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Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Specific Objective 2.5.1 “Investments Supporting the Achievement of STEP Targets” of the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027


Issued pursuant to
Section 19, Clause 13 of the Law on Management of European Union Funds for the 2021–2027 Programming Period


[bookmark: n1][bookmark: n-1379741]I. General Provisions

[bookmark: p-1379742]1. The Regulation prescribes:
1.1. the procedures for implementing specific objective 2.5.1 “Investments Supporting the Achievement of STEP Targets” of the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027 (hereinafter – the Activity);
1.2. the objective of the Activity;
1.3. the funding planned and available for the Activity;
1.4. the requirements for the applicant of a project of the European Regional Development Fund (hereinafter – the project);
1.5. the conditions for the aided activities and for the eligibility of costs;
1.6. the conditions for granting the aid for commercial activity.
[bookmark: p-1379749]
2. The target group of the Activity are a derived public person, manufacturers of offshore and onshore wind technologies and their components.
[bookmark: p-1379750]
[bookmark: p3]3. The terms used in the Regulation:
3.1. start of works – the moment in accordance with Article 2(23) of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 651/2014);
3.2. clean technology entrepreneur – an entrepreneur that meets the following qualification conditions:
3.2.1. intends to make investments in the manufacture of offshore and onshore wind technologies and their components;
3.2.2. the entrepreneur or a branch thereof is registered in the Commercial Register of the Republic of Latvia;
3.3. single undertaking – an undertaking which corresponds to Article 2(2) of Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 2023/2831).
[bookmark: p-1379756]
[bookmark: p4]4. The objective of the Activity is to strengthen European Union supply chains for the development of the manufacture of critically important offshore wind technologies, ensure investments in the development of the infrastructure of the Free Port of Riga in order to attract manufacturers of wind technologies by establishing a green industrial area and enabling entrepreneurs to place production units therein for the manufacture of offshore and onshore wind technologies and their components.

[bookmark: p-1379757][bookmark: p5]5. The Activity shall be implemented within the territory of the Republic of Latvia.
[bookmark: p-1379758]
[bookmark: p6]6. Aid shall be provided to the beneficiary in the form of a grant.
[bookmark: p-1379759]
[bookmark: p7]7. The total eligible funding planned within the scope of the Activity shall be EUR 64 570 017, including funding from the European Regional Development Fund – EUR 54 884 514 and co-funding from the State budget – EUR 9 685 503.
[bookmark: p-1379760]
[bookmark: p8]8. The maximum eligible amount of the funding from the European Regional Development Fund shall not exceed 85 per cent of the total eligible funding of the project.
[bookmark: p-1379761]
[bookmark: p9]9. Within the scope of the Activity, the functions of the responsible institution shall be carried out by the Ministry of Economics (hereinafter – the responsible institution).
[bookmark: p-1379762]
[bookmark: p10]10. The following indicators shall be achieved within the scope of the Activity by 31 December 2029:
10.1. outcome indicators:
10.1.1. aided entrepreneurs primarily related to profitable investments in clean technologies (in the field of manufacture of components of wind energy technologies) that fall within the scope of Regulation (EU) 2024/795 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 February 2024 establishing the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) and amending Directive 2003/87/EC and Regulations (EU) 2021/1058, (EU) 2021/1056, (EU) 2021/1057, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) 2021/1060, (EU) 2021/523, (EU) 2021/695, (EU) 2021/697 and (EU) 2021/241 – 2;
10.1.2. entrepreneurs that have received non-financial aid – 2;
10.2. result indicators:
10.2.1. infrastructure created for clean technology entrepreneurs (in the field of manufacture of components of offshore and onshore wind technologies) – 30 ha;
10.2.2. attracted private investments complementing public aid – EUR 40 000 000;
10.3. national indicators:
10.3.1. at least one tenant in the developed area has commenced construction of a renewable energy production facility for offshore and onshore wind technology entrepreneurs;
10.3.2. of the private investments planned under the result indicator referred to in Sub-paragraph 10.2.2 of this Regulation, 10 per cent have already been actually invested in the construction of a production facility for offshore and onshore wind technology entrepreneurs.
