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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 126
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Procedures for the Registration and Protection of 
Geographical Indications of Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs
Issued pursuant to

Section 40, Paragraph two of the

Law On Trademarks and Geographical Indications

 

I. General Provisions

 

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the registration and protection of geographical indications (hereinafter – indication) of agricultural products and foodstuffs (hereinafter – products) in accordance with:

1.1. Council Regulation (EC) No. 510/2006 of 20 March 2006 on the protection of geographical indications and designations of origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs (hereinafter – Council Regulation No. 510/2006);

1.2. Council Regulation (EC) No. 509/2006 of 20 March 2006 on agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional specialities guaranteed (hereinafter – Council Regulation No. 509/2006);

1.3. Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1898/2006 of 14 December 2006, laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No. 510/2006 on the protection of geographical indications and designations of origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 1898/2006);

1.4. Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1216/2007 of 18 October 2007, laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No. 509/2006 on agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional specialities guaranteed (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 1216/2007);

1.5. Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1493/1999 of 17 May 1999 on the common organisation of the market in wine (hereinafter – Council Regulation No. 1493/1999); and

1.6. Council Regulation (EEC) No. 110/2008 of 15 January 2008 on the definition, description, presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical indications of spirit drinks and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1576/1989 (hereinafter – Council Regulation No. 110/2008).

 

2. The functions of the competent authority specified in Article 14(1) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Article 10(1) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 and Article 24(1) of Council Regulation No. 110/2008 shall be performed by the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – Service).

 

3. The functions of the control authority specified in Article 15(1) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Article 11(1) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 and Article 22(1) of Council Regulation No. 110/2008 shall be performed by the Service.

 

II. Evaluation of Applications Regarding Registration of Product Indications

 

4. An applicant for a product indication – group (in accordance with Article 2(1)(d) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 and Article 5(1) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006) – shall submit an application to the Service regarding registration of the product indication (hereinafter – registration application). The registration application shall be prepared in conformity with Annex I to Commission Regulation No. 1216/2007 and documents and materials shall be appended thereto in accordance with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Council Regulation No. 1898/2006, Council Regulation No. 1216/2007, Council Regulation No.1493/2006 and Council Regulation No. 110/2008. 

 

5. The Service shall, within 10 working days after receipt of the registration application, evaluate the submitted documents and materials and take the relevant decision:

5.1. if the application and the documents and materials appended thereto comply with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, the Service shall take a decision regarding the commencement of the registration procedure and publish information regarding the registration application in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the Official Gazette of the Government of Latvia], as well as on the Internet homepage of the Service. After publishing of the referred to information the procedure for raising objections shall be commenced, indicating the date the application was received, a summary of the product specifications, which has been prepared in compliance with Annex VIII to Commission Regulation No. 1898/2006, and the Internet address where information regarding the product is available. The persons referred to in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006 and Council Regulation No 110/2008 may submit objections. The Service shall, within five working days after evaluation of the submitted documents and materials, notify the group in writing regarding their compliance with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations;

5.2. if all the documents and materials necessary for registration have not been submitted, the Service shall take a decision to request that the group submit additional documents and materials by the specified time period, verifying the conformity of the geographical indication of the product with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Council Regulation No. 1898/2006, Council Regulation No. 1216/2007, Council Regulation No. 1493/2006 and Council Regulation No. 110/2008; or

5.3. if the registration application does not comply with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, the Service shall take a decision to reject the registration application.

 

6. If the Service has not received the notification regarding objections to the registration application referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations within three months, it shall take a decision regarding the compliance of the application to the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Council Regulation No. 510/2006 or Chapter III of Council Regulation No. 110/2008. 

 

7. The Service, in evaluating the registration application or a notification regarding objections to the registration of the product indication, may invite experts.

 

8. The Service shall, within 20 working days after taking a decision regarding the compliance of the submitted documents and materials to the specified requirements, send the group’s registration application to the Ministry of Agriculture and the European Commission, appending documents and materials thereto in accordance with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Council Regulation No. 1898/2006, Council Regulation No. 1216/2007, Council Regulation No. 1493/2006 and Council Regulation No. 110/2008.

