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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 183

Adopted 15 April 2003

Procedures for Approval of Invitations

Issued pursuant to

Section 3, Paragraph three and

Section 13, Paragraph one of the Immigration Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which invitations (hereinafter – invitations) for requesting a visa of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – visa) shall be approved, as well as the amount of information to be included in the electronic information system – a database of invitations, and procedures for the utilisation of such information.

2. An official of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (hereinafter – Office) shall take a decision regarding approval of an invitation.

3. An application for approval of an invitation (hereinafter – application) shall be submitted to the Office by the natural or legal person referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations (hereinafter – inviter).

4. Upon submission of the application for visa in the Diplomatic or Consular Mission of the Republic of Latvia abroad (hereinafter – Mission) the person indicated in the invitation shall provide information regarding the invitation approved by the Office and registered in the database of invitations. If several persons are mentioned in the invitation each of them may submit an application for a visa individually once.

II. Approval of Invitations
5. Documents for approval of an invitation shall be submitted by:

5.1. a Latvian citizen or a Latvian non-citizen who is of legal age;

5.2. a third-country national who is of legal age and who has a valid permanent residence permit in the Republic of Latvia;

5.3. a third-country national who is of legal age and who has a valid temporary residence permit in the Republic of Latvia – only for the invitation of a spouse, children or parents for a time period not exceeding the term of validity of the temporary residence permit;

5.4. State or local government institution of the Republic of Latvia; and

5.5. a legal person of the Republic of Latvia or of a foreign state registered in accordance with procedures specified in regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

6. An authorised person of the inviter may submit an application:

6.1. the person authorised by a natural person shall submit a notarised authorisation; and

6.2. an authorisation of a legal person referred to in Sub-paragraphs 5.4 and 5.5 of these Regulations for a natural or legal person to draw up an invitation shall be included in the submission of the legal person or a separate authorisation shall be prepared.

7. Upon submission of an application a natural person shall:

7.1. present a personal identification document;

7.2. provide the information referred to in Sub-paragraph 11.2 of these Regulations regarding the third-country national invited, the planned place of stay in the Republic of Latvia and the purpose of entry; and

7.3. submit a payment document, which attests to the payment of the State fee.

8. Upon submission of an application the authorised representative of a legal person shall:

8.1. present a personal identification document;

8.2. submit an application in which is the following information:

8.2.1. the information referred to in Sub-paragraph 11.2 of these Regulations regarding the third-country national to be invited;

8.2.2. the planned place of stay of the third-country national in the Republic of Latvia;

8.2.3. the purpose of entry;

8.2.4.  a certification that the legal person assumes liability for the departure of the invited third-country national from the State at a specified time;

8.2.5. a certification that the legal person, if necessary, shall cover expenses associated with the health care of the third-country national, stay in the Republic of Latvia and return to the country of domicile;

8.2.6. a certification that the legal person is registered as a taxpayer and it does not have such tax payment debts as are administered by the State Revenue Service; and

8.3. [9 August 2005]

8.4. submit a payment document, which attests to the payment of State fee.

[9 August 2005]

9. If the person referred to in Sub-paragraph 5.5 of these Regulations has a tax payment debt, an application may be submitted if the requester has received the consent of the State Revenue Service.

10. If upon submission of the application, an inviter indicates that he or she will cover the expenses related to the entry and stay of the third-country national in the Republic of Latvia, the inviter shall present documents attesting that he or she has the necessary financial resources at his or her disposal, as well as confirm with a signature that he or she will cover the referred to expenses. An official of the Office need not request such documents if a spouse, his or her ascendant or descendent relatives and their spouses are invited, and if the inviter certifies with his or her signature that he or she has sufficient financial resources and that the invited third-country national when staying in the Republic of Latvia will not become a burden upon the State social assistance system.