[bookmark: p-1379772]
11. The indicators referred to in Sub-paragraph 10.1 of this Regulation may be considered achieved if, by the end of project implementation, but not later than by 31 December 2029, contracts for investments have been entered into with clean technology entrepreneurs (in the field of manufacture of components of offshore and onshore wind technologies), by leasing the infrastructure referred to in Sub-paragraph 10.2.1 of this Regulation.
[bookmark: p-1499197]
[bookmark: p12]12. The total funding specified in Paragraph 7 of this Regulation shall be eligible if, by 31 March 2026, investment contracts have been entered into with clean technology entrepreneurs on commitments to lease and invest in the plot of land and the right to lease the infrastructure referred to in Sub-paragraph 10.2.1 of this Regulation after it is put into operation. If the contracts are not entered into within the specified period, the beneficiary shall return to the co-operation institution all the aid disbursed before 31 March 2026.
[17 March 2026]

[bookmark: p-1379774][bookmark: p13]13. The Activity shall be implemented in the form of restricted selection of project applications. The call for submitting project applications shall be announced once and shall cover the entire funding available for the Activity.

[bookmark: n2][bookmark: n-1379775]II. Requirements for the Project Applicant

[bookmark: p-1379776][bookmark: p14]14. Within the scope of the Activity, the project applicant is the Free Port Authority of Riga, which, after approval of the project application, is the beneficiary.
[bookmark: p-1379777]
[bookmark: p15]15. The project applicant shall prepare the project application in accordance with the project application selection regulations and submit it to the co-operation institution using the Cohesion Policy Funds Management Information System (hereinafter – the Management Information System).
[bookmark: p-1379778]
[bookmark: p16]16. The project applicant shall implement the aided activities referred to in Paragraph 19 of this Regulation in accordance with the project business plan, which is an annex to the project application and contains detailed information on project implementation, objectives, solutions, impact on the beneficiary’s further economic development, cost-benefit analysis, taking into account that the economic rate of return of the project exceeds the social discount rate and that the economic net present value of the project exceeds zero, the expected profit from the activities implemented within the project, the project implementation management of the beneficiary, and also the indicators to be achieved in order to ensure attainment of the objective referred to in Paragraph 4 of this Regulation. The project business plan shall also include information on the selection of tenants for the created infrastructure and the conclusion of lease contracts with entrepreneurs.
[bookmark: p-1379779]
[bookmark: p17]17. The project applicant shall be informed and, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 28.5 of this Regulation, has ensured that issues related to the prevention of the risks of corruption and a conflict of interest are included in the internal control system.
[bookmark: n3][bookmark: n-1379780]
III. Conditions for the Aided Activities and for the Eligibility of Costs
[bookmark: p-1379781]
[bookmark: p18]18. Within the scope of the Activity, aid shall be provided to a project aimed at developing the territory of the Free Port of Riga, ensuring that the developed areas are further leased to entrepreneurs involved in the manufacture of components of offshore and onshore wind technologies in order to promote Latvia’s energy independence and increase the manufacturing capacity of renewable energy components.
[bookmark: p-1379782]
[bookmark: p19]19. Within the scope of the Activity, the following activities and costs shall be aided for the beneficiary which ensures the project implementation:
19.1. ensuring of the project management;
19.2. performance of engineering research (geotechnical, topographical, or other);
19.3. development of technical documentation;
19.4. performance of expert examination;
19.5. land preparation works and deforestation of the territory;
19.6. construction of engineering networks;
19.7. construction of substations;
19.8. increase of network capacity;
19.9. construction of access roads and a railway crossing within the port territory;
19.10. construction of deep-water berths with increased load-bearing capacity;
19.11. construction of new port logistics infrastructure or reconstruction of existing logistics infrastructure;
19.12. construction of ro-ro ramps;
19.13. rebuilding and construction of shore reinforcements;
19.14. deepening of the water area;
19.15. author’s supervision services;
19.16. supervision of the construction work services;
19.17. cost-benefit analysis.
