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Issued pursuant to

Section 11, Paragraph four of the

Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which the Maritime Administration of Latvia shall provide the system of mandatory surveys on ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft in order to guarantee the safety thereof during regular voyages to and from the ports of Latvia, as well as shall specify the rights of the Maritime Administration of Latvia to investigate each casualty or incident at sea that has occurred during the referred to voyages, to promote such investigation or take part therein.

2. The non-profit-making organisation State limited liability company “Latvijas standarts” [Latvian Standard], upon the recommendation of the Ministry of Transport, shall submit for publication in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of the Republic of Latvia] a list of those Latvian national standards which shall be applied to fulfil the requirements of these Regulations (hereinafter — applicable standards).

II. Terms used in these Regulations

3. The following terms are used in these Regulations:

3.1. ro-ro passenger ship — a seagoing passenger vessel, which may carry more than 12 passengers and the facilities of which enable road or rail vehicles to roll on and roll off the vessel;

3.2. high-speed passenger craft — a high-speed craft that may carry more than 12 passengers and conforms to Chapter X, Regulation 1 of the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (including the protocols and amendments appended thereto) (hereinafter — the SOLAS Convention);

3.3. a passenger — any person present on a ship except the following:

3.3.1. the master of a vessel and the members of the crew or other persons employed or engaged on board a vessel, and

3.3.2. children under 1 year of age;

3.4. regular service — a series of voyages performed by ro-ro passenger ships or high-speed passenger craft ensuring the traffic between two or more ports, or a series of voyages from and to the same port without entering other ports:

3.4.1. in accordance with a published timetable; or

3.4.2. establishing a recognisable systematic series of voyages;

3.5. sea area — a sea area included in a list established in accordance with Council Directive 98/18/EC of 17 March 1998;

3.6. certificate:

3.6.1. for ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft engaged on international voyages — a safety certificate issued in accordance with the SOLAS Convention, together with the list of equipment of the vessel and, where necessary, exemption certificates and permits to operate; or

3.6.2. for ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft engaged on domestic voyages — a safety certificate issued in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the safety and standards of passenger vessels, together with the list of equipment of the vessel and, where necessary, exemption certificates and permits to operate;

3.7. exemption certificate — a certificate issued in accordance with Regulation I B/12(a)(vii) of the SOLAS Convention;

3.8. administration of the flag State — the competent authority of the State whose flag a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft is entitled to fly;

3.9. host State — a State from or to whose port(s) a ro-ro passenger ship or a high-speed passenger craft is engaged on a regular service;

3.10. international voyage — a voyage by sea from a port of Latvia to a port outside Latvia, or from a port outside Latvia to a port in Latvia;

3.11. domestic voyage — a voyage in navigation areas from a port in Latvia to the same or another port in Latvia (navigation between the ports of one state);

3.12. recognised organisation — an organisation that has been recognised in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding the supervision of classification societies (recognised organisations) and with which the State stock company “Latvijas Jūras administrācija” [Maritime Administration of Latvia] (hereinafter — the Maritime Administration) has entered into an authorisation agreement;

3.13. commercial company — a merchant operating one or more ro-ro passenger ships or one or more high-speed passenger craft, to which a document of compliance has been issued in accordance with Regulation IX/4 of the SOLAS Convention;

3.14. specific survey — a survey performed by the Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration (hereinafter — Maritime Safety Inspectorate) as the competent institution of the host State in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of these Regulations;

3.15. inspector — a vessel control inspector of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate, who conforms to the criteria of qualification and independence specified in Annex 1 to these Regulations;

3.16. non-compliance — such condition of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft as does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations;

3.17. substantially interested State — in accordance with the Code for the Investigation of Marine Casualties and Incidents adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) by means of Assembly Resolution A.849(20) of 27 November 1997;

3.18. lead investigating State — in accordance with the Code for the Investigation of Marine Casualties and Incidents adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) by means of Assembly Resolution A.849(20) of 27 November 1997; and

3.19. marine casualty — in accordance with the Code for the Investigation of Marine Casualties and Incidents adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) by means of Assembly Resolution A.849(20) of 27 November 1997.

III. Application of Regulations

4. These Regulations apply to all ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft engaged in international or domestic regular service to a port of Latvia or from a port of Latvia, regardless of the flag State of the vessel, in sea areas covered by vessels of Class A. The class of a passenger vessel shall be determined in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding the safety requirements for passenger vessels.

