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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 760

Adopted 23 December 2003

Hunting Regulations
Issued pursuant to

Section 3, Paragraphs two and three,

Section 5, Paragraph two, Sections 8 and 9,

Section 13, Paragraph two, Sections 17 and 26

of the Hunting Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. game animal species, time periods for the hunting thereof, as well as cases where hunting outside the hunting time periods is possible;

1.2. procedures for an application to hunt;

1.3. procedures for documentation of the hunting process and the content of a hunting district plan;

1.4. duties and rights of a head of the hunt;

1.5. procedures for the use of a hunting firearm and hunting ammunition, as well as hunting safety requirements;

1.6. the use of pure bred hunting dogs in hunting; and

1.7. procedures to be taken in respect of game animals the cause of death of which is not hunting, capture or keeping in captivity.

2. Hunting in specially protected nature territories shall be prescribed by these Regulations, general regulations for the protection and use of the specially protected nature territories, individual regulations for the protection and utilisation of the relevant territories and other regulatory enactments governing hunting.

II. Game Animals and Time Periods for the Hunting Thereof

3. Game animals, except for farmed game, may be hunted in the following time periods:

3.1. limited game animals:

3.1.1. elk (Alces alces) – from 1 September to 15 December;

3.1.2. red deer (Cervus elaphus) – bucks from 1 September to 31 January, calves (age up to one year) and does from 15 August to 31 December;

3.1.3. roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) – bucks from 1 June to 30 November, kids (age up to one year) and does from 15 August to 30 November;

3.1.4. wild boar (Sus scrofa) – from 1 May to 31 January;

3.1.5. beavers (Castor fiber) – from 1 August to 31 March;

3.1.6. lynx (Lynx lynx) – from 1 December until the utilisation of the maximum permissible hunting amount in hunting areas determined by the State Forest Service (hereinafter — hunting amount), but not longer than 31 March;

3.1.7. capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) – only cocks from 10 April to 10 May; 
3.1.8. black grouse (Tetrao tetrix) – from 1 September to 31 October; and

3.1.9. wolves (Canis lupus) – from 15 July until the utilisation of the hunting amount specified by the State Forest Service, but not longer than 31 March;

3.2. unlimited game animals:

3.2.1. black grouse x wood grouse (Tetrao tetrix x Tetrao urogallus) – from 10 April to 10 May and from 1 September to 31 October if the hunter has a hunting permit for wood grouse or black grouse;

3.2.2. European hares (Lepus europaeus) and mountain hares (Lepus timidus) – from 1 October to 31 January;

3.2.3. pine martens (Martes martes), stone martens (Martes foina), polecats (Mustela putorius) and muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) – from 1 October to 31 March;

3.2.4. badgers (Meles meles) – from 1 October to 31 December;

3.2.5. foxes (Vulpes vulpes), American minks (Mustela vison) and raccoon dogs (Nyctereutes procyonoides) – all year long;

3.2.6. hazel grouse (Bonasia bonasia) – from 1 September to 31 January;

3.2.7. pheasants (Phasianus colchicus) – from 1 August to 31 March;

3.2.8. wood pigeons (Columba palumbus) – from 1 August to 15 November;

3.2.9. feral pigeons (Columba livia) – from 1 August to 31 December;

3.2.10. woodcocks (Scolopax rusticola) – from 1 August to 15 November;

3.2.11. hooded crows (Corvus corone??) and magpies (Pica pica) – from 15 June to 30 April;

3.2.12. bean geese (Anser fabalis), white-fronted geese (Anser albifrons), and Canada geese (Branta canadensis) – from 15 September to 15 November;

3.2.13. coots (Fulica atra), teals (Anas crecca), gadwalls (Anas strepera), shovelers (Anas clypeata), mallards (Anas platyrhynchos), garganeys (Anas querquedula), wigeons (Anas penelope), pintails (Anas acuta), pochards (Aythya ferina), tufted ducks (Aythya fuligula), scaups (Aythya marila), velvet scoters (Melanitta fusca), common scoters (Melanitta nigra), long-tailed ducks (Clangula hyemalis), golden-eyes (Bucephala clangula) – from the second Saturday in August 1600 hours to 15 September – on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday but from 16 September to 15 November – every day; and

3.2.14. stray dogs and cats – all year long without consent of the owners.

[23 March 2004]
3.1 Hunting of capercaillie and black grouse is permitted in accordance with the protection plans of these species.

[23 March 2004]
4. If in separate hunting areas an epizootic has been established in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regarding the prevention and combating of animal infectious diseases, the State Forest Service, upon a proposal by the Food and Veterinary Service, shall specify other hunting time periods and methods, prohibit the hunting of game animals of individual species in the State or any part thereof.