[bookmark: p-1379800]
[bookmark: p20]20. The following costs shall be eligible for the implementation of the activities referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.1 of this Regulation:
20.1. the costs of the project management staff incurred on the basis of an employment contract or a work-performance (service) contract, taking into account the following:
20.1.1. the costs shall not exceed EUR 84 787 for the funding share of the European Regional Development Fund in a calendar year if the direct eligible costs exceed EUR 5 000 000. If the project implementation lasts less than one year or covers incomplete calendar years, the limit shall be calculated in proportion to the number of months of the project;
20.1.2. a workload of not less than 30 per cent shall be eligible, ensuring personnel involvement in the project in accordance with the part-time eligibility principle (applicable if the costs are incurred on the basis of an employment contract);
20.2. the costs of the necessary outsourced services (for example, legal services, communication and visual identity measures, and other outsourced services).
[bookmark: p-1379805]
[bookmark: p21]21. Value added tax directly related to the project shall be considered eligible costs in accordance with the conditions of Article 64(1)(c) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy (hereinafter – Regulation No 2021/1060), provided that it is not recoverable in accordance with the laws and regulations in the field of value added tax.
[bookmark: p-1379806]
[bookmark: p22]22. Within the scope of this Regulation, the following cost eligibility conditions and periods shall apply:
22.1. the costs for the activities planned in accordance with Sub-paragraphs 19.1, 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, and 19.17 of this Regulation that are related to preparation works (obtaining of permits and conducting of feasibility studies), taking into account the start of works, shall be eligible after amendments to the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027 are submitted to the European Commission;
22.2. the costs for the activities planned in accordance with Sub-paragraphs 19.5, 19.6, 19.7, 19.8, 19.9, 19.10, 19.11, 19.12, 19.13, 19.14, 19.15, and 19.16 of this Regulation, taking into account the start of works, shall be eligible after amendments to the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027 are submitted to the European Commission and after the project application is submitted to the co-operation institution;
22.3. if works on the project have started before the project application is submitted to the co-operation institution, except for the activities planned in accordance with Sub-paragraphs 19.1, 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, and 19.17 of this Regulation, the entire project application shall be rejected.
[bookmark: p-1379810]
[bookmark: p23]23. The costs of the aided activities referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.1 of this Regulation and the costs of the preparation works referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, and 19.17 of this Regulation, if incurred before the project application is submitted to the co-operation institution, shall be aided in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 and the laws and regulations regarding the procedures for accounting and granting de minimis aid.
[bookmark: p-1379811]
[bookmark: p24]24. If during the project implementation costs are incurred that do not conform to this Regulation or exceed the available eligible funding, the beneficiary shall cover them from its own resources unrelated to the aid for commercial activity.
[bookmark: n4][bookmark: n-1379812]
IV. Conditions for the Implementation of the Project and Receipt of the Funding
[bookmark: p-1379813]
[bookmark: p25]25. The beneficiary shall implement the project according to the contract for project implementation which has been entered into between the beneficiary and the co-operation institution but not longer than until 31 December 2029.
[bookmark: p-1379814]
[bookmark: p26]26. The beneficiary shall make investments in a territory that is owned or possessed by the beneficiary, or to which it holds long-term lease or building rights (for at least 10 years), and such rights have been corroborated in the Land Register.
[bookmark: p-1379815]
[bookmark: p27]27. The contracts which are entered into by the beneficiary with the performers of construction work and service providers may provide for advance payments of up to 30 per cent of the amount of the relevant contract according to the criteria developed by the beneficiary for the determination of the advance amount.