5. These Regulations shall be applied to ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft engaged on domestic voyages in sea areas other than those referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations. In such case the Regulations shall be applied to all ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft operating under the same conditions, without discrimination in respect of the flag, nationality or place of registration of the commercial company.

IV. Initial Document Verifications of Ro-Ro Passenger Ships and High Speed Passenger Craft
6. Prior to the commencement of operation by a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft on a regular service, the commercial company shall submit the necessary documents to the Maritime Safety Inspectorate. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall verify that:

6.1. the vessel has valid certificates issued by the competent authority of the flag State or by a recognised organisation acting on its behalf;

6.2. the vessel has been surveyed in order to receive certificates in conformity with the procedures and guidelines specified in the annexes to International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Assembly Resolution A.746(18) in the field of surveys in accordance with the harmonised system of survey and certification;

6.3. the vessel has a valid class certificate issued by a recognised organisation in accordance with the authorisation agreement specified in Section 18 of the Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law;

6.4. the vessel is fitted with a voyage data recorder (hereinafter — a recorder) for the purpose of providing information in case of investigation of casualty circumstances. The recorder shall conform to operational requirements specified in the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Assembly Resolution A.861(20) of 27 November 1997, as well as to the applicable standards in respect of the maritime navigation and radio communication equipment and systems; and

6.5. the vessel conforms to specific stability requirements in accordance with the stability requirements specified in the agreement of 28 February 1996 concerning specific stability requirements for ro-ro passenger ships undertaking regular scheduled international voyages between or to or from designated ports in North West Europe and the Baltic Sea, provided such requirements do not exceed those specified in the Annex to Resolution 14 of the 1995 SOLAS Conference.

7. Sub-paragraph 6.5 of these Regulations shall be applied to high-speed passenger craft if the referred to requirement is applicable to the specific vessel under the verification in conformity with the SOLAS Convention.

V. Initial Verifications Performed in Respect of Commercial Companies and Flag States

8. Prior to the commencement of operation by a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall:

8.1. verify whether the commercial company that uses or plans to use the vessel on a regular service:

8.1.1. performs the necessary measures in order to fulfil the requirements referred to in Annex 2 to these Regulations and provides the host States involved in the regular service with evidence that the requirements referred to in this Chapter and in Chapter IV have been fulfilled; and

8.1.2. agrees that the host State, flag State or the State in the waters of which a marine casualty has occurred may investigate the marine casualty or incident, promote the investigation or take part therein in accordance with Chapter XII of these Regulations, and provides the representatives of the relevant state with access to the recorder information of the vessels involved in the casualty or incident; and

8.2. if a vessel flies a flag of another state, verify whether the flag State has accepted the commitments of the commercial company to fulfil the requirements of the SOLAS Convention in respect of ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft.

VI. Initial Specific Surveys of Vessels
9. Prior to the commencement of operation by a vessel on a regular service to and from the ports of Latvia, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall perform the initial specific survey of the vessel in accordance with Annexes 2 and 3 to these Regulations in order to ascertain that the vessel conforms to the necessary requirements for the safe operation of a regular service.

10. In the application of Paragraph 9 of these Regulations, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate after co-ordination with the commercial company shall specify a date for the specific survey of the vessel, which may not be later than one month after the date when the Inspectorate received the documents necessary for the completion of the verifications specified in Chapters IV and V of these Regulations.

VII. Special Provisions

11. When a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft engaged on a regular service is involved in a new regular service to and from the ports of Latvia, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall evaluate the verifications and surveys carried out during the previous regular service of the vessel. If the Inspectorate considers that the results of such verifications and surveys are satisfactory and if they conform to the new operational conditions, Chapters IV, V and VI of these Regulations shall not be applied prior to the commencement of the operation by the ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft on the new regular service.

12. Chapters IV, V and VI of these Regulations shall not be applied if a ro-ro passenger ship or high speed passenger craft, which conforms to the requirements of these Regulations and already operates regular services, is transferred to another regular service where the ports of Latvia are involved and if the Maritime Administration, as well as the competent institutions of the host States, have recognised the route characteristics of the new voyage as similar and, on the basis of a submission by the commercial company, have agreed that the vessel conforms to all safety requirements on the new voyage.

13. If due to unforeseen circumstances it is necessary to replace a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft in order to ensure continuity of the service, and Paragraphs 11 and 12 of these Regulations are not applicable, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall allow to commence the operation of the relevant vessel if during the verification of documents and visual inspection of the vessel it has been established that the ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft conforms to the requirements specified in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations. Within a period of one month after the commencement of the operation of a vessel, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall perform the surveys and verifications referred to in Chapters IV, V and VI of these Regulations.

