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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet
Regulation No. 404
Adopted 3 June 2008


Procedures for Recognising and Supervising Raw Milk Quality Control Laboratories


Issued pursuant to
Section 4, Paragraph fourteen of the Law on the Supervision of the Handling of Food and Section 7 of the law On Conformity Assessment


[bookmark: n1][bookmark: n-208367]I. General Provisions

[bookmark: p-208368][bookmark: p1]1. The Regulation prescribes the procedures for recognising and monitoring laboratories that carry out laboratory tests for raw milk quality control (hereinafter – the laboratory).

[bookmark: p-208369][bookmark: p2]2. The Regulation applies to laboratories that carry out laboratory tests of raw milk samples in order to determine the indicators for raw milk quality laid down in Section IX, Chapter I, Part III of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down specific hygiene rules for on the hygiene of foodstuffs (hereinafter – Regulation No 853/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council).

[bookmark: p-208370][bookmark: p3]3. The laboratory shall be recognised by the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – the Service).

[bookmark: n2][bookmark: n-208371]II. Procedures for Recognising the Laboratory

[bookmark: p-1390907]4. The Service shall recognise the laboratory if:
4.1. it has been accredited with the national accreditation body in accordance with the legal acts regarding the assessment, accreditation, and supervision of conformity assessment bodies, and the methods referred to in Chapter I of Annex III to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 of 15 March 2019 laying down uniform practical arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Regulation (EC) No 2074/2005 as regards official controls are included within the scope of accreditation;
4.2. it is capable of electronically sending the test results of a raw milk sample to the Rural Support Service in accordance with the legal acts regarding the veterinary, hygiene, and harmlessness requirements for the handling of raw milk.
[30 January 2024; 17 December 2024]
[bookmark: p-1281619]
[bookmark: p5]5. [30 January 2024]
[bookmark: p-1281620]
[bookmark: p6]6. The Service shall assign a recognition number to the laboratory, notify it of recognition, and, within one working day after the decision to recognise the laboratory has entered into effect, enter data into the register of recognised raw milk quality control laboratories, and also, upon the laboratory’s request, issue a certificate of recognition thereto. The following information shall be indicated in the register and in the certificate of recognition:
6.1. the name, legal address, and location address of the laboratory;
6.2. the name of its accredited regulated sphere for which the recognition is granted;
6.3. the assigned recognition number.
[30 January 2024]

[bookmark: p-1282092][bookmark: p7]7. The laboratory shall inform the Service within 10 working days if:
7.1. any of the laboratory’s identification details have changed;
7.2. the laboratory terminates its operation;
7.3. it has lost its accreditation in the sphere referred to in Sub-paragraph 4.1 of this Regulation.
[30 January 2024]
[bookmark: p-1281625]
[bookmark: p8]8. The laboratory’s recognition number shall be indicated on the test report issued for the laboratory tests of raw milk quality in accordance with the legal acts regarding the veterinary, hygiene, and harmlessness requirements for the handling of raw milk.
[30 January 2024]
[bookmark: p-1281626]
[bookmark: p9]9. [30 January 2024]
[bookmark: n3][bookmark: n-208378]
III. Procedures for Supervising the Laboratory
[bookmark: p-208379]
[bookmark: p10]10. The Service shall supervise the activities of the laboratory by carrying out control at least once a year. The Service shall carry out controls when complaints regarding the execution of the laboratory’s work have been received and shall also evaluate and compare, on a random basis, data on the carried out mandatory laboratory tests of raw milk quality.
[bookmark: p-1390908]
[bookmark: p10_1]10.1 The Service shall verify that the laboratory:
10.11. participates in the following organised by the reference laboratory:
10.11.1. at least once a year in the inter-laboratory comparative testing for the determination of the raw milk quality indicators laid down in Section IX, Chapter I, Part III of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council in accordance with the methods referred to in Sub-paragraph 4.1 of this Regulation;
10.11.2. at least once a year in a training workshop;
10.12. electronically sends the test results to the Rural Support Service in accordance with the legal acts regarding veterinary, hygiene, and harmlessness requirements for the handling of raw milk;
10.13. stores the test reports and analysis data for at least five years.
[30 January 2024; 17 December 2024]
[bookmark: p-1281633]
[bookmark: p11]11. If the laboratory loses its accreditation, the Service shall cancel the recognition number assigned thereto, notify the laboratory of the cancellation of recognition, and, within one working day after the decision to cancel the recognition of the laboratory has entered into effect, remove it from the register referred to in Paragraph 6 of this Regulation.
[30 January 2024]

[bookmark: n4][bookmark: n-208381]IV. Closing Provision

[bookmark: p-208382][bookmark: p12]12. Laboratories accredited before the entry into force of this Regulation shall be recognised by the Service until 1 January 2009.

[bookmark: p-269145][bookmark: p13]13. Laboratories not recognised in accordance with the requirements of this Regulation may carry out laboratory tests of raw milk quality control until their recognition by the Service, but no later than until 31 May 2009.
[3 February 2009]


Prime Minister	I. Godmanis

Minister for Agriculture	M. Roze
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