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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 94

Adopted 27 February 2001

Forest Land Transformation Procedures

Issued pursuant to Section 42, Paragraph two of the Law on Forests and Section 4, Paragraph four of the Gauja National Park Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the conditions for forest land transformation (hereinafter – transformation) and the procedures for obtaining forest land transformation permits (hereinafter – transformation permits), and the procedures for calculation and compensation of losses caused to the State by destruction of the natural forest environment due to transformation.

2. An action due to which a forest is destroyed at any stage of its development shall be regarded as destruction of the natural forest environment.

3. After a survey of the area to be transformed, transformation may be initiated by:

3.1. the owner of the forest;

3.2. the lawful possessor of the forest; or

3.3. another person – after co-ordination in writing with the owner or the lawful possessor of the forest.

4. Funds obtained from the compensation of losses caused to the State as a result of destruction of the natural forest environment in the transformable forest areas of the owner or the lawful possessor of forest shall be paid into the basic State budget.

II. Conditions for Transformation and Procedures for Obtaining a Transformation Permit

5. If required, transformation may be carried out:

5.1. for the construction of buildings, motor roads, railways, power lines, communication lines, pipelines, quarries, reservoirs (with the exception of locations of water intakes) and other facilities;

5.2. for establishment of plantations for the production of tree seed and forest planting stock, nurseries as well as for clearing land for agricultural use; or

5.3. for the renewal of specially protected biotopes.

6. Transformation is permitted if:

6.1. other land cannot be utilised for the necessary activities;

6.2. it does not impair operation of the existing infrastructure in the parcel of land to be transformed and parcels of land adjacent to it; or

6.3. the transformation operations do not cause losses to inhabitants of land adjacent to the parcel of land to be transformed and after transformation the utilisation of servitudes or other encumbrances is not restricted.

7. An application for transformation of forest land (hereinafter – application for transformation) (Annex 1) shall be submitted to the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service in whose territory the forest land to be transformed is located.
8. Each application for transformation shall be accompanied by an annex containing the following documents:
8.1. a copy of the cadastre map (graphical representation of the land unit), a plan of the boundaries of the land unit, a site plan of the land unit or a forest land plan in which the parcel of forest to be transformed is marked;
8.2. descriptive indicators of the forest sections to be transformed;

8.3. justification for the necessity of transformation;

8.4. justification for utilisation of the forest land areas to be transformed (draft sketches with a plan of engineering communications or technical project); and

8.5. written co-ordination document with the owner or the lawful possessor of the forest if the initiator of the transformation is the person referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.3 of these Regulations.

9. If an application for transformation is being submitted for the renewal of specially protected biotopes, such application shall be accompanied by an annex containing the following documents:

9.1. an opinion of the regional environmental board regarding the necessity for the transformation; and

9.2. the documents referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations.

10. In order to obtain an opinion, the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service shall send a copy of the application for transformation together with a copy of the annex to the relevant city council, county council or parish council, or to the regional environmental board in whose territory the forest land to be transformed is located.

11. If the forest land to be transformed is located in a specially protected nature territory, the relevant regional forest office of the State Forest Service shall co-ordinate it with:

11.1. the administration of the relevant territory if such has been established;

11.2. if the area to be transformed is located in the territory of the Gauja National Park, the administration of the Gauja National Park, which administration shall issue a written permit;

11.3. the relevant cityc ouncil, county council or parish council; and

11.4. if the transformation of forest land is related to the construction of facilities which in accordance with the Law on the Environmental Impact Assessment require an environmental impact assessment, the relevant regional environmental board.

12. The city council, county council or parish council shall in its opinion evaluate the conformity of the application for transformation to the territorial plan.

13. The regional environmental board shall in its opinion evaluate the suitability and justification of the forest land to be transformed for renewal of the specially protected biotopes.

14. A city council, county council or parish council, as well as the regional environmental board, shall submit a relevant opinion to the State Forest Service within a 15-day period from the date of receipt of copies of the documents referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations.

15. The State regional forest office of the State Forest Service, within a 30-day period from receipt of an application for a transformation, shall take a decision regarding the issuance of a permit for transformation (a document issued by the State Forestry Service confirming the legality of the transformation of the forest land) or refusal to issue a permit for transformation, and within 10-day period from the taking of a decision shall forward copy of the decision to the initiator of the transformation and the regional department of the State Land Service.

16. The term of validity of a permit for transformation is two years. If within this period the transformation has not been started, the term of validity may be extended for two years. If within the extended term of validity the transformation has also not been started, the permit for transformation shall cease to be in effect, with the exception of transformation permits for infrastructure reconstruction and development projects which are being implemented in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the General Construction Work Regulations.