[bookmark: p-1499549]
[bookmark: p28]28. Obligations of the beneficiary:
28.1. to ensure project implementation and supervision, including the use of the granted funding, in accordance with the conditions of this Regulation;
28.2. to ensure communication and visual identity requirements in accordance with Articles 47 and 50 of Regulation No 2021/1060 and the laws and regulations regarding the procedures by which authorities involved in the management of European Union funds ensure the implementation of those funds during the 2021–2027 programming period;
28.3. to ensure adherence to the “do no significant harm” principle in the project implementation, so that the aided activities included in the project application do not have impact on environmental objectives, evaluating both direct and primary indirect effects throughout the life cycle, or the foreseeable impact is not significant;
28.4. to ensure the absence of a conflict of interest;
28.5. to develop, prior to the submission of the project application, an internal control system for the prevention of the risks of corruption and a conflict of interest within the institution of a derived public entity in accordance with the requirements of the laws and regulations in the field of the prevention of the risks of corruption and a conflict of interest in internal control systems, including:
28.5.1. measures for controlling the risk of a conflict of interest in public procurements of the project (preventive measures and detection measures for controlling the risk of a conflict of interest, including the notification procedure, corrective measures) and information on the prevention of a conflict of interest in accordance with Article 61 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 September 2024 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union (recast);
28.5.2. mechanisms for the prevention of fraud and corruption risks;
28.5.3. measures of internal circulation of information and communication for the prevention of the risk of a conflict of interests, fraud, and corruption;
28.5.4. the code of ethics;
28.5.5. procedures for how employees should act if they wish to report potential violations (including potential corruptive activities), including measures to ensure the anonymity and protection of a whistleblower;
28.5.6. measures for controlling the risk of prohibited agreements;
28.5.7. a mechanism for preventing double funding, including from other financing sources, including the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027, the Operational Programme “Growth and Employment” of the European Union Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund for the 2014–2020 Programming Period, and other foreign financial instruments;
28.5.8. a whistleblowing system;
28.5.9. a procedure for applying disciplinary liability;
28.5.10. the mechanism for reporting to the competent authorities on potential administrative or criminal offences;
28.6. to collect and record the data necessary to determine progress in achieving the indicators referred to in Paragraph 10 of this Regulation;
28.7. to cover any rise in costs in the project from private funds of the beneficiary free of aid for commercial activity if such costs are incurred during the project implementation;
28.8. to provide for an integrity pact in the project implementation;
28.9. to ensure that, at the time of submission of the project application, an appropriate procedure of environmental impact assessment has been commenced for the activities envisaged within the project in accordance with the procedures for assessing the environmental impact of envisaged activities and accepting an envisaged activity.
[17 March 2026]
[bookmark: p-1379836]
[bookmark: p29]29. The beneficiary shall, at least once a year, report on the achievement of the indicators referred to in Paragraph 10 of this Regulation in the Management Information System or, upon request of the responsible institution, submit the information to the responsible institution within 10 working days.
[bookmark: p-1379837]
[bookmark: p30]30. An entrepreneur that will lease from the beneficiary the territory and infrastructure to be developed within the scope of the project shall, in accordance with Article 56b(7) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014, be selected in a competitive, transparent, non-discriminatory, and unconditional procedure, setting a market price for the use of the infrastructure. The lease auction referred to in this Paragraph shall be announced not earlier than after submission of the project application to the co-operation institution.
[bookmark: p-1379838]
[bookmark: p31]31. The beneficiary may not apply for aid if:
31.1. it has provided false information or intentionally misled regarding the implementation of the projects co-funded by European Union Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund within the scope of this Activity;
31.2. it is considered an entrepreneur in difficulty, including when evaluated at the related group level, in accordance with Article 2(18) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014;
31.3. a recovery order, including when evaluated at the related group level, in accordance with Article 1(4)(a) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 does not apply to the beneficiary.
[bookmark: p-1379842]
[bookmark: p32]32. The aid shall not be provided for the following activities, sectors, equipment, and entrepreneurs:
32.1. trade in weapons and ammunition (Nomenclature of Economic Activities in the European Communities Revision 2 (hereinafter – NACE Rev. 2), Class 47.78 “Other retail sale of new goods in specialised stores”);
32.2. gambling and betting activities (Division 92 “Gambling and betting activities” of NACE Rev. 2);
32.3. manufacture and sale of tobacco products (Division 12 “Manufacture of tobacco products”, Class 46.35 “Wholesale of tobacco products” and Class 47.26 “Retail sale of tobacco products in specialised stores” of NACE Rev. 2);
32.4. sale of alcohol (Class 46.34 “Wholesale of beverages” and Class 47.25 “Retail sale of beverages in specialised stores” of NACE Rev. 2);
32.5. activities with immovable property (Section L “Real estate activities”, Class 68.1 “Buying and selling of own real estate” and Class 68.31 “Real estate agencies” of NACE Rev. 2);
32.6. treatment and disposal of waste, processing of materials (Class 38.21 “Treatment and disposal of non-hazardous waste” and Class 38.22 “Treatment and disposal of hazardous waste” of NACE Rev. 2);
32.7. the activities referred to in Section K “Finance and insurance activities” of NACE Rev. 2, except for entrepreneurs of financial technologies or such entrepreneurs which are developing new business models, bringing innovations to life, creating new financial products and services, improving the types of provision of services and business models.