 

9. The Service shall, within 10 working days after sending the registration application to the European Commission, issue a certificate to each member of a group. The number, product name and verification of the compliance thereof with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Council Regulation No. 110/2008 shall be indicated on the certificate.

 

10. The Service shall notify the group of the decision of the European Commission regarding the compliance of the product with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 510/2006, Council Regulation No. 509/2006 and Council Regulation No. 110/2008 and publication thereof in the newspaper Official Journal of the European Communities in accordance with Paragraph 2 of Article 9(4) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Paragraph 2 of Article 7(4) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 or Article 17(6) of Council Regulation No. 110/2008.

 

11. If the European Commission takes a decision regarding the non-compliance of the product with the requirements specified in Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Council Regulation No. 510/2006 or Council Regulation No. 110/2008, the Service shall, within 10 working days after receipt of the decision of the European Commission, cancel the certificate referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations. 

 

12. The costs related to the evaluation of the product indication in conformity with the product specification appended to the registration application shall be covered by the group in accordance with the price list (Annex 1).

 

III. Submission of Objections Regarding Product Registration

 

13. Any person in accordance with Article 7(5) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Paragraph 1 of Article 5(5) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 (hereinafter – objection submitter) may submit to the Service a notification regarding objections to the registration application for a product produced in Latvia within three months after publication of the information of the registration application in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis. The notification regarding objections shall be drawn up in accordance with Annex 2 to these Regulations.

 

14. A notification regarding objections as regards an objection to the registration application for a product produced in Latvia shall be submitted to the Service by an objection submitter in accordance with the requirements referred to in Article 9(3) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Article 7(3) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 or Article 17(7) of Council Regulation No. 110/2008, completing the form in accordance with Annex 2 to these Regulations.

 

15. The Service shall, within five working days, evaluate the notification regarding objections and inform the objection submitter regarding the compliance thereof with the specified requirements.

 

16. If the notification regarding objections complies with the specified requirements, the Service shall request that the group provides an explanation by sending a copy of the notification regarding objections. The group shall, within 20 working days after receipt of the request, shall submit to the Service a written explanation as regards the notification regarding objections.

 

17. The Service shall, within one month after receipt of the explanation from the group in accordance with Paragraph 2 of Article 9(5) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Paragraph 2 of Article 7(5) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006, evaluate the explanations of the group and take a decision regarding further progress of the registration application.

 

18. An objection submitter shall submit an notification regarding objections to the registration application of a product produced in another European Union Member State within three months after publication of the registration application in the newspaper Official Journal of the European Communities. The notification regarding objections shall be completed in accordance with Annex III to Commission Regulation No. 1898/2006 or Annex III to Commission Regulation No. 1216/2007. 

 

19. The Service shall, within two weeks, evaluate the compliance of the notification regarding objections referred to in Paragraph 18 of these Regulations with Article 9(3) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Article 7(3) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006. If the notification regarding objections: 

19.1. complies with the specified requirements, it shall be sent to the European Commission; or

19.2. does not comply with the specified requirements, the submitter of the notification regarding objections shall be informed thereof in writing, indicating the reasons for non-compliance of the notification regarding objections.

 

20. Expenditure related to the evaluation of the notification regarding objections shall be covered by the objection submitter in accordance with the price list (Annex 1).

 

IV. Amendments to Product Specifications, Cancellation of 
Product Indications and Withdrawal of Participants from the Group

 

21. If amendments are made to the specifications of a product, which has an indication, in accordance with Annex VI to Commission Regulation No. 1898/2006 or Annex VI to Commission Regulation No. 1216/2007, the group shall submit to the Service information regarding the amendments to the specifications.

