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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet

Regulation No. 592
Adopted 9 August 2005
Procedures by which Notifications regarding Dangerous and Polluting Ship Cargoes are Provided
Issued pursuant to
Section 36, Paragraph three of the
Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law
I. General Provisions
1. This Regulation prescribes the procedures by which reports regarding dangerous and polluting ship cargoes are provided.
2. This Regulation shall be applied to ships the gross tonnage of which is 300 or more unless it has been otherwise specified in this Regulation.
3. Terms used in this Regulation are the following:
3.1. address – the name and communications channels of an operator, agent, port authority, competent authority, or any other authorised person or organisation, whereby contact maybe made, if necessary, with such operator, agent, port authority, competent authority, or any other authorised person or organisation, in order to receive detailed information regarding the cargo of a ship;
3.2. agent – any person that is authorised to provide information on behalf of the operator of a ship;
3.3. dangerous goods:
3.3.1. goods classified in the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (hereinafter – IMDG code);
3.3.2. liquid cargoes specified in Chapter 17 of the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (hereinafter – IBC Code);
3.3.3. liquefied gas cargoes specified in Chapter 19 of the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (hereinafter – IGC Code);
3.3.4. solid substances specified in Group B of the International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargos Code (hereinafter – IMSBC Code); and
3.3.5. cargoes for the carriage of which the conditions have been specified in accordance with Paragraph 1.1.3. of the IBC Code or Paragraph 1.1.6. of the IGC Code;
3.4. competent authority – an institution or organisation that a European Union Member State has assigned so that it could fulfil the tasks specified thereto in accordance with Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2002 establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system and repealing Council Directive 93/75/EEC;

3.4.1 shipper – a natural person or a legal person which has entered into a contract with the cargo carrier regarding transportation of dangerous and polluting goods or on behalf of which such a contract has been entered into;
3.5. cargo transport unit – a road freight vehicle, a railway freight wagon, a freight container, a road tank vehicle, a railway wagon, or a portable tank;
3.6. shipping commercial company – a company within the meaning of the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and Chapter IX, Regulation 1, Paragraph 2 of the 1988 Protocol thereof;
3.7. operator – an owner or a possessor of a ship;
3.8. polluting goods:
3.8.1. oil defined in Annex I to the 1973 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships and the 1978 Protocol thereof (hereinafter – MARPOL Convention);
3.8.2. noxious liquid substances defined in Annex II to the MARPOL Convention; and
3.8.3. harmful substances defined in Annex III to the MARPOL Convention;

3.9. SSN System – a system for vessel traffic monitoring and information data exchange in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the system for ship traffic monitoring and information data exchange; and
3.10. scheduled service – a series of voyages of a ship operated so as to serve traffic between the same two or more ports, either according to a published timetable or with voyages so regular or frequent that they constitute a recognizable and systematic series of voyages.
[28 December 2010]
4. If it is not specified otherwise, this Regulation shall not apply to:
4.1. warships, floating auxiliary devices (naval auxiliary) and other vessels used in non-commercial (State) service;
4.2. fishing vessels, traditional ships (historical ships of any type (also ships intended for promotion and popularisation of traditional trades and shipping) and copies thereof that are operational cultural objects and that are operated in accordance with the traditional principles and methods of navigation) and recreational ships the length of which does not exceed 45 metres; and
4.3. bunker oil loaded on a ship (less than 1000 tons), ship supplies and equipment that are used on the ship.
[28 December 2010]
II. Notification Procedures
5. [28 December 2010]
6. No dangerous or polluting goods may be transferred or accepted for carriage on board of a ship, irrespective of its size, unless a declaration of the shipper has been delivered to the operator, agent or master of the ship before the goods are loaded on board, containing the following information:
6.1. the information referred to in Paragraph 2 of the Annex to this Regulation;
6.2. for the substances referred to in Annex I to the MARPOL Convention – the Material Safety Data Sheet (hereinafter – MSDS) detailing the physico-chemical characteristics of the products, including, where applicable, their viscosity expressed in cSt at 50°C and their density at 15°C, as well as the other data contained in the MSDS in accordance with Resolution MSC.286(86) of the International Maritime Organization (hereinafter – IMO), Recommendations for Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for MARPOL Annex I Oil Cargo and Oil Fuel; and

6.3. the emergency numbers of the shipper or any other person or body in possession of information on the physico-chemical characteristics of the products and on the actions to be taken in emergency cases.