[bookmark: p-1379850]
[bookmark: p33]33. If the beneficiary is concurrently operating in both the aided sectors and the sectors or activities not to be aided and referred to in Paragraph 32 of this Regulation, it shall, in order to receive aid, ensure the separation of such sectors, activities, and costs.
[bookmark: p-1379851]
[bookmark: p34]34. The beneficiary shall confirm that, during the last two years before applying for the aid, it has not moved its place of commercial activity from the European Economic Area to the place of commercial activity where the initial investment for which the aid is being requested will be made, and undertake not to do it for two years after the initial investment for which the aid is being requested is completed.
[bookmark: p-1379852]
[bookmark: p35]35. After conclusion of the contract for project implementation and receipt of a written request for an advance payment, the co-operation institution may grant an advance payment, evaluating the amount of the planned advance payment and the justification of the need, provided that State budget funds are available. The beneficiary shall prepare the request for the advance payment, and the co-operation institution shall approve it, taking into account that the amount of the planned advance payment corresponds to the capacity to use it within six months during the financial year. An advance payment of up to 30 per cent of the total amount of the funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the State budget co-financing allocated to the project may be granted to the beneficiary, taking into account that the advance payment may be paid in several instalments and that the total amount of advance and interim payments shall not exceed 90 per cent of the total funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the State budget co-financing allocated to the project.
[bookmark: p-1379853]
[bookmark: p36]36. The beneficiary shall procure the construction work and services necessary for project implementation in accordance with the laws and regulations in the field of public procurements, implementing an open, transparent, non-discriminating procedure not restrictive of competition. Support shall be provided for the integration of environmental requirements in the procurements of goods and services and also the ensuring of environmental accessibility and usability, i.e. green public procurement and socially responsible procurement.
[bookmark: n5][bookmark: n-1379854]
V. Conditions Related to Receipt of Aid for Commercial Activity
[bookmark: p-1379855]
37. The aided activities referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.1 of this Regulation and the costs for the preparation works referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, and 19.17 of this Regulation which correspond to the start of works referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of this Regulation, shall be financed in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 and the laws and regulations regarding the procedures for accounting and granting de minimis aid.
[bookmark: p-1379856]
[bookmark: p38]38. When applying for aid in accordance with the procedures referred to in Paragraph 37 of this Regulation, the beneficiary shall indicate the identification number of the form prepared in the de minimis aid accounting system (hereinafter – the system). The provider of aid shall record the aid granted in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 in conformity with the requirements laid down in the laws and regulations regarding the procedures for accounting and granting de minimis aid.
[bookmark: p-1379857]
39. If aid for commercial activity is granted in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831, the maximum aid intensity for the beneficiary from the total costs of the aided activities referred to in Paragraph 37 of this Regulation may not exceed 50 %.
[bookmark: p-1379858]
[bookmark: p40]40. The aid intensity specified in Paragraph 39 of this Regulation shall be applied to costs without value added tax, except for the cases specified in Paragraph 41 of this Regulation.
[bookmark: p-1379859]
[bookmark: p41]41. In accordance with Article 64(1)(c) of Regulation No 2021/1060, the value added tax on direct eligible costs shall be eligible within the scope of the activities to be aided under the Activity if it cannot be recovered in accordance with the laws and regulations in the field of tax policy.
