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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 180

Adopted 7 March 2006

Conformity Assessment Regulations for Non-automatic Weighing Instruments

Issued pursuant to Section 7

of the Law On Conformity Assessment,

Section 6, Paragraph two of

the Law on Uniformity of Measurements

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements for non-automatic weighing instruments and procedures for the supervision of the observance of these requirements in designing, production and conformity assessment before the non-automatic weighing instruments are placed on the internal market, as well as prescribe the procedures for the market supervision.

2. A weighing instrument is a measuring instrument serving to determine the mass of a body by using the action of gravity on that body.  A weighing instrument may also serve to determine other mass-related magnitudes, quantities, parameters or characteristics. The participation of an operator shall be required during the operation of a non-automatic weighing instrument.
3. A distinction is made between two categories of the weighing instrument use:

3.1. the category, which determines the weighing instrument use:

3.1.1. determination of mass for commercial transactions;

3.1.2. determination of mass for the calculation of a toll, tariff, tax, bonus, penalty, remuneration, indemnity or similar type of payment;

3.1.3. determination of mass in cases provided for in regulatory enactments, as well as for an expert opinion given in court proceedings;

3.1.4. determination of the body mass in the practice of medicine for the purposes of assessment and monitoring of the physical development of patients, disease diagnosis and specification of medical treatment;

3.1.5. determination of mass for making up medicines on prescription in a pharmacy and determination of mass in analyses carried out in medical and pharmaceutical laboratories;

3.1.6. determination of mass for the purposes of price calculation in trade and the making-up of pre-packages;

3.2. the category that determines other types of use not referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1. of these Regulations.

4. The weighing instruments of the categories of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations shall be put into service, if they comply with the essential requirements and the requirements of the applicable standards, they have had conformity assessment procedures (Annex 2), they have the CE conformity marking (Annex 3) and a green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black placed in accordance with Paragraph 15 of these Regulations. Devices included in or connected to weighing instruments, which are not used for the category of use listed in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations, shall not be subject to the essential requirements.

5. The Ministry of Economics, in co-operation with the relevant standards technical committee, shall recommend to the State limited liability company Latvijas standarts [Latvian Standard] a list of standards to be developed, adapted and applied in relation to these Regulations.

6. The limited liability company Latvijas standarts shall submit for publication in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of the Republic of Latvia] a list of those Latvian national standards, which are applied to fulfil the requirements of these Regulations (hereinafter – applicable standards)

II. Conformity Assessment

7. The conformity of weighing instruments to the essential requirements specified in Annex 2 to these Regulations may be certified by either of the following procedures as selected by the applicant:

7.1. the EC type-examination (Annex 2, Paragraph 1), followed either by the EC declaration of the type conformity (the guarantee of production quality) (Annex 2, Paragraph 2) or by the EC verification (Annex 2, Paragraph 3). The EC type-examination shall not be compulsory for weighing instruments which do not use electronic devices and whose load-measuring device does not use a spring to balance the load. In such cases the conformity of the weighing instruments shall be attested by the EC declaration of the type conformity (the guarantee of production quality) or the EC verification;
7.2. the EC unit verification (Annex 2, Paragraph 4).

8. The documents relating to the procedures referred to in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations shall be drafted in an official language of the Member State where these procedures are to be carried out, or in a language accepted by the conformity assessment authority.

9. Where the weighing instruments are subject to other regulatory enactments, which provide CE marking, the CE mark shall indicate in these cases that the weighing instruments also fulfil the requirements of those regulations.

10. The conformity assessment procedures of weighing instruments specified in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations shall be carried out by the conformity assessment authorities regarding which the European Commission has published a notification in the Official Journal of the European Union and regarding which the Ministry of Economics has published a notification in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis (hereinafter – notified bodies).

11. The conformity assessment authorities of Latvia shall be the following:

11.1. [1 January 2007]; 

11.2. authorities accredited by the State Agency “Latvian National Accreditation Bureau”:

11.2.1. in accordance with the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 "General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories" and with the standard LVS EN 45011: 2004 “General requirements for authorities dealing with certification systems of products”, in order to carry out the EC type-examination procedures
11.2.2. in accordance with the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 "General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories" and with the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17020: 2005 “Main criteria for different types of authorities carrying out the inspection”, in order to carry out the EC verification and the unit verification procedures; and
11.2.3. in accordance with the standard LVS EN 45012: 2004 “General requirements for quality system evaluation and certification/registration authorities”, in order to carry out the EC surveillance.

12. An authority complies with the notification criteria for conformity assessment authorities specified in Annex 4 to these Regulations, if it has fulfilled the requirements specified in the relevant applicable standards.