VIII. Regular Specific Surveys and Other Regular Surveys
14. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall once every 12 months perform the following surveys:

14.1. a specific survey in accordance with Annex 3 to these Regulations; and

14.2. a survey during a regular service in the amount referred to in Annexes 2, 3, and 4 to these Regulations, in order to ascertain that a vessel conforms to the requirements specified by these Regulations. An initial specific survey of a vessel, which has been performed in accordance with Paragraphs 8 and 9 of these Regulations, shall be considered as a regular specific survey.

15. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall perform a regular specific survey in accordance with Annex 3 to these Regulations if repairs or alterations of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft have been performed, or if the technical management, the flag State or the class of a vessel has changed. If the technical management, the flag State or the class of a vessel has changed, the previously performed surveys and verifications shall be assessed. If it is established that the relevant changes do not affect the safe operation of a vessel, the vessel shall be released from the specific survey.
16. If during the surveys referred to in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations non-compliance has been discovered that may serve as a basis for the prevention of the operation of a vessel, all the costs related to the surveys shall be covered by the commercial company.

IX. Notification
17. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall inform commercial companies in writing regarding the results of the surveys and verifications referred to in Chapters IV, V, VI and VIII of these Regulations.

X. Prevention of Operation

18. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall prevent the operation of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft on a regular service until the moment when it establishes that the relevant non-compliance has been rectified and the requirements of these Regulations have been observed if:

18.1. non-compliance with the requirements referred to in Chapters IV and V of these Regulations has been established;

18.2. non-compliance, which poses immediate danger to the vessel, its crew and passengers, has been established during the surveys referred to in Chapters VI and VIII of these Regulations;

18.3. non-compliance has been established with regulatory enactments regarding the procedures by which reports regarding dangerous and polluting cargoes of vessels shall be provided, regulatory enactments regarding the procedures for utilisation of Latvian waters and navigation regime therein, regulatory enactments regarding the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers of Latvia, as well as Council Regulation (EC) No 3051/95 of 8 December 1995 on the safety management of roll-on/roll-off passenger ferries (ro-ro ferries), and the relevant non-compliance poses immediate danger to the vessel, its crew and passengers; or

18.4. no negotiations have taken place with the flag State regarding the matters referred to in Paragraph 32 or 35 of these Regulations.

19. The Inspectorate shall inform the commercial company in writing regarding a decision to prevent the operation of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft and giving full reasoning.

20. If non-compliance that does not pose immediate danger to the vessel, its crew and passengers has been established in respect of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft operating a regular service, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall assign the commercial company to perform the necessary measures for the rectification of the non-compliance immediately or within a well defined and reasonable period of time. If the non-compliance has not been rectified within the time period specified by the Inspectorate, the Inspectorate shall prevent the operation of the vessel.

21. If Chapters IV, V and VI of these Regulations are applied prior to the commencement of operation by a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft on a regular service, a decision by the Maritime Safety Inspectorate regarding the prevention of the operation of a vessel shall be taken within a period of one month after the initial specific survey and the commercial company shall be immediately informed thereof.

XI. Procedures for Initial and Regular Specific Surveys
22. Ro-ro passenger ships or high-speed passenger craft that are subject to the initial and regular specific surveys shall be exempted from the expanded inspections specified in regulatory enactments regarding the port State control.

23. If other host States are involved in the specific survey of a vessel, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall co-operate with the administrations thereof and perform specific surveys in co-operation with qualified inspectors of such States. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall report the discovered cases of non-compliance to the administration of the host State. If Latvia is not involved as a host State in a survey where non-compliance has been established, the Inspectorate shall request the relevant information regarding the vessels of Latvia from other host States.
24. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate may perform the specific survey at the request of another involved host State.

25. If the Maritime Safety Inspectorate has received a submission from commercial companies, it shall invite the administration of the flag State that is not a host State to take part in the specific survey that is performed in accordance with these Regulations.

26. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate, in planning surveys in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of these Regulations, shall take into account the operational and maintenance schedule of the vessel.

27. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall compile the results of the specific surveys in a survey report in accordance with Annexes 5 and 6 to these Regulations.