[bookmark: p-1379860]
[bookmark: p42]42. When granting the de minimis aid to the beneficiary, the co-operation institution shall verify whether the planned de minimis aid together with the de minimis aid granted in the previous three years from the day when the aid was granted at the level of a single undertaking does not exceed the maximum amount of the de minimis aid specified in Article 3(2) of Commission Regulation No 2023/2831.
[bookmark: p-1379861]
[bookmark: p43]43. The de minimis aid granted within the scope of this Regulation may be cumulated with other de minimis aid, including in relation to the same eligible costs, up to the relevant threshold laid down in Article 3(2) of Commission Regulation No 2023/2831, and may also be cumulated with other aid for commercial activity, including in relation to the same eligible costs if the relevant maximum aid intensity or the amount of aid laid down in the scheme for aid for commercial activity, ad-hoc decision, or decision of the European Commission is not exceeded. The de minimis aid may be combined with other de minimis aid for the same eligible costs if, after combining the aid, the relevant maximum aid intensity for a unit of aid or item of costs does not exceed 100 %.
[bookmark: p-1379862]
[bookmark: p44]44. If the provider of aid is concurrently operating both in any of the sectors referred to in Article 1(1)(a), (b), (c), or (d) of Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 and in one or several other sectors which fall within the scope of application of the abovementioned Regulation, it shall ensure the separation of the activities or costs of such sectors in accordance with Article 1(2) of Commission Regulation No 2023/2831, ensuring that activities in the sectors excluded from the scope of application of the abovementioned Regulation do not benefit from the de minimis aid granted in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831.
[bookmark: p-1379863]
[bookmark: p45]45. Aid for the aided activities referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, 19.5, 19.6, 19.7, 19.8, 19.9, 19.10, 19.11, 19.12, 19.13, 19.14, 19.15, and 19.16 of this Regulation shall be granted in accordance with Article 56b of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 after submission of the project application. The de minimis aid may also be applied to the activities referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.2, 19.3, and 19.4 of this Regulation in accordance with Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 after submission of the project application, upon mutual agreement with the co-operation institution.
[bookmark: p-1379864]
[bookmark: p46]46. The maximum aid intensity of the project for the aided activities referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, 19.5, 19.6, 19.7, 19.8, 19.10, 19.11, 19.12, 19.13, 19.15, and 19.16 of this Regulation which conform to Article 2(157) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014, shall be determined in accordance with Article 56b(5) and (6) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014.
[bookmark: p-1379865]
[bookmark: p47]47. The aid intensity for the aided activities referred to in Sub-paragraphs 19.9 and 19.14 of this Regulation shall be 100 %, taking into account the second subparagraph of Article 56b(5) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014.
[bookmark: p-1379866]
[bookmark: p48]48. At the level of a single project, the thresholds laid down in Article 4(1)(ee) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 shall not be exceeded.
[bookmark: p-1379867]
[bookmark: p49]49. The amount of project aid shall conform to the conditions laid down in Article 56b(4) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014. Profit from principal activity shall be deducted from the eligible costs in accordance with the recovery mechanism.
[bookmark: p-1379868]
[bookmark: p50]50. If, over the project life cycle, the profit from principal activity in the project or part of the project is greater than the profit planned in the project, the beneficiary shall make a recalculation at the end of the project life cycle and repay to the co-operation institution the difference between the actual and planned profit from principal activity. The beneficiary shall ensure that the information referred to in this Paragraph is stored throughout the entire project life cycle, and also make the information available for 10 years, starting from the day on which the last aid was granted in accordance with this Regulation.
[bookmark: p-1379869]
[bookmark: p51]51. In accordance with Paragraphs 37 and 45 of this Regulation the moment of granting aid shall be deemed to be the moment when the co-operation institution has taken the decision to grant aid for commercial activity to the beneficiary.
[bookmark: p-1379870]
[bookmark: p52]52. The decision to grant aid in accordance with Paragraphs 37 and 45 of this Regulation may be taken until 31 December 2027.
[bookmark: p-1379871]
53. The conformity of the beneficiary with Article 2(18)(c) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014, evaluating at the level of a group of linked enterprises, shall be verified on the basis of a declaration submitted by the project applicant.
