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Procedures for the Entry into and Residence in the Republic of Latvia of Citizens of European Union Member States and European Economic Area States and their Family Members 
Issued pursuant to

Section 69 of the Immigration Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the entry into and residence in the Republic of Latvia of citizens of European Union Member States and European Economic Area States and their family members.  

2. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is entitled to enter the Republic of Latvia if he or she has a valid travel document and he or she does not endanger national security, public order or public health.

3. If a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia for longer than 90 days within a period of half a year from the date of the first entry he or she shall register with the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (hereinafter – the Office) and receive a residence permit.

4. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and any member of his or her family shall not require a work permit.

5. In the residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State the information specified in Annex 1 of these Regulations shall be indicated. If the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has received a residence permit in association with a legal employment relationship in the Republic of Latvia and has entered into an employment contract or other civil legal contract (also as a member of the administration of a commercial company), the information specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations shall be indicated in the residence permit.

6. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall not require a residence permit if he or she resides in the Republic of Latvia longer than 90 days during the six months beginning with the first day of entry provided that he or she has a valid travel document and that he or she:

6.1. performs seasonal work in the Republic of Latvia;

6.2. is employed in the Republic of Latvia, but resides in another European Union Member State to which he or she returns at least once per week; or 

6.3. resides in the Republic of Latvia up to six months from the date of first entry if the aim of residence is to establish legal employment relationships in the Republic of Latvia by entering into an employment contract or any other civil legal contract.

7. Upon request by the State Border Guard, State Labour Inspection or the Office a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall submit documentary evidence confirming the existence of the conditions specified in these Regulations in order to maintain residence in the Republic of Latvia.

II. Temporary Residence Permit of a Citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State
8. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is entitled to receive a temporary residence permit:

8.1. for the duration of a legal employment relationship on the basis of the employment contract or any other civil legal contract which states that he or she is employed as an employee in the Republic of Latvia and which exceeds 90 days, but is not longer than one year;

8.2. for five years, on the basis of the employment contract or any other civil legal contract which states that he or she is employed as an employee in the Republic of Latvia and which is longer than one year;

8.3. for five years, provided that he or she is a self-employed person in the Republic of Latvia;

8.4. for the duration indicated in a contract for the provision or receipt of services in the Republic of Latvia, if he or she is the provider or receiver of services or an employee of a merchant of the European Union who according to the contract is the provider of services in the Republic of Latvia;

8.5. for the duration of studies in an accredited educational institution in the Republic of Latvia, but not longer than one year; or

8.6. for the time period proposed by the person, but not longer than five years, provided that he or she has sufficient provision of subsistence. For the purposes of these Regulations, in order to avoid becoming a burden to the State social assistance system during residence in the Republic of Latvia, sufficient provision of subsistence shall be income or money reserves which are greater than the minimum level of income by not exceeding which citizens of Latvia may receive social assistance in the Republic of Latvia;

8.7. for the time period proposed by the person, but not longer than five years if he or she is the spouse or a dependant descending relative in a direct line, or the spouse of a citizen of Latvia, a non-citizen of Latvia or an alien who has received a permanent residence permit for residence in the Republic of Latvia; or

8.8. for the time period for which guardianship or trusteeship is established over him or her. If a court adjudication does not include the length of guardianship or term of trusteeship, the residence permit shall be issued for five years or until the reaching of the legal age accordingly.

9. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to receive a temporary residence permit shall present a valid travel document and submit:

9.1. a special application form requesting a residence permit. The content of the application is specified in regulatory enactments regarding residence permits;

9.2. one photograph;

9.3. depending on the reason for maintaining residence – the documents specified in Paragraphs 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 or 17 of these Regulations; and

9.4. a notarised consent or consent signed in the presence of the Office official of the parents regarding the travel of a child to the Republic of Latvia if the residence permit is being requested for a minor child. Consent shall not be required if a child enters the Republic of Latvia with both parents.

10. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to maintain residence in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2 of these Regulations shall submit a copy of the employment contract or any other civil legal contract confirming that he or she is employed in the Republic of Latvia.

11. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia as a self-employed person in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.3 of these Regulations shall submit:

11.1. a copy of the individual performer of work licence or registration certificate if he or she wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia as an individual performer of work; and

11.2. copies of documents confirming the rights to perform a certain activity if the performance of these activities requires a permit in the Republic of Latvia.

12. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.4 of these Regulations shall submit a copy of the civil legal contract for the provision or receipt of services for a fee.

13. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.4 of these Regulations and who is employed by a merchant registered in a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who according to a contract is a provider of services, in addition to the document specified in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations, shall submit a document confirming that this merchant who is a provider of services is directing him or her to perform a job in the Republic of Latvia.

14. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.5 of these Regulations shall submit:

14.1. a copy of the contract regarding a learning or study program in the Republic of Latvia;

14.2. a confirmation regarding the provision of means of subsistence; and

14.3. a European Health Insurance Card, a statement issued by a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State that the person is entitled to receive emergency medical assistance in an amount guaranteed by the Republic of Latvia or a copy of a valid private health insurance policy which ensures coverage of all health care costs during the person’s residence in the Republic of Latvia.

15. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.6 of these Regulations shall submit:

15.1. documentary evidence regarding the sufficient provision of subsistence (e.g. a statement from a bank, a statement regarding a monthly pension); and

15.2. a copy of a valid health insurance policy which ensures coverage of all health care costs during the person’s residence in the Republic of Latvia.

16. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.7 of these Regulations shall submit:

16.1. copies of documents certifying marriage or kinship;

16.2. a confirmation regarding the provision of subsistence; and

16.3. a European Health Insurance Card, a statement issued by a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State that the person is entitled to receive emergency medical assistance in an amount guaranteed by the Republic of Latvia or a copy of a valid private health insurance policy which ensures coverage of all health care costs during the person’s residence in the Republic of Latvia, provided that a person has not entered into an employment contract or any other civil legal contract on the basis of which he or she will be employed in the Republic of Latvia.

17. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.8 of these Regulations shall submit a court adjudication on the establishment of guardianship or trusteeship.

18. In requesting a residence permit in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 8.7 or 8.8 of these Regulations, an invitation certified by the Office in accordance with the procedures specified in the Regulations regarding residence permits is required.

19. If a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has received a temporary residence permit in conformity with Paragraph 8 of these Regulations and if there have not been any changes in the circumstances due to which a temporary residence permit was received, the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall receive a new temporary residence permit in conformity with the procedure specified in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations.

III. Entry and Temporary Residence Permit of a Family Member of a Citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State
20. A family member of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State (hereinafter family member) is also entitled to receive a temporary residence permit in the cases specified in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations provided that his or her purpose is to reside in the Republic of Latvia together with the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State.

21. Within the meaning of these Regulations a family member is a spouse, a relative in direct descent of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State, who has not reached the age of 21 or is dependent upon the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State, as well as a relative of the spouse in direct descent who has not reached the age of 21 or is dependent upon the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State. Within the meaning of these Regulations if a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State resides in the Republic of Latvia in order to study, a family member is a spouse, a relative in direct descending line who is dependent upon the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State, as well as a relative of the spouse in direct descending line who is dependent upon the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State.

22. If a citizen of a European Union Member State of European Economic Area State departs from the Republic of Latvia, his or her relative in a direct descending line is entitled to receive a temporary residence permit for the time period which is necessary for the finishing of studies in a higher educational establishment (if he or she is studying at a higher educational establishment) or in an accredited of general secondary education establishment (if he or she is acquiring a program of general education).

23. A person who is not a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State, but who is dependent upon the person specified in Paragraph 22 of these Regulations shall maintain rights to reside in the Republic of Latvia together with a family member of the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State specified in Paragraph 22 of these Regulations.

24. A family member of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State (if he or she is not a citizen of Latvia) who is not a citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State need not have an invitation certified by the Office in accordance with the procedure specified in regulatory enactments for the request of a visa of the Republic of Latvia, provided that he or she submits documents certifying kinship and that the purpose of his or her entry is to receive a residence permit together with a member of his or her family – a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State.

25. If a person who is not a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State travels together with a member of his or her family – a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State (if he or she is not a citizen of Latvia) – he or she shall receive his or her visa at the border checkpoints specified in regulatory enactments.

26. A family member who wishes to receive a residence permit shall present a valid travel document and submit the following documents:

26.1. a special application form requesting a residence permit. The content of the application is specified in regulatory enactments regarding residence permits;

26.2. one photograph;

26.3. copies of documents certifying kinship with a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who has the right to reside in the Republic of Latvia or the spouse of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State;

26.4. copies of documents certifying that the person is dependent upon a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her spouse if a residence permit is being requested by the dependent person;

26.5. a notarised consent or consent signed in the presence of the Office official of the parents regarding the travel of a child to the Republic of Latvia if a residence permit is being requested for a minor child. Consent shall not be required if the child enters the Republic of Latvia with both parents; and

26.6. a payment document certifying payment of the State fee if the person is not a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State.

