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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet
Regulation No. 942

Adopted 21 November 2006
Regulations regarding the Essential Requirements for Lighters and Procedures for Monitoring Thereof
Issued pursuant to
Section 7, Paragraph one
of the Law on Conformity Assessment 
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements for lighters and the procedures for monitoring the compliance with these requirements.
2. These Regulations shall not apply to those refillable lighters for which producers provide on request to the market surveillance institution the documentation substantiating that the lighters are designed, manufactured and placed on the market such as to ensure continual lighter safety for at least five years, allowing the option of the repair of such, and the lighters fulfil the following requirements:
2.1. each lighter has a written guarantee from the producer of at least two years according to the requirements prescribed in the regulatory enactments regulating the protection of consumer rights;
2.2. it is possible to repair such (including the ignition mechanism) and safely refill them over the entire lifetime; and
2.3. parts that are not consumable after the guarantee period may be replaced or repaired by an authorised or specialised after-sales service centre based in the European Economic Area.
3. A lighter shall mean a manually operated flame-producing device, manufactured with an integral container of fuel, whether intended to be refuelled or not. Lighters are normally used for igniting cigarettes, cigars and pipes and may be used to ignite materials such as paper, wicks, candles and lanterns. 
[27 March 2007]
4. A novelty lighter shall mean a manually operated flame-producing device that resembles another object, commonly recognised as appealing to or intended for use by children, and that may pose a high risk if children misuse such lighters. The shape of novelty lighters may resemble for example, cartoon characters, toys, guns, watches, telephones, musical instruments, vehicles, human body or parts of the human body, animals, food or beverages, and they may have entertaining features (musical notes, flashing lights, moving objects).
II. Requirements for Lighter Producers and Distributors
5. It shall be prohibited to place novelty lighters on the market.
6. It shall be prohibited to place lighters on the market which are not child-resistant. Child resistant lighters are lighters that cannot under normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of use be operated by children younger than 51 months of age because of the force needed to operate it, or its design, the protection of its ignition mechanism or the ignition safety is sufficiently complex. Child resistant lighters shall conform to one of the following requirements:
6.1. the essential specifications for the quality, safety and resistance of lighters specified by the standard LVS EN ISO 9994:2007 “Lighters – Safety specification” and the requirements specified by standard LVS EN 13869:2007 “Lighters – Child-resistance for lighters – Safety requirements and test methods” (except the specifications specified by Sub-paragraphs 3.1, 3.4 and 5.2.3 of the Standard); and
6.2. such requirements of national regulatory enactments that are in force in countries that are not European Economic Area Member States if the referred to regulatory enactments define equivalent requirements for child-resistant lighters.
[14 August 2007]
7. In order to place lighters on the market, producers shall observe the following conditions:
7.1. using appropriate testing methods, continuously monitor conformity of the lighters produced with the technical solutions adopted, compile a declaration of conformity and maintain at the disposal of the market surveillance institution the production records and declaration of conformity in order to show that all lighters produced conform to the model tested.  A model lighter shall be presumed to be lighters from the same producer that do not differ in design or other characteristics in any manner that may affect child-resistance;
7.2. shall keep and provide on request without delay to the market surveillance institution a testing report for each model of lighter with samples of the lighters of the tested model and certify the child-resistance of the model of lighters placed on the market;
7.3. upon request by the market surveillance institution to attest that all lighters in each of the batches placed on the market conform to the model tested and provide upon request to the market surveillance institution the documentation regarding the testing and control programme supporting such an attestation; and
7.4. keep and provide upon request without delay to the market surveillance institution a new testing report regarding lighter conformity with the child-resistance requirements, if any changes are made to a model of lighter that may adversely affect the ability of the model to meet the requirements of these Regulations.
8. The testing of lighters in order to specify the conformity thereof with child-resistance requirements is the methodical resistance test of conformity of the relevant model of lighter, and in which the relevant model of lighter is utilised. Tests shall be performed, for example, according to the standard LVS EN 13869:2007 “Lighters – Child-resistance for lighters – Safety requirements and test methods (except the specifications referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.1, 3.4 and 5.2.3 of the Standard) or according to the requirements of such national regulatory enactments that are in force in countries that are not European Economic Area Member States if the referred to regulatory enactments define equivalent requirements for child-resistant lighters.
[14 August 2007]
9. In order to ensure traceability of the producer of the lighters, the distributors shall keep and upon request without delay provide to the market surveillance institution the documentation necessary to identify any person from whom they have been supplied with the lighters they place on the market.
10. Lighters for which producers and distributors have not provided the documentation specified in Paragraphs 7 and 9 of these Regulations within the deadline fixed by the market surveillance institution, the market surveillance institution shall be entitled to withdraw from the market.
III. Evaluation of Lighter Conformity and Market Surveillance
11. The testing reports specified in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations shall include:
11.1. the name, legal address and principal place of business of the manufacturer (regardless of the location of the manufacturer) and importer (if the manufacturer is not registered in European Economic Area states); and,
11.2. a complete description of the lighter (indicating size, shape, weight, fuel, fuel capacity, ignition mechanism, as well as child-resistance devices and their design, technical solutions and other features that make the lighter child-resistant according to the requirements of these Regulations). This shall also include a detailed description of all dimensions, force requirements or other features that could affect the child-resistance of the lighter, including the manufacturer’s tolerances for each such feature;
11.3. a detailed description of the tests and of the results obtained, the dates of the tests, the location where the tests have been performed, the name of the testing institution and a detailed description of the qualification and competence of such institution to conduct the tests concerned;
11.4. the identification of the place where the lighters are or have been manufactured;
11.5. the location where the documentation specified in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations is kept; and
11.6. the identification of the accreditation or recognition of the testing institution.
12. The testing reports shall be compiled by:
12.1. laboratories which have been accredited by the State Agency “Latvijas Nacionālais akreditācijas birojs” [Latvian National Accreditation Bureau] according to the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005 “General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories for the testing of lighters for child-resistance, and regarding which the Ministry of Economics has published a notice in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of the Republic of Latvia], or a notified institution of another Member State; or
12.2. testing institutions, the testing reports of which regarding lighter conformity with child-resistance requirements are recognised in countries that are not European Economic Area Member States, and equivalent requirements to these Regulations for child-resistant lighters are specified in the regulatory enactments of the relevant country.
13. Market surveillance shall be performed by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre.
13.1 In performing market surveillance, the officials of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre are entitled to:


13.1.1. control and supervise the conformity of lighters placed on the market to the requirements of these Regulations;

13.1.2. request and receive without charge information, which is necessary for the performance of the supervision of the requirements specified in these Regulations; and


13.1.3. request and receive without charge samples of lighters and to organise the expert-examination thereof in order to determine the conformity of the lighters to the requirements of these Regulations.

[14 August 2007]

13.2 Expenditures regarding the expert-examination of lighters shall be covered in conformity with regulatory enactments regarding the safety of goods and services.

[14 August 2007]

IV. Closing Provisions
14. It shall be permitted to sell those lighters that do not conform to the requirements of these Regulations up to 11 March 2008 if the lighters are placed on the market up to the date of the coming into force of these Regulations and it is possible verify this with relevant documentation.
[14 August 2007]

15. These Regulations shall come into force on 11 March 2007.
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