13. The Ministry of Economics shall notify the European Commission and other Member States of the European Union regarding the conformity assessment authorities, which comply with the requirements of Paragraph 11 of these Regulations and to which an identification number has been granted.

14. The Ministry of Economics shall withdraw a notification thereof and publication in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, if the conformity assessment authority fails to comply with the criteria specified in Annex 4 to these Regulations.

III. CE Conformity Marking and Inscriptions

15. The marking and inscriptions specified in Annex V to these Regulations shall be affixed in a clearly visible, easily legible and indelible form to weighing instruments.

16. The affixing to weighing instruments of a marking, which is likely to be confused with the CE conformity marking, shall be prohibited.

17. Where weighing instruments of the category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations include or are connected to devices that have not been subject to the conformity assessment as referred to in Chapter II to these Regulations, each of these devices shall bear the symbol restricting its use (Annex 4, Paragraph 3). The referred to symbol shall be affixed to the devices in a clearly visible and indelible form.

IV. Market Supervision

18. The Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall perform the functions of the market supervision authority.

[31 October 2006]
19. If the Consumer Rights Protection Centre has determined that weighing instruments installed correctly and used for the intended purposes have the CE conformity marking and a green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black put on unjustifiably and not in compliance with the requirements of these Regulations, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall carry out the relevant measures in order to prohibit or restrict the use and putting on the market thereof, as well as notify the Ministry of Economics regarding the measures carried out.

[31 October 2006]
20. The Ministry of Economics shall notify the European Commission regarding the measures carried out by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre and indicate the exact grounds for a decision:

20.1. non-conformity with the essential requirements of Annex 2 to these Regulations, if the weighing instruments do not confirm to the applicable standards;

20.2. misapplication of standards; and

20.3. deficiencies in applicable standards.

[31 October 2006]
21. If the European Commission approves the justification of a decision referred to in Paragraph 20 of these Regulations, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall stop the putting of weighing instruments on the market, prohibit the use thereof and notify the Ministry of Economics regarding it. The Ministry of Economics shall notify the European Commission and other official representative offices of Member States of the European Union regarding the non-conformities determined and the measures taken.

[31 October 2006]
22. If the Consumer Rights Protection Centre has determined that a non-conforming CE conformity marking and green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black has been affixed, it shall notify the manufacturer recognised in the European Union or an authorise representative thereof regarding the non-conformity and request to affix to the weighing instruments the CE-conformity marking and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black conforming to these Regulations. If the non-conformity is not eliminated, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall stop the putting on the market of the relevant weighing instruments or ensure the withdrawal thereof from the market.

[31 October 2006]
23. The following State metrological control shall be carried out in order to ensure that the weighing instruments labelled with the CE conformity marking and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black and put into service in accordance with the category of use of the weighing instruments referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations, comply with the requirements of these Regulations also in future:

23.1. verification two years after affixing of the CE conformity marking and the subsequent repeated verification in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments;

23.2. the State metrological supervision.

24. In performing the State metrological supervision at the sales points of weighing instruments, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall check whether the weighing instruments, which are sold in accordance with the weighing instrument category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations, are ensured with the following conformity certifications:

24.1. a copy of the conformity declaration of the manufacturer, which shall be attached to the weighing instruments upon putting them on the market. If the conformity of weighing instruments with the essential requirements of Annex 2 to these Regulations is approved with the EC type conformity declaration procedures, a notified body, which carries out the EC supervision, shall be identified in the declaration.

24.2. A copy of the EC conformity certificate and, in case of a modular approach, a certification of the module compatibility, if the weighing instrument conformity with the essential requirements of Annex 2 to these Regulations is approved with the EC verification;

24.3. the testing certificate for devices connected to the weighing instrument where the notified body is identified.

[31 October 2006]
25. In carrying out the metrological supervision at places of the weighing instruments use of the categories referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall check:

25.1. the conformity of the weighing instrument with the approved type;

25.2. the presence of the CE conformity marking and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black on the weighing instrument;

25.3. observance of the periodicity for the repeated verification; and

25.4. the weighing instrument compliance with the approved type, the presence of the CE conformity marking and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” on the weighing instrument after the repair thereof.

[31 October 2006]
V. Closing Provisions

26. Weighing instruments put into service in the regulated field up to the coming into force of these Regulations and which do not comply with the requirements of these Regulations shall be allowed to be used up to 31 December 2015.

[31 October 2006]
27. Sub-paragraph 11.1 of these Regulations shall lose effect from 1 January 2007.