17. A transformation permit for infrastructure reconstruction and development projects shall be issued for five years and it may be extended for five years. If the transformation has not been started also within the extended term of validity, the permit for transformation shall cease to be in effect.

18. An initiator of forest land transformation (hereinafter – initiator of transformation) shall commence the forest land transformation after:
18.1. a boundary is cut for the area to be transformed;

18.2. a permit for transformation has been received;

18.3. the compensation for losses caused by destruction of the natural forest environment has been paid; and

18.4. in cases prescribed by regulatory enactments, certification for tree felling is obtained.

19. Transformation shall be regarded as completed when:

19.1. the initiator of transformation has submitted to the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service information regarding operations performed in the territory to be transformed;

19.2. the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service has carried out a site examination and has determined that the utilisation of the area to be transformed conforms to the purpose set out in the transformation permit;

19?.3. the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service has delivered an opinion regarding conformity of the information referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.1 of these Regulations to the situation on site; and
19.4. the regional department of the State Land Service has made changes in the State cadastre of immovable property on the basis of the submission of the initiator of the transformation which submission is accompanied by a copy of the decision regarding the issuance of a forest land transformation permit, as well as copies of plans of the parcel of land to be transformed and of the opinion referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.3 of these Regulations.

20. Expenditures for issuing a transformation permit shall be covered by the initiator of the transformation.

III. Procedures for Calculation and Compensation of Losses

21. Losses caused to the State by destruction of the natural forest environment as a result of transformation shall be calculated by the State regional forest office of the State Forest Service prior to the issue of a transformation permit.

22. Losses shall be calculated as follows:

Z = S x R tv x Dmin x K, where

Z – losses caused to the State (Ls);
S – area of land to be transformed (ha);
R tv – relative value of the natural forest environment depending on the type of forest (Annex 2)
1

( --- ) ;
ha
Dmin – the minimum monthly salary determined in the State (Ls); and
K - coefficient depending on the limitations on economic activity in nature protection sites and the purpose of transformation (Annex 3).
23. When transforming forest land within the administrative boundaries of a city, compensation for losses shall be increased threefold.

IV. Closing Provision

24. The following are repealed:

24.1. Cabinet Regulation No. 325 of 13 August 1996, On the Compensation for Losses to Forestry due to Transformation or Deterioration of Quality of Forest Land (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, 139, No. 228/229/230); and

24.2. Cabinet regulation No. 462 of 24 December 1996, On Amendments to Cabinet Regulation No. 325 of 13 August 1996 due to Transformation or Deterioration of Quality of Forest Land (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 228/229/230). 
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These Regulations come into force on 3 March 2001.
Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 94

27 February 2001

Application for Forest Land Transformation
 

	Initiator of Transformation
	
	 

	 

(given name, surname and personal identity number of natural person orname and registration number of legal person)

	Address
	
	


(In rural areas)

	Please issue a permit to transform
	
	
	
	
	
	forest land in ownership or
	
	

	in lawful possession in
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	district

	
	
	county
	
	
	
	
	parish
	

	
	
	
	
	
	farm.
	
	
	


(In cities)

	Please issue a permit to transform
	
	 
	
	forest land in ownership or
	

	in lawful possession in
	
	
	 
	
	city

	address
	
	
	
	
	


	State cadastre No. of the immovable property
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Areas of forest land to be transformed


	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	ha, including:
	

	 
	 sq.
	
	 


	
	
	
	section
	 
	 ha

	 
	 sq.
	
	 
	
	
	
	section
	 
	 ha

	 
	 sq.
	
	 
	
	
	
	section
	 
	 ha

	undeveloped forests
	
	 
	
	 ha
	
	
	
	
	


 

	Justification for ransformation
	 

	 

(note regarding existence of draft sketch or technical proposal)


Appended:

1. Copy of cadastre map (M 1:10 000), boundary plan of the land unit or site plan of the land unit (underline the appropriate one).

2. Copy of forest land plan (M 1:10 000).

3. Descriptive indicators of the forest sections to be transformed.

4. Justification for the transformation.

5. Justification for the utilisation of the forest land areas to be transformed (draft sketches with an engineering communications plan or a technical proposal).

6. Written co-ordination documentWritten co-ordination with the forest owner or lawful possessor (if the initiator of transformation is another person).

7. Opinion of the regional environmental board regarding the necessity of transformation (if the submission is for renewal of specially protected biotopes).

