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Regulations Regarding the Welfare and Protection of Pet Animals


Issued pursuant to
Section 16.1 of the Animal Protection Law
[bookmark: n1][bookmark: n-1332023]

1. General Provisions
[bookmark: p1][bookmark: p-1332025]
1. This Regulation prescribes:
1.1. the requirements for holding locations, feeding, watering, physical activity, and transportation of pet animals (hereinafter – the animal);
1.2. the requirements for keeping a dog outdoors in the territory used by its owner or keeper (hereinafter – outdoors);
1.3. the requirements to be met so that a dog, cat, or ferret can stay outside the territory used by its owner or keeper (hereinafter – outside the territory of the owner);
1.4. the requirements for displaying animals at a public exhibition;
1.5. the cases where dog tethering is allowed.
[bookmark: n2][bookmark: n-1332037]
2. Requirements for Holding Locations, Feeding, Watering, Physical Activities, and Transportation of Animals
[bookmark: n2.1][bookmark: n-1332039]
2.1. General Requirements
[bookmark: p2][bookmark: p-1332041]
2. The holding location of an animal shall have a positive influence on the welfare and health of the animal and meet the following requirements:
2.1. the facilities and equipment shall be suitable for the species and breed of the animal to be accommodated, and the physiological and ethological needs of the animal shall be met;
2.2. a sleeping area and physical activity area shall be provided at the holding location;
2.3. it shall be protected from direct sunlight, adverse weather conditions, draughts, vibrations, and noise;
2.4. it shall be clean and disinfected as necessary;
2.5. it shall have appropriate insulation, such as thermal insulation, sound insulation, and waterproofing and shall be equipped with sound-dampening materials, heating, and ventilation, if necessary;
2.6. it shall be maintained at a temperature appropriate for a location of holding a puppy or kitten in accordance with Annex 1 to this Regulation;
2.7. the noise level at the holding location shall be adequate for the species and age group of the animal;
2.8. natural or artificial lighting shall be provided at the holding location. If natural lighting does not ensure an appropriate light-dark cycle, controlled lighting shall be installed according to the ethology of the animal.
[bookmark: p3][bookmark: p-1332059]
3. The animal shall be provided with constant free access to drinking water in a suitable container that cannot be tipped over by the animal, and the container shall be regularly cleaned and disinfected as necessary. When automatic watering systems are used, they shall be regularly checked, serviced, and flushed. If cages with seamless floor are used, care shall be taken to prevent the risk of flooding.
[bookmark: p4][bookmark: p-1332061]
4. The following requirements shall be met when feeding the animal:
4.1. the animals shall be provided with balanced feed at least once a day, ensuring that the form, content, and presentation of the feed correspond to the nutritional and behavioural needs, species, breed, age, physical activity, and physiology of the animal;
4.2. animal feed may contain only substances permitted for use in accordance with the laws and regulations regarding the circulation of animal feed;
4.3. a separate room or detached space shall be provided for storing feed, ensuring suitable conditions for storing feed in accordance with the requirements of the feed manufacturer (e.g. dry rooms, pallets or shelves for storing packages, appropriate temperature and humidity levels) in order to ensure the safety of the animal feed;
4.4. all feeding containers or other feeding accessories shall be cleaned regularly and disinfected as necessary.
[bookmark: p5][bookmark: p-1332071]
5. The animal shall be cared for according to its physiology and ethology in a manner that does not cause the animal pain, suffering, or injuries.
[bookmark: p6][bookmark: p-1332073]
6. If animals are accommodated in pairs or groups, the space and room shall be designed in a way so as to prevent the animals from competing for resources, including the space, sleeping area, physical activity area, toilet, water, and feed.
[bookmark: p7][bookmark: p-1332075]
7. If necessary, a toilet appropriate to the physiological and ethological needs of the animal shall be provided, and it shall be located separately from the resting area of the animal and shall be freely accessible to the animal. The toilet shall be maintained clean on a regular basis and disinfected as necessary.