[31 October 2006]
Informative Reference to European Union Directives

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from:

1) Council Directive 90/384/EEC of 20 June 1990 on the harmonization of the laws of the Member States relating to non-automatic weighing instruments;

2) Council Directive 93/68/EEC of 22 July 1993 amending Directives 87/404/EEC (simple pressure vessels), 88/378/EEC (safety of toys), 89/106/EEC (construction products), 89/336/EEC (electromagnetic compatibility), 89/392/EEC (machinery), 89/686/EEC (personal protective equipment), 90/384/EEC (non-automatic weighing instruments), 90/385/EEC (active implantable medicinal devices), 90/396/EEC (appliances burning gaseous fuels), 91/263/EEC (telecommunications terminal equipment), 92/42/EEC (new hot-water boilers fired with liquid or gaseous fuels) and 73/23/EEC (electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits).
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Cabinet Regulation No. 180

7 March 2006

Essential Requirements for Non-automatic Weighing Instruments

I. General Requirements

1. Essential requirements apply to the non-automatic weighing instruments of the category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations.
2. Indicating or printing devices of non-automatic weighing instruments used at sales points intended for the vendor and the customer shall comply with the essential requirements. Where a weighing instrument includes or is connected to more than one indicating or printing device, those devices which repeat the results of the weighing operation and which cannot influence the correct functioning of the weighing instrument shall not be subject to the essential requirements if the weighing results are printed or recorded correctly and indelibly by a part of the instrument which meets the essential requirements and the results are accessible to both parties concerned by the measurement. 

II. Metrological Requirements

3. Units of mass:

3.1. SI units - kilogram, microgram, milligram, gram, tonne;

3.2. English Imperial units - pound, ounce, Troy ounce; and

3.3. other units - metric carat (ct), if weighing precious stones.

4. If non-automatic weighing instruments make use of the Imperial units referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.2 of this Annex the conversion shall be made using simple interpolation.

5. The following accuracy classes have been specified for non-automatic weighing instruments:

5.1. special accuracy – I;

5.2. high accuracy – II;

5.3. medium accuracy – III; and

5.4. ordinary accuracy – III.

6. The specifications of these accuracy classes are given in Table 1.

Table 1

	Class
	Verification scale interval (e)
	Minimum capacity (Min)
	Number of verification scale intervals n = Max / e

	
	
	minimum value
	minimum value
	maximum value

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I
	0,001
	g =
	e
	
	
	100 e
	50 000
	-

	II
	0,001
	g =
	e
	=
	0,05 g
	20 e
	100
	100 000

	
	0,1
	g =
	e
	
	
	50 e
	5 000
	100 000

	III
	0,1
	g =
	e
	=
	2 g
	20 e
	100
	10 000

	
	5
	g =
	e
	
	
	20 e
	500
	10 000

	IIII
	5
	g =
	e
	
	
	10 e
	100
	1 000


7. The minimum capacity is reduced to 5e for weighing instruments in classes II and III for determining a conveying tariff.

8. The verification scale interval:

8.1. the scale interval (d) and the verification scale interval (e) shall be expressed as 1x10k, 2x10k, or 5x10k mass units (k being any integer or zero);

8.2. for weighing instruments without auxiliary indicating devices the scale value d is equal to the verification scale interval e (d=e);

8.3. for weighing instruments with auxiliary indicating devices the following conditions apply:

e = 1x10k g and d < e = 10

(these requirements do not apply to weighing instruments of class I for which d < 10-4 g and e = 10-3 g).

9. The following classification shall be specified for weighing instruments:

9.1. weighing instruments with one weighing range:

9.1.1. the minimum capacity lower limits for class I or class II weighing instruments equipped with an auxiliary indicating device are obtained from Table 1 by replacement in column 3 of the verification scale interval (e) by the actual scale interval (d);

9.1.2. for class 1 weighing instruments for which d < 10-4 g, the maximum capacity may be less than 50 000 e;
9.2. weighing instruments with multiple weighing ranges:

9.2.1. each weighing range shall be clearly indicated on the instrument. Each individual weighing range shall be classified according to Sub-paragraph 9.1 of this Annex;

9.2.2. if the weighing ranges fall into different accuracy classes the weighing instrument shall comply with the severest of the requirements that apply for the accuracy classes in which the weighing ranges fall;

9.3. multi-interval weighing instruments:

9.3.1. weighing instruments with one weighing range may have several partial weighing ranges;

9.3.2. multi-interval weighing instruments shall not be equipped with an auxiliary indicating device;

9.3.3. each partial weighing range is defined by: 

9.3.3.1. its verification scale interval ei ei + 1 > ei; 

9.3.3.2. its maximum capacity Maxi Maxr = Max; 

9.3.3.3.  its minimum capacity Mini Mini = Max (i - 1) and 

Min1 = Min where:

i - the partial weighing range number (i = 1, 2,... r,);

r - the total number of partial weighing ranges;

9.3.4. all capacities are capacities of net load, irrespective of the value of any tare used;

9.3.5. the partial weighing ranges shall be classified according to Table 2.  All partial weighing ranges shall fall into the same accuracy class, this class being the weighing instrument's accuracy class.