5. Hunting with beaters or by disturbance (hereinafter – battue) is permitted during the daytime from 1 October to 31 March. Each time upon receipt of a permit from the State Forest Service, battue shall also be permitted in the following cases:

5.1. for the combating of animal diseases and epizootics – all year round; and

5.2. in wolf hunting – from 15 July to 30 September.

6. Hunting of animals in excess of the hunting amount set by the State Forest Service, as well as hunting outside the specified time period, is permitted in places of damage caused by game animals where protective measures against potential damage have been taken and a report in a form specified by the State Forest Service has been drawn up.

[23 March 2004]
III. Hunting Application Procedures

7. A hunt shall be applied for orally or in writing at the State Forest Office of the State Regional Forest Office of the State Forest Service in the supervised territory of which the hunt shall be organised.

8. The user of the hunting rights or his or her authorised person shall apply for a hunt for limited game animals. A hunt for unlimited game animals shall be applied for by a hunter in his or her own hunting district, as well as in any other hunting district by written permission of the relevant user of the hunting rights or his or her authorised person.

9. In applying for a hunt, the hunting district, time (date, month, year), type (battue, individual hunting or trapping) and the given name and surname of the hunting applicant shall be specified, but, if the hunt is to take place in a location damaged by game animals, the specific place or name of the holding shall also be specified.

10. A forester or his or her authorised person shall ensure the acceptance and registration of submissions for hunting in an appropriate journal.

11. A hunt shall be applied for a period up to seven days from the moment of application to hunt.

12. In an individual hunt for limited game animals, not more than three hunters are permitted to hunt with one hunting permit.

13. A forester or his or her authorised person is entitled to refuse a hunt if:

13.1. an epizootic has been established in the hunting district or any part thereof and the hunting of game animals of the relevant species has been prohibited in this place;

13.2. the hunting submission is in conflict with regulatory enactments governing hunting; or 

13.3. a public event, which has been co-ordinated with the user of the hunting rights or tactical training of Ministry of Defence units, is planned in the hunting district or any part thereof.

14. If a forester or his or her authorised person refuses a hunt in accordance with Paragraph 13 of these Regulations, the hunting applicant shall be notified thereof within a 24-hour period after receipt of the hunting submission.

15. The filming and taking photographs of red deer, wood grouse and black grouse at the places of and during the mating of these animals, as well as in the proximity of their young is permitted subsequent to written co-ordination with the user of the hunting rights and the State Forest Service, but in specially protected nature territories — also with the administration of the protected territory (if such has been established).

[23 March 2004]
IV. Procedures for Documenting the Hunting Process and Content of the Hunting District Plan

16. The process of hunting for limited game animals, as well as battue of unlimited game animals shall be documented in a hunting account.

17. A hunting account is a document, which registers all participants of the hunt and the animals hunted thereby. The hunting account shall specify the start time of the hunt (the moment when the hunters have arrived in their hunting territory and signed in the hunting account regarding compliance with these Regulations) and the end time of the hunt, as well as any breaks in the hunting called by the head of the hunt.

18. During a hunt the hunter’s certificate, the hunting firearms permit and the hunter’s seasonal card shall be with the hunter.

19. If the State Forest Service has issued a written seasonal permit, traps may be used for hunting beavers, pine martens, stone martens, American minks, polecats, muskrats, foxes, racoon dogs, badgers, stray dogs and cats, hooded crows and magpies. Other game animals may be hunted with traps only by receiving each time a permit from the State Forest Service.

20. The State Forest Service shall issue the following documents:

20.1. a hunting permit intended for a foreign hunter in the Republic of Latvia, a hunter’s seasonal card, a hunting permit, a seasonal permit to hunt with traps, as well as the procedures for the issue of these documents; and

20.2. a hunting account and the appropriate reports.

21. A hunting district plan shall be a document prepared by a user of hunting rights and submitted to the State Forest Service. The hunting district plan shall contain the following information:

21.1. a plan of boundaries with marked hunting areas in respect of which hunting rights agreements have been entered into;

21.2. classification of areas according to the types of use of the land; and

21.3. copies of documents certifying hunting rights.

[23 March 2004]
22. If a hunting district is located within the territory of several territorial divisions of the State Forest Service, the State Forest Service shall determine the responsible territorial division for the supervision and control of hunting resources in the hunting district.

23. A hunting district shall be considered to be a continuous hunting area if the hunting areas of one user of the hunting rights are located not further than 100 metres one from another.

