Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 878
Adopted 19 October 2004

By-law of the Advisory Council on Elimination of Customs Duties and on Quotas
Issued pursuant to

Section 13 of the

State Administration Structure Law

I. General Provisions

1. The Advisory Council on Elimination of Customs Duties and on Quotas (hereinafter – the Council) is an advisory and co-ordinating authority.

2. The purpose of the Council activities shall be to co-ordinate further progress of the rejections of submissions of commercial companies regarding the elimination of customs duties and the application of quotas (hereinafter – submissions) and submissions submitted to the European Commission by other European Union Member States (hereinafter – rejections of submissions).

II. Functions, Tasks and Rights of the Council
3. The function of the Council shall be to evaluate submissions and rejections of submissions of commercial companies and to take a decision regarding the submission thereof to the European Commission. Decisions of the Council shall have a recommendatory nature.

4. The Council shall have the following tasks:

4.1. to evaluate the conformity of submissions and rejections of submissions with the requirements specified by the European Commission for the elimination of customs duties and as regards quotas;

4.2. to provide the relevant associations with information regarding the submissions of other European Union Member States to the European Commission; and

4.3. to present the submissions, the rejections of submissions and the decisions taken to the Ministry of Finance.

5. The Council has the following rights:

5.1. to require and receive information necessary for the fulfilment of the Council tasks from the State and local government authorities and the concerned commercial companies free of charge;

5.2. to invite sectoral experts and advisors to participate in the Council meetings in the capacity of an advisor for the provision of consultations;

5.3. to involve experts in the preparation of decisions;

5.4. if necessary, to invite experts of the relevant sectors to participate in the European Commission sessions; and

5.5. to submit proposals to the Minister for Finance regarding the necessary changes in the composition of the Council.

III. Composition of the Council

6. The Council shall consist of:

6.1. a chairperson of the Council – the head or deputy head of the Ministry of Finance Department of Customs Legislation;

6.2. three authorised representatives of the Ministry of Finance;

6.3. an authorised representative of the Ministry of Economics;

6.4. an authorised representative of the Ministry of Agriculture;

6.5. an authorised representative of the State Revenue Service Central Customs Board; and

6.6. an authorised representative of the Latvian Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

7. The Minister for Finance shall approve the staff of the Council after co-ordination with the relevant authorities.

8. A chairperson of the Council shall manage the work of the Council.

9. During the absence of the chairperson of the Council a member of the Council authorised by the chairperson of the Council shall perform the duties thereof.

10. A chairperson of the Council shall:

10.1. plan and organise the work of the Council;

10.2. convene and chair meetings of the Council;

10.3. approve the agenda of the Council meetings;

10.4. sign the minutes of the Council meetings, the decisions and other documents; and

10.5. represent the Council without special authorisation.

11. A secretary of the Council shall keep the Council records . The Minister for Finance shall appoint the secretary of the Council from among the Council members.

12. The secretary of the Council shall:

12.1. prepare the received submissions and rejections of submissions for examination in the Council meetings;

12.2. provide the Council members with information and working materials of the Council meetings; and

12.3. take minutes of the Council meetings.

IV. Procedures for the Examination of Submissions and Rejections of Submissions
13. A secretary of the Council shall receive submissions and rejections of submissions and transfer them for examination to the Council members not later than three days before the relevant meeting.

14. If necessary, the Council members shall invite sectoral experts for the evaluation of materials.

15. The Council members shall send to a Council secretary their opinions regarding the submissions and rejections of submissions presented to the Council, which shall be examined in a regular meeting, not later than one day before the relevant meeting.

V. Procedural Requirements for Council Meetings

16. Council meetings shall be open.

17. Council meetings shall take place not less than once a month if submissions or rejections of submissions have been received. If necessary, the chairperson of the Council may convene a special meeting. The Council members shall be informed regarding the special meeting not later than three days before the meeting.
18. The Council shall have a quorum if more than half of the Council members are present at a meeting thereof.

19. The Council shall take decisions during the meetings by open, simple majority voting. Each member of the Council shall have one vote. In the event of a tied vote, the chairperson of the Council shall have the casting vote.

20. Decisions of the Council shall be documented as minutes. Each member of the Council has the right to submit his or her separate opinion in writing and to demand that it is attached to the minutes. A chairperson and a secretary of the Council shall sign the meeting minutes not later than in a time period of three working days after the relevant meeting. The meeting minutes shall be sent to all members of the Council.
21. All interested parties may participate in the Council meetings as audience, informing thereof a Council secretary in advance.

22. The Ministry of Finance shall provide for the operation of the Council with material and technical facilities.
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