[28 December 2010]
6.1 If a ship carrying dangerous or polluting goods comes from a port outside the European Union and wishes to enter a port of Latvia or to anchor in the territorial sea or inland waters of the Republic of Latvia, it shall have the declaration referred to in Paragraph 6 of this Regulation on board thereof.
[28 December 2010]
7. A shipper shall submit to the master or the operator the declaration referred to in Paragraph 6 of this Regulation and shall be responsible for the fact that the cargo transferred for carriage is the declared cargo.

[28 December 2010]
7.1 Upon the request of the relevant competent authorities, the master or operator of the ship, or the owner of dangerous or polluting goods carried on board shall send the declaration referred to in Paragraph 6 of this Regulation.
[28 December 2010]
8. If a ship (irrespective of its size) that carries dangerous or polluting goods leaves a port of Latvia or a place of anchorage in the territorial sea or inland waters of the Republic of Latvia, the operator, agent or master of the ship has a duty to notify to the Harbour Master of the relevant or the nearest port and the Maritime Rescue and Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) of the Naval Forces Flotilla (hereinafter – Co-ordination Centre) the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation not later than at the time of departure.
[28 December 2010]

9. If a ship (irrespective of its size) that carries dangerous or polluting goods comes from a port located outside the European Union and wishes to enter a port of Latvia or to anchor in the territorial sea or inland waters of the Republic of Latvia, the operator, agent or master of the ship has a duty to notify to the Harbour Master of the port and the Co-ordination Centre the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation not later than at the time of departure of the ship from the loading port or at the time the port of destination or the place of anchorage becomes known (if such a port or place of anchorage has not been known at the time of departure).
[28 December 2010]

10. [28 December 2010]
11. The operator, agent or master of the ship shall provide the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation to the Harbour Master of the port and the Co-ordination Centre by submitting it to the national SSN System in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the system for ship traffic monitoring and information data exchange.
[28 December 2010]

III. Computerised Exchange of Data Among European Union Member States
12. A data transmission system and transmission of data shall comply with the following requirements:
12.1. data exchange shall be ensured electronically, enabling to receive and process the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation;
12.2. the system shall ensure the exchange of information 24 hours a day; and
12.3. upon request, through the SSN System, and if needed for the purpose of maritime safety or security or the protection of the maritime environment, it shall be possible to send information regarding the ship and the dangerous or polluting goods on board to the competent authority of another Member State without delay.
[15 November 2005; 28 December 2010]

13. Electronic exchange of data among the competent authorities of Latvia and other European Union Member States shall take place in accordance with the Interface Control Document developed by the European Commission.
IV. Exemption from the Duty to Notify Information
14. If scheduled service between ports of Latvia is provided, port authorities, after co-ordination with the Co-ordination Centre, may exempt individual ships from the duty referred to in Paragraphs 8 and 9 of this Regulation to notify the relevant information if the following conditions are fulfilled:
14.1. a shipping commercial company that provides the referred to scheduled service keeps and updates a list of ships and sends it to the relevant Harbour Master of the port and to the Co-ordination Centre;
14.2. the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation regarding each voyage performed is available electronically 24 hours a day to the Harbour Master of the port and the Co-ordination Centre immediately after the receipt of a request;

14.3. a shipping commercial company that provides the referred to scheduled service, using any means of communication available, notifies the Harbour Master of the port regarding any deviation from the estimated time of arrival of the ship at the port if such a deviation is three hours or more;

