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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 738

Adopted 24 August 2004

Requirements for Organic Breeding, Keeping, Slaughter and Transportation of Rabbits

Issued pursuant to

Section 14, Paragraph one, Clause 3

of the Law On the Structure of the Cabinet

1. These Regulations prescribe the requirements for organic breeding, keeping, slaughter and transportation of rabbits.

2. In organic agriculture, rabbits are bred in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding requirements for welfare of agricultural animals, as well as taking into account the Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 of 24 June 1991 on organic production of agricultural products and indications referring thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs and the amendments thereof (hereinafter – Regulation No. 2092/91). 

3. A farm shall be changed into an organic farm in accordance with the Regulation No. 2092/91, Annex I, Part A, taking into account the specified transition periods in order to ensure the conformity of the plants and plant products utilised in the feeding of rabbits, as well as the relevant land area (where the referred to plants are grown) to the requirements of organic production.
4. If rabbits are bred in accordance with the requirements referred to in the Regulation No. 2092/91 and in these Regulations, the following shall be considered as organic products:

4.1. young rabbits born in an organic farm; and

4.2. rabbits, which have lived in an organic farm for at least six months.

5. If the entire farm is changed into an organic farm at once, a total transition period of 24 months shall be determined. The transition period shall be applied to both rabbits in the farm and the progeny thereof, as well as to the land on a condition that the rabbits are fed only the foodstuffs acquired from the relevant farm.

6. Other animals of different species that are not bred in accordance with the requirements of organic production may also be kept in a farm, but only in such case if they are kept in buildings and on plots separated from the buildings and plots in which rabbits are bred in accordance with these Regulations. The part of the farm in which rabbits are bred organically shall comply with the requirements specified in Article 6 and Annex I to the Regulation No. 2092/91.

7. If a rabbit herd is being formed for the first time or it is being restored and organically bred rabbits are not available, an inspection body (an inspection body approved by the Food and Veterinary Service, which has been accredited in the field of organic agriculture in accordance with the standard EN 45011) may bring into the farm:

7.1. bunnies after weaning; and

7.2. breeding material.

8. An inspection body may allow, in the course of a year, to bring from the regular livestock farms into the organic farm up to 20 per cent of non-pregnant does and 20 per cent of male rabbits from the total number of rabbits for herd improvement or restoration, if organically bred rabbits are not available.

9. The percentage referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations may be increased up to 40 per cent upon permission of an inspection body if:

9.1. the farm is being significantly enlarged;

9.2. the breed of rabbits is changed;

9.3. specialisation in a new sector of livestock breeding is taking place; and

9.4. utilisation of the breeds in agriculture is endangered.

10. Not more than four litters per year are allowed for a doe.

11. Bunnies shall be weaned from mothers not earlier than:

11.1. at the age of 45 days – broiler rabbits and their crossbreeds; and

11.2. at the age of 60 days – rabbits of other breeds.

12. An inspection body may allow restoring of a herd or to form it anew on account of a high rate of mortality, state of health or conditions caused by disasters.

13. Foodstuff shall comply with all the requirements specified for the rabbit nutrition at the different stages of development. Forced feeding is prohibited.

14. Rabbits shall be fed organically grown foodstuff produced in the same farm or, if it is not possible, the foodstuff produced in other farms which conforms to the requirements specified by the Regulation No 2092/91.

15. A food ration may contain up to 30 per cent of foodstuff acquired during a transition period. If the foodstuff acquired during the transition period is from the same farm, this proportion may be increased up to 70 per cent. 

16. The composition of chaff of a daily food ration for rabbits shall include at least 60 per cent of roughage (hay, straw, branch fodder), as well as fresh or dried animal feed (grass, root crops and leaves thereof, hay, haylage or silage). 

17. An inspection body may permit to include in the feeding of rabbits up to 10 per cent of ordinary animal feed, calculated from the chaff of the foodstuff per year if organically grown animal feed is not available in the necessary amounts.

18. An inspection body in agreement with the Food and Veterinary Service may permit to utilise ordinary feed for feeding of rabbits for a limited period of time and in a specially designated territory, exceeding the percentage specified, if there are losses of animal feed harvest due to consequences of exceptional meteorological conditions.

19. Only the products referred to in Annex II, Part D, Sub-paragraphs 1.5 and 3.1 of the Regulation No. 2092/91 are permitted to utilise as feed supplements and processing aids.

20. Regular feed materials of agricultural origins are allowed to utilise for feeding of rabbits only in such case if they are referred to in Annex II, Part C Paragraph 1 of the Regulation No. 2092/91 and they are grown or prepared without the utilisation of chemical substances.