27. A family member who wishes to reside in the Republic of Latvia together with a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who resides in the Republic of Latvia in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 8.5, 8.6 or 8.7 of these Regulations, in addition to the documents specified in Paragraph 26 of these Regulations shall submit:

27.1. a confirmation regarding the sufficient provision of subsistence; and

27.2. a European Health Insurance Card, a statement issued by a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State that the person is entitled to receive emergency medical assistance in an amount guaranteed by the State or medical assistance guaranteed by the State or a copy of a valid private health insurance policy which ensures coverage of all health care costs during the person’s residence in the Republic of Latvia.

IV. Permanent Residence Permit of a Citizen and his or her Family Members of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State 
28. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member shall receive a permanent residence permit, provided that he or she:

28.1. has been legally residing in the Republic of Latvia for five consecutive years with a temporary residence permit in conformity with Paragraph 8 or 20 of these Regulations;

28.2. is a minor child of a citizen of Latvia or non-citizen of Latvia, or of an alien who has received a permanent residence permit; or

28.3. is permanently residing in the Republic of Latvia and who prior to the acquisition of the citizenship of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has been a citizen of Latvia or a non-citizen of Latvia.

29. The term of residence specified in Sub-paragraph 28.1 of these Regulations shall be deemed to be continuous if any absence does not exceed six consecutive months, except for cases where a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member can prove that there has been a plausible reason for his or her absence (for example, serving mandatory military service, treatment at a medical treatment institution).

30. In the case specified in Sub-paragraph 8.3 of these Regulations a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is entitled to receive a permanent residence permit before the term specified in Sub-paragraph 28.1 of these Regulations, provided that he or she:

30.1. has reached the retirement age laid down in the Republic of Latvia, has been self-employed in the Republic of Latvia during the last year and has been residing continuously in the Republic of Latvia for more than three years;

30.2. has reached the retirement age laid down in the Republic of Latvia, has been self-employed in the Republic of Latvia during the last year and his or her spouse is a citizen of Latvia or has lost Latvian citizenship upon the establishment of a marriage;

30.3. has been deemed incapable of work by a competent State authority (total loss of the ability to work) and has previously resided in the Republic of Latvia continuously for the past two consecutive years;

30.4. has been deemed incapable of work by a competent State authority (total loss of the ability to work) and his spouse is a citizen of Latvia or has lost Latvian citizenship upon the establishment of a marriage; or

30.5. continues to work in another Member State as an employee or a self-employed person after three years of continuous residence in the Republic of Latvia and returns to the Republic of Latvia at least once a week.

31. A family member is entitled to receive a permanent residence permit before the term specified in Sub-paragraph 28.1 of these Regulations if the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State receives a permanent residence permit in the case specified in Paragraph 30 of these Regulations.

32. If the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State specified in Sub-paragraph 8.3 of these Regulations dies before he or she is entitled to receive a permanent residence permit, his or her family members are entitled to receive a permanent residence permit before the term specified in Sub-paragraph 28.1 of these Regulations, provided that:

32.1. until the day of his or her death the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has resided continuously in the Republic of Latvia for at least two years;

32.2. the cause of death of the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has been an accident at work or an occupational disease; and

32.3. the spouse who has outlived the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is a citizen of Latvia or has lost Latvian citizenship upon the establishment of a marriage.

33. In the case specified in Sub-paragraph 8.7 of these Regulations, a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member is entitled to receive a permanent residence permit before the term specified in Sub-paragraph 28.1 of these Regulations, provided that the marriage has been divorced or the spouse – citizen of Latvia or non-citizen of Latvia – has died and a dependent minor child – citizen of Latvia or non-citizen of Latvia - survives.

34. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member who wishes to receive a permanent residence permit in the Republic of Latvia shall present a valid travel document and submit:

34.1. a special application form requesting a residence permit. The content of the application is prescribed in regulatory enactments regarding residence permits;

34.2. copies of documents certifying kinship if a permanent residence permit is being requested in conformity with Sub-paragraph 28.2 of these Regulations;

34.3. a notarised consent or consent signed in the presence of an official of the Office by the parents regarding the travel of a child to the Republic of Latvia if a residence permit is being requested in conformity with Sub-paragraph 28.2 of these Regulations. Consent shall not necessary if a child enters the Republic of Latvia with both parents.

