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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 835
Adopted 1 November 2005 

By-law of the Song and Dance Celebration Council
Issued pursuant to

 Section 13 of the 
State Administration Structure Law

I. General Provision

1. The Song and Dance Celebration Council (hereinafter – the Council) is a consultative institution the purpose of which is to supervise the process of the preservation and development of the song and dance celebration traditions.

II. Functions, Tasks and Rights of the Council
2. The Council shall perform the functions and tasks specified in the Song and Dance Celebration Law.

3. The Council has the following rights:

3.1. according to its competence to co-operate with the state and local government institutions, legal and natural persons, as well as with  foreign institutions;

3.2. to request and receive free of charge from the State and local government institutions and non-governmental institutions the publicly available information necessary for the fulfilment of the Council’s tasks;

3.3. to invite to participate in the Council meetings the representatives of the State and local government institutions as well as of the non-governmental institutions, experts and specialists;

3.4. if necessary, to form special expert work groups; and

3.5. independently co-operate with the media and provide information.

III. The Structure and Administration of the Council
4. The Council shall consist of 17 members:

4.1. the Minister for Culture;

4.2. the Minister for Education and Science;

4.3. the Minister for Children and Family Affairs;

4.4. the Minister for Finance;

4.5. the State Secretary of the Ministry of Finance;

4.5.1 the Deputy of the Saeima, who is nominated by the Saeima’s Commission for Education, Culture and Science;

4.6. the Chairperson of the Rīga City Council;

4.7. the chairperson of the Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments;

4.8. two representatives of the choral sector, one of whom is nominated by the choral sector council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts, and one – by the commission of the choir music experts of the State Youth Initiative Centre;

4.9. two representatives of the dance sector, one of whom is nominated by the folk dance sector council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts, and one – by the commission of the folk dance experts of the State Youth Initiative Centre;

4.10. the representative of the brass band sector, who is nominated by the brass band sector council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts;

4.11. the representative of the folk applied art sector, who is nominated by the applied folk art and fine art sector council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts;

4.12. the representative of the folk music sector, who is nominated by the folk music ensemble and rural band sector council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts;

4.13. the representative of the traditional culture sector, who is nominated by the folklore council of the State Agency Latvian National Centre for Traditional and Performing Arts; and

4.14. the representative of the professional music sector, who is nominated by the Ministry of Culture.

[16 March 2004]
IV. Organisation of the operation of the Council
5. The chairperson of the Council shall call and chair the Council meetings. During the absence of the Chairperson of the Council, the Deputy Chairperson of the Council shall perform his or her duties. The council shall appoint the deputy chairperson in accordance with the proposal of the chairperson of the Council.
6. Meetings of the Council shall be called  not less than once every three months.

7.  Special meetings of the Council shall be called  if at least half of the members of the Council request such a meeting. In order to call  a special meeting, a justified submission shall be submitted to the Secretariat of the Council. The chairperson of the Council shall take the decision regarding the calling  of the special meeting.
8. The chairperson of the Council shall approve the agenda of the meeting of the Council.

9. The Secretariat of the Council not later than five working days before the meeting of the Council shall send to the members of the Council the information regarding the calling  of the meeting and other documents.

10. Any council member no later than three working days before the Council meeting can send proposals for consideration in the agenda to the Council secretariat, as well as initiate any questions within the competence of the Council being included in the agenda.

V. Council Meetings

11.  Council meetings shall be open.

12. Council meetings consist of council members and invited persons. Invited persons participate in the deliberation of questions for which they were invited to help deliberate.

13. The Council shall have a quorum if more than one half of the Council members are present at a meeting thereof.

14. During the meeting each member of the Council has one vote. The Council shall take decisions by open voting.

15. The decisions of the Council shall be taken by simple majority vote of the Council members present at the meeting. In the event of a tied vote, the Chairperson of the Council shall have the deciding vote.

16. Decisions of the Council shall have a recommendatory nature.

17. The decisions of the Council shall be publicly accessible at the Internet homepage of the Ministry of Culture.  

18. Minutes shall be taken at Council meetings. The Council secretariat ensures the minutes for the meeting are recorded.

19. Minutes of Council meetings shall be signed by the Chairperson of the Council.

20. The Council secretariat ensures the storage of the minutes.
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