[bookmark: p8][bookmark: p-1332077]
8. Physical activity and free movement shall be ensured to the animal according to its ethology and physiology, such as walking, running, playing, turning around, standing, standing on hind legs, wagging its tail, and lying down in a fully stretched body position.
[bookmark: p9][bookmark: p-1332079]
9. Equipment appropriate for the physiology and age of the animal shall be ensured, such as a harness, muzzle, collar, or other accessories that are sufficiently wide, free of spikes and sharp edges and do not cause choking, pain, suffering, or injuries to the animal.
[bookmark: p10][bookmark: p-1332081]
10. The area of a cage, crate, enclosure, or other confined area shall meet the physiological and ethological needs of the animal, and it shall be:
10.1. designed and arranged in a way so as to prevent the animal from sustaining injuries and escaping;
10.2. made of materials that are durable, safe, sustainable, easy to maintain in a good condition, with areas that are easy to clean and disinfect as necessary.
[bookmark: p11][bookmark: p-1332087]
11. The cage, crate, enclosure, or other confined area shall be kept free of animal excrement and cleaned at least once every 24 hours.
[bookmark: p12][bookmark: p-1332089]
12. The minimum area of the enclosure or other confined area for keeping a dog or cat is specified in Annex 2 to this Regulation.
[bookmark: p13][bookmark: p-1332091]
13. A dog and a cat shall not be held permanently in a cage or crate, nor on a balcony or loggia of a house.
[bookmark: p14][bookmark: p-1332093]
14. Free movement and the minimum area shall be ensured to a dog and a cat that are kept indoors in accordance with Annex 2 to this Regulation.
[bookmark: p15][bookmark: p-1332095]
15. A dog over the age of three months that is kept indoors, in an enclosure, or in another confined area shall be provided, at least twice a day, with a walk or run and other physical activity lasting at least 30 minutes according to its physiology.
[bookmark: p16][bookmark: p-1332097]
16. The animal shall be socialised with humans or other animals in a manner that meets the needs of the animal and also allows it to avoid human or other animal interaction if the relevant animal wishes so.
[bookmark: p17][bookmark: p-1332099]
17. The animal shall not be left in a vehicle without human presence if doing so could endanger the health or life of the animal itself, other animals, or humans.
[bookmark: p18][bookmark: p-1332101]
18. When transporting the animal by public transport, taxi, or a passenger vehicle used for carriage of passengers:
18.1. a dog wearing a muzzle shall be kept on a leash or, if unmuzzled, placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation of animals;
18.2. a cat or any other animal shall be placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation of the animal.
[bookmark: p19][bookmark: p-1332107]
19. An animal shall be transported in a vehicle in a manner that does not endanger the safety and health of humans and animals and that restricts the free movement of the animal in one of the following ways:
19.1. the animal shall be placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation and secured with a seat belt system to keep it in place on the seat;
19.2. the animal shall wear a harness attached to a special safety belt intended for use in a car;
19.3. the animal shall be placed in a luggage compartment separated from the passenger cabin of the vehicle;
19.4. the animal shall be placed in a special cage located in the luggage compartment of the vehicle;
19.5. the animal shall be placed in a special animal transport trailer equipped with ventilation, air conditioning, and heating.
[bookmark: n2.2][bookmark: n-1332119]
2.2. Special Requirements for Keeping Ferrets
[bookmark: p20][bookmark: p-1332121]
20. If a ferret is kept in a confined area:
20.1. only a wire cage or crate shall be used which does not restrict the physiological needs of the animal, does not cause injuries, and prevents the animal from escaping it;
20.2. the dimensions of the crate or cage shall be at least 60 x 80 x 45 centimetres;
20.3. the floor of the cage or crate shall be made of a seamless material;
20.4. the cage or crate shall have a nest where the ferret can hide and rest.
[bookmark: p21][bookmark: p-1332131]
21. If several ferrets are kept in one crate or cage, the area of the crate or cage shall be at least 0.35 square metres per animal, and the nest shall be large enough to accommodate all animals at once.
