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Procedures for the Performance of Measures Necessary to Ensure the Security of Civil Aviation

Issued pursuant to

Section 57, Paragraph one of

the Law On Aviation

I. General Provision

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the performance of measures necessary to ensure the security of civil aviation (hereinafter – aviation security).

II. General Duties of Institutions Responsible for the Security of Civil Aviation
2. The State Agency Civil Aviācijas Aģentūra (hereinafter – Civil Aviation Agency) shall be the institution responsible for the co-ordination and supervision of the implementation of the civil aviation security programme in the Republic of Latvia.

3. The Civil Aviation Agency has the following duties:

3.1. to develop and implement aviation security measures, taking into account the type of control of aviation security used in international civil aviation practice and development of technologies, as well as national and international legal norms;

3.2. to develop and implement a programme for the quality control of national civil aviation security;

3.3. to develop and implement a national civil aviation security-training programme and to control the implementation thereof;

3.4. to secure the Airport, to approve programmes developed by air operators registered in the Republic of Latvia and other merchants concerned in the security of civil aviation in the field of civil aviation security (hereinafter – aviation security programmes);

3.5. to approve civil aviation security training programmes developed by airports and aircraft operators;

3.6. to certify services and staff that are responsible for the implementation of aviation security measures in the territory of airports and other merchants related to aviation security;

3.7. to co-ordinate aviation security measures prior to the commencement of the building or reconstruction of airports, as well as projects for the installation of airport equipment and systems provided for the security of civil aviation;

3.8. according to a risk situation, to announce additional aviation security measures for individual or all flights if information regarding possible threats to civil aviation has been received;

3.9. to inform airports, aircraft operators and merchants related to the maintenance of civil aviation security regarding the changes in the field of aviation security measures in due time; and

3.10. to perform regular inspections of the compliance of aviation security measures performed by airports, aircraft operators and other merchants involved in the maintenance of civil aviation security with the National Civil Aviation Security Programme.

4. An airport has the following duties:

4.1. to develop an airport aviation security programme and to ensure the implementation of the measures provided therein;

4.2. to appoint an employee for the co-ordination and management of aviation security measures in the airport;

4.3. to establish an aviation security commission  for the airport;

4.4. after co-ordination with the Operational Headquarters of the Ministry of the Interior, to ensure resources and technical means in order to implement an action plan for the prevention of an emergency situation;

4.5. to ensure the security inspection of all departing passengers and their luggage;

4.6. to determine the boundaries of the territory of airport, dividing such territory into a controlled area (where only the presence of persons and vehicles to be identified according to permits issued by the airport is allowed) and an uncontrolled area (where such identification does not take place); and

4.7. to prevent the leaving of vehicles (also commercial transport) without supervision in the controlled territory of the airport, near buildings and other important objects thereof.

5. Air operators have the following duties:

5.1. to appoint an employee to be responsible for the co-ordination and management of aviation security measures;

5.2. to develop an air operator aviation security programme and to ensure the implementation of measures provided therein;

5.3. to ensure the financing for the implementation of aviation security measures in their full amount;

5.4. to perform all the necessary and possible aviation security measures, implementing passenger and luggage carriage, as well as accepting cargo, mail, express parcels or courier mail material in the main airport or at the terminal destination of the flight for carriage; and

5.5. to inform the passengers regarding the aviation security requirements and to request the fulfilment thereof.

6. A State commercial company for the utilisation of air space and organisation of air traffic has the following duties:

6.1. to ensure the protection of air navigation devices;

6.2. to ensure the permanent operation and the supervision of the stationary aviation telecommunications network;

6.3. to co-operate with airport services and other institutions in order to react upon threats and illegal interference in the operation of civil aviation;

6.4. to report to foreign institutions referred to in the address list of the stationary aviation telecommunications network regarding the illegal taking of aircraft or other threats to civil aviation; and

6.5. to develop a State commercial company aviation security programme and to ensure the implementation thereof.

7. State commercial companies, the activities of which are related to the presence in the controlled area of the airport, shall fulfil the requirements of the airport aviation security programme and co-operate, by implementing aviation security measures.

8. The Security Police have the following duties:

8.1. in accordance with its competence, to examine and evaluate the information regarding threats to the security of civil aviation;

8.2. to inform the relevant civil aviation institutions regarding the necessity to introduce additional aviation security measures;

8.3. to manage special measures in cases where hostages or aircraft are taken, as well as in cases of  bomb threats and detection of  detonators;

8.4. to perform the exchange of information with the competent institutions of the other involved states regarding threats to civil aviation or illegal interference in the activities thereof; and

8.5. to implement measures in order to prevent the illegal interference in the operation of civil aviation or threats thereof, as well as to prevent the consequences thereof.

9. The State Police have the following duties:

9.1. to maintain public order in the uncontrolled area of airports and vicinity of airports and also to examine the compliance with vehicle movement and standing provisions specified in the relevant territories;

9.2. in accordance with  the competence thereof, to examine and evaluate the information regarding threats to the security of civil aviation;

9.3. to co-operate with the aviation security service of the airport in the performance of security control;

9.4. to clarify conditions and detain persons who try to bring weapons, dangerous objects or substances into the aircraft or controlled area of the airport; and

9.5. to patrol in the uncontrolled area of airports, but, upon actual threats, also in the controlled area of airports.

10. The State Border Guard has the following duties in the State border crossing point in the airport:

10.1. to escort persons who are being deported under compulsion from the Republic of Latvia to the aircraft; and

10.2. to perform tasks in order to prevent the illegal interference in the operation of civil aviation.

11. Customs boards of territorial offices of the State Revenue Service and regional institution of Riga customs of the State Revenue Service have the following duties:

11.1. to co-operate with the aviation security service of the airport in order to detect dangerous or prohibited objects in the luggage of passengers, as well as in cargo and mail;

11.2. to control weapon export permits prior to acceptance of weapons for carriage with air transport; and

11.3. to inform State law enforcement institutions regarding the detection of objects dangerous for carriage.

12. Postal institutions shall ensure the performance of mail security control prior to the transfer of mail for carriage by air transport.

13. Cargo agents, maintenance merchants, as well as merchants who supply food supplies or inventory necessary for the flight to the aircraft operator, shall perform the necessary and possible safety measures, as well as ensure that unsanctioned access to goods transported in the controlled area of airports is not possible after the performed security inspections.

III. Response to Threats and Illegal Interference in Operation of Civil Aviation
14. The Ministry of the Interior shall be responsible for the development of plan for action in the situation where threats are received or illegal interference in the operation of civil aviation has taken place, which is not related to the interception, forced landing of aircraft or performance of combat activities against such aircraft in the territory of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – action plan). The Ministry of Transport, the Civil Aviation Agency, State commercial company for utilisation of air space and organisation of air traffic, airports and, where necessary, also other institutions shall be involved in the development of the action plan.

15. Operation headquarters shall manage the implementation of the action plan. The Ministry of the Interior shall approve the structure and composition of the operational headquarters.

16. The Security Police, the State Police and territorial structural unit of the State Border Guard, in the operational area of which airport, aviation security service of airport, administration of the airport and the State commercial company for the utilisation of air space and organisation of air traffic is located, shall be involved in the implementation of the action plan.

17. The State Fire-Fighting and Rescue Service and the Operational Medical Centre shall participate in measures that are related to the prevention of the illegal interference in the operation of civil aviation and the liquidation of consequences, as well as provide aid to victims.
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