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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet
Regulation No. 70
Adopted 21 February 2023


Regulations Regarding the Procedures for Recognising a Person’s Competence for Admission to Later Stages of Vocational Education Programmes and Recognising Professional Qualification or a Part Thereof
[18 June 2024]


Issued pursuant to
Section 7, Clauses 15.1 and 15.5 and Section 27, Paragraph ten of the Vocational Education Law
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: n1][bookmark: n-1176767]

I. General Provisions
[bookmark: p-1328904]
[bookmark: p1]1. The Regulation prescribes:
1.1. the requirements and procedures for recognising a person’s competence for admission to later stages of vocational education programmes, except for the higher vocational education programmes and professional development education programmes;
1.2. the procedures for commencing studies at later stages of vocational education programmes, except for the study programmes and professional development education programmes;
1.3. the requirements and procedures for the recognition of a professional qualification or a part thereof.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1328906]
[bookmark: p2]2. A person may be admitted for the continuation of education in later stages of vocational education programmes (hereinafter – the education continuation) in order to continue studies:
2.1. after an interruption;
2.2. after acquiring another professional qualification;
2.3. after recognition of the professional competence acquired outside the formal education system or in professional experience;
2.4. when transferring to a vocational education institution from another educational institution;
2.5. when transferring to another vocational education programme of the respective vocational education institution;
2.6. after recognition of the professional qualification or a part thereof.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: n2][bookmark: n-1176787]
II. Submission of Documents and Establishment of a Commission
[bookmark: p-1176788]
[bookmark: p3]3. A person who wishes to be admitted for the education continuation or the legal representative of the person (hereinafter – the applicant) shall submit an application for the recognition of competence for the education continuation (hereinafter – the application) to an accredited vocational education institution which implements the vocational education programme chosen by the person.
[bookmark: p-1328907]
[bookmark: p4]4. The following information shall be indicated in the application:
4.1. the given name, surname, and personal identity number of the person;
4.2. the declared and actual address of residence, temporary address (if applicable), and official electronic address (if the person has activated an official electronic address account) as well as telephone number and e-mail address, if any;
4.3. the purpose of submitting the application in accordance with Paragraph 2 of this Regulation;
4.4. the vocational education programme in which the education continuation is intended;
4.5. the professional qualification or a part thereof in which the competence acquired in previous education or professional experience is to be recognised;
4.6. the competence acquired in previous education or professional experience.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176798]
[bookmark: p5]5. The following information or certified copies of the following documents shall be attached to the application (if applicable):
5.1. a document or statement certifying education and qualification issued by the previous educational institution, or information on the performance of the educatee;
5.2. a certificate of completion of a module or modules;
5.3. documents certifying the knowledge and skills acquired as a result of non-formal education or professional activity, or information on the skills acquired through self-education;
5.4. certification of learning outcomes, knowledge and skills acquired abroad.