34.4. documents certifying that he or she conforms with the provisions specified in Paragraphs 30, 31, 32 or 33 of these Regulations in order to receive a permanent residence permit before the term specified in Sub-paragraph 2.1 of these Regulations; 

34.5. a confirmation that he or she has renounced Latvian citizenship or a decision on losing non-citizen’s status if a residence permit is being requested in conformity with Sub-paragraph 28.3 of these Regulations; and

34.6. a payment document attesting to the payment of the State fee.

V. Procedures for the Request and Issuance of Residence Permits

35. Documents for the requesting of a residence permit shall be submitted to the Office in person. If a person wishes to receive a residence permit in the cases specified in Paragraphs 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4 or 8.5 of these Regulations, an authorised representative of the respective legal person shall also be allowed to submit documents for the request of a residence permit.

36. Documents for the requesting of a temporary residence permit shall be submitted within a time period of three months beginning with the first day of entry.

37. A family member who requires a visa for entry into the Republic of Latvia shall submit documents for the  request of a temporary residence permit to the Office during the validity period of the visa.

38. Documents for the requesting of a permanent residence permit or repeated temporary residence permit shall be submitted not later than 30 days before the expiration of the validity period of a temporary residence permit.

39. When submitting the copies of documents specified in these Regulations a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member shall present an original of the document. Documents issued abroad shall be accepted, provided that they have been legalised in accordance with specified procedures or certified in accordance with the 5 October 1961 Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirements of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents if other procedures have not been provided for in international agreements.

40. After the submission of the documents the Office shall issue a statement attesting that the citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member is entitled to reside in the Republic of Latvia until the decision on the granting or the refusal to grant a residence permit has been taken.

41. The Office is entitled to request and receive information from a person requesting a residence permit, from State and local government authorities and courts of the Republic of Latvia regarding the residence of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member of in the Republic in Latvia and also to request information from other European Union Member States or European Economic Area States regarding previous violations of the law committed by the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member.

42. An official of the Office shall examine the documents submitted for the requesting of a residence permit, assess the information specified in Paragraph 41 of these Regulations and provide an answer within a month beginning with the day when the documents for the requesting of the permit were submitted. If due to objective reasons (e.g. additional verification of facts is required for the taking of a decision) it is not possible to comply with the one-month time period, the Office may extend it for a period of time not longer than four months from the day the documents were submitted, notifying the submitter thereof.

43. In order to receive a residence permit, a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member shall arrive at the Office in person.

44. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who has received a temporary residence permit in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2 of these Regulations shall within five working days’ time inform the Office about changes to the employment contract or any other civil legal contract on the basis of which he or she is employed in the Republic of Latvia, as well as inform about the entering into of a new employment contract or any other civil legal contract on the basis of which he or she will be employed as an employee in the Republic of Latvia. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State who has received a temporary residence permit in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 8.3, 8.4, 8.5 or 8.6 of these Regulations shall inform about the entering into of an employment contract or any other civil legal contract, within 5 working days’ time from the day the contract is entered into, on the basis of which he or she will be employed as an employee in the Republic of Latvia.

45. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member shall be issued a new residence permit for the time period indicated in the decision regarding the granting of a permit, if:

45.1. the residence permit has been lost;

45.2. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has received a new travel document;

45.3. the given name (names) or surname of a person has changed;

45.4. an inaccuracy in the records has been detected;

45.5. the residence permit has damage, due to which it is not possible to identify the person or to read the information indicated in the residence permit; or

45.6. the appearance of a person has changed substantially.

46. In order to receive a residence permit in the cases specified in Paragraph 45 of these Regulations, a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member shall present a valid travel document and submit:

46.1. the previous residence permit if the person has such at his or her disposal;

46.2. an explanation regarding the circumstances of the theft, loss or destruction of the residence permit if the residence permit has been lost; and

46.3. the response of a police authority to the report submitted by the person if the residence permit has been stolen.

47. A new residence permit shall be produced and issued within 15 days after the submission of all of the required documents.

48. If a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member receives a new residence permit, the previous residence permit shall be cancelled and left in the possession of person at the request of the person.

49. The decision of an official of the Office regarding the refusal to issue a residence permit or the cancellation thereof may be disputed by the person by submitting the respective application to the Head of the Office within a period of 30 days after the receipt of such decision.

50. The decision of the Head of the Office may be appealed in court in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Administrative Procedure Law.

VI. Limitations on Residence
51. A residence permit shall not be issued if:

51.1. a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State has not submitted all of the documents specified in these Regulations required in order to request a residence permit, or refuses to provide the explanations required which are related to the receipt of the residence permit;

51.2. the indicated purpose of entry does not conform to the cases specified in these Regulations in which the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member may receive a residence permit. 