[23 March 2004]
24. A hunting district shall be considered to be a continuous hunting area also if infrastructure objects split it.

V. Duties and Rights of the Head of the Hunt

25. A head of the hunt in a battue may be a person who has passed an aptitude test in the State Forest Service and has received a head of the hunt’s certificate. The head of the hunt shall keep the hunting permit and hunting account. It is prohibited to organise a battue without a head of the hunt.
[23 March 2004]
26. If during a hunt the game animal is waited for, approached, lured or limited game animals is hunted with a pure bred hunting dog (hereinafter — individual hunt), the head of the hunt shall be deemed to be the person who carries the hunting account and hunting permit. The master of an individual hunt shall not require a head of the hunt’s certificate.

27. The head of the hunt has the right to determine the ownership of any game and hunting trophies.

28. Duties of the head of the hunt shall be the following:

28.1. to be responsible for the organisation, course and procedures of a hunt;

28.2. to specify the start time, end time of the hunt and hunting breaks;

28.3. to specify the type of ammunition for shooting game animals;

28.4.  to check the hunting documents and hunting weapons of participants in the hunt prior to it;

28.5. if a violation has been committed, to stop the hunt or prohibit the continuation thereof for individual hunters;

28.6. to stop or prohibit hunting under poor visibility conditions and during a storm;

28.7. prior to the hunt to instruct the hunting participants concerning hunting safety requirements, to inform regarding hunting procedures, the calling of emergency services as well as possibilities to provide first aid;

28.8. to receive and fill in hunting documentation (at the place where limited game animals has been hunted or injured, the head of the hunt shall fill in the hunting permit and at the end of the hunting day fill in the hunting account, specifying the number of killed game animals);

28.9. if a wolf or a lynx has been hunted, to draw up a report and to notify the State Forest Service thereof within the next working day;

28.10. to ascertain the results of all fired shots and organise the tracking of any injured animals. If an injured animal has left the registered hunting district, the head of the hunt shall inform the user of the hunting rights into whose hunting territory the injured animal has entered. If it is not possible to contact the relevant user of the hunting rights, the injured animal shall be tracked, under accompaniment by an official of the State Forest Service;
28.11. to notify the State Forest Service of pure bred hunting dogs, which have strayed in during a hunt;

28.12. after a hunt to organise the pre-treatment of game and, if necessary, prepare a meat sample for veterinary inspection;

28.13. to determine and ensure procedural order at pre-treatment places for game;

28.14. to draw up a report regarding any accidents and violations of regulatory enactments regulating hunting and to submit such to the State Forest Service within the next working day;

28.15. within a month after the hunt to submit the filled in hunting permit, as well as an account regarding the battue of unlimited game animals and the hunting of limited game animals to the State Forest Service;

28.16. to provide bandages necessary for the provision of first aid;

28.17. if an accident has occurred during a hunt:

28.17.1. to immediately stop the hunt;

28.17.2. to organise the provision of first aid at the site of the accident and, if necessary, to call for emergency medical assistance or organise the conveyance of the injured person to a medical treatment institution. The State Police and the State Forest Service shall be notified of the accident without delay;

28.17.3. to ensure the delimitation of the place of the accident, as well as the preservation of any tracks and evidence. To draw up a scheme for the place of the accident (the scheme shall specify the positions of all hunters in the line of hunters, the distances between them, the direction of the rounding-up and other information characterising the accident) and to formalise the report according to a sample specified by the State Forest Service;

28.17.4. to request a written explanation from witnesses to the accident; and

28.17.5. the health condition of the injured person permitting, to interrogate him or her and to record the testimony of the injured person (the testimony shall be certified by the signatures of two witnesses).

29. If the head of the hunt fails to fulfil the duties prescribed in Paragraph 28 of these Regulations, the chief forester in whose supervised territory the hunt has taken place shall cancel the certificate of the head of the hunt.

VI. Procedures for the Use of Hunting Firearms and Hunting Ammunition and Safety Requirements on a Hunt

30. It is prohibited to be present in hunting areas with a weapon (except for water bird hunting in public bodies of water) or traps prepared for use if a hunt has not been applied for.

31. A hunter shall operate with a hunting firearm under any circumstances as if it were loaded.

32. If it is not possible to deliver a hunting firearm to the place of its storage, it shall be temporarily stored in a place, which meets the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the circulation of weapons.

33. It is prohibited to use a hunting firearm with technical faults.

34. Before and after a hunt, the hunting firearm shall be unloaded (the cartridge shall not be in the cartridge chamber or the magazine attached thereto), disassembled (if provided for by the construction) and packed. During a hunt in the territory of a registered hunting district, a hunting firearm shall be unloaded when being carried or transported. 