[bookmark: p-1176808][bookmark: p6]6. The documents referred to in Sub-paragraphs 5.1 and 5.2 of this Regulation need not be attached to the application if the person wishes to continue studies at later stages of learning in a vocational education institution where the person has previously completed the vocational education programme or a part thereof.
[bookmark: p-1176810]
[bookmark: p7]7. If the person does not have the documents referred to in Sub-paragraphs 5.1 and 5.2 of this Regulation, a self-assessment questionnaire on the competence acquired in previous education or professional experience and its compliance with the learning outcomes to be achieved in the relevant vocational education programme or the requirements of the professional qualification shall be attached to the application. The following information shall be indicated in the questionnaire:
7.1. the title of the professional qualification or specialisation of the professional qualification;
7.2. the compliance of the competences acquired in previous education or professional experience with the modules of the vocational education programme and the learning outcomes to be achieved therein;
7.3. the justification for the compliance of the competences acquired in previous education or professional experience with the modules of the vocational education programme and the learning outcomes to be achieved therein.
[bookmark: p-1327416]
[bookmark: p7_1]7.1 A person who wishes to obtain a part of a professional qualification or recognition of a previously acquired professional qualification or a part thereof shall submit an application to the vocational education institution which implements the relevant vocational education programme. The application shall indicate the information specified in Sub-paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2 of this Regulation and the previously acquired professional qualification or a part thereof, and shall be accompanied by copies of documents certifying the acquisition of the professional qualification or a part thereof, if any.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1327417]
[bookmark: p8]8. To ensure the process of recognition of the competence and the acquired professional qualification or a part thereof, the educational institution shall establish a commission in each group of educational programmes specified in the classification of education in Latvia in which the relevant educational institution implements vocational education programmes. The educational institution may establish one joint commission in the thematic area of education.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176820]
[bookmark: p9]9. The commission shall include at least three teachers of the educational institution, including a vocational education teacher in the relevant sector. A representative of an employer of the relevant sector may additionally be invited to join the commission.
[bookmark: n3][bookmark: n-1176822]
III. Requirements and Procedures for Recognition of Competence
[bookmark: p-1327418]
[bookmark: p10]10. In order to recognise competence for continuing education or obtaining a professional qualification or a part thereof, the commission shall verify that:
10.1. the documents presented by the person contain clear, unambiguous, and complete information on the acquired general and professional competences;
10.2. the formal education previously acquired by the person complies with the admission requirements for the relevant educational programme or for obtaining a professional qualification or a part thereof;
10.3. the person has demonstrated competence conforming to the requirements of the respective educational programme or a part thereof in the examinations referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of this Regulation;
10.4. the person has made payment for the recognition of competence (if applicable).
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176830]
11. The commission is entitled to recognise a person’s competence for admission for the education continuation:
11.1. in a vocational education programme of the same or lower level of the Latvian Qualifications Framework;
11.2. after obtaining a professional qualification in a vocational education programme of the same level of the Latvian Qualifications Framework to obtain a professional qualification specialisation;
11.3. in later stages of a vocationally oriented education programme if the person changes educational institutions or has prior knowledge corresponding to the chosen educational programme;
11.4. after obtaining a professional qualification in a vocational education programme of the same or higher level of the Latvian Qualifications Framework to obtain the related professional qualification.
[bookmark: p-1176835]
[bookmark: p12]12. When assessing the competence acquired in the person’s previous education or professional experience, the commission shall compare the previously completed education subjects, course or module content with the corresponding part of the respective educational programme and shall indicate which education subjects, courses or modules from the previously completed ones can be credited and in which additional examinations must be taken. Modules may be credited if the learning outcomes to be achieved are consistent. The overall volume of additional examinations to be taken may not exceed 40 per cent of the total number of education subjects, courses and modules of the vocational education programme to be acquired. The process and results of the assessment shall be recorded in minutes.
[bookmark: p-1327428]
[bookmark: p13]13. After assessing the competence and professional qualification or a part thereof acquired in the person’s previous education or professional experience, the commission shall take one of the following decisions (except for vocationally oriented education programmes):
13.1. to recognise the person’s competence without examinations if there is documentary evidence with final assessments that are not lower than the average level of acquisition, and there is content compliance with the vocational education programme;
13.2. to determine examinations for the recognition of the person’s competence if there is no documentary evidence of final assessments;
13.3. to recognise the person’s competence if in the examination specified for the recognition of competence an assessment has been received which is not lower than the average level of acquisition;