Table 2

	Class
	Verification scale interval (e)
	Minimum capacity (Min)
	Number of verification scale intervals

	
	
	minimum value
	Minimum value n= Maxi / e(i+1)
	 Maximum value n= Maxi / ei

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I
	0,001
	g =
	ei
	
	
	100 ei
	
	50 000
	
	–

	II
	0,001
	g =
	ei
	=
	0,005 g
	20 ei
	
	5 000
	
	100 000
	

	
	0,1
	g =
	ei
	
	
	50 ei
	
	5 000
	
	100 000
	

	III
	0,1
	g =
	ei
	=
	2 g
	20 ei
	
	500
	
	10 000
	

	IIII
	5
	g =
	ei
	
	
	10 ei
	
	50
	
	1 000
	

	For i = r the corresponding column of Table 1 applies, with e replaced by er.


i = the partial weighing range number (i = 1, 2,... r,);

r - the total number of partial weighing ranges.

10. Accuracy:

10.1. on implementation of the procedures specified in Paragraph 7, the error of indication shall not exceed the maximum permissible error of indication as shown in Table 3. In case of digital indication the error of indication shall be corrected for the rounding error. The maximum permissible errors apply to the net and tare value for all possible loads, excluded preset tare values.
10.2. the maximum permissible errors in service are twice the maximum permissible errors specified in Sub-paragraph 10.1 of this Annex.

Table 3

	Load
	Maximum permissible error

	Class I
	Class II
	

	0 =
	m =
	50 000 e
	0 =
	m =
	5 000 e
	± 0,5 e

	50 000 e <
	m =
	200 000 e
	5 000 e <
	m =
	20 000 e
	± 1,0 e

	200 000 e <
	m
	
	20 000 e <
	m =
	100 000 e
	± 1,5 e

	Load
	Maximum permissible error

	Class III
	Class IIII
	

	0 =
	m =
	500 e
	0 =
	m =
	50 e
	± 0,5 e

	500 e <
	m =
	2 000 e
	50 e <
	m =
	200 e
	± 1,0 e

	2 000 e <
	m =
	10 000 e
	200 e <
	m =
	1 000 e
	± 1,5 e


11. Weighing results shall be repeatable, and shall be reproducible by using other indicating devices and other methods of balancing. The weighing results shall be sufficiently insensitive to changes in the position of the load on the load receptor.

12. The weighing instrument shall react to small variations in the load.

13. Quantities and time influencing the weighing:

13.1. weighing instruments of classes II, III and IIII, liable to be used in a tilted position, shall be sufficiently insensitive to the degree of tilting that can exist in a normal installed condition;

13.2. the weighing instruments shall meet the metrological requirements within the temperature range specified by the manufacturer.  In the absence of a manufacturer's specification, the temperature range of -10 °C to +40 °C applies. In other cases the value of this range shall be at least equal to:
13.2.1. for a weighing instrument in class I – up to 5 °C;

13.2.2. for a weighing instrument in class II – up to 15 °C;

13.2.3. for a weighing instrument in class III and IIII – up to 30 °C;

13.3. weighing instruments operated from a mains power supply shall meet the metrological requirements under conditions of power supply within the limits of normal fluctuation. Weighing instruments operated from battery power shall indicate whenever the voltage drops below the minimum required value and shall under those circumstances either continue to function correctly or be automatically put out of service;

13.4. electronic weighing instruments (except those in class I and II in which e is less than 1 g) shall meet the metrological requirements under conditions of high relative humidity at the upper limit of their temperature range.;

13.5. loading a weighing instrument in class II, III or IIII for a prolonged period of time shall have a negligible influence on the indication at load or on the zero indication immediately after removal of the load;

13.6. under other conditions the weighing instruments shall either continue to function correctly or be automatically put out of service.

III Design and Construction of Weighing Instruments

14. General requirements:

14.1. design and construction of the weighing instruments shall be such that the weighing instruments will preserve their metrological qualities when properly installed and used in an environment for which they are intended. The weighing instruments shall indicate the value of the mass;

14.2. when exposed to disturbances, electronic weighing instruments shall not display the effects of significant faults, or shall automatically detect and indicate them. Upon automatic detection of a significant fault, electronic weighing instruments shall be automatically put out of service or provide a visual or audible alarm that shall continue until the user takes corrective action or the fault disappears;

14.3. the weighing instruments comply with the requirements specified in Sub-paragraphs 14.1 and 14.2 of this Annex during the whole period of time specified for their use;