[18 May 2004; 9 August 2005]

11. The inviter shall specify the following information in the application:

11.1. telephone number and other information providing communication possibilities (for example, e-mail address); and

11.2. regarding the third-country national to be invited:

11.2.1. given name (names), surname in Latin alphabet transliteration, as it is indicated in the travel document of the third-country national or in conformity with norms of Latvian language orthography if the given name (names), surname is not indicated in the Latin alphabet transliteration;

11.2.2. nationality, status in the indicated state; 

11.2.3. date of birth;

11.2.4. place of birth; 

11.2.5. address of the place of residence in the country of domicile;

11.2.6. intended place of submission of the visa application.

[18 May 2004; 12 June 2007]

12. In one application there may be indicated several third-country nationals to be invited if they have a common purpose for entry and the visa application is to be submitted in one Mission.

[18 May 2004]

13. An inviter need not specify the information referred to in Clauses 11.2.4 and 11.2.5 of these Regulations in an invitation in which at least five third-country nationals are indicated.

14. If additional information is necessary in order to take a decision for the approval of an invitation, an official of the Office shall interview the inviter and request additional documents which attest to the relation of the inviter with the third-country national to be invited, as well as the necessity of the third-country national to enter the Republic of Latvia in order to implement the declared purpose for entry, and that the inviter has the necessary financial resources to cover all expenses related to the entry and residence of the invited third-country national in the Republic of Latvia, as well as, if necessary, to cover the expenses related to the health care of the third-country national to be invited and return to the country of domicile.

15. If a legal person wishes to invite a third-country national whose purpose of entry is a religious activity, the request thereof shall be co-ordinated with the Board of Religious Affairs prior to submission to the Office. Such co-ordination is not necessary for the applications of Evangelical Lutheran Church, Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox Church, Old Believers, Methodist, Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist or believers in Moses (Judaism) denominations.

15.1
If a third-country national in accordance with regulatory enactments, which determine the procedures for the requesting and issue of work permits for third-country nationals, wishes to obtain a visa and a work permit in order to become an employee in the Republic of Latvia, the inviter for the approval of the invitation shall:


15.1.1. [11 April 2006]

15.1.2.
submit a copy of an employment contract, undertaking contract or other civil legal contract; and

15.1.3. provide the necessary information for the issuing of a work permit:


15.1.3.1. regarding the sector of employment of the third-country national;


15.1.3.2. regarding the speciality, profession or position of the third-country national;


15.1.3.3.regarding the number of working hours in a week; 


15.1.3.4. regarding the monthly salary; and


15.1.3.5. regarding the place (address) of the performance of the work.

[18 May 2004; 11 April 2006; 12 June 2007]

16. An official shall take a decision regarding the approval of an invitation within a period of two working days after the receipt of the application and all necessary information for a visa. If prior consultations are necessary for taking the decision, the decision shall be taken within a period of five working days.

[18 May 2004; 9 August 2005; 11 April 2006]

17. [11 April 2006]

[15 February 2005; 11 April 2006]

18. An official shall approve an invitation for the obtaining of such visa and for such time period, which is necessary for the implementation of the declared purpose of entry.

19. An invitation shall not be approved or an approved invitation shall be revoked in the following cases:

19.1. due to reasons referred to in Section 16, Paragraph one, Clauses 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15 of the Immigration Law;

19.2. an inviter refuses or cannot provide the documents or information referred to in Paragraphs 7, 8, 11 or 14 of these Regulations or refuses to provide the necessary explanations regarding the purpose of the invitation of the third-country national, the third-country national to be invited and residence thereof in the Republic of Latvia;

19.3. if in the checking of documents submitted and information provided by the inviter it has been determined that the inviter has provided false information; 

19.4. a negative opinion of a competent State institution has been received regarding approval of the invitation; 

19.5. if in checking the information submitted by the inviter it is determined that the invited third-country national does not have at his or her disposal a travel document recognised by the Republic of Latvia. This condition does not apply to the case if the entry and stay in the Republic of Latvia of the invited third-country national conforms to the norms of international law, the interests of the State of Latvia or is associated with force majeure or humanitarian considerations; and

19.6. if the information received by the Office does not provide evidence regarding an enduring link with his or her country of domicile and there is a basis for considering that the third-country national poses a risk of illegal immigration. 