[bookmark: p22][bookmark: p-1332133]
22. Physical activity outside the crate or cage of at least three hours shall be ensured for the ferret on a daily basis.
[bookmark: n2.3][bookmark: n-1332135]
2.3. Special Requirements for Keeping Animals of Certain Species
[bookmark: p23][bookmark: p-1332137]
23. Pet birds shall be kept in cages or indoors. The size of the cage and its equipment (such as the perch, appropriately fine gravel) shall correspond to the bird species and breed.
[bookmark: p24][bookmark: p-1332139]
24. Pigeon-like birds shall be kept in cages or a specially constructed pigeon loft with perches and nesting shelves.
[bookmark: p25][bookmark: p-1332141]
25. Reptiles and amphibians shall be kept in terrariums and aqua-terrariums or specially equipped rooms, ensuring temperature, humidity, and lighting appropriate to the species.
[bookmark: p26][bookmark: p-1332143]
26. Chinchillas and other small mammals shall be kept in cages or crates. Rabbits shall not be kept permanently in a cage or crate. Cages and crates shall be equipped in such a way as to allow the animals to hide.
[bookmark: p27][bookmark: p-1332145]
27. Fish shall be kept in specially equipped aquariums that maintain water temperature, aeration, lighting, and stocking density appropriate to the relevant fish species. The aquarium shall be cleaned at least once every two weeks if it is not equipped with automatic filtration systems.
[bookmark: p28][bookmark: p-1332147]
28. Water supply to aquariums shall be adjusted to the physiological needs and tolerance of each fish, amphibian, and reptile species.
[bookmark: n3][bookmark: n-1332149]
3. Requirements for Keeping a Dog Outdoors
[bookmark: p29][bookmark: p-1332151]
29. A dog may be kept outdoors if its genotype or phenotype suggests that the dog is suitable for being kept in outdoor conditions without compromising its health or well-being.
[bookmark: p30][bookmark: p-1332153]
30. A dog shall be kept outdoors in one of the following ways: 
30.1. the part of the territory where the dog is present shall be completely delimited from the territory intended for public use (hereinafter – the delimited territory), and the following requirements shall be met:
30.1.1. the delimitation (e.g., a fence or barrier) shall correspond to the size of the dog and shall be high enough to prevent the dog from jumping over it or using the structure as steps, and no items shall be placed inside the delimitation that the dog could climb on to get over it;
30.1.2. the structure and materials of the delimitation shall be sufficiently durable and without damage to prevent the dog from breaking through and sticking its head (snout) outside the delimited territory;
30.1.3. the bottom of the delimitation shall be secured in such a way as to prevent the dog from escaping the delimited territory;
30.1.4. a warning sign indicating that a dog is present shall be placed at the entrance to the delimited territory;
30.2. the part of the territory where the dog is present shall be delimited by a radio fence.
[bookmark: p31][bookmark: p-1332166]
31. If the dog is kept outdoors, the following shall be ensured in addition to the requirements laid down in Sub-chapter 2.1 of this Regulation:
31.1. free access to the indoor sleeping area or a doghouse or kennel appropriate for the size of the dog which in terms of the length, height, and width shall exceed the body size of the dog by at least 30 centimetres and shall be equipped with a suitable floor covering;
31.2. adequately drained ground in the doghouse, kennel, enclosure, or any other confined area where the dog is present, to prevent the accumulation of water resulting from precipitation;
31.3. drinking water at least twice a day in accordance with Paragraph 3 of this Regulation. When the air temperature is below 0 °C, the drinking water shall be in a condition suitable for consumption and must not be frozen.
[bookmark: p32][bookmark: p-1332174]
32. If the dog is kept in an enclosure or another confined area, the following shall be ensured in addition to the requirements laid down in Sub-chapter 2.1 of this Regulation:
32.1. the minimum area of the enclosure in accordance with Annex 2 to this Regulation, excluding the dimensions of the doghouse or kennel referred to in Sub-paragraph 31.1 of this Regulation from the relevant area;
32.2. an enclosure with or without a floor covering. If a floor covering it used, it shall be seamless, even, and solid, it shall not be made of wire mesh and bars, and it shall not pose any risk to the health of the animal.