14.4. digital electronic weighing devices shall always exercise adequate control of the correct operation of the measuring process, of the indicating facility, and of all data storage and data transfer. Upon automatic detection of a significant durability error, electronic weighing instruments shall provide a visual or audible alarm that shall continue until the user takes corrective action or the error disappears;

14.5. an electronic weighing instrument may be equipped with appropriate interfaces, which allow to connect external equipment to the weighing instrument, which shall not influence the metrological qualities of the weighing instrument;

14.6. the weighing instruments shall have no characteristics likely to facilitate the fraudulent use thereof. Possibilities for unintentional misuse shall be minimal. Components that may not be dismantled or adjusted by the user shall be secured against such actions;
14.7. weighing instruments shall be designed in such a way that ensures a possibility to carry out the inspections provided for in these Regulations.

15. Indication of weighing results and other weight values:

15.1. the indication of the weighing results and other weight values shall be correct, unambiguous and accurate. The indicating device shall permit easy reading of the indication under normal conditions of use;

15.2. indication shall be impossible above the maximum weighing capacity (Max), increased by 9e;

15.3. an auxiliary indicating device is permitted only to the right of the decimal point. An extended indicating device may be used only temporarily, and the operation thereof shall not influence the printing of results; and

15.4. secondary indications may be shown, provided that they cannot be mistaken for primary indications.

16. The printing of the weighing results and other weight values shall be correct, identifiable and unambiguous. The printing shall be clear, legible, non-erasable and durable.

17. Weighing instruments shall be fitted with a levelling device and a level indicator, sufficiently sensitive to allow proper installation at the reference state.

18. Weighing instruments may be equipped with zeroing devices. The operation of these devices shall result in accurate zeroing and shall not cause incorrect measuring results.

19. The weighing instruments may have one or more tare devices and one preset tare device. The operation of the tare device shall ensure the preset of accurate zeroing and correct net weighing. The operation of the preset tare device shall ensure correct determination of the calculated net value.
20. Additional requirements for the use of the weighing instruments with a maximum capacity not greater than 100 kg at sales points:

20.1. weighing instruments for use at sales points shall show all essential information about the weighing operation, and price-indicating weighing instruments shall clearly show the customer the price calculation of the product to be purchased;

20.2. the indicated price of the purchase shall be accurate;

20.3. price-computing weighing instruments shall display the essential indications long enough for the customer to read them properly;

20.4. price-computing weighing instruments may perform additional functions, if the information related to all transactions is printed on a ticket or label intended for the customer;

20.5. weighing instruments shall be equipped so that they do not show indications whose interpretation is not straightforward or is misleading;

20.6. weighing instruments shall safeguard customers against incorrect sales transactions due to their malfunctioning;

20.7. weighing instruments shall not be equipped with auxiliary indicating devices and extended indicating devices reflecting the results of weighing;

20.8. weighing instruments shall be equipped with such supplementary devices that cannot lead to fraudulent use;

20.9. weighing instruments similar to those normally used at sales points, but which do not satisfy the requirements of this Annex, shall carry near to the indicating device the marking “Aizliegts lietot tirdzniecības vietās” [Not to be used at sales points].

21. Price labelling weighing instruments shall meet the requirements, which are suitable for the price indicating weighing instruments to be used at sales points. The printing of a price label regarding a weighing operation, the indications of which are below a minimum weighing capacity shall not be permissible.

Minister for Economics 
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Conformity Assessment Procedures

I. EC Type-Examination

1. The EC type-examination is the procedure whereby a notified body approves and certifies the compliance of a weighing instrument type with the requirements of these Regulations.

2. The submission for the EC type-examination shall be submitted by the manufacturer or his authorised representative established within the European Union to a single notified body. The submission shall include the name (for natural persons – the given name, surname), address and registration number of the undertaking (for natural persons – the personal identity number) of the manufacturer and the authorised representative thereof (if the submission is submitted by the authorised representative) attaching:

2.1. a written declaration that the submission has not been submitted to any other notified body;

2.2. the technical documentation of the project in accordance with Chapter VI of this Annex.

3. The submitter shall place at the disposal of the notified body a weighing instrument representative of the type.

4. A notified body shall:

4.1. examine the technical documentation and ascertain that the weighing instrument has been manufactured in accordance with that documentation;

4.2. agree with the submitter regarding the location where the examination and required tests shall be carried out;

4.3. perform the examination and tests required to ascertain:

4.3.1. whether the solutions adopted by the manufacturer meet the essential requirements where the standards to be applied have not been used; or

4.3.2. whether the manufacturer has assured the conformity with the essential requirements, if the standards to be applied have been used.