XII. Investigation of Marine Casualties

28. The Maritime Administration of Latvia, when performing the investigation of a marine casualty involving a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft, shall co-operate with the host States, the flag State and the state, in whose waters the marine casualty has occurred in accordance with the Code for the investigation of marine casualties.

29. When a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft is involved in a marine casualty, the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall commence investigation if the casualty has occurred in the territorial waters thereof. In the case referred to the Inspectorate in conformity with the Code for the investigation of marine casualties shall be responsible for the investigation, as well as the co-ordination with other substantially interested States, until the moment when a mutual agreement is achieved as to which state will be the lead investigating State.

30. The Maritime Administration, when conducting an investigation or participating therein, shall take into account the requirements specified in the Code for the investigation of marine casualties and shall act in the most efficient way and within the shortest possible time.

31. Investigation reports shall be available to the public in accordance with the Code for the investigation of marine casualties.

XIII. Accompanying Measures

32. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate, upon issuing or approving an exemption certificate, shall co-operate with the relevant host State or the administration of the flag State in order to agree upon the suitability of the exemptions prior to the initial specific survey.

33. The Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre and the Vessel Traffic Service shall ensure the safety of the regular service or a part thereof in respect of ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft, by using shore-based navigational guidance systems and other information schemes at their disposal in conformity with International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Assembly Resolution A.795(19) of 23 November 1995.

34. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall ensure that commercial companies operating ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft on regular services, in co-operation with the administrations of the relevant states, implement and maintain the integrated system of contingency planning for shipboard emergencies specified in International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Assembly Resolution A.852(20) of 27 November 1997.

35. Prior to the issuance of the permit to operate high-speed passenger craft in conformity with Paragraph 1.9.3 of the High-speed Craft Code (included in the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Maritime Safety Committee Resolution MSC 36(63) of 20 May 1994), the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall co-operate with the administration of the flag State in order to specify or maintain operational restrictions that, taking into account local circumstances, are necessary for the protection of human life, natural resources and coastal activities and shall take measures for the efficient application of such restrictions.

XIV. Co-operation between Host States
36. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate, when applying the requirements of these Regulations, shall maintain contacts with other host States involved in the regular service.

XV. Supporting Measures
37. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall inform the third States (the States which implement the flag State responsibilities or responsibilities equal to the responsibilities of a host State in respect of ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft operating on a route between the ports of Latvia and the ports of a third State) regarding the requirements of these Regulations in respect of commercial companies.

XVI. Contesting and Appeal of Decisions

38. A decision of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate regarding the prevention of the activities of a commercial company may be contested within a period of one month after the taking of such decision in the Maritime Administration of Latvia in accordance with the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

39. A decision of the Maritime Administration of Latvia within a time period of one month may be appealed in court in accordance with the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from Council Directive 1999/35/EC of 29 April 1999 on a system of mandatory surveys for the safe operation of regular ro-ro ferry and high-speed passenger craft services and Directive 2002/84/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 November 2002 amending the Directives on maritime safety and the prevention of pollution from ships.
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Criteria of Qualification and Independence for Qualified Inspectors of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate

1. The specific survey specified in Paragraphs 8 and 9 of these Regulations shall be performed by a qualified inspector of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate (hereinafter — the Inspectorate), who conforms to the criteria referred to in Paragraphs 2 and 3 or Paragraph 4 of this Annex.

2. A qualified inspector of the Inspectorate shall have at least one year of work experience at the Inspectorate in the position of a flag State inspector, performing surveys and issuing certificates in accordance with the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (including the protocols and amendments appended thereto) (hereinafter — the SOLAS Convention), and shall have at least one of the certificates referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.1 or 2.2 of this Annex, or such inspector shall conform to the criteria referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.3:

2.1. a certificate of competency as master for work on ships of 3000 gross tonnage or more in accordance with Regulation II/2 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (hereinafter — the STCW Convention);

2.2. a certificate of competency as chief engineer for work on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more in accordance with Regulation III/2 of the STCW Convention; or

2.3. an examination has been passed in the profession of a naval architect, mechanical engineer or engineer, or in another profession in the maritime field and he or she has worked in that profession for at least five years.

3. A qualified inspector of the Inspectorate who has the certificate of competency referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.1 or 2.2 of this Annex, shall have at least five years work experience at sea performing the duties of the officer in the deck or engine department respectively.

4. A qualified inspector of the Inspectorate shall have a corresponding university diploma or a document regarding the acquisition of an equivalent education, a diploma regarding education at a school for ship safety inspectors and at least two years experience working as a flag State control inspector, performing surveys and issuing certificates in accordance with the requirements of the SOLAS Convention.

