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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet 

Regulation No. 174 

Adopted 11 May 1999
Procedures Regarding Importation of Meat into Latvia
Issued pursuant to Section 22, Clause 6
of the Law On Veterinary Medicine
I.
General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for importation into Latvia of fresh (frozen) meat of bovine animals, sheep, goats, pigs and solipeds, fowl, turkeys, ducks, geese, guinea fowl, quail, pigeons, pheasant, ostriches and partridges, and by-products of such not otherwise treated, only chilled or frozen (possibly packaged under conditions of vacuum or controlled atmosphere) and indicated in Chapter 2 of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, as well as meat products utilising meat or by-products of such indicated in Chapters 16 and 19 of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, and of game of wild animals that may be used for human consumption (hereinafter – meat).
2. These Regulations shall not apply to meat that:
2.1. forms part of the personal luggage of a person who crosses the border and is intended for personal consumption (not exceeding one kilogram), except fresh (frozen) meat which is not permitted for importation as personal luggage;
2.2. is sent as postal packages (not exceeding one kilogram) to a person and intended for personal consumption, except fresh (frozen) meat which is not permitted to be sent by post; and
2.3. is not intended, in accordance with the accompanying documents, for human consumption, but is intended for other purposes (for example, exhibitions, special research). In such case the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) shall obtain a permit from the State Veterinary Service and shall ensure the storage of the meat, destruction of its waste or its shipment back to the exporting state. The district (city) veterinary inspector shall control that the meat not being used for other purposes.
3. If the provisions referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations are violated, the meat shall be subject to heat processing or destroyed at a location approved by the State Veterinary Service in accordance with instructions of the State Sanitary Border Inspector and veterinary requirements.
4. Applying customs procedures referred to in Section 24, Paragraph one, Clauses 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14 and 15 of the Customs Law, it shall be permitted, after veterinary examination performed by a State Sanitary Border Inspector who has the qualifications of a veterinarian, to move meat across the customs border of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – import) through the State border crossing locations specified by the Cabinet in accordance with the requirements of these Regulations.
II.
Exporting States and Undertakings (Companies) Permitted to Import Meat into Latvia
5. Importation of meat into Latvia is permitted from the states or parts thereof that are included in the list of meat exporting states, which has been approved by the Minister for Agriculture in accordance with relevant lists of the European Union.
6. It shall be permitted to import into Latvia meat that has been produced in the undertakings (companies) of the states included in the list referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations, which ensure compliance with the requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia and which are included in the list of meat exporting undertakings (companies), approved by the Minister for Agriculture in accordance with relevant lists of the European Union.
7. In order to assess compliance of a state, parts threof or an undertaking (company) with the requirements set out in the regulatory enacments of Latvia, and to take a decision regarding inclusion of a state or a part thereof in the list referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations, the State Veterinary Service shall assess, with respect to the relevant state:
7.1. the general animal health situation;
7.2. the structure and powers of the veterinary service;
7.3. regulatory enactments and measures for prevention of animal diseases and combating of diseases;
7.4. the use and control of additives in animal feed, veterinary drugs and other substances;
7.5. environmental pollution that may affect the health of  humans and animals;
7.6. effectiveness of the information system and regular notification regarding outbreaks of animal diseases and prevention of spreading of such;
7.7. control programme for animal residues; and
7.8. the guarantees provided in order to ensure the control referred to in this Paragraph.
8. If a state, a part thereof or an undertaking (company) is not included in the list referred to in Paragraph 5 or 6 of these Regulations, the State Veterinary Service shall perform inspection in the relevant state, a part thereof or the undertaking (company) in accordance with the instruction approved by the Minister for Agriculture, taking into account the guidelines for evaluation of state veterinary services developed by the international organisation of veterinary medicine, International Epizootic Office, and the principles of the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement of the World Trade Organization, and assess the conformity of the relevant undertaking (company) with the sanitary requirements, self-control system and the conformity of manufactured export production of such with the mandatory harmlessness requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia. Expenses related to inspection shall be covered by the requester of such.
