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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 166

Adopted 23 April, 2002

Veterinary Requirements for Handling of Poultry and Hatching Eggs
Issued pursuant to Section 20, Paragraph four and Section 25, Clause 1 of the Veterinary Medicine Law 
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the veterinary requirements for the obtaining of meat and eggs or poultry intended for the renewal of game resources (chickens, turkeys, guinea fowls, ducks, geese, quails, pigeons, pheasants, partridges and ostriches), as well as for the handling of hatching eggs obtained from poultry.

2. The Food and Veterinary Service shall include undertakings for poultry breeding and obtaining of hatching eggs in a list of facilities under State supervision and perform the supervision and control thereof. 

II. Requirements for Undertakings of Poultry Breeding 

and Obtaining of Hatching Eggs
3. Poultry shall be bred and eggs shall be obtained in an undertaking, which complies with the requirements of these Regulations and which is under the supervision and control of the Food and Veterinary Service.  

4. In an undertaking where different species of poultry are bred, each species shall be kept separately. 

5. Premises shall be emptied, cleaned, washed and disinfected before placement of poultry in an undertaking.

6. The hatchery section in an undertaking shall be separated from premises where poultry are kept.

7. Locations with equipment for grading and sorting by categories, disinfecting, storage, incubation of hatching eggs and/or hatching of chickens, sorting of poultry of twenty-four hours of age and, if necessary, vaccination before distribution shall be organised in a hatchery section.

8. The flow principle of the technological production process shall be ensured in an undertaking.

9. During the egg hatching process the following shall be disinfected:

9.1. hatching eggs – before the hatching; and

9.2. hatchery premises, equipment and inventory – after completion of the incubation of each batch of eggs.  

10. In an egg hatchery department:

10.1. entry of poultry and rodents shall not be allowed;

10.2. the walls and floors shall be smooth, waterproof, and easy to wash and disinfect;

10.3. there shall be natural or artificial lighting; and

10.4. there shall be a ventilation system that ensures evacuation of water vapour condensate and gases, as well as a supply of fresh air.

11. Hatching eggs shall be collected from the poultry holding and disinfected not less frequently than twice a day.

12. Disinfection, disinsectisation and deratisation of the premises of an undertaking shall be performed in accordance with the requirements prescribed by regulatory enactments.

13. The owner of an undertaking shall ensure regular recording of poultry and compile the results regarding obtained, imported, and exported poultry and hatching eggs indicating:

13.1. quantity;

13.2. species and age of poultry;

13.3. origin;

13.4. hatchery results;

13.5. results of laboratory examinations;

13.6. date of poultry vaccination, if such has been performed, name and serial number of the used vaccine;

13.7. cases and causes of poultry diseases or deaths; 

13.8. date of importation and exportation; and

13.9. destination of exportation.

14. The owner of an undertaking shall:

14.1. inform an inspector or practising veterinarian regarding the possible contracting of infectious diseases by poultry;  

14.2. provide relevant working conditions for the inspector or his or her authorised veterinarian and access to any production premises of an undertaking;

14.3. subject the poultry to measures for the diagnosis, treatment and prophylaxis of infectious diseases;

14.4. provide the employees of an undertaking with working clothes and visitors with protective clothing; and

14.5. keep the data referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations for not less than two years.

III. Veterinary Requirements for Distribution of Poultry and Hatching Eggs
15. Hatching eggs and poultry are permitted to be distributed if:

15.1. they have been obtained in an undertaking which is under the supervision and control of the Food and Veterinary Service;

15.2. the practising veterinarian (hereinafter – veterinarian) has not determined clinical features of diseases for the poultry before distribution;

15.3. an undertaking is not subject to the restrictions specified in regulatory enactments, which restrictions are connected with avian influenza or Newcastle disease; and 

15.4. in accordance with the State programme on combating and prevention of infectious animal diseases, vaccination or diagnostic examinations of infectious diseases have been performed and the results of the examinations regarding the state of poultry health have been received before distribution.  

16. It is permitted to distribute hatching eggs if the eggs have been obtained from poultry which has been bred in an undertaking for not less than 42 days and the veterinarian has performed a poultry inspection 24 hours before the distribution of the hatching eggs and has not determined the features of disease.

17. It is permitted to distribute poultry of an age of twenty-four hours if the poultry has been bred in an undertaking for not less than 42 days and the veterinarian has performed a clinical inspection before distribution and has not determined the features of disease.

18. It is permitted to distribute poultry intended for breeding if it has been bred in an undertaking for not less than 42 days and the veterinarian has performed a clinical inspection 24 hours before the distribution and has not determined the features of disease.

