Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 130
Adopted 8 March 2004

By-law of the State Regional Development Agency
Issued pursuant to

Section 8, Paragraph three of the

Public Agencies Law

I. General Provisions

1. The State Regional Development Agency (hereinafter – Agency) is a State institution supervised by the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Governments.

2. The Agency has been established in order to administer the Regional Fund in accordance with the purposes and tasks specified by the By-law of the Regional Fund.

II. Functions and Tasks of the Agency
3. The Agency shall have the following functions:

3.1. to manage and implement State and international regional development programmes;

3.2. to ensure the administration of the resources of the Regional Fund in accordance with the purposes of the utilisation of the resources specified by the By-law of the Regional Fund;

3.3. to promote the development of the research, methodological framework and training process of regional development; and

3.4. to ensure the informing of the public regarding State aid for regional development programmes.

4. In order to implement the specified functions, the Agency shall perform the following tasks:

4.1. organise the assessment of project applications for the State and international programmes within the competence of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Governments;

4.2. develop proposals for State aid programmes that are intended for the support of regional development;

4.3. finance the regional development measures supported by the State, using the resources of the Regional Fund;

4.4. ensure the implementation of the regional development support programmes that are within the competence of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Governments;

4.5. supervise so that the resources of the Regional Fund invested in regional development support measures are used purposefully;

4.6. establish the methodological basis for the development and assessment of regional development support measures;

4.7. establish and maintain the database and archives of regional development programmes and projects;

4.8. ensure the publicity of regional development measures and training in matters of regional development;

4.9. perform research in the field of regional development in accordance with the competence thereof ;

4.10. prepare a regional development report each year in co-operation with the Ministry for Regional Development and Local Governments;

4.11. formulate proposals for the improvement of regulatory enactments in matters of regional development; and

4.12. co-operate with State and local government institutions, non-governmental organisations, natural and legal persons and international institutions in matters of regional development in accordance with the competence thereof .

III. Rights of the Agency
5. The Agency has the right to:

5.1. request and receive information necessary for the fulfilment of the functions of the Agency from State administrative institutions, as well as from natural persons and legal persons in accordance with the procedures specified by regulatory enactments ;

5.2. publish informative materials and provide information to the mass media regarding the matters within the competence of the Agency;

5.3. organise and manage seminars and conferences;

5.4. invite experts in order to perform tasks related to the work of the Agency; and

5.5. collect payment for public services provided by the Agency in accordance with the rates of public services approved by the Minister for Regional Development and Local Governments.

IV. Structure and Administration of the Agency
6. The Director of the Agency shall conduct the work of the Agency. The director of the Agency may have deputies.

7. The Agency is entitled to establish representation offices and branches thereof in Latvia and foreign states for the performance of the functions provided for in these Regulations.  The Director of the Agency shall establish and determine the competence of structural units of the Agency.

8. Representative offices of the Agency shall be established in foreign states only after co-ordination with the Minister for Regional Development and Local Governments.

Advisory Council of the Agency

9. In order to promote the co-operation of State administrative institutions in the field of regional development, the Minister for Regional Development and Local Governments shall establish the Advisory Council of the Agency (hereinafter – Advisory Council).

10. The Advisory Council shall operate in accordance with the By-law of the Council.

11. The Advisory Council has a duty to analyse the results of the operations of the Agency and to provide the Minister for Regional Development and Local Governments and the Agency with opinions and proposals regarding the implementation of a medium-term development strategy of the Agency and the improvement of the operations thereof.

12. The Director of the Agency or his or her authorised representative may participate in the meetings of the Advisory Council.

13. The Agency shall materially and technically ensure the work of the Advisory Council.

VI. Property and Financial Resources of the Agency
14. The financial resources of the Agency shall consist of:

14.1. grants from the State budget from general revenue;

14.2. revenue for the paid services provided by the Agency;

14.3. financial assistance from foreign states; and

14.4. donations and gifts.

15. The Agency is entitled to take loans and enter into lease agreements with the permission of the Minister for Finance in accordance with the Law On Budget and Financial Management. Prior to the receipt of the permission of the Minister for Finance for the referred to transactions, the Agency shall co-ordinate the prepared documentation with the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Governments.

VII. Closing Provisions

16. Cabinet Regulation No. 45 of 10 February 1998, By-law of Non-profit-Making Organisation State Limited Liability Company Regional Development (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 37; 1999, No. 104/105; 2002, No. 22) is repealed.

17. These Regulations shall come into force on 15 April 2004.
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