5. Where the type meets the requirements of these Regulations, the notified body shall issue an EC type-approval certificate to the submitter. The certificate shall contain the opinion of the examination, conditions for its validity, the necessary data for the identification of the approved weighing instrument and a description of its functioning. All the relevant technical drawings and layouts shall be annexed to the EC type-approval certificate.
6. The type-approval certificate shall have a validity period of 10 years, and may be renewed for subsequent periods of 10 years each. In the event of fundamental changes to the design of the weighing instrument, as a result of the application of new techniques, the validity of the type-approval certificate may be limited to 2 years and extended by up to 3 years.

7. The notified body shall periodically draw up the list available to other Member States of the European Union where the following information shall be included:

7.1. submissions received for the EC type-examination;

7.2. EC type-approval certificates issued;

7.3. submissions for EC type-approval certificates refused; and

7.4. additions and amendments relating to the documents already issued.

8. A notified body shall immediately inform the Ministry of Economics of withdrawals of EC type-approval certificates. The Ministry of Economics in its turn shall inform the other Member States of the European Union. The relevant Member State shall make this information available to the notified bodies in its state.
9. The other notified bodies may receive a copy of the EC type-approval certificate and the Annexes to it.

10. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall keep the notified body that has issued the EC type-approval certificate informed of any modification to the approved type.

11. The notified body that has issued the EC type-approval certificate shall issue additional approval when the manufacturer has made modifications which may influence the conformity of the approved type with the essential requirements of these Regulations or the prescribed conditions for the use of the weighing instrument, drawing it up as an addition to the original EC type-approval certificate.

II. EC Declaration of the Type Conformity (the Guarantee of Production Quality)
12. The EC declaration of the type conformity (the guarantee of production quality) is the procedure whereby the manufacturer who satisfies the obligations of Paragraphs 13 and 14 of this Annex declares that the weighing instruments concerned are in conformity with the type as described in the EC type-approval certificate and satisfy the requirements of these Regulations. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall affix the EC mark and the green sticker bearing a capital letter "M" printed in black to each weighing instrument, shall put on the metrological inscriptions provided for in Annex IV to these Regulations and draw up a declaration of conformity. The EC mark shall be accompanied by the identification number of the notified body responsible for the EC surveillance referred to in Paragraph 14 of this Annex.

13. The manufacturer shall introduce the quality system in accordance with the following conditions:

13.1.  the manufacturer shall submit a submission for approval of the quality system to the notified body, making available all the relevant information regarding the quality system documentation and the design documentation of the weighing instrument. It shall be indicated in the submission that the manufacturer undertakes:

13.1.1. to implement the quality system approved;

13.1.2. to maintain and to ensure the approved quality system;

13.2. the quality system shall ensure the conformity of the weighing instruments with the type as described in the EC type-approval certificate and with the requirements of these Regulations;

13.3. the manufacturer shall document in writing all the elements, requirements and provisions of the quality system adopted in the form of the quality system policies, procedures and instructions in a systematic and orderly manner;

13.4. the quality system documentation shall ensure a proper understanding of the quality programmes, plans, manuals and records, as well as shall include the following information:

13.4.1. the quality system objectives and the organisational structure of the manufacturer, the duties, powers and responsibilities and of the management with regard to the ensuring of the product quality;

13.4.2. the manufacturing process, the quality control and assurance techniques, as well as the systematic measures that will be used;

13.4.3. the examinations and tests that will be carried out before, during, and after manufacture, as well as the frequency with which they will be carried out;

13.4.4. the means to monitor the achievement of the required product quality and the effective operation of the quality system;

13.5. the notified body shall evaluate the quality system of the manufacturer and determine whether it satisfies the requirements of Paragraph 13.2 of this Annex and the requirements of the relevant standard to be applied;

13.6. the notified body shall notify the manufacturer and other notified bodies of its decision. The notification to the manufacturer shall contain the opinion of the examination and, in the event of refusal, the justification for the decision;

13.7. the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall keep the notified body that has approved the quality system informed of any updating of the quality assurance system in relation to changes brought about (for example, the introduction of new technologies, new quality concepts for quality ensuring); and

13.8. the notified body that withdraws the approval of a quality system shall inform the other notified bodies thereof.

14. The quality system shall be subject to the EC surveillance.

14.1. The purpose of the EC surveillance is to ascertain that the manufacturer duly fulfils the obligations arising out of the approved quality system;

14.2. the manufacturer shall ensure the notified body with free access for inspection purposes to the manufacture, inspection, testing and storage premises and shall provide it with all necessary information, in particular:

14.2.1. the quality system documentation;

14.2.2. the design documentation;

14.2.3. the quality records (the inspection reports, data on the tests performed and calibration, and reports on the qualifications of the personnel concerned);

14.3. the notified body shall periodically carry out audits in order to ascertain that the manufacturer is maintaining and applying the quality system and shall provide the manufacturer with an audit results report. The notified body is entitled to carry out unscheduled visits to the manufacturer, carrying out a full or partial audit and providing a report on the visit and an audit report;

14.4. the notified body shall ensure that the manufacturer maintains and applies the approved quality system.