35. When loading or unloading a hunting firearm, its barrel shall be turned up or down. After the loading of the hunting firearm, it shall be secured with a safety catch.

36. It is prohibited to use cartridges with caps, which are not fully pressed into the cap chamber of the cartridge case.

37. In loading a hunting firearm, the hunter shall ascertain that the bore is free.

38. If, upon shooting, the cartridge does not explode, the hunting firearm may be opened not sooner than after eight seconds.

39. It is prohibited to shoot from several barrels at once.

40. It is prohibited to hold two fingers on both triggers of the hunting firearm at once.

41. It is prohibited to shoot at an unclearly visible target (for example, in the dark, against the sun, at an animal concealed by branches of trees or bushes, or by grass).

42. When mounting a hunting tower and dismounting therefrom, as well as before overcoming an obstacle (for example, a ditch, a fence, a brook) the hunting firearm shall be unloaded.

43. Before a shot, the hunter shall ascertain whether in the direction of firing there are no people, domestic animals, means of transport, buildings or roads along which people and means of transport move. These conditions shall also be observed when aiming with an unloaded weapon.

44. It is prohibited to hand over a loaded hunting firearm to another person.

45. A hunting weapon may only be used for firing.

46. It is prohibited to damage elements of the forest and hunting infrastructure (for example, hunting towers, feeding racks, plank-ways, and bridges), as well as to interfere with the hunting process.

47. Hunting is prohibited under poor visibility conditions and during a storm.

48. Hunting during the dark time of the day and night is permitted only from a platform (the standing or sitting platform of a hunter shall be located at least 2.5 m above the ground). Hunting with hunting firearms is not permitted if the natural lighting does not ensure discrimination of the target, except for fox and raccoon dog hunting, as well as hunting at places of damage by wild boars, red deer does and calves,  using artificial sources of light.

49. The person who leads beaters shall oversee the disposition of the line of hunters. Beaters are prohibited from participating in the rounding up with loaded hunting firearms and shooting at game animals, except for cases when one or two hunters are tracking down a shot animal, as well as in wolf, lynx and wild boar hunts when the beater is only one hunter with dogs. In such a case the beater shall manage the rounding up and the disposition of the line of hunters.
50. An elk or a red deer are permitted to be shot only with a bullet (hunting).

51. In a battue during round-up beaters shall wear clothing that clearly stands out against the surrounding background.

52. After a shot, a fallen elk, red deer, wild boar or roe deer shall be approached with a loaded weapon, nearing the animal from behind.

53. It is prohibited to create a line of hunters on 1st and 2nd category State motor roads.

54. During the rounding up of the game, a hunter or a beater is prohibited from moving onto a clearance or road or onto the other side thereof if the line of hunters is located there, as well as from wilfully changing or leaving his or her location, without waiting for the end signal of the rounding up.

55. Each hunter, while standing at his or her designated place, must know the direction of the disposition of the line of hunters and the location of the adjacent hunters.

56. It is permitted to fire only within the sector that does not exceed 70o to both sides from the perpendicular line against the line of hunters inside or outside the round-up. It is prohibited to shoot along the line of hunters (that is the charge or any part thereof may not fly closer than 15 m from a hunter).

57. In hunting with beaters, firing at game animals is permitted inside the round-up or if the game animals has crossed the line of hunters outside the round-up. Firing inside the round-up shall be stopped if beaters are closer than 200 m from the line of hunters.

58. A smoothbore hunting firearm may be used to shoot game animals, which is closer than 50 m from the shooter.

59. It is permitted to fire at game animals at a distance, which is half the distance between adjacent hunters, without exceeding the maximum shooting distance.

60. It is permitted to shoot at game animals in the firing sector of an adjacent hunter only if the adjacent hunter has fired all of the cartridges in the hunting firearm.

61. It is prohibited to load a hunting firearm before the specified start time of the hunt.

62. In a battue, a hunting firearm may be loaded only upon the taking of one’s place in the specified stand and only after all of the hunting participants have passed by. When chasing game animals, a hunter is permitted to move with a loaded hunting firearm if no other hunting participants are nearby.

63. On an individual hunt it is prohibited to load the hunting firearm before the hunter has reached the boundaries of the hunting area.

64. The hunting firearm shall be unloaded before leaving the hunter’s stand. While walking, the hunting firearm shall be carried only unloaded, with the barrel upwards, downwards or open.