19. It is permitted to distribute poultry intended for slaughter if it has been bred in an undertaking for not less than 21 days and the veterinarian has performed a clinical inspection 48 hours before removal to a slaughterhouse and has not determined the features of disease.

20. The following veterinary accompanying documents shall be necessary for the transportation of poultry and hatching eggs:

20.1. a declaration regarding the movement of animals for transporting poultry; or

20.2. a veterinary certificate for transporting hatching eggs.

21. Poultry of twenty-four hours age and hatching eggs shall be transported in disposable boxes or in boxes that shall be washed and disinfected before repeat usage.

22. In transporting of poultry of twenty-four hours age and hatching eggs the following requirements shall be observed:

22.1. they shall be separated by species and groups according to the intended type of use; and

22.2. poultry of twenty-four hours age and hatching eggs obtained in one undertaking shall be placed in a box. 

23. The following shall be indicated on the box:

23.1. name of the dispatching state;

23.2. species, number and group of hatching eggs or poultry;

23.3. name, address and supervision number of such undertaking in which the poultry or hatching eggs has been obtained; and

23.4. destination of the dispatched consignment.

24. Poultry shall be transported in crates, cages or coops where the poultry of one species, age and group with the same state of health, as well as poultry obtained in the same undertaking shall be placed. 

25. Crates, cages or coops shall be:

25.1. cleaned, washed and disinfected before the placement of poultry therein; and

25.2. closed before transportation and placed in the freight compartment of a vehicle. 

26. The information referred to in Paragraph 23 of these Regulations shall be indicated on the crates, cages or coops.

27. Contact with animals located outside the transported freight shall not be permitted during transportation of poultry.

28. The freight compartment of a vehicle shall be cleaned, washed and disinfected before the transportation of poultry or hatching eggs in accordance with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments. 

29. Boxes, crates, cages or coops shall be placed in the freight compartment of a vehicle so as to prevent faeces and feathers getting out during transportation.

30. Poultry or hatching eggs may only be transported through the zones of supervision of avian influenza or Newcastle disease by railways or truck route roads.

IV. Procedures for Transit Carriage
31. A veterinary (health) certificate issued by the competent authority of the exporting state in which the final destination of the consignment is specified is necessary for the transit carriage of poultry and hatching eggs.

32. The State chief food and veterinary inspector may prohibit the transit of poultry and hatching eggs through Latvia, if infectious diseases determined in an exporting state or transit state create a threat of the spread of such diseases in Latvia.

V. Procedures for Importation of Poultry and Hatching Eggs into Latvia
33. A veterinary (health) certificate issued by the competent authority of the exporting state, which certificate has been previously approved by the Food and Veterinary Service is necessary for the importation of poultry and hatching eggs. 

34. It is permitted to import into Latvia poultry that:

34.1. has been obtained in an exporting state or the administrative territory thereof and which is officially free from Newcastle disease and avian influenza;  

34.2. has been obtained in an undertaking recognised by a competent authority or has been located in such an undertaking for not less than six weeks before distribution;

34.3. has been obtained in an undertaking, which is not subject to restrictions specified in the regulatory enactments regarding prevention of infectious diseases;

34.4. has been transported in conformity with the requirements of the exporting state; and

34.5. has been examined and approved as clinically healthy on the day of distribution.

35. It is permitted to import disinfected and labelled hatching eggs into Latvia, which eggs have been obtained from poultry in accordance with the requirements of Paragraph 34 of these Regulations.

36. It is permitted to import poultry and hatching eggs into Latvia from states, the administrative territories thereof and undertakings, which have been included in the list of the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – list).  The list shall be published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia].

37. The Food and Veterinary Service shall perform an inspection in accordance with principles of International Epizootic Office and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement of the World Trade Organisation in states, the administrative territories thereof and undertakings, which have not been included in the list and wish to export poultry and hatching eggs. Expenditures related to the inspection shall be covered by the exporting state.

38. In preparing of the list the Food and Veterinary Service shall, in the relevant exporting state, evaluate the following: 

38.1. structure, activity and authorisation of the veterinary service;

38.2. state of health of poultry in particular paying attention to the infectious diseases included in list A;

38.3. regularity and procedures by which the information regarding infectious diseases included in lists A and B has been submitted to the International Epizootic Office; 

38.4. regulatory enactments regulating prophylaxis, supervision and liquidation of infectious diseases and the fulfilment thereof;

38.5. use and control of additives in animal feed, veterinary drugs and veterinary pharmaceutical products;

38.6. control programme for animal residues; and

38.7. conformity of an undertaking of the exporting state to the requirements of these Regulations.

VI. Closing Provision
39. These Regulations come into force on 1 July 2002.

Prime Minister
A. Bērziņš

Minister for Agriculture
A. Slakteris
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