21. Feed materials of animal origin (normal or organically produced) shall be allowed to utilise only in such case if they are referred to in Annex II, Part C, Paragraph 2 of the Regulation No 2092/91 and if they comply with the restrictions specified in that Annex. 

22. Only the products indicated in Annex II, Part C, Paragraph 3 (feed materials of mineral origin) and Part D, Sub-paragraph 1.1 (microelements) and Sub-paragraph 1.2 (vitamins, pro-vitamins and chemically determined substances with similar effect) of the Regulation No. 2092/91 are allowed to utilise for feeding of rabbits.  

23. Only the products referred to in Annex II, Part D, Sub-paragraph 1.3 (enzymes), Sub-paragraph 1.4 (micro-organisms), Sub-paragraph 1.5 (preservation agents), Sub-paragraph 1.6 (binding, anti-caking and coagulating agents), Sub-paragraph 1.7 (antioxidants), Sub-paragraph (silage additives), Paragraph 2 (some products used for animal feeding) and Paragraph 3 (ancillary substances of feed processing) of the Regulation No. 2092/91 Antibiotics, coccidiostats, medicinal products, growth stimulants or any other substances intended for promoting growth or production shall not be used for feeding of rabbits.

24. It is prohibited to feed rabbits with feedingstuff, feed materials, compound feedingstuff, feed supplements, ancillary substances of feed processing and products produced by utilising genetically modified organisms or products derived from them.

25. If a rabbit becomes sick or injured, it shall be treated immediately, if necessary, isolating or placing it in appropriate premises.

26. When using veterinary medicinal products, the conditions referred to in Annex 1, Part B, Sub-paragraphs 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7 and 5.8 of the Regulation No. 2092/91 shall be observed.

27. Only a practising veterinarian shall vaccinate rabbits against myxomatosis and haemorrhage septicaemia.

28. It is allowed to breed organically bred rabbits by using also in vitro fertilisation, however, other methods of in vitro fertilisation (for example, embryo transplantation) are prohibited.

29. If rabbits are bred in groups, the size of a group shall depend on the development stage of the animals and peculiarities of behaviour of the relevant breed, however, not more than 25 animals are permitted to keep in a single cage.  It is prohibited to keep rabbits in such conditions or to utilise such foodstuff or feeding thereof, which may promote anaemia.

30. The minimum age for slaughter of organically bred rabbits shall be 120 days.

31. Rabbits shall be transported, as well as loaded very carefully. Any use of allopathic sedatives is prohibited prior to or during the transportation of rabbits.

32. Stress shall be reduced to a minimum for rabbits prior to and during slaughter.

33. A rabbit breeder shall ensure recording of rabbits for an inspection body to be able to identify them:

33.1. breeding rabbits – in all stages of raising thereof; and

33.2. other rabbits – in the stage of preparation, transportation and placing on the market.

34. Rabbit keeping conditions shall not restrict animal movement and cause discomfort and suffering. The animals shall be ensured with a possibility to stand up, lie down, rest, access food and water freely.

35. It is allowed to keep rabbits in enclosures, pens and cages if the space thereof conforms to the needs of rabbits. Young rabbits shall be kept in enclosures or pens.

36. Rabbits may be kept outdoors – in enclosures or movable fencing if weather conditions are suitable for keeping rabbits outdoors.

37. Sheds, where rabbits may find shelter from the sun, rain and wind, shall be constructed in outdoor enclosures. In outdoor enclosures, rabbits shall be provided with pasturage, green forage or other lush feed (silage, edible roots), as well as drinking water.

38. The light shall be ensured in rabbit housing at least 10 hours a day.

39. Keeping rabbits on wire floors only is not allowed in rabbit housing. At least one third of the cage floor in shall be covered with a hard covering and litter.

40. The minimum floor area per animal in the housing shall be as follows:

40.1. for breeding animals – 0.5 m2;

40.2. for does with bunnies – 0.6 m2; and  
40.3. for young rabbits and fattening rabbits, kept in groups – 0.3 m2.

41. The optimal height of a cage for a certain breed of rabbits shall be as follows:

41.1. for small breeds – not less than 0.50 m; and

41.2. for medium and large breeds - not less than 0.70 m.

42. Every four months the rabbit enclosures, cages and sheds shall be cleaned completely, disinfected and emptied from animals for a period of one month.  It is allowed to utilise blowlamps or gas flame, as well as products referred to in Annex II, Part E of the Regulation No. 2092/91 for cleaning and disinfecting of cages and sheds.

43. Paragraphs 40 and 41 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2006.

Acting for the Prime Minister,
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A. Šlesers
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R. Vējonis
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