III. EC Verification

15. The EC verification is the procedure within the framework of which a manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof in the European Union shall ensure and attest that the weighing instruments concerned are, where appropriate, in conformity with the type as described in the EC type-approval certificate and satisfy the requirements of these Regulations.

16. A manufacturer shall perform the necessary measures in order make the manufacturing process ensure that the weighing instruments are in conformity with the type (if such is required) as described in the type-approval certificate and the requirements of these Regulations. A manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof in the European Union shall affix the EC mark to each weighing instrument, the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” and draw up a declaration of conformity.

17. A notified body shall carry out the appropriate examination and tests, by controlling and testing all weighing instruments as specified in Paragraph 19 of this Annex.

18. For weighing instruments not subject to the EC-type approval, the manufacturer shall ensure the documentation of the weighing instrument design upon request of a notified body.

19. The verification, when controlling and testing weighing instruments, shall be carried out in the following way:

19.1. a notified body shall evaluate each separate weighing instrument and carry out tests specified in the applicable standards or equivalent tests necessary for the approval of the weighing instrument conformity with the type as described in the type-approval certificate and the requirements of these Regulations;

19.2. for weighing instruments conforming with the requirements of these Regulations the notified body shall affix (or asks to affix) an identification number and draw up a conformity certificate in writing; and

19.3. the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall ensure that the conformity certificate drawn up by the notified body is issued upon request.

IV. EC Unit Verification
20. The EC unit verification is the procedure within the framework of which a manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall ensure and attest that a weighing instrument, generally designed for a specific application, satisfies the requirements of these Regulations and the relevant certificate has been issued for it, as specified in Paragraph 21 of this Annex. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall affix the EC mark, the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” to each weighing instrument and draw up a declaration of conformity in writing.

21. A notified body shall evaluate weighing instruments and carry out the tests specified in the applicable standards or equivalent tests required for ensuring the compliance of the weighing instruments with the requirements of these Regulations. For weighing instruments conforming with the requirements of these Regulations the notified body shall affix (or ask to affix) an identification number thereof and draw up a conformity certificate in writing.

22. A notified body shall evaluate the conformity of the technical documentation of the weighing instrument (Chapter VI) with the requirements of these Regulations and with the weighing instrument design. A manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall ensure that a description of production and operation is understandable and available to a notified body.

23. A manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall ensure that the conformity certificate issued by a notified body is issued upon request.

V.  Common Provisions of Procedures

24. The procedures of the EC declaration of the type conformity (the guarantee of production quality), the EC verification, and the EC unit verification shall be carried out at the manufacturer's works or any other location if the weighing instrument after the manufacture thereof is to be transported to the place of installation without dismantling or installation work does not affect the weighing instrument's performance, and if the gravity value is taken into consideration or if the weighing instrument's operation is insensitive to gravity variations. In all other cases the referred to procedures shall be carried out at the place of the use of the weighing instrument.

25.  If the instrument's operation is sensitive to gravity variations, the procedures referred to in Paragraph 24 of this Annex may be carried out in two stages. The second stage shall comprise all examinations and tests the outcome of which is gravity-dependent, and they shall be carried out at the place of the use of the weighing instrument. If a Member State has established gravity zones on its territory the expression 'at the place of the use of the weighing instrument' may be read as 'in the gravity zone of the use of the weighing instrument'.
26. Where a manufacturer has opted for execution in two stages of one of the procedures referred to in Paragraph 24 of this Annex, and the procedures of each stage shall be carried out by another notified body:

26.1. the notified body, which has carried out the relevant procedures at the first stage, shall place its identification symbol on the weighing instrument;

26.2. the body which has carried out the first stage shall issue for each of the weighing instruments a certificate, containing the necessary data for the identification of the weighing instrument and specifying the examinations and tests that have been carried out, all the rest of the examinations and tests at the second stage shall be carried out by another notified body;

26.3. the manufacturer who has opted for the EC declaration of the type conformity (the guarantee of production quality) at the first stage may either use this same procedure at the second stage or carry out the EC verification of the weighing instrument at the second stage; and

26.4. the EC mark shall be affixed to the weighing instrument after completion of the second stage together with the identification symbol of the notified body involved at the second stage and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black.

VI. Design Documentation
27. The technical documentation shall render the design, manufacture and operation of the weighing instrument intelligible and enable an assessment to be made of its conformity with the requirements of these Regulations.

