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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 936

Adopted 16 November 2004

By-law of the Latvian Tourism Development Agency

Issued pursuant to

Section 8, Paragraph three of the

Public Agencies Law

I. General Provisions
1. The Latvian Tourism Development Agency (hereinafter – Agency) is a State administrative institution under the supervision of the Minister for Economics.

2. The Agency has been established in order to implement the state policy of tourism development.

II. Functions, Tasks and Rights of the Agency
3. The Agency shall have the following functions:

3.1. to ensure the implementation of the Latvian tourism development policy;

3.2. to implement measures promoting tourism;

3.3. to introduce tourism development projects of the public and private partnership;

3.4. to attract financial resources for tourism development;

3.5. to perform the introduction of quality management in the tourism sector, as well as the conformity assessment of the Latvian tourism and the providers of services and merchants related thereto; and
3.6. to participate in implementation of international co-operation agreements in the tourism sector.
[8 September 2009]
4. In order to implement the specified functions, the Agency shall perform the following tasks:

4.1. develop proposals for the improvement of regulatory enactments in the tourism development matters;

4.2. publicise tourism opportunities in Latvia in the local and international tourism market;

4.3. organise the participation of Latvian merchants (commercial companies) and organisations providing tourism services in international tourism fairs; 

4.4. research the local and international tourism market;

4.5. implement measures of tourism development promotion in co-operation with merchants (commercial companies) and organisations, which provide tourism services

4.6. prepare tourism development projects, support the implementation thereof and participate therein;

4.7. create and maintain information systems;

4.8. hold and manage the tourism fund resources; 

4.9. supervise that the tourism fund resources invested in the tourism development support measures are utilised purposefully;

4.10. provide information and consultations to legal and natural persons regarding the matters within the competence of the Agency; and

4.11. provide the merchants (commercial companies) who provide Latvian tourism services with the information on how tourists should act in emergency situations in Latvia and in foreign countries.

[8 September 2009]
5. The Agency has the following rights:

5.1. to request and receive, free of charge, the information necessary for the implementation of the Agency functions from the administrative institutions of the State, as well as from natural and legal persons in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments;

5.2. to publish informative materials and provide information in the mass media regarding the matters within the competence of the Agency;

5.3. to organise and conduct workshops and conferences;

5.4. to invite experts in order to carry out the tasks related to the operation of the Agency; and

5.5. to receive payment for the public services provided by the Agency.

III. Agency Structure and Administration
6. The operation of the Agency is managed by the director of the Agency The director of the Agency is hired and dismissed by the Minister for the Economy. The director of the Agency shall perform the functions of a manager of the direct administration authority prescribed by the State Administration Structure Law and the Public Agencies Law.

7. A director of the Agency may have deputies.

8. In order to implement the goal prescribed in these Regulations and carry out the specified functions, the Agency is entitled to establish territorial divisions.

9. The divisions and representative offices of the Agency shall be established and the competence thereof shall be determined by the director of the Agency.

IV. [29 January 2008]
IV.1 Advisory Council of the Agency

14.1 In order to ensure the involvement of State administrative institutions and private individuals in the implementation of the tourism policy – in presenting and promoting Latvia as the final destination of tourism, the Minister for Economics shall create an advisory council. The Agency shall materially and technically ensure the work of the advisory council.
 

14.2 The advisory council shall operate in accordance with a by-law approved by the Minister for Economics.
 

14.3 The advisory council shall perform the following tasks:
14.3 1. analyse the results of activities of the Agency and provide the Minister for Economics with opinions and proposals regarding the implementation of medium-term operational and marketing strategy and current annual plans of the Agency and the improvement of the operation of the Agency;
14.3 2. evaluate and submit proposals regarding the planned and used financing of the Agency; and
14.3 3. promote co-operation with the institutions and organisations involved in the implementation of medium-term activities and development of the Agency.
[8 September 2009]
V. Property and Financial Resources of the Agency
15. The financial resources of the Agency shall consist of:

15.1. State budget subsidies from general revenue;

15.2. revenues from the paid services provided by the Agency;

15.3. donations and gifts; and

15.4. foreign financial assistance.

16. The Agency shall handle the property transferred into the possession thereof in accordance with the procedures specified in Section 16 of the Public Agencies Law. 

17. The Agency is entitled to take loans and enter into leasing agreements in accordance with the procedures specified by the Law On Budgetary and Financial Management upon the permission of the Minister for Finance.  Prior to receiving permission from the Minister for Finance regarding the referred to transactions the Agency shall co-ordinate the prepared documentation with the Ministry of Economics.

VI. Provision of Rule of Law in the Operation of the Agency and Presentation of Reports
18. Decisions and the actual action of the Agency employees may be contested by submitting the relevant submission to the director of the Agency.

19. The administrative deeds issued by the director of the Agency and the actual action may be contested in the Ministry of Economics. The decisions of the Ministry of Economics may be appealed in a court.

20. At least once a year the Agency shall give to the Minister for Economics a report regarding the performance of Agency functions and the utilisation of the budget resources in accordance with the procedures and within the time limit specified in the management agreement.

VII. Closing Provision
21. The Cabinet Regulation No. 387 of 27 August 2002, By-law for the Latvian Tourism Development Agency (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2002, No. 121; 2003, No. 63) is repealed.
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