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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 146

Adopted 18 April 2000

Procedures for Registration of Ship Passengers

Issued pursuant to Section 14, Paragraph 3 of the Law 

On the Structure of the Cabinet

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for registration of ship passengers in order to enhance the safety of passengers on ships which travel between ports of Latvia and of other states, and the possibility of rescue of passengers and crew if a ship accident has taken place, as well as to ensure the efficiency of search and rescue measures.

2. A passenger shall mean a person who has entered into a contract of carriage with an operator of a passenger ship (a person who is not a ship’s agent and who has been authorised by the ship’s owner to manage and operate the ship) or a person authorised by the operator.

3. These Regulations shall apply to passenger ships of Latvia as well as to foreign passenger ships entering ports of Latvia, except:

3.1. ships of war and troopships; and

3.2. pleasure yachts if they carry not more than 12 passengers for commercial purposes.

II. Registration of Passengers

4. If a passenger ship undertakes a voyage of more than 20 miles from the port of departure, a duly authorised member of the ship’s crew shall obtain the following information regarding each passenger on board the ship:

4.1. initial or the first name and the surname;

4.2. gender;

4.3. age category (adult, child, or infant) and the age or year of birth; and

4.4. need for special care or assistance in emergency situations.

5. The authorised member of a ship’s crew shall compile the information referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations and, prior to the departure of the ship, submit such to the passenger registrar, ship’s agent or another person authorised by the operator of the ship.

6. The passenger registrar shall be a responsible person on shore designated by the operator of a ship and whose duty is to ensure compliance with the requirements of the ISM Code (International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention) and to register and keep information regarding passengers.

7. The passenger registrar, ship’s agent or another person authorised by the operator of a ship shall deliver the information referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, as well as  a list of the crew, to the Harbour Master Service not later than 30 minutes after departure of the ship from its berth.

8. The Harbour Master Service, at the request of the Search and Rescue Service of the Maritime Administration of Latvia, shall without delay forward to the Harbour Master Service relevant information received from the passenger registrar, ship’s agent or another person authorised by the operator of the ship.

9. The information specified in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations shall be kept until the ship has reached the next port.

10. The operator of a ship shall be liable for the development and maintenance of a passenger registration system.

11. The operator of a ship shall include in the passenger registration system the information referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations.

12. The passenger registration system shall comply with the following criteria:

12.1. format that is easy to read;

12.2. the information shall be easily available to responsible authorities of Latvia and other states that investigate passenger ship accidents and rectify the consequences of accidents;

12.3. the registration may not delay the passengers embarking or disembarking from the ship; and

12.4. the information shall be protected against accidental or unlawful destruction, loss, unauthorised alteration, disclosure or access to it.

III. Monitoring of Passenger Registration

13. The  Maritime Administration of Latvia shall monitor the ensuring of compilation and maintenance of the information referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations by the operator of a ship, as well as access to it (together with information on the name of the ship, ports of arrival and departure, the time of departure from a port and the anticipated time of arrival at the next port) for liable authorities, if the relevant information is required for search and rescue of passengers or for the rectification of the consequences of an accident.

14. The operator of a ship shall be penalised, in accordance with the Administrative Violations Code of Latvia, for non-compliance with these Regulations. The licence issued to an operator of a ship for the carriage of passengers may be cancelled.

IV. Closing Provision
15. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 June 2000.
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