Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 129
Adopted 13 February 2007

By-laws of the National Development Council

Issued pursuant to

Section 13 of the State Administration Structure Law

1. The National Development Council (hereinafter – Council) is a collegial advisory authority established by the Cabinet the purpose of which activities is to ensure a co-ordinated planning and monitoring of State development. 

2. The Council shall have the following functions:

2.1. to monitor and manage the activities of the State development planning system, ensuring co-ordination of the process of development planning at the national, regional and territorial local government level, and the co-ordination of State development planning and budgetary planning, promoting the long-term development of the State and the growth of the national economy;

2.2. to monitor the development and implementation process of the long-term and medium-term State planning documents; and,

2.3. to ensure communication and co-ordinated activities between the administrative institutions of the State, regions, merchants, scientists and the public.

3. The Council shall have the following tasks:

3.1. to specify the guidelines for the development of documents for the strategic planning of the State, provide the evaluation thereof and to monitor the process of implementation;

3.2. to provide proposals for the development, implementation and monitoring process of the long-term State planning document “Guidelines for the Sustainable Development of Latvia”;

3.3. to review the annual progress report regarding the process of implementation of the Latvian National Development Plan 2007-2013 prior to its submission to the Cabinet;

3.4. to provide suggestions to the Cabinet regarding the development of new documents for development planning and legislation, as well as necessary amendments to development planning documents and legislation in order to enable the successful implementation of specified strategic aims and priorities of the State; and,

3.5. to co-ordinate and monitor the activities of the State strategic analysis and research systems, ensuring co-ordinated planning of national and sectoral development. 

4. The Council has the following rights:

4.1. to establish working groups to ensure the co-ordination of the process of national sustainable development in the State in accordance with the interests of the public and the State;

4.2. to request and, with the mediation of the secretariat of the Council, receive from State and local government institutions the necessary information for the performance of its functions; and,

4.3. to invite officials from State institutions, local government institutions and other institutions and representatives from non-governmental organisations, as well as representatives from the Expert Working Group for the Latvian National Development Plan 2007-2013 to take part in meetings of the Council in an advisory capacity. 

5. The Chair of the Council shall be the Prime Minister. The Deputy Chair of the Council shall be the Minister for Regional Development and Local Governments.

6. The Council shall consist of:

6.1. the Minister for Economics

6.2. the Minister for Finance;

6.3. the Minister for Education and Science

6.4. the Minister for Culture

6.5. the Minister for Welfare

6.6. the Minister for Transport

6.7. the Minister for Health

6.8. the Minister for the Environment

6.9. the Minister for Agriculture;

6.10. the Minister for Children and Family Affairs

6.11. the Minister for Special Assignments for Electronic Government Affairs;

6.12. the Minister for Special Assignments for Administration of European Union Funds;

6.13. the Director of the State Chancellery;

6.14. the Chair of the Council for the Regional Planning and Development of Kurzeme;

6.15. the Chair of the Council for the Regional Planning and Development of Latgale;

6.16. the Chair of the Council for the Regional Planning and Development of Riga;

6.17. the Chair of the Council for the Regional Planning and Development of Vidzeme;

6.18. the Chair of the Council for the Regional Planning and Development of Zemgale;

6.19. the Chair of the Union of Local and Regional Governments of Latvia;

6.20. the Governor of the Bank of Latvia;

6.21. the Chair of the Subcommittee on Monitoring the Implementation of the National Development Plan of the Education, Culture and Science Committee of Saeima;

6.22. the President of the Latvian Academy of Sciences;

6.23. the President of the Latvian Chamber of Commerce and Industry;

6.24. the President of the Latvian Employers’ Confederation;

6.25. the Chair of the Free Trade Union Confederation of Latvia;

6.26. the Director of the Latvian Alliance for Citizenship;

6.27. the Chair of the Commission of Strategic Analysis.

7. The work of the Council shall be managed by the Chair of the Council, but during his or her absence – the Deputy Chair of the Council. The Chair of the Council shall:

7.1. convene and chair the meetings of the Council; 

7.2. approve the agenda for the meetings of the Council;

7.3. represent the Council; and

7.4. sign decisions, minutes of meetings and other documents of the Council.

8. Meetings of the Council shall be held not less than four times a year.

9. Meetings of the Council shall be convened at the instigation of the Chair or if it is requested by more than half of the members of the Council.

10. The first meeting of the Council shall be convened by the Chair of the Council.

11. The meetings of the Council shall be open to the public. The meetings of the Council shall be attended in an advisory capacity by representatives and experts from the institutions that have been invited by the Chair of the Council, his or her deputy or by members of the Council (following co-ordination with the Chair of the Council or his or her deputy).

12. The Council shall have a quorum if more than one half of the Council members are present at a meeting thereof.

13. Decisions of the Council shall be taken by open ballot with a simple majority vote of the members of the Council that are in attendance. In the event of a tied vote, the vote of the Chair of the Council shall prevail.

14. Decisions of the Council shall have a recommendatory nature.

15. The meetings and the decisions of the Council shall be recorded in minutes. The minutes shall indicate the agenda of the meeting, the participants of the meeting and those persons that have spoken on the corresponding issue and the decisions that have been taken. If any of the members of the Council disagree with a decision that has been taken the opinion of the corresponding member of the Council, at his or her request, shall be recorded in the minutes. The minutes shall be signed by the Chair of the Council and the recorder of the minutes.

16. The function of the secretariat of the Council shall be performed by the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall:

16.1. send electronically to the members of the Council, the agenda of the meeting of the Council and associated materials thereof, not later than five working days prior to the meeting of the Council, 

16.2. send the minutes of the meeting of the Council, to all the members of the Council, as well as the decisions of the Council to all the associated institutions and officials not later than five working days following the meeting of the Council;

16.3. ensure circulation of information and documents between the members of the Council, administrative institutions of the public and other associated partners; and,

16.4. perform other tasks that are connected with organising the management of the work of the Council and ensuring supply of materials.

Prime Minister 







A. Kalvītis

Minister for Regional Development 

and Local Governments






A.Štokenbergs
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