 

22. The Service shall, within one month after receipt of information regarding amendments to the specifications, evaluate it in accordance with the requirements specified in Article 11 of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 and Article 9 of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 and take a decision regarding the need to commence a new procedure for evaluation of the registration application or to send the information regarding the amendments to the specifications to the European Commission. The Service shall, within five working days, inform the group in writing regarding the decision taken.

 

23. Any natural person or legal person (hereinafter – submitter of a request) in accordance with Article 10 of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Article 12 of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 may submit to the Service a request, which has been prepared in accordance with Annex VII to Commission Regulation No. 1898/2006, to cancel an indication.

 

24. The Service shall, within one month after receipt of the request to cancel an indication, evaluate it and shall, within five working days, take a decision regarding cancellation of the indication.

 

25. If the Service determines non-compliance of a product to the indicated amendments to the specifications and the group does not ensure elimination of the non-compliance, the Service shall, within one month, send to the European Commission a request regarding cancellation of the indication.

 

26. The Service shall cancel the certificate of a participant of the group if he or she has submitted a submission regarding withdrawal from the group.

 

V. Protection of Product Indications

 

27. The Service shall, at least once a year, examine the compliance of the products of a participant of the group to the specifications in accordance with Paragraph 1 of Article 15(1) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006, Paragraph 1 of Article 11(1) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006 and Article 22(1) of Council Regulation No. 110/2008.

 

28. The Service may prohibit a participant of the group from using the indications and symbols in their product labelling, which are referred to in Article 12(2) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Article 8(2) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006, if it is determined that the product does not comply to the specification. The Service shall determine a deadline for elimination of non-compliances, which does not exceed one month after determination of non-compliances, and shall afterwards perform a repeated examination.

 

29. The Service shall prohibit a participant of the group from using the indications and symbols in his or her product labelling, which are referred to in Article 12(2) of Council Regulation No. 509/2006 or Article 8(2) of Council Regulation No. 510/2006, if it has determined in a repeated examination that non-compliances have not been eliminated.

 

VI. Closing Provision

 

30. Cabinet Regulation No. 437 of 27 April 2004, Procedures for the Registration and Protection of Geographical Indications of Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2004, No. 69) is repealed.

 

 

Prime Minister 




I. Godmanis

 

Acting for the

Minister for Agriculture –

Minister for the Environment 



R. Vējonis

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 126

10 February 2009

 

Price List for Conformity Evaluation of Geographical Indications for Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs

 

	No.
	Service
	Price

(in lats)
	VAT

(in lats)
	Total sum

(in lats)

	 1.
	Evaluation of the geographical indication regarding the compliance with a protected geographical indication
	 424
	 89
	 513

	 2.
	Evaluation of amendments to the geographical indication (after changes to the technological process or the description of geographical location) regarding the compliance with a protected geographical indication
	 127
	 27
	 154

	 3.
	Examination of the notification regarding objections to registration of a foodstuff produced in Latvia
	 212
	 45
	 257


 

 

Acting for the

Minister for Agriculture –

Minister for the Environment 



R. Vējonis

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 126

10 February 2009

 

Notification Regarding Objections to the Registration Application for a Product Produced in Latvia

 

1. Name of the product ___________________________________________________

 (As published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis)

 

2. Official reference ________________________________________________________

 (As published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis)

Reference number _______________________________________

Date of publication _____________________________________

 

3. Contact information

	Contact person
	Given name________________
	Surname________________


Group/organisation/person ____________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________________________

 

4. Reason for objections

[ ] Does not comply with the conditions of Article _____ of Council Regulation No._______

[ ] Does not comply with the conditions of Article _____ of  Commission Regulation No._______

 

5. Description of objections (outline of the basis for objections and justification, basis for the interest)

_______________________________________________________________________
 

6. Signature and date ______________________________________________________

 
Note. The document details “Paraksts un datums” [signature and date] shall not be completed if the electronic document has been drawn up in conformity with the regulatory enactments regarding drawing up of electronic documents.

 

 

Acting for the

Minister for Agriculture –

Minister for the Environment 




R. Vējonis
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