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Latvian Construction Standard  LBN 006-00 “Essential Requirements for Structures”
I. General Provisions
1. This Construction Standard determines the essential requirements for structures and the parts and structural elements thereof (hereinafter – structures) while under construction and under operating conditions.
2. When designing and constructing structures, taking into account economical considerations, construction products corresponding to the intended function and purpose of use shall be provided for and built in therein. 
3. Structures shall be designed and built in such a way that under normal operating conditions during the entire period of their economically substantiated operation (life cycle), taking into account the predictable effects on structures, they shall conform with the essential requirements specified in this Construction Standard. The specific levels of requirements for each particular type of structure shall be determined by the Latvian Construction Standards and other regulatory enactments.
II. Mechanical Strength and Stability
4. Structures shall be designed and built in such a way that during their operation under full design load they do not cause an emergency situation with the following consequences:
4.1. collapse of the whole structure or separate parts thereof;
4.2. considerable deformations that exceed the permissible limits;
4.3. damage to other structures, the parts, elements, installations or connections (mounting units) thereof as a result of deformations of the bearing structures; and
4.4. damage that are disproportional to the original cause. 
III. Fire safety
5. Structures shall be designed and built so as in case of fire or emergency:
5.1. they shall retain their load-bearing capacity for a certain period of time;
5.2. they shall restrict instigation (generation) and spread of fire and smoke within the structure;
5.3. they shall prevent the spreading of fire to neighbouring structures;
5.4. people within the structure can quickly leave it, be evacuated or saved by other means; and
5.5. they shall not create unpredictable threats to the operations of the fire-fighting and rescue services and shall ensure the possibility of effectively performing fire-fighting and rescue measures.
IV. Hygienics and Harmlessness to Human Health and the Environment
6. Structures must be designed and built in such a way that they do not endanger the health of the people within them or in their neighbouring structures and their environment, in particular as a result of the effects of the following factors:
6.1. emission of toxic gases;
6.2. the presence in the air of particles of dangerous substances or gases;
6.3. harmful radiation;
6.4. the pollution or poisoning of water or soil;
6.5. the unexpected leakage of smoke, waste waters, solid or liquid wastes; and
6.6. increased humidity within structures, the separate parts thereof or on separate surfaces.
V. Operational Safety
7. Structures must be designed and built in such a way that they do not cause the following consequences for the users thereof during the operation and repair of the structures:
7.1. falls;
7.2. collisions;
7.3. slipping;
7.4. burns;
7.5. electrocution; and
7.6. injuries from explosion.
VI. Protection Against Noise
8. Structures shall be designed and built in such a way that noises within them or in their surroundings are at a level which does not endanger the health of the people within the structures or in the surroundings thereof, and does not interfere with their sleep, rest, and working.
VII. Energy Economy and Heat Insulation
9. Structures and the heating and ventilation systems thereof shall be designed, made and built in such way that the energy consumption necessary for their operation shall be as low as possible, taking into account the climatic conditions at the location of the structure and the demands of the occupants (users).
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