[18 May 2004; 11 April 2006; 12 June 2007]

19.1 If in checking the information referred to in Clause 8.2.6 of these Regulations it is determined that the inviter has submitted false statements, the Office is entitled to take a decision regarding a prohibition for such legal person to invite third-country nationals for the next six months.

[9 August 2005]

20. If an invitation is not approved, the documents submitted shall not be returned and the State fee shall not be reimbursed to the inviter.

III. Amount of Information to be included in the Database of Invitations and Procedures for Utilisation
21. An official shall register an invitation in the database of invitations. The database of invitations shall include the following information:

21.1. regarding the inviter – a natural person:

21.1.1. given name (names), surname;

21.1.2. personal identity number;

21.1.3. nationality;

21.1.4. particulars of the personal identification document presented;

21.1.5. address of the place of residence.

21.1.6. telephone number;

21.1.7. occupation;

21.1.8. information regarding the fact that the inviter shall cover all expenses related to the entry and stay of the third-country national in the Republic of Latvia; and

21.1.9. e-mail address (if any);

21.2. regarding the inviter – a legal person:

21.2.1. registration number,

21.2.2. name;

21.2.3. person who signs the submission (given name (names), surname, personal identity number and position);

21.2.4. legal address;

21.2.5. telephone number; and

21.2.6. e-mail address (if any);

21.3. regarding the third-country national invited:

21.3.1. given name (names), surname;

21.3.2. nationality, status in the indicated state;

21.3.3. date of birth;

21.3.4. place of birth;

21.3.5. address of the place of residence.

21.3.6. purpose for entry; 

21.3.7. expected place of stay in the Republic of Latvia; and

21.3.8. intended place of submission of the visa application; 

21.4. registration number of the invitation;

21.5. data regarding payment of the State fee;

21.6. type and term of validity of the visa requested;

21.7. notes, which include the information provided for in the submission of a legal person or the information provided for additionally by the natural person;

21.8. official notations:

21.8.1. information for the Security Police regarding the necessity to perform prior consultations; and

21.8.2. additional information to an official of the Mission within whose competence is the examination of the applications for visas;

21.9. regarding the decision:

21.9.1. the decision taken. If a decision has been taken not to approve the invitation or to revoke an approved invitation, the relevant clause of Section 16, Paragraph one of the Immigration Law or the sub-paragraph of Paragraph 19 of these Regulations shall be indicated;

21.9.2. the official who took a decision (given name (names), surname, position); and

21.9.3. the date of taking the decision; and

21.10. [12 June 2007]

21.11. the status of invitation.

[18 May 2004; 12 June 2007]

21.1 In respect of the prior consultations, an official of the Security Police shall make an official notation in the database of invitations.

[12 June 2007]

22. After entering the data in the database of invitations an official shall print the invitation application form. In the invitation application:

22.1. an inviter or his or her authorised person shall confirm with a signature the accuracy of the information provided for in the invitation; and

22.2. an inviter – a natural person – shall confirm with a signature that he or she assumes liability for the departure of the third-country national from the State at a specified time, as well as, if necessary, will cover the expenses related to health care, stay of the third-country national in the Republic of Latvia and return to the country of domicile.

23. The Office shall ensure the maintenance and utilisation of the database of invitations.

24. The information included in the database of invitations shall be used by the Office, State Border Guard, Missions, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Consular Department, State Police and State security institutions for the performance of their tasks.

25. Information included in the database of invitations has the status of restricted access information.

26. The maintenance of the database of invitations shall be financed from the resources of the State budget.

IV. Closing Provisions

27. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2003.

28. Invitations approved by 30 April 2003 shall be valid for the submission of an application for a visa in the Mission by the time period specified therein.

Prime Minister 




E. Repše

Minister for the Interior 




M. Gulbis
Annex

Cabinet Regulation No. 183

15 April 2003

States for the Invitation of Citizens and Inhabitants of which Prior Consultations are Necessary [17 April 2006]

[15 February 2005; 17 April 2006]
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