[bookmark: p33][bookmark: p-1332181]
33. The object (material, device, equipment) used for dog tethering shall correspond to the phenotype of the dog, allow the dog to move freely, it shall not cause discomfort and pain, and it shall meet one of the following requirements:
33.1. it shall be no shorter than five metres, and the rotating elements shall be connected at the collar;
33.2. it shall be no shorter than three metres, it shall slide along a wire with a length of at least five metres, and the rotating elements shall be connected at the collar and wire.
[bookmark: p34][bookmark: p-1332187]
34. If a dog born before 31 August 2023 and kept untethered is transferred to a new owner or keeper, the new owner or keeper shall ensure that the dog continues to be kept untethered.
[bookmark: p35][bookmark: p-1332189]
35. If a dog born before 31 August 2023 is kept tethered, the following shall be ensured for it in addition to the requirements laid down in Sub-chapter 2.1 of this Regulation:
35.1. a collar, harness, or other accessory fitted to the body of the dog which meets the requirements of Paragraph 9 of this Regulation, does not choke the dog, does not allow the dog to escape it on its own, and is to be checked regularly;
35.2. a doghouse or kennel in accordance with Sub-paragraph 31.1 of this Regulation;
35.3. walking or running and physical activity in accordance with Paragraph 15 of this Regulation;
35.4. socialisation in accordance with Paragraph 16 of this Regulation;
35.5. a territory free from obstacles to prevent the dog from becoming entangled or injured.
[bookmark: n4][bookmark: n-1332200]
4. Requirements to be Met for Keeping a Dog, Cat, or Ferret Outside the Territory of the Owner
[bookmark: p36][bookmark: p-1332203]
36. The owner or keeper of the animal shall ensure the supervision and control of the animal when it is outside the territory of the owner, except for the case referred to in Paragraph 41 of this Regulation.
[bookmark: p37][bookmark: p-1332205]
37. The animal shall be brought outside the territory of the owner only by a person who is capable of controlling and restraining the animal and of ensuring that the animal does not disturb or endanger humans or other animals.
[bookmark: p38][bookmark: p-1332207]
38. When present with an animal in a sales or public catering establishment, the rules of internal work procedures of the specific establishment shall be observed or:
38.1. the dog shall be kept on a leash or placed in a bag or container suitable for transportation;
38.2. other animals shall be placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation, except for cats that permanently reside in the sales or public catering establishment.
[bookmark: p39][bookmark: p-1332213]
39. A dog may be left unattended for no longer than one hour if it is tied on a leash of no longer than one metre and provided that it does not obstruct pedestrian or vehicle movement, does not pose a risk to the health or life of the dog, and does not endanger the safety of humans or other animals.
[bookmark: p40][bookmark: p-1332214]
40. If a dog, except for hunting breed dogs during hunting or dogs used for work or service duties, is located outside the territory of the owner:
40.1. it shall wear a collar, harness, or other accessory referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Regulation;
40.2. it shall be kept on a leash, except for in a designated dog walking area or in public places of cities and villages where such presence without a leash is permitted in accordance with the binding regulations of the relevant local government;
40.3. it is placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation if the administrative territory of the relevant local government is not designated as a location where being with a dog or being with an unleashed dog is permitted;
40.4. dog excrement shall be collected immediately after defecation.
[bookmark: p41][bookmark: p-1332225]
41. A sterilised cat over six months of age may be freely present outside the territory of the owner if the animal is marked with a microchip and registered in accordance with the procedures laid down in the laws and regulations regarding the registration of pet animals.
[bookmark: p42][bookmark: p-1332227]
42. A non-sterilised cat may be present outside the territory of the owner if one of the following requirements is met:
42.1. it wears a collar or harness and is kept on a leash meeting the requirements laid down in Paragraph 9 of this Regulation;
42.2. it is placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation.
