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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 684
Adopted 6 September 2005.

Regulations regarding the Procedures for Record Keeping of Trees and Round Timber, Round Timber Measurement Requirements and Accreditation Requirements for Organisations that Operate in the Field of the Measurement of Trees and Round Timber
Issued pursuant to

Section 5, Paragraph two, 

Section 6, Paragraph three and Section 10 of the

Law On the Record Keeping of Trees and

Round Timber 

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. the procedures for the record keeping of trees and round timber;

1.2. the documents that certify the record keeping of trees and round timber, transactions with trees and round timber, individual consumption of trees and round timber, as well as the procedures for the record keeping and storage of the referred to documents;

1.3. the Latvian national standard to be mandatorily applied for round timber measurement; and

1.4. the accreditation requirements for organisations that operate in the field of the measurement of trees and round timber and the minimum sum for which such organisations may enter into a civil legal liability insurance contract.

2. The State Revenue Service in co-operation with the State Forest Service in accordance with the competence thereof shall perform the supervision and control of the compliance with these Regulations.

3. In order to perform the record keeping of trees or round timber at temporary storage locations or permanent storage locations, natural and legal persons (hereinafter – person) shall keep a record keeping register (hereinafter – register).

4. A person shall be liable for the keeping of a register, as well as for the storage of the relevant documents in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding accounting and the archiving of the data and electronic documents recorded in information systems.

5. If a register is kept in electronic form, the information of the register shall be stored electronically and printouts shall be stitched in chronological order.

6. The information of a register shall be provided at the location of the register at the request of the State Revenue Service, but at temporary storage locations – also at the request of the State Forest Service.

II. Procedures for the Record keeping of Trees and Round Timber at a Temporary Storage Location and Documents Certifying Record Keeping, Transaction and Individual Consumption
7. In registering a transaction with trees, a person shall indicate the following information:

7.1. the series, number and date of a timber transport bill of lading-invoice; and

7.2. the amount of trees obtained in the transaction and the value thereof in lats.

8. After beginning the development of a felling area (areas) at each temporary storage location, a person who owns or legally possesses trees or the round timber obtained from such trees shall ensure the record keeping of the round timber, indicating the following information in a register:

8.1. the actual amount of the obtained round timber;

8.2. the amount of round timber removed from a temporary storage location and the series, number and date of the relevant timber transport bill of lading-invoice or the prerequisites of another corroborative document;

8.3. the amount of round timber utilised for individual consumption; and

8.4. the amount of round timber remaining at the location of unloading of round timber.

9. The admissible deviation between the amount of trees obtained (inventoried) in a transaction and the actual amount of round timber obtained in a feeling area (areas) shall be not more than 10 per cent.

10. The total amount of round timber shall be indicated in a register at the beginning and the end of each month (but not later than by the fifteenth day of the following calendar month). A person shall prepare a summary of the record keeping of round timber circulation by 20 January of the following year, indicating the sum of the amounts referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations according to the situation on 31 December, and submit such summary by January 31 to a regional office of the State Revenue Service in accordance with the legal address of a legal person or the declared place of residence of a natural person.

11. A person to whom the Law On Accounting applies shall keep the record keeping referred to in Paragraphs 7 and 8 of these Regulations in accordance with the procedures specified by the regulatory enactments regarding the keeping and organisation of accounting.

12. A natural person who does not perform economic activities shall keep the record keeping referred to in Paragraphs 7 and 8 of these Regulations, provide the information referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations, as well as draw up transaction documents in accordance with the requirements specified by the regulatory enactments regarding accounting.

13. If a person utilises round timber for individual consumption, such person shall draw up a corroborative document in free form wherein the amount of the utilised round timber shall be certified and ensure the storage as well as the accessibility of the referred to document to the State Revenue Service and State Forest Service upon the request thereof.

III. Procedures for the Record keeping of Round Timber at a Permanent Storage Location and Documents Certifying Record Keeping
14. Round timber shall be inventoried at a permanent storage location after the measurement thereof in accordance with Paragraph 22 of these Regulations. A measurement shall be the basis for determining the amount of a transaction with round timber.

15. The following shall be inventoried at a permanent storage location:

15.1. the amount of measured and inventoried round timber;

15.2. the amount of round timber stricken from the record keeping; and

15.3. the amount of unmeasured round timber (in accordance with Paragraph 19 of these Regulations).

16. Entries shall be made in a register within a period of eight working hours after the measurement of round timber. The total amount of round timber shall be indicated in the register at the beginning and end of each month. The register shall be closed by the fifteenth day of the following calendar month.
17. Measurement shall be certified by a document, wherein the following information shall be indicated:

17.1. the serial number of the document;

17.2. the date and location of the measurement;

17.3. the supplier and the recipient of the round timber;

17.4. the series and the number of the accompanying document of the cargo (a railway bill of lading, an international transport carriage bill of lading or a timber transport bill of lading-invoice);

17.5. the assortment of the round timber (names);

17.6. the species of the round timber;

17.7. the amount of the round timber of each name (in cubic metres);

17.8. the amount of the non-standard round timber (in cubic metres);

17.9. the total amount of the round timber (in cubic metres);

17.10. information regarding the natural person (given name, surname) or the legal person (name) who performed the measurement; and

17.11. other information that the keeper of the register regards as necessary.

18. Measurement documents shall be registered in chronological order electronically or in the form of a paper register.

19. If the measurement of round timber is not possible immediately after the entry thereof in a permanent storage location, the unmeasured cargo shall be registered, indicating the date, the series and the number of the accompanying document of the cargo (a railway bill of lading, an international transport carriage bill of lading or a timber transport bill of lading-invoice) and the amount of the dispatched (delivered) round timber and the prerequisites of the supplier.

20. If a transaction with round timber is performed and such timber is removed from a permanent storage location, a document certifying measurement shall be drawn up. If the measurement has been performed at the place of dispatch, a note shall be made in the document certifying measurement regarding the entering of the measured amount in the record keeping at the permanent warehouse of the consignee.

21. If a consignor or a consignee of round timber is located in a foreign state and does not perform measurement in accordance with Paragraph 22 of these Regulations, the document referred to in Paragraphs 17 and 20 of these Regulations shall be the grounds for the entering of the round timber in or the striking from the record keeping at the permanent storage location.

IV. Requirements for the Measurement of Round Timber and for Organisations that Operate in the Field of the Measurement of Trees and Round Timber 
22. Latvian national standard LVS 82:2003 “Apaļo kokmateriālu uzmērīšana” [Measurement of Round Timber] shall be applied in transactions with round timber in the determination of the size, volume and amount thereof and in the expression of results.

23. An organisation that operates in the field of the measurement of trees and round timber shall conform to the following requirements:

23.1. such organisation shall be accredited in the State Agency Latvian National Accreditation Bureau in accordance with Latvian national standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005 “General Requirements for the Competence of Testing and Calibration Laboratories”, and the Ministry of Economics has published a notification regarding such accreditation in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia]; and

23.2. such organisation has insured the civil legal liability thereof.

24. The minimum sum of a civil legal liability insurance contract for an organisation that operates in the field of the measurement of trees and round timber shall be 50 000 lats a year.

25. A measurement of the amount of trees or round timber performed by an accredited organisation that operates in the field of the measurement of trees and round timber shall be recognised as the most accurate.
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