5. A qualified inspector of the Inspectorate shall be able to communicate with seafarers in English orally and in writing.

6. A qualified inspector of the Inspectorate shall have sufficient knowledge of the provisions of the SOLAS Convention and of the relevant procedures of these Regulations.
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Specific Requirements for Commercial Companies

Commercial companies shall ensure that the following conditions are observed on the ro-ro passenger ships and high-speed passenger craft operated by them:

1. Before the vessel begins to sail the master shall receive information regarding the availability of shore-based navigational guidance systems and other information systems that ensure safety of navigation, and shall make use of the navigational guidance and information systems of the European Union Member States.

2. The provisions of Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), Maritime Safety Committee Circular No 699 of 9 December 1994 on the revised guidelines for passenger safety instructions shall be applied.

3. A list of onboard working arrangements shall be placed in an easily accessible place on the ship. The list shall contain the following:

3.1. the schedule of service at sea and in a port; and

3.2. the maximum hours of work or the minimum hours of rest for the watchkeepers.

4. The master is not constrained from taking any decision in respect of the safe navigation and operation of the vessel.

5. The master shall provide a record of the navigational activities and incidents, which are of importance to safety of navigation.

6. The master shall without delay inform the Inspectorate and the host State regarding any damage to or deformations of the shell doors and hull plating, as well as any cases of non-compliance in the securing arrangements of such doors, and the repair of the vessel shall be performed promptly.

7. Prior to the departure of a ro-ro passenger ship or high-speed passenger craft on a voyage, the updated voyage plan shall be available.

8. General information regarding the services and assistance available to elderly persons and disabled persons on board shall be available to the passengers (for visually impaired persons the information shall be available in an appropriate format).
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Procedures for Specific Surveys

1. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate, when performing a specific survey, shall ascertain that the requirements of international regulatory enactments binding on Latvia are observed in respect of:
1.1. the construction of the vessel;

1.2. the hull subdivisions and stability;

1.3. machinery and electrical installations;

1.4. loading and fire safety;

1.5. the maximum number of passengers;

1.6. life saving appliances;

1.7. the carriage of dangerous goods;

1.8. radio communications; and

1.9. navigation.

2. A specific survey shall include the following components:

2.1. the starting of the emergency generator;

2.2. the inspection of the emergency lighting;

2.3. the inspection of the emergency source of power for the radio communication equipment;

2.4. the testing of the public address system;

2.5. a fire drill, including a demonstration of the ability to use the fire fighting equipment;

2.6. the operation of the emergency fire-pump if two fire hoses are connected to the water fire extinguishing system;

2.7. tests for the verification of the remote emergency stop controls for the fuel supply to the boilers, main engines and auxiliary engines, as well as ventilation fans, in emergency situations;

2.8. tests for the verification of the remote and local controls for the closing of the fire dampers;

2.9. the testing of the fire detection and alarm systems;

2.10. the testing of the closing of the fire doors;

2.11. the operation of the bilge pumps;

2.12. the closing of the watertight bulkhead doors, using both the remote and local controls;

2.13. the procedures that prove that the responsible crew members are acquainted with the action plan in cases of an emergency;

2.14. the lowering of at least one rescue boat and one lifeboat into the water, starting and testing their propulsion and steering system, and recovering the boats from the water back into their stowed position on board;

2.15. the verification of the inventory of the lifeboats and rescue boats; and

2.16. the testing of the steering gear and emergency steering gear of the vessel.

3. A specific survey shall include the verification of the planned technical maintenance system on board.

4. During a specific survey the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall verify the knowledge of the crew members regarding the safety procedures and procedures to be performed in emergency situations, the maintenance of the vessel, working practices, passengers safety, navigation bridge procedures, as well as activities related to the cargo and vehicles that are carried. The ability of the seafarers to understand orders and instructions and, where necessary, to give such, as well as to report back in the common working language as recorded in the ship’s logbook, shall be checked.

5. During a specific survey the Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall verify the documents that prove that the crew members have successfully completed special training in respect of the following:

5.1. the passengers crowd-management training;

5.2. an introductory course in safety;
5.3. safety — for the personnel which in case of emergency provide direct safety assistance to the passengers in passenger spaces, in particular to elderly persons and persons with special needs; and

5.4. the crisis control and human behaviour management.

6. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate shall recognise the certificates of competence of crew members issued by other states (which are not the European Union Member States) if they conform to the requirements of Regulation I/10 of the STCW Convention.
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Guidelines for Inspectors for the Performance of Unscheduled Surveys during Regular Voyages

Inspectors of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate, who perform unscheduled surveys during regular voyages, shall verify:

1. Information related to passengers:
1.1. whether the number of passengers for which the vessel is intended is not exceeded;

1.2. whether the system for the registration of passengers conforms to the regulations and is applied; and

1.3. the way the information regarding the total number of passengers is passed on to the Ship’s master. Where necessary, the inspector shall clarify how the passengers who undertake a double voyage without going ashore are included in the total number of passengers for the return voyage.

2. Loading and stability:

2.1. whether reliable draught gauges are fitted and used if this is necessary;

2.2. whether measures have been taken in order to ensure that the vessel is not overloaded and the appropriate sub-division load line is not submerged;

2.3. whether the cargo is loaded and the stability assessed in conformity with the specified requirements;

2.4. whether the goods vehicles and other cargo items are weighed, if this is necessary, and the relevant figures are passed to the vessel for use in the loading and stability assessment; and

2.5. whether the damage control plans are permanently exhibited in a visible place and the booklets containing damage control information are at the disposal of the ship’s officers.

3. Measures for safety at sea:

3.1. whether the procedure is observed to verify that all the watertight doors of the vessel are closed and the ship is secured for sea;

3.2. whether all the vehicle deck doors are closed before the departure of the vessel or remain open not longer than for the time period necessary to close the bow visor, stern and side doors of the vessel;

3.3. whether the indicator lights and TV surveillance on the navigation bridge are provided to show the status of the indicators; and

3.4. whether any difficulties with the operation of the indicator lights, particularly in respect of the switches at the doors are ascertained and accordingly reported.

4. Safety announcements:

4.1. whether the forms of routine safety announcements, instruction posters and guidance regarding emergency procedures can be found on the vessel in the respective language or languages; and

4.2. whether the routine safety announcements take place at the commencement of the voyage and can be heard in all places available to passengers, including the open decks.

5. Logbook entries:

5.1. whether entries are made regarding the closing of the bow, stern and other watertight doors and weathertight doors, as well as regarding the drills for operating the sub-division watertight doors, testing of steering gears; and

5.2. whether the information regarding the draught, freeboard height and stability are recorded.

6. Dangerous cargoes:

6.1. whether all the dangerous or polluting cargoes of goods are carried in accordance with the relevant regulations and a declaration of dangerous and polluting cargoes and a manifest or stowage plan (a copy shall be available ashore) that specifies the location of the dangerous or polluting goods on board are submitted, as well as whether the carriage of the particular cargo on passenger vessels is permitted and the dangerous or polluting goods are properly marked, labelled, stowed, secured and segregated;

6.2. whether the vehicles carrying dangerous or polluting cargoes of goods are appropriately marked and secured;

6.3. whether the master knows the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments, by which reports regarding dangerous and polluting cargoes of vessels shall be provided, and the instructions on the emergency procedures to be followed, as well as the rendering of first aid if an incident with dangerous cargoes or substances occurs and the sea gets polluted; and

6.4. whether the ventilation system of the vehicle deck operates without interruption, whether the ventilation is increased when the engines of the vehicles are running, and whether there is a device on the navigation bridge to show that the vehicle deck ventilation is in operation.

7. Securing freight vehicles:

7.1. how freight vehicles are secured (for example, block or individual lashing) and whether there is a sufficient number of securing points;

7.2. the procedures for securing vehicles in adverse weather conditions, as well as the method of securing coaches and motor cycles, if any; and

7.3. whether the cargo securing instructions are available.

8. Vehicle decks:

8.1. whether special category territories and ro-ro cargo spaces are being continuously patrolled or monitored by a TV surveillance system so that any movement of vehicles in any weather conditions and the unauthorised presence of passengers in such territory would be noticed; and

8.2. whether the fire doors and entrance doors are kept shut and notices are posted with a prohibition for the passengers to remain in vehicles whilst the vessel is at sea.

9. Securing of watertight doors:

9.1. whether the measures specified in the vessel’s operational instructions in respect of the sub-division watertight doors are observed;

9.2. whether the necessary training is performed;

9.3. whether the watertight doors are controlled from the navigation bridge and, if possible, whether the local control is performed;

9.4. whether the doors are kept closed under conditions of restricted visibility and in hazardous situations; and

9.5. whether the crew is instructed how to operate the watertight doors correctly and is aware of the dangers of their misuse.