[bookmark: p43][bookmark: p-1332233]
43. In order to ensure the safety of a ferret outside the territory of the owner, the animal shall wear a harness or other accessories referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Regulation and shall be kept on a leash or placed in a bag, container, or cage suitable for transportation.
[bookmark: n5][bookmark: n-1332234]
5. Requirements for Displaying Animals at a Public Exhibition
[bookmark: p44][bookmark: p-1332237]
44. The following animals shall not be allowed to participate in a public exhibition:
44.1. animals showing clinical signs of a disease;
44.2. females during the lactation period;
44.3. females in the second half of pregnancy, except for female dogs and cats whose pregnancy does not exceed 30 days;
44.4. young animals not yet weaned from their mother, except for kittens that have not yet been weaned from their mother but are aged between 2.5 and 3 months, if the owner of the cat presents a document confirming that the mother of a kitten has been vaccinated against rabies;
44.5. animals with ectoparasites.
[bookmark: p45][bookmark: p-1332249]
45. Dogs, cats, and ferrets marked and registered in accordance with the laws and regulations regarding the registration of pet animals may participate in a public exhibition, provided that they have been vaccinated against rabies:
45.1. in accordance with the instructions for use of the veterinary medicinal product;
45.2. no later than 21 days prior to the exhibition in case of the initial vaccination or if the interval since the previous vaccination exceeds the period specified in the instructions for use of the veterinary medicinal product.
[bookmark: p46][bookmark: p-1332255]
46. Cats shall be displayed in disinfected cages the area of which corresponds to the physiological and ethological needs of cats. Three sides of the cage shall be enclosed where necessary, and the cage shall have a floor covering. A container with drinking water and a litter box shall be permanently present or periodically placed in the cage.
[bookmark: p47][bookmark: p-1332257]
47. Rabbits may participate in a public exhibition if they have been vaccinated against myxomatosis and rabbit haemorrhagic septicaemia in accordance with the instructions for use of the veterinary medicinal product.
[bookmark: n6][bookmark: n-1332259]
6. Cases where Dog Tethering is Allowed
[bookmark: p48][bookmark: p-1332261]
48. In accordance with Section 17.2 of the Animal Protection Law, dog tethering shall be allowed in the following exceptional cases:
48.1. during competitions, hunting, exhibitions, or in other places where the dog is used for work;
48.2. as instructed by a practising veterinarian, based on the health condition of the dog;
48.3. for temporary restraint of the dog in the presence of its owner or keeper.
[bookmark: p49][bookmark: p-1332268]
49. A dog born before 31 August 2023 may be kept tethered, except for the case referred to in Paragraph 34 of this Regulation.
[bookmark: n7][bookmark: n-1332270]
7. Closing Provisions
[bookmark: p50][bookmark: p-1332272]
50. The Regulation shall come into force on 1 July 2024.
[bookmark: p51][bookmark: p-1332274]
51. Cabinet Regulation No. 266 of 4 April 2006, Welfare Requirements for the Keeping, Sale, and Public Exhibition of Pet Animals, and also for Dog Training (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2006, No. 58; 2009, No. 105; 2010, No. 160; 2012, No. 66), is repealed.


Prime Minister	E. Siliņa

Minister for Agriculture	A. Krauze
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Cabinet Regulation No. 411
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[bookmark: 1332280][bookmark: n-1332280]Temperature at the Location of Holding a Puppy and Kitten


	No.
	Animal
	Temperature (°C)

	1.
	Puppies up to 10 days old
	22.0–28.0

	2.
	Kittens up to 21 days old
	18.0–27.0
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Cabinet Regulation No. 411
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[bookmark: 1332286][bookmark: n-1332286]Minimum Area for Keeping a Dog or Cat


	No.
	Animal and its weight (kg)
	Free area (m2)
	Area for each additional animal or for female dogs and cats with litter
	Minimum height (m) (if roofed)

	1.
	Dogs weighing no more than 10 kg and cats
	4
	+ 2
	1.80

	2.
	Dogs weighing more than 10 kg and less than 20 kg
	6
	+ 3
	

	3.
	Dogs weighing more than 20 kg and less than 30 kg
	8
	+ 4
	

	4.
	Dogs weighing more than 30 kg
	10
	+ 5
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