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Regulations Regarding the Alienation of a Pet Animal


Issued pursuant to
Section 18.3, Paragraph three of the Animal Protection Law
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[bookmark: p1]1. The Regulation prescribes:
1.1. the requirements for the minimum age at which a pet animal may be alienated;
1.2. the requirements for the physiology and state of health of the pet animal to be alienated;
1.3. the information on the age, breed, country of origin, state of health, marking, and registration of the animal to be provided in the advertisement for offering a dog, a cat, or a ferret for alienation (hereinafter – the advertisement);
1.4. the documents whereby the pet animal is alienated, handing it over to the next owner.
[bookmark: p-1318925]
[bookmark: p2]2. A pet animal shall be alienated and handed over to the next owner together with the following documents:
2.1. a dog, a cat, and a ferret – with the passport or vaccination certificate of the pet animal;
2.2. the veterinary (health) certificate if the pet animal has been brought in Latvia from another European Union Member State and is a terrestrial animal of such category which is included in Annex 1 to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403 of 24 March 2021 laying down rules for the application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards model animal health certificates and model animal health/official certificates, for the entry into the Union and movements between Member States of consignments of certain categories of terrestrial animals and germinal products thereof, official certification regarding such certificates and repealing Decision 2010/470/EU or an aquatic animal of such category which is referred to in row 1 or 4 of Annex 1 to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2236 of 16 December 2020 laying down rules for the application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards model animal health certificates for the entry into the Union and movements within the Union of consignments of aquatic animals and of certain products of animal origin from aquatic animals, official certification regarding such certificates and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1251/2008 and Chapter 1 or 4 of this Annex;
2.3. a copy of the veterinary (health) certificate or the common veterinary entry document if the pet animal has been imported in Latvia from a country other than a European Union Member State;
2.4. a statement issued by a practising veterinarian regarding the state of health and medical treatment of the pet animal, if such is necessary:
2.4.1. when alienating a pet animal to a pet shop;
2.4.2. when a shelter alienates a pet animal who is not clinically healthy;
2.4.3. when alienating a pet animal for whom medical treatment has been commenced or is necessary;
2.5. written instructions of a practising veterinarian regarding the feeding of and care for the dog or cat to be alienated if a shelter is alienating a dog who has arrived at the shelter without a mother and has not attained the age of eight weeks or a cat who has arrived at the shelter without a mother and has not attained the age of twelve weeks;
2.6. other documents in accordance with the laws and regulations in the field of animal production, breeding, and protection of animals of wild species (if applicable);
2.7. a document certifying the fact of alienation of a pet animal.
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[bookmark: p3]3. A pet animal shall be alienated:
3.1. if no clinical signs of a disease are observed for it, except for the case referred to in Paragraph 4 of this Regulation;
3.2. if it does not have ectoparasites;
3.3. not later than during the first half of the gestation period if the pet animal is gestating;
3.4. a dog and a ferret – not earlier than after attaining the age of eight weeks unless it is alienated together with its mother;
3.5. a cat – not earlier than after attaining the age of 12 weeks unless it is alienated together with its mother;
3.6. other pet animals – at the age when they are able to feed independently without their mother and also to urinate and defecate.
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[bookmark: p4]4. It shall be permitted to alienate a pet animal with chronic illnesses, malformations, or pathologies if the next animal owner has been informed in writing of the state of health of the pet animal and has received the statement of a practising veterinarian referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.4 of this Regulation.
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[bookmark: p5]5. The owner of a shelter may, together with the written instructions referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.5 of this Regulation, hand over for alienation a dog which has arrived at the shelter without a mother and has not attained the age of eight weeks if the dog has been marked and registered in accordance with the laws and regulations regarding animal shelters and animal boarding facilities.
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[bookmark: p6]6. The owner of a shelter may, together with the written instructions referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.5 of this Regulation, hand over for alienation a cat which has arrived at the shelter without a mother and has not attained the age of 12 weeks.
[bookmark: p-1318960]
[bookmark: p7]7. The following information shall be provided in the advertisement:
7.1. the date of birth or age of the pet animal or, if an accurate date of birth is not known, the supposed age;
7.2. the breed of the pet animal, the name of the pet animal breeding organisation and breeding facility or breeder, the pedigree number, but for a dog, cat, or ferret which is younger than the age referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5 of this Regulation – the breed and pedigree number of the mother and the father;
7.3. a note that the pet animal has no breed if it does not have a pedigree issued by a pet animal breeding organisation and there are no grounds for receiving it;
7.4. the number of the microchip of the dog, cat, and ferret, but for a dog, cat, or ferret who is younger than the age referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5 of this Regulation – the number of the microchip of the mother and also the website address where the registration in the database of the register of pet animals may be ascertained;
7.5. the country of origin of the pet animal;
7.6. a note regarding the state of health of the pet animal.
[bookmark: p-1318970]
[bookmark: p8]8. It shall be permitted to post the advertisement before the pet animal has attained the age referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5 of this Regulation, in addition to the information referred to in Paragraph 7 of this Regulation indicating the date from which the alienation of the relevant pet animal will be possible.
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[bookmark: p9]9. The Regulation shall come into force on 1 July 2024.


Prime Minister	E. Siliņa

Acting for the Minister for Agriculture – Minister for Welfare	U. Augulis
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