10. Fire monitoring by fire patrols — whether the patrols are being maintained so efficiently that any outbreak of fire may be readily detected. Fire monitoring and patrols shall be maintained in special category territories where a fixed fire detection and alarm system is not fitted, these territories may be patrolled in accordance with Sub-paragraph 8.1 of this Annex.

11. Communications in an emergency:

11.1. whether the number of the crew members to assist passengers in an emergency is sufficient and they are readily identifiable, and whether they are able to communicate with the passengers in an emergency, taking into account one or more of the following factors respectively:

11.1.1. the language or languages that conform to the principal languages used by the passengers that are carried on a particular route;

11.1.2. whether the crew members are able to provide basic instructions in elementary English, which may become a means of communication with a passenger in need of assistance, regardless of the fact whether the passenger and the crew member speak the same or different languages;

11.1.3. a possible need to communicate during an emergency by using demonstration, hand signals or calling attention to the location of instructions, muster stations, life-saving devices or evacuation routes when verbal communication is impractical;

11.1.4. the extent to which complete safety instructions have been provided to passengers in their native language or languages; and

11.1.5. the languages in which emergency announcements may be broadcast during an emergency or drill to convey critical guidance to passengers and to facilitate crew members in assisting passengers.

12. The common working language of the crew — whether a working language is specified to ensure effective crew performance as regards safety matters, and whether this working language is recorded in the ship’s logbook.

13. Safety equipment:

13.1. whether the life-saving and fire fighting appliances, particularly the fire doors, as well as other items of the structural fire protection and that may be readily inspected, are in good technical condition;

13.2. whether the fire control plans are exhibited in a permanently visible place and the ship’s officers have received the booklets containing equivalent information;

13.3. whether the lifejackets are appropriately stowed and the lifejackets for children are stowed in readily identifiable places; and

13.4. whether the loading of vehicles on the vessel does not prevent the operation of the fire controls, emergency shut-offs and other emergency equipment.

14. Navigational and radio communication equipment — whether the navigational and radio communication equipment, including emergency position-indicating radio beacons, are operational.

15. Supplementary emergency lighting — whether supplementary emergency lighting is fitted in the cases provided for, and whether a record of non-compliance is being kept.

16. Means of escape:

16.1. whether the means of escape are appropriately marked and illuminated, using the main and emergency sources of power;

16.2. whether measures are taken to keep vehicles clear of escape routes where the means of escape pass through vehicle decks; and

16.3. whether the exits are not blocked, particularly those from duty free shops, where they have been blocked due to an excess of goods.

17. Vessel’s operations book:

17.1. whether the master and each senior officer has received a copy of the operations book and other copies are available to all members of the crew; and

17.2. whether there are check lists regarding the preparation for sea and other operations.

18. Engine room cleanliness — whether the engine rooms are maintained clean in accordance with the maintenance procedures.

19. Garbage disposal — whether the arrangements for the handling and disposal of garbage are satisfactory.

20. Planned maintenance:

20.1. whether all commercial companies have specific provisions in respect of the planned maintenance of all safety related areas including bow doors and stern doors of the vessel, side openings together with their closing arrangements, as well as the engine room maintenance and safety equipment.

20.2. whether there are plans on the vessel for the regular checking of all items in order to maintain safety requirements at the highest level;

20.3. whether there are procedures for recording and confirming cases of non-compliance, in accordance with which appropriate repairs are performed, and the master and a management representative ashore designated by the commercial company is aware of the relevant deficiencies and receives a notification regarding the rectifying thereof within a specified time; and
20.4. whether it is ascertained during the periodic checking how the inner and outer bow door closing arrangements, the indicators and surveillance equipment operates, as well as whether the scuppers located in the spaces between the bow visor and the inner door, especially the closing mechanisms and their associated hydraulic systems, are checked.

