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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 729
Adopted 27 September 2005 

Regulations regarding Procedures for the Acquisition of Special Knowledge in the Field of Protection of the Rights of the Child and the Content of Such Knowledge
Issued pursuant to

Section 20, Paragraph one

of the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which specialists of the State and local government institutions who examine cases that are related to the protection of the rights of the child (hereinafter – specialist) acquire special knowledge in the field of protection of the rights of the child, and the content of such knowledge.

2. In order to acquire special knowledge in the field of protection of the rights of the child, a specialist shall acquire a training programme of 40 academic hours in length. The training programme shall cover the following topics:

2.1. the system for the protection of the rights of the child and regulatory enactments regarding the matters of protection of the rights of the child;

2.2. application of the international legislative acts in the protection of the rights of the child;

2.3. the rights and duties of parents and children;

2.4. violence against a child, the types and indications thereof, inter-institutional co-operation if violence has occurred; and

2.5. the basic principles of communication in correspondence with the features of the child’s age phase.

3. The training programme of prosecutors shall include the topics referred to in Sub-paragraphs 2.4 and 2.5 of these Regulations, and the length of the programme shall not exceed 20 academic hours.

4. Specialists (except judges and prosecutors) shall be trained and an institution registered in the Register of Educational Institutions shall issue certificates for the acquisition of a training programme.

5. A specialist shall acquire a training programme within a period of one year after he or she has taken up a position or has been hired.

6. A specialist shall improve his or her knowledge in the field of protection of the rights of the child every five years by acquiring a training programme the length of which is 24 academic hours.

7. The Minister for Children and Family Affairs shall approve models of the training programmes referred to in Paragraphs 2 and 6 of these Regulations. Educational institutions shall implement training programmes upon co-ordination with the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs that shall assess the conformity of such programmes to the model training programme.

8. The Minister for Children and Family Affairs shall approve the prosecutor training programme referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations upon co-ordination with the Prosecutor General.

9. If a specialist has acquired a topic covered by a training programme not earlier than five years ago, while acquiring a higher education or continuing education, he or she shall not need to reacquire the relevant topic of the training programme referred to in these Regulations.

10. A specialist who has taken up a position or has been hired prior to the coming into force of these Regulations shall acquire a training programme within a period of three years from the day these Regulations come into force.

Prime Minister 




A. Kalvītis

Minister for Children and Family Affairs 
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