9. If a state, a part thereof or an undertaking (company) conforms with the requirements referred to in Clauses 6 and 7 of these Regulations, the State Veterinary Service shall submit to the Ministry of Agriculture a proposal regarding inclusion of the relevant state, a part thereof or undertaking (company) in the relevant list.
10. The State Veterinary Service shall be responsible for the preparation and supplementation of the lists referred to in Paragraphs 5 and 6 of these Regulations in accordance with amendments made to the relevant lists of the European Union, as well as for publication in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia] and forwarding to the Sanitary Border Inspection within two working days of the inclusion of a state, a part thereof or an undertaking (company) in the relevant list.
11. Meat may be imported into Latvia by an undertaking (company) registered in the Enterprise Register, which satisfies the requirements with respect to the handling of food. The State Veterinary Service shall check, upon the request of an undertaking (company), the compliance of the undertaking (company) with the requirements regarding handling of food in accordance with instructions approved by the Minister for Agriculture. If the opinion received is positive, the relevant undertaking (company) shall be admitted to the list of meat-importing undertakings (companies), which list shall be approved by the Minister for Agriculture and published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis.
12. If the states and undertakings (companies) referred to in Paragraphs 5, 6 or 11 violate or fail to comply with the requirements of these Regulations, the Minister for Agriculture is entitled, upon a recommendation of the State Veterinary Service, to delete the state or the undertaking (company) from the relevant list.
III.
Restrictions on Importation of Meat
13. Carcasses of bovine animals, sheep, swine, goats and solipeds shall be stamped in accordance with the veterinary requirements of the exporting state, the requirements of which are harmonised with the State Veterinary Service.
14. If fresh (frozen) carcasses of animals are imported, swine carcasses cut in half and bovine carcasses cut in halves or in quarters shall be reconstructable.  If it is not possible to reconstruct the carcasses referred to, importation of such shall be prohibited.
15. The means of transport which carry meat and the conditions for the carriage of meat, shall comply with requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of Latvia.
16. It shall not be permitted to import into Latvia for human consumption:
16.1. meat not wrapped, packed or labelled in accordance with the requirements prescribed in the regulatory enactments of Latvia. The labelling shall be on each item (if it is a pre-packaged product) or on each carcass;
16.2. meat treated with ionising rays or ultraviolet rays;
16.3. meat determined to contain substances affecting the quality and organoleptic characteristics of meat;
16.4. meat that does not comply with the quality and mandatory harmlessness requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of Latvia;
16.5. ground meat or similarly minced meat cut into parts the weight of which is less than 100 grams;
16.6. by-products of slaughter (except tongues, liver and hearts);
16.7. meat from animals slaughtered in the course of implementing a programme for combating infectious diseases;
16.8. meat from animals and birds fed with feed containing the internal organs and tissues of ruminants obtained from animals in a state where bovine spongiform encephalopathy or scrapie disease has been registered;
16.9. poultry meat obtained in a state in which avian influenza or Newcastle disease has been registered within the last three years;
16.10. poultry meat from birds vaccinated with a live virus Newcastle disease vaccine 30 days before slaughter;
16.11. poultry meat obtained at a slaughterhouse, meat-cutting plant, or stored in a cold store subject to restrictions regarding Newcastle disease or avian influenza;
16.12. poultry meat, if the birds to be slaughtered have been, during carriage to a slaughter-house, in contact with birds determined to be infected with Newcastle disease or avian influenza, as well as if they have been carried through such states or parts thereof that are subject to restrictions with respect to the diseases referred to, except in cases where the state principal motor roads or railway were utilised;
16.13. poultry meat that does not comply with the requirements regarding the health of birds specified in regulatory enactments of Latvia;
16.14. poultry meat from birds not incubated in the exporting state;
16.15. poultry meat from birds imported into the exporting state as chicks more than one-day old;
16.16. poultry meat for which the virological test results, determined five days before diispatch were positive;
16.17. meat from boars or cryptorchid pigs;
16.18. meat from bovine animals, swine, sheep, goats or horses, if the animals referred to were younger than 14 days;
16.19. meat from bovine animals, swine, sheep, goats or horses, if the animals referred to were not born in the exporting state or did not stay there at least for the last three months before slaughter;
16.20. heads of bovine animals; and
16.21. blood.