21. Voyage:

21.1. whether there is no overcrowding, particularly, whether there is a sufficient number of seats and the passageways, stairs and emergency exits are not blocked by baggage and passengers during a voyage; and

21.2. whether the vehicle deck is vacated by passengers before the ship sails and they do not have a possibility to access the vehicle deck prior to docking.
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Annex 5
Cabinet Regulation No. 145

14 February 2006

Survey Report1

on the system of mandatory surveys for the safe operation of regular ro-ro passenger ship and high-speed passenger craft services

Form A

Reporting State ________________ Other host State (host States) involved in the survey ____________

The type of survey (mark as appropriate):

initial specific □ annual specific □ annual, during a regular service □ unscheduled specific □

1. Name of ship 
 

2. Flag of ship2
 

3. Type of ship  (mark as appropriate):

ro-ro passenger (70)3 □ high-speed passenger (83)3 □

4. Call sign 
 

5. IMO number 
 

6. Gross tonnage 
 

7. Year of built4 
 

8. Date of the final report ___ (date) __________ (month) _____ (year)

9. Location of the survey 
 

10. Recognised organisation 
 

11. Date of prevention of the operation of the vessel 
 

11A. Date of issue of a detention notice 
 
12. Name, address (in accordance with ISM Document of Compliance), telephone and fax number of the commercial company5
13. I certify that the information specified in Paragraph 12 is correct

Given name, surname of the master __________________________________ Signature ______________________

14. The ferry or craft route

(routes) 
 

15. Company conformity surveys:

initial specific survey □ unscheduled survey □

16. Information regarding the certificate (certificates) issued:

	No.
	Title
	Issuing authority
	Date of issue of the certificate
	Dare of expiry of the certificate
	Information on last annual or intermediate survey

	
	
	
	
	
	Date of survey
	Surveying authority
	port and state

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


17. Deficiencies found no □ yes □ (see the attached form B)

18. Ship detained no □ yes □

18 A Operation prevented no □ yes □
19. Do any detainable deficiencies meet criteria class responsibility6, no □ yes □

20. Survey 

institution/branch: 
 

20.1. address 


20.2. telephone number 


20.2. fax number 


20.3. e-mail address 


Given name, surname, signature of the inspector 


Notes.

1. This report shall be retained on board for at least two years and shall be available for consultation by the host State inspector at all times.

2. Code as defined in the manual of the Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control.

3. Code as defined in the manual of the Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control.

4. The date on which keel was laid or the ship was at a similar stage of construction or repairs, alterations or modifications of a major character and outfitting related thereto, commenced.

5. This report has been issued solely for the purpose of informing the master and other host States that a survey by the host State specified at the beginning of the report has taken place in accordance with Council Directive 1999/35/EC. This report cannot be construed as a seaworthiness certificate in access of the certificates the ship is required to carry.

6. In accordance with the manual of the Paris Memorandum of Understanding on port State control.
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Annex 6
Cabinet Regulation No. 145

14 February 2006

Survey Report

on the system of mandatory surveys for the safe operation of a ro-ro passenger ship and high-speed passenger craft services

Form B

Address, telephone and fax number, e-mail address of the Maritime Administration of Latvia 


1. Name of ship 


2. IMO number 


3. Date of the final report 


4. Place of inspection 


5. Deficiencies found and follow-up actions

	Group code
	Defective item
	Nature of defect
	Reference to Convention1
	Action taken2
	Additional comments
	Class responsibility1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	5


Given name, surname ___________________________________ signature _______________ of the inspector

Notes.

1 To be completed only in the event of detention (for ships smaller than 500 GT — for reference only).

2 In accordance with explanation (the list of possible deficiency actions taken).

Explanatory note.

List of possible deficiency actions taken

	Code of deficiency action taken
	Code explanation
	Code application
	Notes

	10
	Rectified
	Deficiency rectified
	(1) Never with a detainable deficiency

(2) Only for International Safety Management Code (ISM) defective items and never with a detainable deficiency

(3) Only for International Safety Management Code (ISM) defective items and always with a detainable deficiency

 (4) Only for International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS) defective items

	15
	At the next port
	Rectify deficiency at the next port (1)
	

	16
	within 14 days
	Rectify deficiency within 14 days (1)
	

	17
	Before departure
	Rectify deficiency before departure
	

	18
	Within three months
	Rectify non-conformity in three months (2)
	

	19
	Major non-conformity
	Rectify major non-conformity before departure (3)
	

	26
	Competent Security Authority informed
	Competent Security Authority informed (4)
	

	30
	Detained
	Grounds for detention
	

	47
	Agreed class condition
	As in agreed class condition
	

	55
	Flag consulted
	Flag state consulted
	

	65
	Operation stopped
	Prohibition to continue operations
	

	80
	Temporary substitute
	Temporary substitution of the equipment
	

	81
	Temporary repairs
	Temporary repair to be carried out 
	

	95
	Letter of warning issued
	Letter of warning issued
	

	96
	Letter of warning withdrawn
	Letter of warning withdrawn
	

	99
	Master instructed
	Master instructed
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