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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 719

Adopted 8 September 2008
Procedures for the Provision of Emergency Assistance to a 
Child Who Has Suffered from Illegal Activities
Issued pursuant to

Section 51, Paragraph two of

the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which a child who is a victim of illegal activities – a criminal offence, exploitation, sexual abuse, violence or any other unlawful, cruel or demeaning act (hereinafter – violence) – is provided with emergency assistance from funds of the State budget so that the child might regain physical and mental health and integrate into society.

 

2. A child who has suffered from violence shall be provided the necessary health care services, including medical rehabilitation, pursuant to the regulatory enactments regarding the procedures for the organisation and financing of health care.

 

3. Social rehabilitation services shall be provided to a child who has suffered from violence at the place of residence, place of imprisonment, educational institution for social correction and childcare institution (hereinafter – institution) (not more than ten consultations of 45 minutes each) or in a social rehabilitation institution (a social rehabilitation course of up to 30 days or a complex social rehabilitation course of up to 60 days if criminal proceedings have been initiated in relation to a criminal offence).

 

4. If, according to the opinion of a psychologist or a social worker, it is necessary that a family member of the child or a person who takes care of the child stays at the social rehabilitation institution, the stay of such person in the respective institution shall be financed from the funds of the State budget.

 

5. If assistance has been provided at a medical treatment institution to a child to whom consequences of probable violence have been detected, the medical treatment institution shall without delay notify the police, the Orphan’s Court or the social service (worker) of the local government of the place of residence of the child. If criminal proceedings have been initiated in relation to a criminal offence, a performer of procedures shall inform the social service of the local government thereof.

 

6. If the Orphan’s Court has received information regarding a child who has suffered from the violence of strangers or parents, it shall without delay ensure that the child receives emergency assistance, inform the parents or guardians of the child regarding possibilities to receive social rehabilitation services and regarding the procedures for the provision of such services, as well as control the social rehabilitation process until the end thereof when the consequences of the trauma suffered from violence are eliminated for the child as much as possible.

 

7. If the Orphan’s Court has suspicions that a child has suffered from parental abuse, it shall send the child, after he or she has received the necessary treatment and medical rehabilitation, to a psychologist or a social worker who shall evaluate and determine whether the child needs social rehabilitation.

 

8. If there are suspicions that a child has suffered from violence at an institution, the head of the institution shall organise the provision of social rehabilitation services to the child in co-operation with the social service of the local government, in the territory of which the institution is situated.

 

9. A psychologist or a social worker shall, within 10 days, provide an opinion upon the request of the parent or guardian of the abused child, the head of the institution or the Orphan’s Court, specifying the following information:

9.1. whether the child has signs of psychological trauma;

9.2. the necessary social rehabilitation measures;

9.3. whether it is preferable to receive social rehabilitation at the place of residence (institution) or at a social rehabilitation institution; and

9.4. whether it is necessary that a family member of the child or a person who takes care of the child stays with the child at the social rehabilitation institution.

 

10. The social services of a local government shall ensure the provision of social rehabilitation services at the place of residence (institution) of a child or at a social rehabilitation institution on the basis of the following documents:

10.1. a submission of the parent or guardian of the child, the head of the institution or the Orphan’s Court regarding the necessity to grant social rehabilitation services to the child, specifying the type of violence, from which the child has suffered, and where it has taken place;

10.2. an opinion of a psychologist or a social worker;

10.3. an extract from the inpatient/outpatient medical treatment card (Form No. 027/u) regarding the treatment and medical rehabilitation received (if provided); and

10.4. a statement issued by a performer of procedures if criminal proceedings have been initiated in relation to a criminal offence.

 

11. The social service of a local government shall:

11.1. accept the documents referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations and register them in a special register;

11.2. within three working days after receipt of the documents referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations:

11.2.1. issue a referral to social rehabilitation to a child who has suffered from violence:

11.2.1.1. at the place of residence (institution) of a provider of services with whom the local government has entered into a respective contract. The service to be provided, the quality and extent thereof, the contract sum, the procedures for the provision of the service and payment, as well as the time for the provision of the service shall be indicated in the contract;

11.2.1.2. at a social rehabilitation institution for a social rehabilitation course, up to 30 days long; or

11.2.1.2. at a social rehabilitation institution for a complex social rehabilitation course, up to 60 days long;

11.3. control the implementation of the contract referred to in Sub-paragraph 11.2.1.1 of these Regulations and the conformity of the extent of the provided social service with the contract entered into, as well as send documents regarding payment for service to the Social Services Board;

11.4. according to the contract with the Social Services Board after completion of a social rehabilitation course ensured by the provider of services and acceptance of work, but not later than until the tenth of the subsequent month, submit to the Social Services Board a report on children who have received the social rehabilitation service at the place of residence (institution) and children who need the service;

11.5. if necessary, organise the conveyance of the child to the provider of social services;

11.6. inform residents of the local government regarding the possibilities to receive social rehabilitation services paid by the State for children who have suffered from violence, the conditions and procedures for receipt of services;

11.7. if criminal proceedings are initiated during the time when a child is undergoing up to 30 days long social rehabilitation course at a social rehabilitation institution, the social service of the local government in co-operation with the social rehabilitation institution shall evaluate the necessity of receipt of the service at a social rehabilitation institution which ensures a complex social rehabilitation course that is up to 60 days long and, if a positive decision is taken, shall without delay issue the referral referred to in Sub-paragraph 11.2.1.3 of these Regulations, as well as organise the conveyance of the child to the provider of services; and

11.8. provide the necessary support and assistance to a child who has suffered from violence and to the family of the child during and after social rehabilitation.

 

12. The Social Service Board shall:

12.1. select social rehabilitation institutions entitled to provide a social rehabilitation course that is up to 30 days long and social rehabilitation institutions entitled to provide a complex social rehabilitation course that is up to 60 days long, in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regarding public procurement (informing local governments thereof);

12.2. enter into contracts with social rehabilitation institutions regarding provision of social rehabilitation services, as well as pay for social rehabilitation services provided at the place of residence (institution) and a social rehabilitation institution to children who have suffered from violence. The service to be provided, the quality and extent thereof, the contract sum, the procedures for the provision of service and payment, the duties and liability of parties, the time for the provision of service shall be indicated in the contract;

12.3. enter into a contract with the local government regarding provision of social rehabilitation services. The service to be provided, the quality and extent thereof, the implementation and control of the contract, the procedures for the provision of service and payment, the duties and liability of parties, the time for the provision of service shall be indicated in the contract;

12.4. compile the information provided by the social services of local governments regarding the necessary social rehabilitation services for children who have suffered from violence;

12.5. according to the information provided by the social services of local governments, maintain a data base regarding provision of social rehabilitation services at the place of residence (institution) and a social rehabilitation institution to children who have suffered from violence; and

12.6. control the quality of the social rehabilitation service provided at the place of residence (institution) and a social rehabilitation institution.

 

13. Cabinet Regulation No. 208 of 8 June 1999, Procedures for Provision of Emergency Assistance to a Child who has Suffered from Illegal Activities (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1999, No. 191/192; 2003, No. 14; 2004, No. 12, 168) is repealed.

 

14. The complex social rehabilitation service of up to 60 days referred to in Paragraph 3, Sub-paragraphs 11.2.1.3 and 11.7 of these Regulations shall be provided from 1 October 2008.

 

 

Prime Minister 



I. Godmanis

 

Acting for the Minister for Welfare,

Minister for the Environment 


R. Vējonis
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