51.3. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member endangers national security, public order or public health. The provision regarding threats to public health shall not be applied if the disease or health disorder specified in Annex 3 of these Regulations has set in during the term of the prior residence permit and the person requires a repeated residence permit within the term of this residence permit, presenting a statement from a medical institution certifying that the person is taking all of the necessary measures for the treatment of the respective disease or health disorder;

51.4. false information has been provided;

51.5. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member does not have sufficient provision of subsistence and he or she has received a residence permit in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.5, 8.6 or 8.7 of these Regulations;

51.6. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has received remuneration (compensation) for departure to another state for permanent residence therein, irrespective of the fact that the remuneration (compensation) has been provided by the State or local government authorities of the Republic of Latvia or international (foreign) funds or authorities. This provision shall not apply to a person who at the time of the receipt of the remuneration (compensation) was a minor, as well as to a person who has reimbursed the received remuneration (compensation) in conformity with the procedures specified by regulations regarding residence permits – in a case where a permanent residence permit is being requested; and

51.7. a permanent residence permit has been requested in accordance with Sub-paragraph 28.3 of these Regulations and there have been grounds to withdraw the status of a Latvian citizen or non-citizen of Latvia in accordance with the Citizenship Law or the Law On the Status of Those Former USSR Citizens who do not have the Citizenship of Latvia or that of any other State.

52. A temporary residence permit shall be cancelled if:

52.1. the circumstances no longer exist or the circumstances have changed on the basis of which the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has received a temporary residence permit, except for cases where employment or self-employment has been terminated due to temporary disability because of an illness or accident or to a situation of forcible unemployment;

52.2. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member does not have sufficient provision of subsistence and he or she has received a residence permit in conformity with Sub-paragraph 8.5, 8.6 or 8.7 of these Regulations;

52.3. it was acquired by providing false information;

52.4. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has resided outside the Republic of Latvia for more than six consecutive months, except for the case where he or she can provide documentary proof that his or her absence has a sufficiency of reason; and

52.5. the State authorities have concluded that the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member poses a threat to national security, public order or public health. Provisions regarding threats to public health shall not be applied if the disease or health disorder specified in Annex 3 of these Regulations has set in during the term of the issued residence permit and the person presents a statement from a medical institution which certifies that the person has taken all of the necessary measures for the treatment of the respective disease or health disorder;

53. A permanent residence permit shall be cancelled if:

53.1. it has been acquired by providing false information;

53.2. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member poses a threat to national security and a restriction of the person’s rights can be commensurable with a benefit for the society and the State; or

53.3. the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has resided continuously outside of the Republic of Latvia for more than two years, except for the case where he or she or his or her family member can provide documentary proof that his or her absence has a sufficiency of reason;

54. If during his or her residence in the Republic of Latvia a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member poses a threat to national security, the public order or public health, the Head of the Office or an authorised person shall issue an order demanding departure from the territory of the Republic of Latvia:

54.1. within 15 days’ time – if the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member has not yet received a residence permit; and

54.2. within a month’s time – in other cases.

55. If during his or her residence in the Republic of Latvia a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member poses a threat to public order or national security (for example, State security authorities have information that a person is engaged in espionage, is preparing an act of sabotage, is involved in the organising of a terrorist act), the Head of the Office may issue an expulsion order demanding departure from the territory of Latvia within 48 hours’ time.

56. If a person has not completed all of the administrative procedures pertaining to his or her residence in the State or the validity period of the travel document has expired, this shall not be the cause of the expulsion of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member from the Republic of Latvia.

57. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member may be included on the list of those persons for whom entry into the Republic of Latvia is prohibited. A prohibition against entry shall be set for a time period up to two years.

VII. Closing Provisions

58. The provisions of these Regulations regarding a family member also apply to an alien who is dependent upon a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and who has had a joint household with a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State in the previous home country.

59. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State and his or her family member who has been residing in the Republic of Latvia with a residence permit up until the day these Regulations come into force may receive a new residence permit following the procedures laid down in these Regulations, whereas if the validity period of the previous residence permit has expired, it is required to register the residence permit or the travel document shall be replaced.

60. A citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State or his or her family member who until the coming into force of these Regulations has resided continuously in the Republic of Latvia under a temporary residence permit at least for the past five years, may request a permanent residence permit in conformity with the procedures laid down in these Regulations.