[bookmark: p-1379872]
[bookmark: p54]54. Aid provided within the scope of the measure in accordance with Article 56b of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 may be combined with the aid provided in another State aid programme or ad-hoc decision for different eligible costs to be determined or the same eligible costs, including de minimis aid provided in another State aid programme or ad-hoc decision, without exceeding the maximum permissible intensity of aid funding in accordance with Article 56b(5) and (6) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014.
[bookmark: p-1379873]
[bookmark: p55]55. The project applicant shall provide information in the project application on the planned and granted aid for commercial activity, including for the same eligible costs, specifying the date of granting the aid for commercial activity, including the planned date of granting the aid for commercial activity, the intensity of the aid for commercial activity, the provider of the aid for commercial activity, the measure or investment of the aid for commercial activity, and the planned or granted amount of the aid for commercial activity.
[bookmark: p-1379874]
56. The beneficiary shall ensure access to the developed territory and infrastructure for tenants in accordance with Article 56b(8) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014.
[bookmark: p-1379875]
[bookmark: p57]57. Prior to granting the aid in accordance with Paragraph 37 and 45 of this Regulation, the co-operation institution shall verify that, according to the information available in the database of the debtors of the taxes (fees) administered by the State Revenue Service, the beneficiary does not have any debt of taxes or fees, including the debt of mandatory State social insurance contributions, the total amount of which exceeds EUR 150, except for tax payments for which the payment term has been extended, divided in instalments, deferred, or divided in instalments repeatedly in accordance with Section 24, Paragraphs one, 1.3, and 1.7 of the law On Taxes and Fees, or in respect of which a settlement agreement has been entered into in accordance with Section 41 of the law On Taxes and Fees. If the beneficiary does not meet the abovementioned condition, aid shall not be granted to the beneficiary.
[bookmark: p-1379876]
[bookmark: p58]58. The beneficiary shall ensure availability of information throughout the entire project life cycle, and also for 10 years from the day of granting the aid. The provider of aid shall ensure availability of information throughout the entire project life cycle, and also for 10 years, starting from the day on which the last aid was granted in accordance with this Regulation.
[bookmark: p-1379877]
[bookmark: p59]59. If the conditions of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 or Commission Regulation No 2023/2831 are violated, the beneficiary has the obligation to repay to the provider of aid the aid for commercial activity received unlawfully within the scope of the project, together with interest, from the funds that are free from the aid for commercial activity in accordance with the conditions of Chapter IV or V of the Law on Control of Aid for Commercial Activity.
[bookmark: p-1379878]
[bookmark: p60]60. In order to receive aid in accordance with Article 56b of Commission Regulation No 651/2014, the Free Port Authority of Riga shall comply with the following conditions:
60.1. the aid provided has an incentive effect in accordance with the characteristics referred to in Article 6(2) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014;
60.2. the project application conforms to the requirements included in Article 6(2) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 regarding the information to be included in the application and it has been submitted before the start of works in the project;
60.3. the project application conforms to the conditions referred to in Article 6(3)(b) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014;
60.4. if other public funding is attracted to the project, the work on the project may be commenced when the application has been submitted to all the institutions applying for aid and the decision to grant the aid has been taken, or a contract has been entered into if the aid is not granted by the decision.
[bookmark: p-1379883]
[bookmark: p61]61. Information on the aid granted in accordance with Article 56b of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 shall be published by the co-operation institution in accordance with the requirements for publicity measures laid down in Article 9(1) and (4) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014 and in accordance with the laws and regulations regarding the procedures for the publication of the information on the provided State aid and for granting and cancelling the right to use the electronic system.
[bookmark: n6][bookmark: n-1379884]
VI. Closing Provision
[bookmark: p-1379885]
62. If the European Commission does not approve the amendments to the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027 that provide for the measure specified in this Regulation, the co-operation institution shall not enter into a contract with the beneficiary, and the beneficiary shall cover all project costs from its own funds free of aid for commercial activity.


Prime Minister	E. Siliņa

Minister for Economics	V. Valainis
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