structure of the Cabinet

1. These Regulations prescribe the permissible acoustic noise standards in residential premises and public buildings in order to ensure that human beings are protected against the adverse effects of acoustic noise.

2. Acoustic noise shall be all types of adverse, disturbing sounds in the air environment, which cause discomfort, affect the hearing and disturb acoustic communication (useful sounds).

3. These Regulations do not apply to:

3.1. noise in the working environment;

3.2. public recreational and sports events that have been co-ordinated with the local government; and

3.3. the operation of the sirens of the public notification and alert system.

[30 November 2004]
4. Measurements of acoustic noise shall be performed by:

4.1. laboratories which have been accredited by the State Agency Latvian National Accreditation Bureau in accordance with the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005, “General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories” and regarding which the Ministry of Economics has published a notice in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia]; and

4.2. laboratories accredited in other European Union Member States, which, in the performance of noise measurements, comply with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 5 and Annex 1 of these Regulations.

[31 January 2006]
4.1 Acoustic noise measurements shall be performed with the measurement instruments that have been verified in conformity with the requirements specified in the regulatory enactments regarding the measurement instruments subject to the State metrological control.

[31 January 2006]
5. The values of acoustic noise indicators in premises shall be assessed on the basis of acoustic noise measurements that shall be performed in accordance with the standard LVS ISO 1996-1:2004, “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise — Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures”, and the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1, “Acoustics — Description and measurement of environmental noise — Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use”, as well as taking into account the requirements specified in Annex 1 of these Regulations. The predicted values of acoustic noise indicators in premises shall be assessed by calculations in conformity with the requirements specified in the Latvian construction standard LBN 016-03 "Construction Acoustics" and the standard LVS ISO 9613-2:2004, “Acoustics — Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors — Part 2: General method of calculation”.
5.1 If the sound power level of the noisiest equipment planned for commercial activities exceeds 80 dB(A), prior to the commencement of the commercial activities the acoustic noise in the premises and the effect thereof on the surrounding premises and buildings shall be predicted.

[30 November 2004]
6. The permissible acoustic noise standards in the residential premises and public buildings expressed in physical quantities that characterise the acoustic noise (hereinafter — noise indicators) are specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations. The local government shall be entitled to specify in its administrative territory stricter permissible standards for the residential premises and public buildings.

6.1 An acoustic noise prognosis shall be determined by the qualified experts of construction acoustics referred to in Paragraph 8 of the Latvian construction standard LBN 016-03 "Construction Acoustics" 

[30 November 2004]
7. The observance of the permissible acoustic noise standards created by the equipment for economic activities (including the ventilation, refrigeration equipment, compressors and lifts) and the means of transport in the residential premises and public buildings shall be controlled by the State Sanitary Inspection (in the premises of residential buildings — upon the request of the residents). The observance of the permissible acoustic noise standards related to the playing of recorded music and to the public order shall be controlled by the relevant local government institutions, to which the local government has delegated the referred to function.

(MK 31.01.2006. [31 January 2006]
8. Persons in whose possession or use are acoustic noise sources due to the operation of which the permissible standards for the residential premises and public buildings have been exceeded, shall be held liable for exceeding the permissible acoustic noise standards.

9. Provisions for anti-noise measures shall be made for and performed in the premises where the values of noise indicators that do not conform to the requirements specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations have been established or predicted, or the function for use of the relevant premises shall be altered in conformity with the values of the noise indicators.

9.1 The electro-acoustic system in the premises, in which commercial activities are performed by using electro-acoustic systems and which are adjacent to other residential premises and public buildings referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations or the territories referred to in the regulatory enactments regarding the procedure for the assessment of environmental noise, shall be equipped with sound barriers if it is impossible to ensure the observance of the permissible acoustic noise standards or the limit values of environmental noise by other means.

[30 November 2004; 31 January 2006]
10. The responsible persons referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations shall cover all expenses related to acoustic noise measurements and implementation of anti-noise measures if in their possession or use there are acoustic noise sources due to the operation of which the permissible acoustic noise standards have been exceeded, as well as, upon their request, shall provide the residents subject to the impact of acoustic noise with the information regarding the results of the measurements or calculations.

11. If the acoustic noise measurements are performed by an institution that is subordinate to a ministry, the price for the paid services shall be determined in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding price lists for paid services provided by the State administrative institutions. If the acoustic noise measurements are performed by an institution of the relevant local government, the price of the measurements shall be approved by the local government.

[17 January 2006]
12. Cabinet Regulation No. 214 of 22 May 2001, Regulations On Acoustic Noise Norms in Premises and the Territory of Residential and Public Buildings (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2001, No. 95) is repealed.

