Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 102
Adopted 8 February 2005

By-law of the Latvian National Accreditation Council

Issued pursuant to

Section 13 of the

State Administration Structure Law

1. The Latvian National Accreditation Council (hereinafter – Council) is a consultative authority for the accreditation of testing and calibration laboratories and certification and inspection authorities in the regulated and non-regulated spheres.

2. The Council shall have the following functions:

2.1. to participate in the development of State policy regarding the accreditation of certification and inspection authorities and calibration and testing laboratories, and to supervise the implementation of such policy;

2.2. to participate in the development and assessment of draft regulatory documents of the Latvian national accreditation system and accreditation procedures;

2.3. to promote co-operation with international accreditation authorities and accreditation authorities of other states; and

2.4. to evaluate an annual financial report of the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau and to provide an appropriate evaluation to the Ministry of Economics.

3. The Council has the following rights:

3.1. to establish accreditation system committees in order to perform the functions specified for the Council;

3.2. to invite independent experts and specialists, in the capacity of advisors, to participate in Council meetings and in consultations of the accreditation system committees; and

3.3. to receive information from the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau that is necessary for the performance of the functions specified for the Council.

4. The following authorised representatives of State institutions and non-governmental organisations with an interest in accreditation shall comprise the Council:

4.1. representatives of the interests of the State:

4.1.1. a representative of the Ministry of Economics;

4.1.2. a representative of the Ministry of Transport;

4.1.3. a representative of the Ministry of Health;

4.1.4. a representative of the Ministry of Environment; and

4.1.5. a representative of the Ministry of Agriculture;

4.2. representatives of the interests of accreditation authorities:

4.2.1. a representative of the State Agency The Latvian National Accreditation Bureau;

4.2.2. a representative of the State limited liability company The Latvian National Metrology Centre; and

4.2.3. a representative of the State limited liability company Latvijas standarts [Latvian Standard];

4.3. representatives of the interests of conformity assessment authorities:

4.3.1. a representative of the Association of Latvian Laboratories; and

4.3.2. a representative of the Association of Technical Experts;

4.4. representatives of the interests of clients of the conformity assessment authorities:

4.4.1. a representative of the Latvian Chamber of Commerce and Industry;

4.4.2. a representative of the Employer’s Confederation of Latvia; and

4.4.3. a representative of the Latvian Traders’ Association; and

4.5. a representative of consumer interests – a representative of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre.

5. The Council shall elect the Chairperson of the Council and his or her deputy for two years by open ballot and by a simple majority vote. A Deputy Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson during the  absence of the Chairperson.

6. The Chairperson of the Council shall:

6.1. approve the internal procedure regulations of the Council;

6.2. approve the agenda of Council meetings;

6.3. convene and chair Council meetings; and

6.4. sign Council decisions, minutes of the meetings and other documents of the Council.

7. Meetings of the Council shall be held not less than twice a year. A special meeting shall be convened if such meeting has been requested by the Chairperson of the Council or by at least one third of the Council members. A secretariat shall inform the Council members regarding the convocation of a meeting.

8. The Latvian National Accreditation Bureau shall perform the functions of a Council secretariat in accordance with the funds allocated from the State budget.

9. The Council shall have a quorum  if at least one representative of each party interested in accreditation participates in a Council meeting.

10. The parties interested in accreditation shall participate in the taking of Council decisions with one vote each. The Council shall take decisions by open ballot and by a simple majority vote.

11. Decisions of the Council shall have a recommendatory nature.

12. The Cabinet Regulation No. 123 of 28 March 2000, By-law of the Latvian National Accreditation Council (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2000, No. 117/118), is repealed.

Prime Minister 







A. Kalvītis

Minister for Economics






A. K. Kariņš
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