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By-laws of the Social Service Board

 

Issued pursuant to

 Section 16, Paragraph one of

the State Administration Structure Law

 

I. General Provisions

 

1. The Social Service Board is an institution of direct administration subject to the control of the Minister for Welfare that participates in the implementation of the State policy in the field of social services and social assistance. 

II. Functions, Tasks and Rights of the Social Service Board

 

2. The Social Service Board has the following functions:

2.1. to perform the functions specified in Section 15 of the Law On Social Services and Social Assistance; and

2.2. to ensure methodological support to social service providers and to local governments in the field of social services and social assistance.

 

3. The Social Service Board shall have the following tasks in order to ensure the performance of functions:

3.1. to organise the provision of the services referred to in Section 13, Paragraph one, Clauses 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 and in Section 91 of the Law on Social Services and Social Assistance (hereinafter – State financed social services);

3.2. to take decisions regarding the allocation of the State financed social services to a specific person; 

3.3. to perform procurement for the provision of the State financed social services, to enter into contracts and to control the efficient utilisation of the State budget funds in conformity with the entered into contracts; 

3.4. if necessary, to perform centralised procurement of services and goods for the State social care centres; 

3.5. to organise the preparation of requests for the State budget in the field of State financed social services and to prepare a summary;

3.6. to prepare a summary of the analysis of the implementation of the budget regarding the utilised State budget funds in the field of social care and social rehabilitation, as well as to prepare an annual report and quarterly financial reports;

3.7. to analyse the financial and volume indicators of the State financed social services, to forecast the amount of the State financed social services and to evaluate the necessity of such services, as well as to calculate the amount of financial resources, necessary for the development thereof;

3.8. to calculate, in the task of the Ministry of Welfare, the amount of financial resources, necessary for the development of the system of social services and social assistance;

3.9. to examine and assess the conformity of the social service providers with the requirements specified for social service providers in regulatory enactments, as well as the quality of the services of social care and social rehabilitation;

3.10. to compile and analyse the statistical data necessary for the supervision and the assessment of the policy of social services and social assistance and to prepare annual reports regarding trends in the implementation of social services and social assistance;

3.11. to establish, update and maintain databases necessary for the implementation of the policy of social services and social assistance;

3.12. to register a social service provider in the register and to delete social service providers from the register;

3.13. to develop methodological materials regarding the organisation and provision of social services and social assistance;

3.14. to provide advisory support to the State social care centres;

3.15. to develop methodological materials regarding the completion of the State statistical report in the field of social services and social assistance; 

3.16. to ensure the performance of the tasks delegated to the Social Service Board in order to implement the activities to be financed from the Structural Funds of the European Union and other projects related to the field of social services;

3.17. in conformity with the competence, to provide proposals regarding draft policy planning documents and draft regulatory enactments to the Ministry of Welfare;

3.18. to provide information and consultations to natural and legal persons in matters of social services and social assistance, as well as to inform regarding the State financed social services and the procedures for the receipt thereof;

3.19. to examine complaints, submissions and proposals of natural and legal persons regarding the quality of the provided social services and social assistance and the rights of a client; and

3.20. to implement subjection to control of the State social care centres in the task of the Minister for Welfare.

 

4. The Social Service Board has the following rights:

4.1. to control the legality of the utilisation, the process of payment and the justification of payment of the State funds and the Structural Funds of the European Union, to take a decision regarding suspension of the payment of the relevant funds in the cases of dispute, as well as to propose that the illegally utilised funds are refunded;

4.2. to provide payable services that are related to the performance of the functions of the Social Service Board;

4.3. to request and receive free of charge information and documents necessary for the performance of the tasks of the Social Service Board from the State administrative institutions, as well as from other legal and natural persons in the cases specified in regulatory enactments;

4.4. on its own initiative or when examining complaints, to inspect the premises where social services are provided and to request from the social service providers information regarding the performance of the specified requirements, as well as to question clients regarding the quality of the received social services and to assign the social service providers to prevent the deficiencies determined in the inspections of the Social Service Board;

4.5. to apply administrative sanctions to the social service providers in the cases specified in the Latvian Administrative Violations Code; and

4.6. to issue administrative acts in the field of social care and social rehabilitation.

III. Structure of the Social Service Board

 

5. The work of the Social Service Board shall be managed by the Director. The Director is a civil servant of the State civil service, who shall be appointed to office and removed from office by the Minister for Welfare.

 

6. The Director of the Social Service Board shall perform the functions of the head of the State institution of direct administration specified in the State Administration Structure Law and in other regulatory enactments.

 

7. The Director of the Social Service Board shall have deputies.

 

8. The Social Service Board shall have structural units. The structural units shall be managed by the heads of the structural units. The structural units of the Social Service Board and the tasks thereof shall be determined in the administrative regulations.

 

IV. Ensuring the Legality of the Social Service Board Activity and Reports Regarding the Activity of the Board

 

9. The legality of the Social Service Board activity shall be ensured by the Director. The Director shall be responsible for the establishment and operation of the system for internal control and for inspection of administrative decisions.

 

10. The Director of the Social Service Board has the right to revoke the decisions of the officials and employees of the Social Service Board.

 

11. An administrative act issued by or an actual action of the officials and employees of the Social Service Board may be disputed by submitting a relevant submission to the Director of the Social Service Board. The decision by the Director of the Social Service Board may be appealed to a court.

 

12. An administrative act issued by or an actual action of the Director of the Social Service Board may be disputed in the Ministry of Welfare. The decision by the Ministry of Welfare may be appealed to a court. 

 

The Social Service Board shall submit a report to the Ministry of Welfare at least once a year regarding its activity and utilisation of budget funds, as well as shall prepare an annual public report in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments.

 

14. The Minister for Welfare has the right to request a report at any time regarding the activity of the Social Service Board.

 

V. Closing Provision

 

15. Cabinet Regulation No. 863 of 19 October 2004, By-laws of the Social Service Board (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2004, No. 174) is repealed.

 

 

Prime Minister 

A. Kalvītis

 

Minister for Welfare 

I.Purne
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