17. The State Veterinary Service is entitled to prohibit the importation of meat from the states or parts threof that are included in the list referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations, if:
17.1. animals in the relevant state or a part thereof are vaccinated against diseases that are not registered in Latvia, and against which animals in Latvia are not being vaccinated; and
17.2. the state, a part thereof or a herd located therein has been, or is considered to be, in accordance with the International Animal Health Code prepared by the International Epizootic Office, affected by infectious diseases and there is a risk of importing meat infected with the relevant disease. The State Veterinary Service shall assess the risk factor on the basis of the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement of the World Trade Organization, as well as of the veterinary requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of the European Union and Latvia.
18. The importer of freight (owner of the freight) shall notify, at least two workdays prior to the importation of meat, the Sanitary Border Inspection control point of the freight and the location and time of importation of such. The Sanitary Border Inspection shall notify the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) regarding the importation procedures.
19. A veterinary inspection of the freight shall be performed at the State border in accordance with these Regulations and other regulatory enactments of Latvia.
20. If non-conformity with the requirements of these Regulations and other regulatory enactments of Latvia is determined, the State Sanitary Border Inspector is entitled to prohibit importation of the meat and:
20.1. if there is a threat to human or animal health or life or to the environment, to seize the freight for destruction and supervise it until the moment when supervision of such is taken over by the State Veterinary Service;
20.2. if the freight is not dangerous to human or animal health or life or to the environment, to send it back; and
20.3. if there is only a slight risk, to decide, upon the request of the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) and in accordance with instructions of the State Veterinary Service, regarding the processing or destruction of the freight or utilisation of such for other purposes (other than human consumption).
21. Expenditures related to the withdrawal from circulation, destruction, forced processing or carriage of the freight to the location of processing or destruction and expenditures related to re-exportation of the freight, shall be covered by the importer of the freight (owner of the freight). In such case the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) shall also cover expenses related to the inspection.
22. In order to import meat, a veterinary (health) certificate issued by an authorised veterinary authority of the exporting state shall be required, which certificate shall be harmonised with the State Veterinary Service and attests to compliance of the meat with the quality, veterinary and mandatory harmlessness requirements set out in the regulatory enactments of Latvia.
23. For importation of meat the original of the veterinary (health) certificate is valid. The veterinary (health) certificate shall be:
23.1. drawn up in Latvian and in the language of the exporting state, or in Latvian and English, German or Russian;
23.2. drawn up for each freight shipment and each consignee (indicating the consignor);
23.3. issued on the day of dispatch of the freight;
23.4. drawn up on one page; and
23.5. signed and sealed by a veterinarian authorised by the veterinary service of the exporting state. If the certificate contains corrections or deletions, such shall be confirmed.
24. If there is an outbreak of an infectious disease in the exporting state, the Minister for Agriculture is entitled, in addition to the requirements of these Regulations and upon the recommendation of the State Veterinary Service, to determine by an order that a veterinary permit shall be required for the importation of meat. The order referred to shall be published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis.
25. Expenditures related to the issuance of a veterinary permit for the importation of meat shall be covered by the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) in accordance with the price list approved by the Minister for Agriculture.
IV. 
Closing Provisions
26. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 June 1999.
27. Until 31 December 2000 in order to import meat into Latvia, the importer of the freight (owner of the freight) shall obtain, in addition to the requirements of these Regulations, a veterinary permit from the State Veterinary Service for the importation of meat.
28. Cabinet Regulation No. 321 of 25 August 1998 Procedures for the Importation of Meat into Latvia is repealed (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 246/247).
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