13.4. to not recognise the person’s competence if in the examination specified for the recognition of competence an assessment has been received which is lower than the average level of acquisition;
13.5. to not recognise the person’s competence if the overall volume of additional examinations to be taken exceeds 40 per cent of the total number of education subjects, courses and modules of the vocational education programme to be acquired;
13.6. to recognise the professional qualification or a part thereof previously obtained by the person if it corresponds to the learning outcomes to be achieved in the respective vocational education programme or the professional qualification requirements included in the profession standard;
13.7. to recognise the compliance of the professional qualification or a part thereof previously obtained by the person with the valid professional qualification or a part thereof if it corresponds to the learning outcomes to be achieved in the vocational education programme of the respective level and the professional qualification requirements of the respective professional qualification level included in the profession standard;
13.8. to not recognise the professional qualification or a part thereof previously obtained by the person if it does not correspond to the learning outcomes to be achieved in the respective vocational education programme or the professional qualification requirements included in the profession standard.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176842]
[bookmark: p14]14. After assessing the competence acquired in the person’s previous education or professional experience, the commission in a vocationally oriented education programme shall take one of the following decisions:
14.1. to recognise the person’s competence without examinations if there is documentary evidence with obtained assessments or there is information on the skills obtained through self-education and there is content compliance with the vocationally oriented education programme;
14.2. to recognise the person’s competence if in the examination specified for the recognition of competence a positive assessment has been received in accordance with the assessment criteria of the vocationally oriented education programme;
14.3. to not recognise the person’s competence if an assessment lower than 4 (almost satisfactory) has been received in the examination specified for the recognition of competence.
[bookmark: p-1176846]
[bookmark: p15]15. In the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of this Regulation, the commission shall organise an examination for the recognition of the person’s competence, involving a teacher of general education subjects, a teacher of professional competence modules or professional education subjects appropriate to the content of the examination, and at least one representative of a sectoral employer for the assessment of the examination. The educational institution shall determine the procedures for examinations of practical skills.
[bookmark: p-1176847]
[bookmark: p16]16. Based on the result of the examination specified in Paragraph 15 of this Regulation, the commission shall take the decision referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.3 or 13.4 of this Regulation.
[bookmark: p-1327440]
[bookmark: p17]17. The commission shall adopt the decision on the recognition of competence or acquired professional qualification or a part thereof, or refusal to recognise competence or the acquired part of professional qualification within the time period and according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176849]
[bookmark: p18]18. The decision on the recognition of competence shall specify the title of the module or course, or subject and the credited amount in lesson hours and assessment or the assessment of the person’s competence examination.
[bookmark: p-1327441]
[bookmark: p18_1]18.1 The decision on the recognition of the acquired professional qualification or a part thereof shall specify the recognised professional qualification level or the recognised part of the professional qualification.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1327442]
[bookmark: p19]19. Decisions on the recognition of competence and professional qualification or a part thereof shall be registered in the register of the respective educational institution according to the procedures specified by the educational institution.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1327443]
[bookmark: p19_1]19.1 If, according to the commission’s decision, there are grounds to issue a State-recognised certificate of acquisition of a part of professional qualification, the educational institution shall issue it in accordance with the laws and regulations governing the issuance of documents recognised by the State and certifying vocational education and professional qualification.
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176852]
[bookmark: p20]20. The commission’s decision may be contested by submitting an application to the head of the respective educational institution. The decision of the head of the educational institution may be appealed to a court in accordance with the procedures laid down in the Administrative Procedure Law.
[bookmark: n4][bookmark: n-1176854]
IV. Admission of a Person for Commencement of Learning in Later Stages of Learning
[bookmark: p-1327444]
[bookmark: p21]21. Based on the commission’s decision on the recognition of a person’s competence or professional qualification or a part thereof, the head of the educational institution shall issue an order regarding the admission of a person for commencement of learning at later stages for education continuation in a specific vocational education programme (hereinafter – the order).
[18 June 2024]
[bookmark: p-1176859]
[bookmark: p22]22. The commission’s minutes and the individual educational programme acquisition plan shall be attached to the order if it is necessary to additionally acquire subjects or modules as well as the deadlines for taking the necessary examinations shall be specified.
[bookmark: p-1176861]
[bookmark: p23]23. The implementation of a person’s individual educational programme acquisition plan shall be controlled by a responsible person designated by the order of the head of the educational institution.
[bookmark: n5][bookmark: n-1176863]
V. Closing Provision
[bookmark: p-1176865]
[bookmark: p24]24. The Regulation shall come into force on 1 May 2023.


Prime Minister	A. K. Kariņš

Minister for Education and Science	A. Čakša
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