 

	Applicant
	

	(given name, surname and signature of natural person or name, surname, position and signature of representative of legal person)


 

_____.year _____._____________________
Minister for Agriculture






A. Slakteris

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 94

27 February 2001

Relative Value of One Hectare of Natural Forest Environment Depending on Type of Forest (l/ha)

	Type of forest growing conditions
	Dominant tree species
	Clearings
	Age of dominant tree species of the forest stand (years)

	
	
	
	<10
	20
	30
	40
	50
	60
	70
	80
	90
	100
	110
	120

	1
	2
	3
	4


	5


	6


	7


	8


	9


	10


	11


	12


	13


	14


	15



	Cladinoso Callunosa
	Pine (P)
	2
	3
	6
	15
	26
	34
	40
	46
	52
	56
	60
	63
	65*

	Vacciniosa
	Pine (P)
	2
	4
	12
	20
	34
	45
	54
	63
	70
	76
	80*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	2
	4
	8
	14
	31
	46
	62
	76
	88*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	1
	2
	4
	8
	25
	38
	51
	63
	73*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Myrtillosa
	Pine (P)
	6
	11
	17
	28
	48
	61
	73
	84
	93
	100
	106*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	3
	6
	11
	20
	43
	63
	83
	101
	116*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hylocomiosa
	Pine (P)
	7
	14
	23
	38
	63
	79
	93
	105
	115
	123
	130*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Larch (L)
	5
	10
	16
	28
	58
	85
	110
	132
	150
	195*
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	4
	7
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Oak (O)
	11
	22
	36
	59
	87
	116
	141
	163
	185
	206
	225
	243
	238*

	 
	Aspen (A)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	17*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White Alder (WA)
	2
	3
	6
	12*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Oxalidosa
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Larch (L)
	5
	10
	16
	28
	58
	85
	110
	132
	150
	195*
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	4
	7
	10
	21
	45
	60
	73
	85*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Oak (O)
	11
	22
	36
	59
	87
	116
	141
	163
	185
	206
	225
	243
	238*

	 
	Aspen (A)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	17*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ash(Ah)
	8
	16
	27
	49
	72
	90
	107
	115
	124*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White Alder (WA)
	2
	3
	6
	12*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Aegopodiosa
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Larch (L)
	5
	10
	16
	28
	58
	85
	110
	132
	150
	195*
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	4
	7
	10
	21
	45
	60
	73
	85*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Common alder (CA)
	2
	4
	7
	13
	36
	48
	53
	59*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Oak (O)
	11
	22
	36
	59
	87
	116
	141
	163
	185
	206
	225
	243
	238*

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	8
	16
	27
	49
	72
	90
	107
	115
	124*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	17*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White Alder (WA)
	2
	3
	6
	12*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Callunoso-sphagnosa
	Pine (P)
	1
	2
	6
	10
	18
	23
	28
	32
	36
	39
	41
	43
	45*

	 
	Birch (B)
	1
	2
	3
	6
	13
	17
	21
	24*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vaccinioso-sphagnosa
	Pine (P)
	2
	3
	6
	15
	26
	34
	40
	46
	52
	56
	60
	63
	65*

	 
	Birch (B)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	19
	26
	32
	37*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Myrtilloso-sphagnosa
	Pine (P)
	2
	4
	12
	20
	34
	45
	54
	63
	70
	76
	80*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	2
	4
	8
	14
	31
	46
	62
	76
	88*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	27
	36
	44
	51*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Myrtilloso politichosa
	Fir (F)
	3
	6
	11
	20
	43
	63
	83
	101
	116*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Pine (P)
	1
	2
	6
	15
	26
	34
	40
	46
	52
	56
	60*
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Oak (O)
	11
	22
	36
	59
	87
	116
	141
	  163
	185
	206
	225
	243
	238*

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	5
	10
	17
	30
	45
	61
	74
	84
	93*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Common alder (CA)
	1
	2
	4
	7
	21
	27
	31
	34*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	WWWhite Alder (WA)
	1
	2
	4
	9*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dryopteriosa
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Common alder (CA)
	1
	2
	5
	10
	30
	40
	48
	57*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	5
	10
	17
	30
	45
	61
	74
	84
	93*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Oak (O)
	11
	22
	36
	59
	87
	116
	141
	163
	185
	206
	225
	243
	238*

	 
	White Alder (WA)
	1
	2
	4
	9*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Sphagnosa
	Pine (P)
	1
	2
	6
	10
	18
	23
	28
	32
	36
	39
	41
	43
	45*