61. Cabinet Regulation No. 297 of 13 April 2004, Procedures Regarding Entry and Residence of Citizens of the European Union and their Family Members (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2004, No. 66), is repealed.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from:

1) Council Directive 64/221/EEC of 25 February 1964 on the co-ordination of special measures concerning the movement and residence of foreign nationals which are justified on the grounds of public policy, public safety and public health;

2) Council Directive 68/360/EEC of 15 October 1968 on the abolition of restrictions on movement and residence within the Community for workers of Member States and their families;

3) Council Directive 72/194/EEC of 18 May 1972 extending to workers exercising the right to remain in the territory of a Member State after having been employed in that State the scope of the Directive of 25 February 1964 on co-ordination of special measures concerning the movement and residence of foreign nationals which are justified on the grounds of public policy, public safety and public health;

4) Council Directive 73/148/EEC of 21 May 1973 on the abolition of restrictions on movement and residence within the Community for nationals of Member States with regard to entrepreneurial activities and the provision of services;

5) Council Directive 75/34/EEC of 17 December 1974 concerning the right of nationals of a Member State to remain in the territory of another Member State after having pursued therein an activity in a self-employed capacity;

6) Council Directive 75/35/EEC of December 17 1974 extending the scope of Directive No 64/221/EEC on the co-ordination of special measures concerning the movement and residence of foreign nationals which are justified on the grounds of public policy, public security or public health to include nationals of a Member State who exercise the right to remain in the territory of another Member State after having pursued therein an activity in a self-employed capacity;

7) Council Directive 90/364/EEC of 28 June 1990 on the right to maintain residence for life;

8) Council Directive 90/365/EEC of 28 June 1990 on the right of residence for employees and self-employed persons who have ceased their occupational activity;

9) Council Directive 93/96/EEC of 29 October 1993 on the right of residence for students; and

10) Directive 96/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 1996 concerning the posting of workers in the framework of the provision of services.
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Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 914

9 November 2004

Content of the Residence Permit of a Citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State

1. The residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall include the following information:

1.1. surname;

1.2. given name (names);

1.3. citizenship;

1.4. personal identity number;

1.5. date of birth;

1.6. sex;

1.7. number of the travel document;

1.8. number of the residence permit;

1.9. date of issue of the residence permit;

1.10. term of validity of the residence permit.

2. In the residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State the photograph and the signature of the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is required.

3. The residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall be affirmed with the seal of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs.

Minister for the Interior 
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Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 914

9 November 2004

Content of the Residence Permit of a Citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State if the Residence Permit is Received with regard to Employment in the Republic of Latvia

1. If the residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is received with regard to employment in the Republic of Latvia, the following information shall be included in the residence permit:

1.1. surname;

1.2. given name (names);

1.3. citizenship;

1.4. personal identity number;

1.5. date of birth;

1.6. sex;

1.7. number of the travel document;

1.8. number of the residence permit;

1.9. date of issue of the residence permit;

1.10. term of validity of the residence permit.

2. In the residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State, the photograph and signature of the citizen of the European Union Member State or European Economic Area State is required.

3. The residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall include the following information:

“This permit has been issued in conformity with European Communities Council Regulation 1612/68 (EEC) of 15 October 1968 and measures taken for implementation of Council Directive of 15 October 1968. In conformity with the provisions specified by the aforesaid Regulation, the holder of this permit is allowed to begin and continue working in the territory of the Republic of Latvia in conformity with the same provisions concerning Latvian employees.”

4. The residence permit of a citizen of a European Union Member State or European Economic Area State shall be endorsed with the seal of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs.

Minister for the Interior 
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Annex 3
Cabinet Regulation No. 914

9 November 2004

Diseases due to which Citizens of European Union Member States and European Economic Area States and Members of their Families shall be Denied Rights to Receive a Residence Permit
1. Diseases which can pose a threat to the public health:

1.1. diseases which in conformity with International Health Regulations No 51 of 25 May 1951 of the World Health Organisation are specified as subjects of quarantine;

1.2. the active phase of tuberculosis; and

1.3. syphilis.

2. Health disorders or diseases which endanger the public order or national security:

2.1. addiction to narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances; and

2.2. heavy mental disorders, conspicuous symptoms of acute psychosis with conditions of agitation, delirium, hallucinations or confusion.

Minister for the Interior 






Ē. Jēkabsons

Translation © 2005 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)

[image: image2.png]THC




Translation © 2005 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)

2
[image: image1.png]THC





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]