28. The documentation shall include:

28.1. a general description of the type;

28.2. conceptual designs and manufacturing drawings and plans of components, sub-assemblies, circuits;

28.3. descriptions and necessary explanations necessary regarding the documentation and the operation of the weighing instrument;

28.4. the list of the applicable standards referred to in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations, applied in full or in part, and descriptions of the solutions adopted to meet the essential requirements where the applicable standards have not been applied,

28.5. results of design calculations made and of examinations;

28.6. test reports;

28.7. the EC type-approval certificates and the results of relevant tests on weighing instruments containing parts identical to those in the design.
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7 March 2006

The CE Conformity Marking 

1. The CE conformity marking consists of the capital letters "CE".
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2. If the size of the CE conformity marking is reduced or enlarged, the proportions given by the sample shall be observed.

3. The vertical size of the marking shall not be less than 5 mm.
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Annex 4
Cabinet Regulation No. 180

7 March 2006

Criteria for the Notification of Conformity Assessment Bodies

The minimum criteria to be fulfilled by a conformity assessment body (hereinafter – a notified body) in order to carry out conformity assessment procedures of non-automatic weighing instruments in accordance with Paragraph 7 of these Regulations: 

1. The notified body shall dispose of the necessary personnel, means and equipment.

2. The personnel shall have technical competence and professional integrity.

3. The notified bodies shall work independently of all groups and persons having direct or indirect interest in non-automatic weighing instruments regarding the carrying-out of the tests, the preparation of the reports, the issuing of the certificates and the surveillance of the instrument conformity in accordance with these Regulations.

4. The personnel shall respect the professional secret.

5. The notified bodies shall have taken out civil liability insurance.

6. The Ministry of Economics shall publish a notification in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis  regarding the fulfilment of the criteria under points 1 and 2 of this Annex and criteria under Paragraph 11 of these Regulations.
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Cabinet Regulation No. 180
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Marking

1. The weighing instruments of the categories of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations shall have:

1.1. the CE conformity marking;

1.2. the identification numbers of the notified body or bodies that has/have carried out the EC verification or EC surveillance;

1.3. the green sticker at least 12,5 mm x 12,5 mm square bearing a capital letter 'M' printed in black;

1.4. the following inscriptions:

1.4.1. the number of the EC type-approval certificate, if the weighing instrument is subject to the type approval;

1.4.2. the manufacturer's mark or name;

1.4.3. the accuracy class mark, enclosed in an oval or in two horizontal lines joined by two half circles;

1.4.4. the maximum capacity (Max...);

1.4.5. the minimum capacity (Min...);

1.4.6. the verification scale interval (e =…);

1.4.7. two final figures of the year of affixing the CE marking;

1.4.8. the serial number;

1.4.9.  the identification mark on each design unit for weighing instruments consisting of separate but associated units;

1.4.10. the scale interval if it is different from e (d =...);

1.4.11. the maximum additive tare effect (T = +...);

1.4.12. the maximum subtractive tare effect if it is different from Max (T = -...);

1.4.13. the tare interval if it is different from d (dT =...);

1.4.14. the maximum safe load if it is different from Max (Lim...);

1.4.15. the special temperature limits (... ºC/... ºC,);  

1.4.16. the ratio between the load receptor and load.

2. The CE conformity marking, identification number of the notified body and the green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black shall be affixed to the weighing instruments of the categories of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations clearly visible, distinctly grouped together.

3. The weighing instruments of the category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations shall have adequate facilities for the affixing of the EC conformity marking, green sticker bearing a capital letter “M” printed in black and inscriptions.  The CE marking, green sticker with a capital letter “M” printed in black and inscriptions shall be impossible to remove without damaging them, and they shall be visible when the weighing instrument is in its regular operating position.

4. Where a data plate is used for the weighing instruments of the category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations it shall be possible to seal the plate unless it can be removed without being destroyed. If the data plate is sealable it shall be possible to apply a control mark to it.

5. The inscriptions Max, Min, e, d, for the weighing instruments of the category of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations shall also be shown near the display of the result if they are not already located on the relevant device.

6. For weighing instruments of the categories of use referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations each load measuring device which is connected or can be connected to one or more load receptors shall bear the relevant inscriptions relating to the certain load receptors.

7. Other weighing instruments:

7.1. shall bear the following inscriptions:

7.1.1. the manufacturer's mark or name;

7.1.2. the maximum capacity (Max...);

7.2. may not bear the stickers provided for in Sub-paragraph 1.3 of this Annex.

8. The restrictive use symbol shall be constituted by a capital letter 'M' printed in black on a red background at least 25 mmx25 mm square with two intersecting diagonals forming a cross.
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