65. It is prohibited to climb into a load bin or  trailer of a means of transport or climb off thereof, while keeping a hunting firearm in hand or upon the shoulder.

66. On an individual hunt, each hunter shall act independently and be personally responsible for compliance with the safety requirements of hunting.

67. Participants in an individual hunt shall observe the boundaries of the hunting district in which the hunt has been applied for as well as the locations of other hunting participants.

68. Without the permission of the head of the hunt, it is prohibited to follow any injured game animals. An injured animal barked at by a dog may be approached only by one or two hunters appointed by the head of the hunt.

69. It is prohibited to shoot at a flying game water bird if it is flying at an angle, which is less than 30o from the surface of water and if visibility in the direction of firing is less than 150 metres.

70. It is prohibited to shoot a game water bird on the water (except for the shooting (finishing off) of an injured bird) if the territory in the direction of firing is clear up to the distance of 150 metres and there are no people therein).

71. In a hunt for water birds, it is permitted to load a hunting firearm if:

71.1. the boundary of the hunting area in a hunt has been reached by approaching or wading; 

71.2. in a “pick-up” hunt from a boat, a stable position in the boat has been taken; or

71.3. hunters have taken their places in a stationary stand or an anchored boat.

72. In a “pick-up” hunt for water birds from a boat, a hunting firearm is permitted to be used only by one of the hunters in the boat who is not pushing the boat.

73. In a hunt for water birds, when putting down a hunting firearm, it shall be unloaded.

74. In a “pick-up” hunt for water birds from a boat, when changing places, hunters shall unload the hunting firearm and put it into the boat so that it does not fall or slide. Only when the hunters have taken their places anew shall the hunting firearm be handed over to the shooter. When handing over the hunting firearm, its barrel shall be pointed upwards. When a game water bird appears, the hunter who is pushing the boat shall stop moving the boat ahead, ensuring for the shooter a potentially stable position.
75. In a water bird hunt, if the boat is anchored as an ambush, both hunters in the boat are permitted to shoot according to their prior agreement regarding firing sectors. A hunter standing or sitting in a boat is prohibited from shooting over the head of the other hunter.

76. During a hunt a hunter is prohibited from being under the influence of alcoholic beverages, narcotic, psychotropic or other intoxicating substances.

VII. Use of Pure Bred Hunting Dogs in Hunting

77. Hunting is permitted only with pure bred hunting dogs, which have been registered and vaccinated in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding procedures for the registration and keeping of dogs.

78. The person who is using a pure bred hunting dog in a hunt shall have with him or her documents certifying the species and vaccination of the dog.

79. In an individual hunt for elk, red deer, wild boar and roe deer a pure bred hunting dog may only be used for the location of injured animals.

80. When hunting with a pure bred hunting dog inside burrows, such may be dug up only to take out an animal being held fast by the dog. After the hunt the opened burrows shall be covered up and levelled.

81. The owner of a pure bred hunting dog shall comply with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding animal welfare.

VIII. Procedures to be Taken in Respect of Game Animals the Cause of Death of Which is not Hunting, Capture or Keeping in Captivity

82. The finder shall notify the State Forest Service of any found injured or dead game animals. An official of the State Forest Service, inviting an inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service, whereas in specially protected nature territories – also a representative of the administration of the protected territory (if such administration has been established), shall determine the cause of injury or death of such animals, draw up a report according to a specific sample and take a decision regarding further action with the game animals.

83. If the official of the State Forest Service and the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service, whereas in specially protected nature territories – also the representative of the administration of the protected territory (if such administration has been established), in taking the decision regarding further action with a found dead animal, have not laid down restrictions on its use, the animal shall be returned to the finder free of charge.

84. The official of the State Forest Service and the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service, whereas in specially protected nature territories – also the representative of the administration of the protected territory (if such administration has been established), in taking the decision regarding further action with found injured game animals (for example, treatment, immobilisation, liquidation), shall evaluate the threat posed by the injured animal to public safety, as well as any threat to the life of the game animals caused by its injury.

IX. Closing Provisions

85. In 2004 woodcocks (Scolopax rusticola) shall be hunted from the moment of their arrival until 1 May and from 1 August to 15 November.

[23 March 2004]
85.1 Paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2005.

[23 March 2004]
86. Hunter’s seasonal cards shall be issued by the State Forest Service starting as of 1 April 2004.

87. Cabinet Regulation No. 251 of 8 August 1995, Hunting Regulations (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No. 129; 1997, No. 260) is repealed. 

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

Legal norms arising from the directive 92/43/EEC and 79/409/EEC have been included in these Regulations.

Prime Minister 
E. Repše

Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze
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