	Caricoso-phragmitosa
	Pine (P)
	2
	3
	6
	15
	26
	34
	40
	46
	52
	56
	60
	63
	65*

	 
	Fir (F)
	2
	3
	5
	10
	22
	33
	45
	56
	66*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	19
	26
	32
	37*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dryopterioso-caricosa
	Birch (B)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	27
	36
	44
	51*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Common alder (CA)
	1
	2
	4
	7
	21
	27
	31
	34*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	2
	4
	8
	10
	22
	33
	45
	56
	66*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Filipendulosa
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Common alder (BA)
	1
	2
	5
	10
	30
	40
	48
	57*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	5
	10
	17
	30
	45
	61
	74
	84
	93*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White Alder (WA)
	1
	2
	4
	9*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Callunosa mel.
	Pine (P)
	2
	3
	6
	15
	26
	34
	40
	46
	52
	56
	60
	63
	65*

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	3
	6
	10*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	19
	26
	32
	37*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vacciniosa mel.
	Pine (P)
	2
	4
	12
	20
	34
	45
	54
	63
	70
	76
	80*
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	27
	36
	44
	51*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	14*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	2
	4
	8
	14
	31
	46
	62
	76
	88*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Callunosa turf. Mel.
	Pine (P)
	2
	4
	17
	20
	34
	45
	54
	63
	70
	76
	80*
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vacciniosa turf. mel.
	Pine (P)
	1
	2
	17
	28
	48
	61
	73
	84
	93
	100
	106*
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Myrtillosa mel.
	Pine (P)
	1
	2
	17
	28
	48
	61
	73
	84
	93
	100
	106*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	3
	6
	11
	20
	43
	63
	83
	101
	116*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Myrtillosa turf. mel.
	Pine (P)
	7
	14
	23
	38
	63
	79
	93
	105
	115
	123
	130*
	 
	 

	 
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	4
	7
	10
	21
	45
	60
	73
	85*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


	Mer curaliosa turf. mel.
	Egle (E)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	3
	5
	8
	16
	36
	48
	58
	68*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	1
	2
	4
	9
	13*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	5
	10
	17
	30
	45
	61
	74
	84
	93
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Oxalidosa turf. mel.
	Fir (F)
	5
	9
	16
	27
	55
	81
	105
	126
	143*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Birch (B)
	4
	7
	10
	21
	45
	60
	73
	85*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aspen (A)
	2
	3
	6
	12
	17*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Ash (Ah)
	8
	16
	27
	49
	72
	90
	107
	115
	124*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Overflowing clearings
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marshes
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Glades
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes.

1. If any of the types of forest growing conditions has another dominant tree species which is not included in the table, calculations shall be made by utilising those tree species which are equivalent to the dominant tree species with respect to the value of wood in the relevant type of forest growing conditions. Beech shall be equivalent to oak, while linden, elm, flattering elm, and the hornbeam – to birch.

2. To determine the dominant tree species in clearings, the previous dominant tree species of the forest stand shall be utilised.

3. * Also in older stands.

Minister for Agriculture
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Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation No. 94

27 February 2001

Coefficient Depending on Limitations on Forest Land Economic Activities in Nature Protection Sites and Purpose of Transformation

	1.
	Nature protection sites


	1.1.
	micro-reserves
	5.0

	1.2.
	specially protected forest areas
	

	1.3.
	forests within the administrative boundaries of cities
	

	1.4.
	restricted activity nature reserve zones
	

	1.5.
	protective coastal zone of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga
	

	1.6.
	restricted economic activity zone of the protective coastal zone of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga
	

	
	
	4.0

	1.7.
	forest clumps
	

	1.8.
	marsh and lake islands
	

	1.9.
	alluvial land of flowing water bodies and water bodies
	

	1.10.
	protective zones along wetlands
	

	1.11.
	nature parks
	3.0

	1.12.
	nature monuments
	

	1.13.
	cultural heritage zones
	

	1.14.
	landscape protection zones
	

	1.15.
	buffer zones of nature reserves
	

	1.16.
	protective zones for environmental and natural resources protection, except the coastal protective zone of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga
	

	
	
	

	1.17.
	neutral zones
	2.0

	1.18.
	operation, sanitary and safety protective zones
	

	1.19.
	other forests
	1.0

	2.
	Purpose of forest land transformation:
	


	2.1.
	development of plantations for the production of tree seed
	0

	2.2.
	renewal of specially protected biotopes
	

	2.3.
	implementation of infrastructure projects included in the State investment programme, as well as investment projects financed or co-financed from the State or local government budgetary resources
	


Note.
If several economic activity restrictions apply to one and the same territory, calculations shall be made by taking into account the strictest limitation.

Minister for Agriculture
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