14.4. it is intended that the scheduled service will be provided with the relevant ship for at least one month; and
14.5. the duration of individual voyages of the relevant ship within the scope of the scheduled service does nod exceed 12 hours.
[28 December 2010]

15. If international scheduled service is provided between a port of Latvia and one or several ports of the European Union Member States, or ports located outside the European Union, port authorities, after co-ordination with the Co-ordination Centre and the ports of the involved European Union Member States, may exempt the relevant providers of international scheduled service from the duty referred to in Paragraphs 8 and 9 of this Regulation to notify the relevant information if the conditions referred to in Paragraph 14 of this Regulation are fulfilled.

[28 December 2010]
16. Port authorities shall immediately notify the Latvian Maritime Administration if the information referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Annex to this Regulation is not to be provided in the case referred to in Paragraphs 14 and 15 of this Regulation.
[15 November 2005]

17. The Latvian Maritime Administration shall regularly check whether the conditions referred to in Paragraphs 14 and 15 of this Regulation are being fulfilled. If at least one of such conditions is not being fulfilled, an exemption from the duty to notify the relevant information shall be withdrawn for the relevant shipping commercial company.
18. The Latvian Maritime Administration shall establish a list of such shipping commercial companies and ships that are exempted from the duty to notify the relevant information in accordance with Paragraphs 14 and 15 of this Regulation, as well as shall make amendments to the referred to list and send the relevant information to the Ministry of Transport.
V. Closing Provisions
19. The Ministry of Transport shall send to the European Commission a list of such competent authorities, which receive the information referred to in this Regulation, any amendments that have been made to the list, as well as the information received in accordance with Paragraph 18 of this Regulation.
Informative Reference to European Union Directives
This Regulation contains legal norms arising from:

1) Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2002 establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system and repealing Council Directive 93/75/EEC; and
2) Directive 2009/17/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 amending Directive 2002/59/EC establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system. 
[28 December 2010]
Acting for the Prime Minister,
Minister for Finance 




O. Spurdziņš
Minister for Transport 



A. Šlesers
Annex
 Cabinet Regulation No. 592

9 August 2005
Information to be Notified
1. [28 December 2010]
2. Information to be submitted in accordance with Paragraph 6 of this Regulation (cargo information):
2.1. the correct technical name of the dangerous or polluting goods, the United Nations (UN) number (if available);
2.2. the hazard class or category in accordance with the IMDG, IBC, IGC and IMSBC Code and, where appropriate, the class of a ship necessary for the cargoes referred to in the International Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (hereinafter – INF Code) in accordance with Regulation VII/14.2 of the SOLAS Convention, the quantity of such goods and the identification number of transport units if cargoes are transported in cargo transport units (except for tanks); and
2.3. the address where detailed information regarding the cargo may be obtained.
[28 December 2010]
3. Information to be notified in accordance with Paragraphs 8 and 9 of this Regulation (general information):
3.1. vessel identification (name, call sign, IMO identification number and MMSI number);
3.2. the next port;
3.3. for a vessel that leaves a port of Latvia: the estimated time of departure from the port and the estimated time of arrival at the next port;
3.4. for a ship that comes from a port located outside the European Union and wishes to enter a port of Latvia: the estimated time of arrival at the next port; and
3.5. the total number of persons aboard.
4. Cargo information:
4.1. the correct technical name of the dangerous or polluting goods and the UN number (if available);
4.2. the hazard class or category in accordance with the IMDG, IBC, IGC and IMSBC Code and, where appropriate, the class of a ship necessary for the cargoes referred to in the INF Code, the quantity of such goods and the identification number of transport units if the cargoes are transported in cargo transport units (except for tanks);
4.3. a confirmation that a list, a cargo manifest or a loading plan that provides detailed information regarding dangerous or polluting goods and their placement on the ship, is on board; and
4.4. the address where detailed information regarding the cargo may be obtained.
[28 December 2010]
Minister for Transport 



A. Šlesers
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