13. Paragraph 4 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2006.

Prime Minister 


I. Emsis

Minister for Health 


R. Muciņš

[31 January 2006]
Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 598

 13 July 2004

noteikumiem Nr.
Assessment of Noise Indicators in Residential Premises and Public Buildings
1. Noise indicators:

1.1. Lday — the daytime noise indicator, which characterises the discomfort caused during the day and is A‑the weighted long-term average sound level (dBA) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 "Acoustics — Description and measurement of environmental noise — Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use" and determined by taking into account all the days (as a part of the day and night period) in a year;

1.2. Levening — the evening noise indicator, which characterises the discomfort caused during the evening and is A‑the weighted long-term average sound level (dBA) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 "Acoustics — Description and measurement of environmental noise — Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use" and determined by taking into account all the evenings (as a part of the day and night period) in a year;

1.3. Lnight — the night-time noise indicator, which characterises sleep disturbances caused by noise and is A‑the weighted long-term average sound level (dBA) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 "Acoustics — Description and measurement of environmental noise — Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use" and determined by taking into account all the nights (as a part of the day and night period) in a year;

1.4. Lhour — the noise indicator of an hour, which characterises the discomfort caused in an hour and the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level of which is determined within 60 minutes (LAeq60). The noise indicator Lhour shall be applied:

1.4.1. if the noise source which determines the situation operates less than 20% of the day-, evening- or night-time over the course of a year;

1.4.2. the premises to be protected against the noise are used in conformity with the functions for use thereof for less than 20% of the day-, evening- or night-time over the course of a year; or

1.4.3. the average number of noise events (noise that lasts for less than five minutes, for example, the noise caused by a passing train or an aircraft passing overhead) per hour is insignificant (also less than one noise event per hour).

2. The assessment level LReqj,Tn (dB(A)) for each individual reference time interval shall be determined, using the following formula:
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	where


LAeqj,Tn — the measured or calculated equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level (dB(A)) during the day, evening and night respectively, as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996–1:2004 “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise – Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures”;
Kt — the noise tonality correction which is determined + 3 (dB(A)) if the tonality has been determined subjectively and +5 (dB(A)) if the tonality has been determined on the basis of a one-third octave analysis of the signal;

Ki – the correction of noise impulsiveness which is determined + 3 dBA if 15 dBA > LAFmax – LAeqT > 10 dBA, and +5 dBA, if LAFmax – LAeqT > 15 dBA. LAFmax is the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996–1:2004 “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise – Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures”; and
Ks — the correction of the acoustic situation, which is set at minus 3 dBA if measurements or calculations are being carried out in premises, which do not have the interior that conforms to the function for use thereof.

3. If the noise is not constant, the level of noise shall be measured during a time interval, which includes at least one full cycle of noise level fluctuations, but it may not be less than 15 minutes.

4. If the noise is constant, the duration of the measurements of the noise level may not be less than three minutes.

5. In assessing noise indicators, it shall be taken into account that the duration of the day is 12 hours, the evening — 4 hours, the night — 8 hours. The day shall be from 7.00 until 19.00, the evening — from 19.00 until 23.00, the night — from 23.00 until 7.00. A year shall be a year applicable to the emission of sound and having average meteorological circumstances.
Minister for Health 


R. Muciņš

Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 598

13 July 2004

noteikumiem Nr.598
Permissible Acoustic Noise Standards in Residential Premises and Public Buildings

	No.
	Function for use of the premises
	Permissible standards (1)(2)

	
	
	Lday
(dBA)
	Levening
(dBA)
	Lnight
(dBA)

	1.
	Study rooms and reading rooms
	35
	35
	35

	2.
	Out-patient medical treatment rooms
	40
	40
	40

	3.
	Living rooms and bed rooms
	35
	35
	30

	4.
	Patient wards in in-patient medical treatment and rehabilitation institutions
	35
	30
	30

	5.
	Rooms in hotels and guest houses (three-star (***) and higher categories), motel rooms (III and higher categories)
	35
	35
	30

	6.
	Rooms in hotels and guest houses (two-star (**) and lower categories), motel rooms (II and lower categories)
	40
	35
	35

	7.
	Sales rooms and waiting rooms
	55
	55
	55

	8.
	Rooms of restaurants, bars and cafes
	50
	50
	50

	9.
	Auditoriums and religious premises
	30
	30
	30

	10.
	Sports halls and swimming pools
	55
	55
	55

	11.
	Small (< 100 m3) office work rooms and rooms without office equipment
	40
	40
	40

	12.
	Large office work rooms and rooms with office equipment
	45
	45
	45

	13.
	Meeting rooms
	35
	35
	35


Notes.

(1) Permissible acoustic noise standards shall be provided under the normal mode of operation of the premises, that is, in premises with closed windows and doors (excluding the air ventilation ducts built in by the manufacturer), with mechanical ventilation and air conditioning, as well as the lighting switched on, not taking into account the functional (background) noise related to the use of the premises, for example, playing recorded music, conversations of employees and visitors.

(2) In the assessment of the acoustic situation and implementation of anti-noise measures, the permissible standard of the indicator Lhour shall be the permissible standard of the noise indicator Lday, Lnight or Levening during the corresponding part of the day.

Minister for Health 


R. Muciņš

[17 January 2006]
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